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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Grammarian, which was painted by Dt 
Nunc, who has prelerved a ftriking Hke- 
nefs, though he is not mentioned by Mr. 
Walpole ; and which was engraved by tiie 
greateft artift, among the great, in the pre- 
ient day. The original pidlure is in the 
houfe of Ruddiman's foA-in-Iaw, James 
Sceuait, efquire, in* Saint ^Andrew's Square, 
Edinburgh. There is luhjoined to this 
Advertifement ajhcjlmik of iht hand-writ^ 
ing, and fignature, of Ruddiman, at a late 
period of his age, from his manufcript 
notes on his Vindication of Buchanan. In tht 
Appendix, No^ 3, will be found fac Jimilcs 
of the fubfcriptions,of the eminent lawyers, 
who, in 1710, bore teftimony to the merits 
of their librarian. And> there is added, as 
a tail-piece J the ,ticket^ which afcertained 
Ruddiman's books; and which the late 
Lord Hailes recommended to my attention 
its a very ingenious device. 
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Tfic I^ortrait of Ruddiman is to face the Title j 

and , 
The Appendix, No. 3^ is. to follow page 38o> 
in Signature B b. 




LIFE 



OF 



"THOMAS RUDDIMAN, a. m. 



THE defire of prefent praife, or the ambi- 
tion of pofthumous fame, may be confidcr- 
ed as the ftrongeft incentives of the human race. 
While animated by fuch motives, the ftudent is 
neither difcouraged, by any difficulty, nor overpow- 
ered, by whatever labour. - Whether he trim the 
lamp, or rife with the fun, he makes difcoveries, 
diat are ufefiil to man, or he compofes writings, 
which, as they inftruft by their notices, or pleafe 
by their elegance, either facilitate the acquirement 
of knowledge, or fmooth the aiperities of life^ ' 

He, who in this manner fpends his days and 
nights, in benefiting mankind, is at leaft entitled 
to the recoUedtion of pofterity. By refiifing him 
this boon, we deprive him of the great incentive 
of his labour. By withholding the chief reward of 
B his 



2 THE LIFE OF [B. 1674. 

his toil, wc injure the bcnefeftor, who had ex- 
plained ta us feme ufefiil quality of matter; we 
contemn the philologift, who had inftrufted us 
in the elements of language; or we difregard the 
pleafant companion, who had gladdened our me- 
lanchcdy hours. 

But, it is the praife of biography, that the li- 
terary world are enabled, by its recoUeftions, to 
difcharge a fair debt, without the transfer of pro- 
perty, or the obligation of a loan ; to be juft, with- 
out coftj and to be gratefiil, without beneficence. 

Of the numbers of men, who have benefited 
our fathers by their ftudies, and added to the re- 
putation of Great Britain by their learning, few 
will be found to be better entided to biographical 
notice, than Ruddiman, whether we confider the 
ufefiilnefs of his works, the modefty of his nature, 
or the difmtereftednefs of his Ipirit. He too was 
incited to employ " laborious days," and fleepleils 
nights, by the hope, that pofterity would at lafl: 
award him the juftice, which his contemporaries 
'ofen denied him. The time is now come, when 
an attempt is made, to fulfil his wifh, by endea- 
vouring to ftate his pretenfions, and to eflimate 
his worth. In making this attempt, after abler 
writers had relinquilhed the tafk, it has fallen to 
my lot, to coUeft the incidents of his life ; in order 
that his merits may be known, and his example 
may be followed. 

The county of Banff, and the parilh of Boyndie, 

have 
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have-the credit of Ruddiman's birdi. In Odtobcr 
1674, he was born on the farm of Raggel, in the 
barony of Baldavy, which is fituated on the Ihore 
of the Murray-firth, near the confluence of the 
river Dovcm, within three miles of the Ihirc- 
town of Banff. 

Margaret Simpfon, his mother, was the daugh- 
ter of Andrew Simpfon, who occupied the farm 
of Litde Rade, in the fame parifli. His father 
was James Ruddiman, who was bom in the parifh 
of Ahra, but removed to the farm of Raggel, 
which was then the property of Mn Ogilvy of 
Baldavy; and which, by one of thofe changes that 
are incident to fmall eftates, has (ince become a 
part of the poflefTions of the Earl of Findlater. 
James Ruddiman was long remembered for his 
agricultural knowledge, as a farmer, and for his 
feafonable charity, as a neighbour. He was one 
of thofe men, who, with great corporeal powcrs> 
poffcfs a tender heart. When he heard of the de- 
mife of Charjes II* he (hed many tears. Sui^ 
waaf the jattadimwii to n^onarcjiy, wjiicb tiventy 
yea^of marcjtiial fpitticjiSh haii begotten in the 
nap6n! His fbn iThomas, who, when he was 
only ten years, two months, and nineteen dayar old, 
beheld that burfl of his father's loyalty, remem- 
bered it ever after with a livelinefs, which may 
perhaps have influenced his future conduft. {a) 

{a) Rttddiman'6 Animadverfiotit on Man^ 1749, p. lo. 
B a Young 
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Young Ruddiman was initiated in grammar at 
the parifli fchool of Boyndie, which was diftant a' 
mile from his fether's dwcUmg; and which was 
then taught by George Morifon, whom his pupil 
always praifed for his attention and his flcill. To 
this fchool the boy walked every morning, carry- 
ing his daily provifions with him. He is faid to 
have been conftantly accompanied by a dog, 
which, when he had proceeded to the top of Toot- 
-ing-hiilock, the half-way refting-place, always re- 
turned home, after partaking of his vi<5tuals. This 
ftory is ftill remembered, as if there were in it 
fomething fupematural. We may fuppofc, how- 
ever, that the excurfion was equally agreeable to 
both parties: and when it was once known, that 
the dog was to eat at a particular place, at a ftated 
hour, an appropriate allowance was conftantly 
made for him. Whether Ruddiman had a natu- 
ral fondnefs for dogs, or whether a particular at^ 
tachment began, when imprefllons are eafily 
made, which are long remembered, cannot now 
be afcertained. He certainly, throughout a long 
life, had a fucceflion of dogs, which were invari- 
ably called Rajcal\ and which, being Ipringing 
ipaniels, ever accompanied him in all his walks, 
lie ufcd with afFeftionate recoUedion to enter- 
tain his friends with ftories of dogs, which all 
tended to fliow the fidelity of that ufeful animal 
fo man. 

Meantime the intelleft. and memor\', and dili- 

gencej^ 
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gence, of Ruddiman carried him on before the 
other fcholars of the fame (landing. From Simp- 
Ibn's grammar he learned the loidiments of the 
l^tin language. As he advanced in his philologi- 
cal courfe, he was firft ftruck widi the Metamor- 
phofcs of Ovid. The ftories excited his curiofi- 
tyj and his curiofity was gratified by the flories. 
The fchoolmafter j fcemg his eagemefs, and know- 
ing his talents, allowed him to prcfs forward, 
without waiting the tardy progrefs of flower boys. 
This example is recorded, that it may be fol- 
lowed. It is remarkable, that Ovid, of all the 
claflicks, was the firft, and the laft, fevourite of 
Ruddiman, as that lufcious poet had equally been 
of Milton. In his youth Ruddiman was charmed 
with the gaiety of Ovid's fancy, the fpritclinefs of 
his wit, with the elegance, and clcamefs of his lan- 
guage; and during the languor of age, the gram- 
marian was pleafed with the purity and flow of his 
diftion, with his moral examples, and with his 
ufefiil leflbns of life, (i) 

The time came at laft, when Ruddiman was to 
try his flxength, on a more confpicuous theatre, 
againft the ableft youths of the North. In Oc- 
tober 1690, at the-age of fixteen, he left his home, 
without the knowledge of his father, who, thmking 
him too young to encounter the obftruftions of 
Jife, had oppofcd his defign; in order to gain by 

(^i) Vindication of Buchanan, p. 377-8-9. 

B 3 competition. 
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competition^ at die King's cdlcgey Aberdeen, a 
prize, which, our ftudent had heard, was annually 
given to g^us and learning. His iifier Agnes 
put a gidnea in his pocket, which being a large 
contribution, at a needy moment, he always men- 
doned to her praife, and dmely repaid to her off- 
ipring. 

On the road he is laid to have been met near 
the Starbriggsby g7pfies,who ftripped him of his 
cloaths. From this dilafter a diftinguifhing fea^ 
ture of Ruddiman's charader began to appear* 
In the courfe of an extended life, he conilandy 
evinced, that though a modefl:, he was a refblute, 
man; who, relyingon the coniciouiheis of his own 
powers, and the (leadinel^. of his own exer- 
tions, was never turned afide, from a fiur ob« 
jcft, by whatever of^fidon. At Aberdeen he 
at length appeared, without friends, or recom* 
mendadons, or even the decent apparel, which 
procures a civil recepdon to ftrangcrs. 

The village, at the moudi of the Don, had be- 
come probably a feat of learning, as early as the re- 
moval of the fee of the bifhop, fixim Mortlach to 
Aberdon,inJuly 1142. It was not, however, till the 
conclifllon of the fifteenth century, that the King's 
college was here founded by bifhop Elphinfton, 
who rofc to the higheft offices, in the church, and 
(bate, by his merits; and whofe'offices were yet 
inferior to his worth. The utility of his aftions 
Cicd a luftre around him, white, he lived; and 

tranimitted. 
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tranfmitted, after his death, a renown, which will 
fionrinue rcfplcndcnt, as long as the ufcfulnefs of 
his eftablifhments fliall continue to be felt by his 
<fountry. The famous He6tor Bocthius, whom 
he brought from Paris, was the firft principaL 
John Vaus was die original profeflbr Uterarum 
bumamcrumj who, as he publifhed the firft gram« 
matical treatife, may be regarded as the Whit- 
Ongton of Scotland, {c) 

What number of icholars afiembled at the 
King*s college, under the government of Boethius, 
or were taught Latin by Vausj how many were 
inftrtifted in divinity, or fcience, during the firft 
fifty years, I am unable to tell. When queen 
Mary<:ame diere, in the courfe of her northern 
tour, m 1562, fhe found cwily fifteen, or fixteen, 
ftudcnts; a paiucity, which was doubtlefs owing 
to the violences of the Scotrifh reformation, {d) 

This univerfity was Toon after violated by the 
reforms of the regent Murray, who, under the 

(r) In pnmam dodrinalis Akxandiini partem, ab Jod. 
Bad. Afcenfio recognitaxn CommentarH; ab eodem Afccn- 
£0 iddem recogniti atque imprefffi, Paris ab eund. 1522. 410. 

{d) Randolph, the Englifti ambaffador, wrote to Cecil, 
the fecretary of date, frem Old Aberdeen, the 31ft Auguft 
1562 — « The qoene in her progreflc is now come as for 
*' as Olde Aberdine, the biihop's feat, and whear alfo the 
*' liniireHitie is, or at the leaft one colledge with fifteen or. 
*' fixteen fcollers. Yt ftandeth within one mile of the other, 
•* which men report to be more beautiful and myche richer." 
(This letter is in the paper-office.] 

B 4 authority 
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authority of an a6t of his own parliament, (rf) which 
provided that, "the teacheris of zouth fuld be 
" tryed be the vifitoris of the kirk," expelled 
the profeflbrs, and appointed a principal.— The 
new plan of education, which was drawn by the 
reforming hand of Buchanan, was intended, not 
for St. Andrew -s alone, but for .Glafgow, and &r 
jgiberdeen. ( ^ ) Yet, was it never ratified, as to 
Aberdeen, either by any aft of the legiflature, or 
by the charter of the king. 

There were various attempts, indeed, from 
1584 to 1597, to obtain the fanftion of parlia- 
i:nent to this novafundatioy for the King's col- 
lege. But, they were all difappointed, in the 
end, by the addrefs of James Elphinfton, who 
was a lordof feffion, (/) and became the fecre- 
tary of ftate j and who, confidering thefe attempts 
as violences offered to the eftablifhments of his 
illuftrious kinfman, " the founder," contrived to 
rejeft by management what he could not with- 
It^nd by power. In this manner, did the King's 
college efcape thepruning-knife of the reformers, 

{d) ift. Ja. 6, N<» u. An. 1567. 
(# ) See in the Appendix, N* i. a copy, from the re- 
cords, of the very curious aft, '« For Reformatioun of the 
*' Univerlitie of St. Androis." 

(/) He was firft appointed by the title of Invernochtie, 
on the 4th of March 1586; and became the Lord Prefident 
of the Court of Sefilon,on the ift of March i6«5. [Lord 
Ifailcs's Catal. of the Lordi of Scflion, 6-7.] 

Fearing 
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Fearing future reforms, during ages of innovation, 
the profeffors of that univcrfity obtained from par- 
iiament, in 1633, and in 1662, confirmations of 
the original foundation, which enabled the King^s ' 
<^oUege to confer degrees of every kind, as fully 
as the univerfides of Paris, or Bologna, could 
grant icademick honours, as rewards of literary 
acquifitions. 

The reforms, and revolutions, of Scotland had 
no happy influence on her genius, and literature, 
during feveral ages. This fad truth may be 
fuffieiently eflabliihed by a fhort enumeration 
of thofc, who, by devoting their lives to ufeful 
ftudies, amidft fanaticifm and turbulence, would 
do honour to any country. 

Napier having arilen, indeed, towards the 
end of the fixteenth century, difcovered the lo^ 
gcmtbmsj {g) with ^^ Jecret inventions^' which 
did litde honour to his genius, and proved lefs 
ufeful to mankind. (Jb) Drummond of Ha\^- 
thornden, who waa born in 1585, and is remem- 

( ^ ) The Mirifici Logarithmorum Canonis De/criptio was 
printed by Andro Hart, at Edinburgh, 1614, ^.to; and was 
dedicated to Charles, Prince of Wales, 

{b) The /ecret inventions were a Burning mirrour, a, 
wonderful piece of artillery, a war chariot. " Thefe inven- 
*' tions," fays Napier, « beiides devices of /ailing under th 
•* ivater, and ftratagems for burning the enemies ihips, by 
^* the grace of Qod and works of expert craftefmen, I hope to 
** perform." He died in 1622, without executing his defign, 
[Sec Martin's Biog. Philofephica.] 

bercd 
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bered chiefly for his Poems, applied his fertile 
genius to the cultivadon of natural knowledge and 
mechanic art j to the difcovery of the longitude, 
and to the making of falt-water frefh. (i) 

Thefe philofophcrs were followed, at a dif- 
tance, by Sic Thomas Urquhart, who, amid the 
tumults of the Covenant, pubfifhed ^tht^riffotePras^ 
a trigonometrical trearifc, in 1645, ^^^ ^^^ "* 
1660, during a paroxifm of laughter, on hearing 
of the Reftoration. James Gregory was bom in 
1639, and died in 1675, ^^^^ di(putmg about 
the quadrature of the circle with Huygens, and 
contending with Newton about the nature of 
light, (j) David Gregory was bom in 1661; 
and devoting his life to fcience, which was en- 
riched by his ftudies, finiflied his honourable 
courfc, in 17 10. {k) 

George Sinclair, a profeffor, at Glafgow, pub- 
lifhed, in 1661, his Tyrocinia Mathematica-, in 
1 66gj his Jrs nova et magna Gravitatis et Levitatis; 
in 1672, \i\sHydroftatickSj with Ohfervations on the 
Hiftory of Coal i m 1683, Natural Pbilofofby im- 

(/) See his works, edit, 171 1, p. 235. 
(J ) At the age of twenty-four, he publifhed, in 1663, 
his work on the conftru£lion of Tclefcopes ; in 1667, his 
P^ira Circuli et Hyperbola ^cdratura : and after his death, ia 
1675, his whole difcoveries were publifhed. 
' [/<) He publifhed, at Edinburgh, in 1684, his Exercitatio 
Gegmeirica tie Dimenjtone Figurarum, His Other works were 
printed after his deceafe. 

proven 
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proven iy wfi^ Experiments i and in 1688, ^^ The 
Principles of Afironomy and Navigation.'* He ap- 
pears to have employed his days, and nights, in 
thefe icientific and ufeful la^urs: yet> though 
he was a man of modeft pretenfions, he did not 
efcape ridicule. James Gregory, whofc talents 
were debafed by envy, pubUflied againft him> 
^he great Art of voeighing Vanity^ being an Examine 
ationof George Sinclair's Hydrojiaticks. 

Mathew Mackaille, an apothecary at Aberdeen, 
pHblifhed, in 1659, ^^^^ Moffatenfis\ in 1664, a 
topographical Defcripion of the Mineral IVells at 
Moffat } in 1683, '^ The Diverfity of Salts and 
^* Spirits maintained 5" and in 1691, ^e Old yet 
New and true Scripture l^ory of the Earth. To 
the genius of the two Grcgories, and to the (hi- 
dies of Sinclair and Mackaille, fucceedcd John 
Keill, who was bom in 1671, and James Keill, 
his brother, who followed him, in 1673. In thcit 
philoibphical purliiits,they both rofe to eminence, 
and both left writings behind them, which have 
enrolled their names among the ufefiil cultivators 
of Icientific flcill. This lift, fhort as it is, can- 
not eafily be enlarged, if we include only thofq 
Scotfineni who, during the foregoing periods,- 
cultivated, on their native foil, natural knowledge, 
and the fublimer fcienccs. 

Mean time, the munificence of' the North had 
eflablifhed, mthe univerfities of Scoda:nd, various 
foundations, which are there called Burfaries-y and 

which. 
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which, as they amount to nine, or twelve, or fif- 
teen, pounds a year, enable the ftudents, during 
four terms, to acquire a competent knowledge of 
Greek, of phyficjcs, and of metaphyficks. In 
order to gain one of thefe buifaries by competi- 
tion, nothing is require^d but a fufRcient ac- 
quaintance with Latin. A theme is affigned by 
the profeffors to the feveral competitors ; and to 
him, who exhibits the greateft knowledge of La- 
tinity, is affigned the richeft burfary. It is un- 
neceflary to recount, that Ruddiman carried away 
the prize from the ableft of his opponents, con- 
trary to the expedkation of thofe, who had formed 
their opinions fron^ firft appearances, without 
waiting for fubfequent trials, • 

His father, being informed of the place, and of 
the objeft, of his excurfion, haftened to Aber- 
deen, where he found, that his fon had gained adf 
eftablifhment, by his knowledge, and friends, by 
his conduft. . From that epoch, Ruddiman re- 
turned feldom to his father's houfe, and partook 
little of his father's aid. James Ruddiman had 
fix children, who were born in the following or- 
der : Agnes, Thomas (our author), James, John, 
Walter, and Helen. (/) From the conftant needs 

of 

( / ) Agnes, marrying one Reid, left a daughter, who, fall- 
ing into poverty, was relieved by Ruddiman, through the 
folicitation of Bifhop Falconer, in 1751 ; and George Reid, 
who, being an inmate with Ruddiman, colledied notes for 

his 
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of fo numerous a family, little indeed could be 
fpared to the eldeft fon, had he been lefs able tQ 
provide for himfelf. 

In November 1690, Thomas Ruddiman com- 
menced his accademical ftudies under profeflbr 
William Black, of whom he always Ipoke with 
veneration and kindnefs. The profeflbr had been 
diligent to learn moft of the philofophy, which 
was at that time known. Of natural knowledge^ 
he knew what had been recently taught by Grew, 
Malpighi, and Lewenhoek. He was accurately 
informed, with regard to the gravity, and elafli- 
city, of the atmofphere, the theory of pumps^ and 
the ufes of the barometer. He was fufficiently 
acquainted with the folar fyftem, though he had 
little mathematical fcience. He had ftudied, in- 
deed, Des Cartes ; he had heard of Locke : yet, 
he knew nothing of Newton, whofe fun, indeed, 
began only then -to appear above the horizon^ 
and to illuminate the tops of the hills, but even, 
at that cpoch> to throw merely a feeble light over 

his life, which ^re found ufeful, though they be not ac- 
curate. James was a farmer at the bog of Montblairy, whp 
left two fons, John, who fucceeded his father in this farm, 
and left a daughter, that married George Robertfon, a fea- 
commander ; apd Walter, who went to Edinburgh, where, 
becoming a printer, he eftablifhed the Edinburgh Magazine, 
and left a fon, Thomas, who is now a printer in Edinburgh* 
John was a &nner at ElUfburti, who died without ifiuQ* 
Walter joined our author, at Edinburgh, and became his 
partner, as a printer. Of Helen, the youngeil daughter, I 
•know nothipg. 
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thevallics below. («) Whatlbevcrhc knew,pro- 
fcflbr Black, was fedulous to teach: (;/) what- 
ever he tau^t, Ruddiman was eager to learn. 

But, though Ruddiman doubdeis performed 
the tafks, which were affigned him by the pro- 
feflbr, he probably followed the bent of his ge- 
nius, in (hidying chfilcal learning. His Hterary 
labours were at length rewarded by thofc, ¥^0 
were the proper judges of his merits. And, on 
the 2ift of June 1694, he obtained the degree of 
Mafter of Arts, of which he appears to have 
been always proud. {0) His academic honours 
were onfcrred after a difputation, which lafted, 
fiys the thcfis, ai amrcra ufqus cd vejperam. 
Of the fcUow-ftudents of Ruddiman two only are 
remembered. Sitnon Frafcr of Beaufort, who, 
though he had nearly arrived at manhood, was 

( «» ) It was about the year 1685, that Bavid Gregory 
Tirll introduced the Newtonian philofophy into the public 
fchools at Edinburgh. [Martin's Lite ot D. Grcgor}'.] 

( n ) The printed thrtjs, on which Ruddiman and h» 
fellow Audents maintainevl a dilpuution, on the day of their 
graduations, ftill remains in the hands of fdr. prcfeflbr Tho- 
mas Gordon, of the Kinj»*i coJ!^ge, who obligingly com- 
municated the above-mentioned particulars to me^ not only 
a&fpecimeni of the knowMge of piofolTor Black, but as a 
fiimmary of the phiK>jrphicAl eoun'c, which he had taught, 
during the four prevTi!iiu', feflions, 

(•) This date appvMri.fiv»m the College Regiiler, which 
Mr. profeiTor Thomas (jordon was fo gcod as to fcarchibr 
me. 

1 « 
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at the head of every mifchief; and who, after he 
had become Lord Lovat, clofed a long life of 
vicious cpurfes, by public execution. The other 
was Dunlop, the well-known watchmaker, who 
being an honefter man, rofe to be a more ufeful 
citizen. 

Ruddiman did not relinquifh his {hidies, when 
he left the college, though he was not then twenty 
years of age. His diligence began early, and 
continued late, in his life. And the firft produc- 
tion of his learned induftryis anunpubliftied book, 
which is entitled Rbetoricorum Ukri ir€Si{p) and 

which 

(/) This beautiful manufcript, which is in the hand* 
writing of Ruddiman, is now in the pofleffion of the learned 
and obliging Alexander Brown> the keeper of the advo* 
cates library at Edinburgh^ who gave me the following ac« 
cbant of it: 

** The Prseludia take up the firil ten pages, at the bot* 
** torn of the tenth page it is thus written: Fraludiorum 
** Jinis^ CIDIOCXCIV. VHF* 

Kal. Oa.D. Ug. 
P. M. , 

** The Text begins on the i ith pag. and irconcluded oa 

the 171ft. Finis* c 

Anno CID 10 XCIV. 
, VI. Idus Oaobreis 

^ • 9. H. A. M. 

" The Index Capetum takes up* the two laft pages and a 
** part of the third. Then follow : Nomina Authonim ex 
« quibus cxcmpla rebus in hoc libro contcntis iUuftrandis, 

" con- 
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which proves, that before Oftober i694,iic had 
perufed the Latin claiSics with exemplary applica- 
tion. 

Meantime, Ruddimari was engaged, by Robert 
Young of Auldbar, in the county of Forfer, the 
great-grandfbn of Sir Peter Young, who had been 
the fcholaftic mailer of king James, to aflifl: the 
ftudies of his fon David, whom Ruddiman com- 
mends for his gentlemanlike accomplifhments. At 
Auldbar, he probably Ipent his vacations, in the 
company of thofc, whom he always remembered 
with fond recolleftion. It was in this retreat, that 
while he promoted the literary labours of a pupil, 
he purfued his own. It was in this fituation, that 
hearing, in February 1695, of the deceafe of Pa- 
trick Bellie, the fchoolmafter of Lawrence Kirk, 
' in the Meams, he obtained his place, partly by the 
recommendation of his prefent patron, though per- 
haps as much by his own reputation, for diligence, 
and learning, (g) 

Ruddiman *• 

** conducentia deprompfimus, et quo tempore floruerunt." [ Ft 
would appear, that the learned author never made out the 
promifed lift.] 

(q) It has been doubted, whether Ruddiman went from 
^aurence Kirk to Auldbar, or from Auldbar to Laurence 
Kirk. The following documents will, I flatter myfelf, put 
an end to this doubt.— There is the fubjoined infcription 
on a grave- flone, at the eaft end of the church of Laurence 
Kirk :— ** Here lies Mafter Patrick Bellie, fchoolmafter^ who 
•' departed this life, the 20th of February X69J, aged 

*' twenty 
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Ruddiman was in this manner promoted, in 
April 1695, from being the tutor in a private fa- 
mily to be the mailer of a public fchbol. At the 
age of twenty-oiiC, he doubdefs hoped from this 
event for fome advancement, in honour, and in 
profit. He certainly enjoyed the pleafures of 
change. But, what credit, or what gain, he could 
expeft from teaching the fchool of a village; 
which had not yet acquired the honours of a Burgh 
of Barony, it is not for us to determine. His 
emoluments could only be fmall; and his fame 
could alone be enhanced, by difcharging an incon- 
liderable truft with honeft induftry. 

As early, indeed, as the revival of learning, 
the parliament of Scotland had enafted, (r) 
** that barons and freeholders fliould put 
** their eldeft fons to the grammar fchool, 
" 'till they Ihould be founded in Latin, and 
** thereafter fhould ftudy the law, for three 
'* years, under the penalty of twenty pounds.'* 

" twenty years, five months, and iixteen days.*'— There is ano- 
ther grave-ftone, in this charch-yard> containing a very long 
Latin inrcription,on the body of Alexander Fularton, fchool- 
mafter, who died, in Auguft 1691.- The incumbency of 
thefe two mailers feems to exclude the nomination of Rud- 
diman, at that period of time, wjien only he could have 
been appointed. Ruddiman fays himfelfdecifively, "That 
«* he was fchoolmafter at Lawrence Kirk, during three years 
" and a half, from April 1695 to 0£lober 1699." [A ma- 
ttufcript note on a pamphlet entitled, Ji modefi Attempt to- 
awards a Hiftory of the famous W. [illiam] L, [auder.] 
(r) An. 1494. N^ 54. 

C the 
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The legiflature meant well, but afted unflcil- 
fully. It was not inquired, whether granvmar 
fchools had been then cftablilhed in Scotland, 
wherein the children of freehoMers could have 
been inftrufted in Latin. A century and a quar- 
ter elapfed, before the feveral parifhes enjoyed the 
benefit of fuch fchools, for the inftruftion of youth. 
It was on the loth of December 1616, thatan 
aft of privy council was pafled (/) for ejiablijbing 
fchools in every parifli, where children might be 
taught, at the leaft to read and write. This was 
a wide ftep, had it been perfeftly legal. It was, 
' however, confirmed by parliament, in i62^i(j) 
and enforced by additional provifions j for fettling 
a fchool, with a mailer, in every parifh; and ap- 
pointing a falary for the fchoolmafter, which 
fhould not be lefs than a hundred, nor more thaft 
two hundred, marks ; to be paid by the proprie- 
tors of lands. At an after period, the fchool- 
mafters were fubjcfted, by parliament, to the trial 
and cenfure of the prefbyteries. («) Such was the 
ftlary of Ruddiman, {v) and fuch was the jurif- 

(/) Appendix to Lord Kaims's Statute Law, N® 3. 
(/) Statute 1633. N« 5. 
(«) Aa 1693. N« 22. 
{v) Our grammarian was paid chiefly in corn, which h« 
fold to his uncle William Simpfon, who gave him a high 
price for it, during the dear years, which fucceeded the Re- 
volution, when, according to a ten years average, endings 
with 1699, wheat was worth 16/. 11 \ci. fterling per Bolf, 
and oats 10/. a\J. per Boll, taking the higheft, th« mid- 
dle» and the lowefl, prices of thofe years. 

diftion. 
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didtion, to which his talents, and deportment, were 
fubjeded by kgiflators, who had more zeal, than 
knowledge 5 and more buftlc, than efficiency. Yet, 
in forming a juft eftimate of the amount of his in- 
come, at the various periods of his life, we ought 
ever to recoiled the pad, rather than confider the 
prefcnt. In 1598^ the principal mafter of the 
high fchool, at Edinburgh, was allowed an annual 
felary of one pound, thirteen Ihillings, and four 
pence, fterling. In 1709, his falary was fettled 
at fixteen pounds, thirteen (hillings, and fouj* 
pence; ( w) fuch was the intermediate progreli,both 
in the depreciation, of money, and the difficulty* 
offubfiftence. * 

In Edinburgh, it muft be acknowledged, there 
cxifted, at the revival of learning, a grammar 
fchool, which has continued to increafc in ufc-» 
fulnefs, and in fame, from that happy epoch to the 
prefent times, under the well known name of 
The Higb'ScbooL This may be confidered as 
The Saint PauPs of Edinburgh. The magiftrates 
of that city appear to have watched over this va- 
luable inftitution with jealous attention, though, 
their well-meaningnefs hath been, at times, be- 
trayed, by their ardour. Their records contain 
the following fpecimen of their fentiments, and 
their language: — " loth January 15 19: The 
*' quhilk day, the provoft, baillics, and counfall, 

{w) Mait. Hift. of Edinburgh^ wMch quotes the records 
of the city, 

C 2 ^^ ftatuia 
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*^ ftatuts and ordains for reafonable caufe moving 
« ):aime pat na manerof nei^bour nor indweller 
" w4n Jjis hurt [burgh] put dicir bairins till ony 
<* pticularc fculc within J?is toun but to J:^ prin- 
«< cipal grammer fcuk of die iamyn to be tcichit 
" in ony fcience bot alanerlie ff^ace bttke^ prymar^ 
*^ and plane donate under the pane of X fh: to be 
*' taneofilkny*bo' [neighbour] Jretbreke, or doi^ 
•* in j?c contrair hcirof.** {x) — The Prymar^ and 
the Platic Dcttoty were the grammars^ it appears, 
which were firft ufed in the greater fchools of 
. Scodand, (y) as they had equally been in Eng- 
land. Ttt D^nai had the honour to be printed 
by Caxton, and by Fauft. 

But, 

(,v) The J>««i/>\vhichi$ineiitionediiithis record,wasa^tf«f 
mur : from Doiutus. a celebnted grammarian, who was the 
preceptor of St. Jerome, and lived at Rome, in the year of 
the ChrlftUn «era 3154. By an eafy tranfitior, the Dofiat 
came to fijjnify th Eiimfi9ts of any art.—** Then dravc I mc 
*• amonpf Drapers, my D^^^f to lemc," iaid Chaucer. — 
[TvrwhitN GloJlkry,] — ^Wintown, who may be coafidercd 
as the coniemporary of Chaucer, has the following pailage, 
with regard 10 the ufe of fJx Dcwat, in the feminarles of 
Scotland, during hiji time. 

[WyntowniiCroavkil; b. v. c. x. L 704.] 
«• Donate ^n wes [554] in his ftate, 

•* And intJat tyme hyslibcH write, 

" Oat now Barnviioyiycito lerc 

** At ^ire begynnyng of gramere : 

♦* And Sayn^^ Jerome in Vai yheris 

•• De bell wes callyd of h^^ fcoleris." 
(j) On the i^ihof January 1567-S Robert Leckpreoick 
Wi empowered, by writ of privy fcal, to print cxcluiivcly, 

Ihe 
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But, as knowledge became more difFufed, the 
judgment was no longer fatisfied widi philological 
inftitutes, which could have only been ufed, in die 
infency of letters. The grammar of Defpauter ^ 
was adopted in the North, as foon as it was feen, * 
and long kept poffeffion of the Scottifh feminaries, 
Defpauter was a laborious grammarian of the fix- 
teenth century, who, after teaching at Louvain, 
BoisleDuc,and at other places, and diligently cul- 
tivating the Latin language, died at Comines, in- 
1520. (2) The grammar of that great philolo- 
gift was in fome meafurc fuperfeded by the Ru^ 
dimenta grammatices of Andrew Simpfbn, who was 
firft the fchoolmafter, {a) and afterwards the mi- 
nifter of Dunbar. His work was firft printed at 
Edmburgh, in 1587.(3) A clear proof of the 

popukr 

The ** buikes callit Donatus pro Pueris, Rudimentis ofFeUffo^ 
*' togedder with the gramer to be fet furth callit the general 
•' gramer to be ufid within fcolis of this rcalmc for erudi- 
<' tioun of the zouth." Such were the popular fchool- books 
at that epoch ! 

(«) The Defpauterij Kudimenta was firft printed by Schu- 
rcn, at Strafburgh, in 15 12. The Sjntaxis Defpauterij was 
printed, in the fame houfe, 15 15. The Orthographic Pra- 
cepta Dejpataerij was printed at Antwerp, by Hillen, in 1 521. 

{a) Simpfon had the honour of teaching the Latin language 
to David Hume of Wedderburn, who addreffed to his old 
matter one of his elegies. Vid. Humii Poemata, p. 1 1. and 
Simpfon addrefTed, Ad Comitem F ermelodunenfem Carmen^ 
which was printed at Edinburgh, in 1610, 4to, 

(^) Robert Smyth was empowered, in 1599, by writ of 
privy fcal# to print ** The plain Donat« The haiU four pairtis 

C3, -«f 
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popular demand for books is the folicitations of 
the printers, for the exclufivc right to print 
them, {c) The Rudiments of Simpfan was fo 
grateful to the youth, that it was long the only 
inflitute, which was much ftudied in the Scot- 
tifti fchools. It was generally ufed, while Rud- 
diman was a boy. And there is rcafon to be- 
lieve^ that while Ruddiman was the matter of 
Laurence Kirk, he taught the Rudimenta Gramma^ 
tices of Simpfon, as the moft ufefiil grammar, 
which had then been introduced into the femi- 
naries of his country. 

Mean time, various fchoolmafters adopted dif- 
ferent grammars, as they were prompted by their 
caprice, or direftcd by their judgments. The 
youth, as they were often driven from place to place 
by the plague, or fometimes withdrawn by the fond- 
nels of parents, were obftrufted in their acquire- 
ments of knowledge, by the variety of rules, 
which the fcveral matters thought proper to teach. 

" of grammar, according to Sebaufiiane, the Dialogues of 
•' Corderius, the familiar Epiftillis of Cecero, the fecond 
«* Rudiment is of Dunbar, the firft Rudinuntis of Dunbar 9 the 
" Feabillis of iEfope." — There was an edition of the Rudi- 
ments of Dunbar, by Andro Hart, in 161 2; by Bryfon, in 
1639; by the Stationers, in 1660; by John Reid^in 1680; 
and by John Moncur, in 1709. Thefe editions were all 
printed in 8vo. at Edinburgh. 

(f) On the 17th of June 1606, Thomas Fblayfone was 
empowered, by writ of privy feal, to print exclufively, ** The 
ff fir&, and fecond> Dunbar 'Rudimentis, and Corderius's 
*« Colloquies." 

I The 



D. 1757] THOMAS RUDDIMAN. 23 
The legiflature at length intcrpofed. (d) In imi- 
tation of Henry VIII. whoe^certcd his power to in- 
troduce uniformity of teaching, the parliament of 
Scotland authorized, in 1607, as Henry had done, 
i^ 'S45j proper commiflioners, for fettling " ike 
" mqfi {proven grammar," which, ^^ being prefif is 
*^ fuld n all tyme cumming be univcrfallie 
** teachit, in all the pairtis of this realme, by the 
^ haill teacheares of grammar." {e) The good 
intention of the legiflature appears to have been 
attended, in 1607, with as litde fuccefs, as it had 
been, at any former period. The parliamentary 
commiflioners appointed the new graijmar of 
Alexander Hume to be taught, in the fchools of 
Scotland, (/) without eftablifliing at laft unifor- 
mity of teaching; fo difficult is it to fettle what 
depends on the changes of caprice by legiflative 
authority. 

David Wedderbume, the mailer of die gram- 
mar fchool of Aberdeen, who had been the in- 
ftrudlor of Arthur Johnfton, and was a contri- 

(^) In Glendock's Afts, p. 364, there is mention of an un^ 
printed aft " for ane grammer to be univerfallc teachit,** 
An. 1597. 15 Ja. 6. But, this ad could not, upon the 
moft careful fearch, be found among the records ! 

{e) See the Appendix, N^ 2. for " The Commiffioun 
•« anent Grammer and Tcacheris thereof." 

(/) Homij (Alex.) Grammatica Nova in ufum juven- 
tutis Scotiae, et Audloritate Senatus omnibus regni Scholis 
imperata^-^Edinb. 1612. 8vo. 

C 4 butor 



24 THE LIFE OF {8.1674, 

butor to the Delicti Poet arum Scotorumy (^g) appli- 
ed to parliament,inthe year 1 633 ; "defiring that the 
*^ ftiortand facile grammar drawin up be him might 
*/ be allowit and ordainit to be taught through 
*' all the fchooles of the kingdome, and all other 
^f grammars difchargit to be taught within the fa- 
*^ myne/* Wedderburne's Short IntroduSlion to 
Grammar was printed, at Aberdeen, in 1632, He 
appears not to have obtained the monopoly, which 
his vanity, or his avarice, demanded. Other fchool- 
maftcrs fuccefsfully contefted with him the palm 
of philology. And, feveral grammars were in- 
troduced into general ufe, by private caprice, 
rather than by public • authority, till the general 
approbation finally adopted RuddimarCs Rudi- 
ment s^ without the aid of parliamentary fanftion* 

In the mean time, Ruddiman, for three years 
and a half, fpent his days, in teaching the boys of 
Laurence Kirk the rules of grammar, and his 
nights, in inftruding himfelf in the niceties of 
claflical learning. In the retirement of this vil- 
lage, his diligence naturally purfued the precept, 
which his reading had taught him: — 

" Exerce iludium, quamvis percepcris artem." 

It was towards the end of the year 1699, that 
an accident opened new proipedls to his penetrat- 
ing fight. The celebrated Dr. Pitcairnc, being 

(^) See the 2d vol. p. 544; and, Tht Parerga Jobnftoni, 
AbeixL 1632, p. 37. 

detained 
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detained by violence of weather, at this incon- 
fiderable hamlet, which had not yet a library at 
tjie inn, felt the mifery of having nothing to 
do. ( /5? ) Wanting fociety, he inquired, if there 
were no perfon in the village, who could inter- 
change converfation, and would partake of his 
dinner. The hoftefs informed him, that the 
fchoolmafter, though young, was faid to be. 
learned, and though modeft, fhe was fure, could 
talk. Thus met Pitcairne, at the age of forty- 
feven, with Ruddiman, at twenty-five. Their 
literature, their politics, and their general caft of 
mind, were mutually pleafing to each othen 
Pitcairne invited Ruddiman to Edinburgh, of- 
fered him his* patronage, and performed, in the 
end, what is not always experienced, as much ad 
he originally promifed. 

Of that illuftrious phyfician, the biographers 
have been more diligent to trace the antiquity of 
his race, than careful to tell us the name of his 
father. He was undoubtedly Iprung from the 
family of Pitcairne, in Fife, which is itfelf a. 
branch of the ftock of Forthar, in the fame (hire. 
His father was Alexander Pitcairne, a trader, and 

{h) See Mf, BofwcU's Teur, p. 75.-^1— Dr. Johnfon in- 
filled on flopping at the inn, at Laurence Kirk, when I told 
him that Lord Gardenflon had farnifhed it with a colle^ion 
of books, thilt travellers might have entertainment for^ the 
mind as well as the body. The dodlor praifed the dciign; 
but wilhed there had been more books, tnd thofe better 
chofen. ■ 

a ma- 
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a magiftrate, of Edinburgh; his mother was a 
Sydferf of the family of Ruthl^w, in the county of 
Lothian : and he was born, in that city, on the 
25th December 1652. 

The fchool of Dalkieth had xht honour of 
teaching Pitcaimc the elements of language. In 
1668, he entered the univerfity of Edinburgh, 
where, ftudying philofophy under profeffor Wil- 
liam Patcrfon, he obtained his Mafter of Arts 
degree, in 167 1, the fame year, wherein his fa- 
ther afted as baillie of Edinburgh. Pitcairnc 
feems now to have gratified liimfelf with the 
delights of promifcuous ftudy, till fixing on the 
Uw, he purfued it with fuch aftivity as to lofe his 
health. Being advifed by the phyficians to feek 
abroad for what he had thus loft at home, he 
went to Paris ; where, becoming enamoured of 
phyfic, he forfook the law. His father, difap- 
proving of this youthful unftcadinels, which could 
lead to no profitable profeffion, foon recalled him. 
Becoming acquainted, on his return, with pro^ 
jfcffor David Gregory, he attached himfelf to the 
ftudy of the mathematics, which purfuing with 
predetermined ardour, he made fome improve- 
ments in the method of Infinite Series^ which had 
been then lately invented. And, feeing, as the 
biographers affure us, fome ncceflary connedion 
between phyfic and geometry, he finally fixed on 
phyfic for his profeffion. 

But, at Edinburgh, there was then no other 

medical 
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medical fchoal than the chambers of the fick, and 
the Ihops of the praftitioners. And, in 1675, he 
again repaired to the feat of fcience, at Paris, 
where, genius and diligence uniting together, he 
advanced with rapid progrefs in his profeffional 
eareer. He appears to have ftudied phyfic hif- 
torically, i^i order to trace the knowledge of the 
antients, that he might perceive the difcoveries 
of the modems. On the 13th of Auguft 1680^ 
he received the degree of Doftor in Medicine, 
from the faculty at Rheims. And, returning foon 
^er to Edinburgh, in order to praftife the 
healing art, which he had thus acquired, he wag 
named among the perfons, who were then the 
fnoft eminent for medical knowledge, in the pa- 
tent, that inftituted the Royal College of Phy- 
ficians, in his native city, on the ijth of No- 
vember 168 1. 

Being at laft fettled in practice, he ere long 
rofe to the heights and profits of his profeffion. 
While walking on thefe eminences, he caft his 
eyes on Margaret, the daughter of Colonel James 
Hay, of Pitfour, whom he married, and by whom 
he had a fon, and a daughter, A few years de- 
prived him fucceflively of his children, and his 
wife, to whom he addreffed an afFedionate copy 
of Latin verfes. He continued, however, to 
augment his praftice, with great diligence, and to 
extend his fame, with uncommon fuccefs. And, 
witfi dcfign to promote both, he publilhed, in 

1688, 
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1688, his Solutio Problematis de Inventoribus. In 
this treatife, he zealoufly afferted the right of 
Harvey to the difcovery of the circulation of the 
blood, who thereby laid the foundation for the 
mechanic principles of phyfic, which, in this 
country, ,Pitcairne firft brought into vogue. In 
the midft of his fuceefs, the RevoluHen gave him 
irreconcileable chagrin. His loyalty, which was 
hereditary in his family, faw none of thofe caiifes 
oi forfaulturey which the Convention had found in 
the mifconduft of King James. He deplored 
the ftate of Scotland in Latin verfe : He wrote 
the charming lines, which Dryden tranflated with 
a fimilar fpirit, on the death of Lord Dundee, in 
tlie moment of viftoiy, at the batde of KiUi- 
kranky, in 1689. This difguft made Pitcairne 
more eafily accept an invitation from the cu- 
rators of the univerfity of Leyden to be profeflbr 
of phyfic, in that illuftrious feminary. 
. . It was on the a6th of April 1692, that he 
pronounced his inaugural oration, in which he 
'explained the beft mode of improving phyfic. 
Whatever celebrity he gained, on that occafion, 
acute obfervers remarked, that it is always an 
eafier tafk to deftroy old foundations, than to 
ereft a new fabric. And, Boerhaave, who, when 
he fpeaks on the beft method of ftudying phyfic, 
has an indifputable right to an attentive hearing, 
gave it as his opinion that, except as to the cir- 
culation of the blood, Pitcairne affumed too 

much. 
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much, by allowing his fancy to impofc upon his 
judgment. 

When Pitcaime departed to Leyden, he left 
his love at Edinburgh. And, returning, in 1693, 
he married Elizabeth, the daughter of Sir Archi- 
bald Stevenfon, who was one of the King's phy- 
ficians, and who was honoured by Pitcairne with 
Ibme copies of verfcs. This lady brought him 
fcveral children, and much felicity. The feme 
caufe, which had induced Pitcaime to return to 
his native city, now obliged him to ftay, though 
he regretted the deprivation of his profeflbrfhip, 
while Leyden equally lamented the lofs of ^er 
profcflbr. 

At this epoch of his life, Pitcaime renewe4 
with augmented fuccefs, his praftice at Edin-^ 
burgh. He continued to divert himfelf, and his 
friends, with Latin poetry, in which he is allowed to 
have equalled the beft of the moderns. He wrote 
verfcs in praife of Newton, before Newton had rifen 
fuperior to praife. Yet, has it been truly faid, 
that Pitcaime fpoke contemptuoufly of othei! 
men, who, with lefs learning indeed, were yet 
intitled to juftice. In 1696, he fell .upon Sir 
Robert Sibbald, who has deferved well of the 
antiquarian world, and who had contributed more 
to the progrefs of knowledge, by his diligence^ 
had his judgment been equal to his learning. 
What provocation he had, or what apology he 
made, for aflaulting Sir Robert's Prodromus, in 

his 
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Itis Differtatio de legibus tUfiorids Naturalise cannot 
now be known. ( / ) The biographers fpcak up- 
on the point, as if they either knew not the truth, 
or chofe not to tell it. With this fpeck on his 
perfonal character, he rofe to be the firft phyfi- 
cian of his country, in his time* The univerfity of 
Aberdeen conferred upon him the degree of Doc- ' 
for, on the 7th of Auguft 1699. And thefurgeons 
of Edinburgh invited him to be a member of 
their college, on the 16A of Oftober 1701; an 
honour, which no other phyfician has ever en- 
joyed, {k) Such was Pitcaime, when he few Rud- 

diman 

( / ) Of this traA^ which is in my collection, the follow- 
ing is the title-page : « Archibald! Pitcarnij DiiTertatio, dc 
«' Legibus Hiftoriae Naturalis. Edinburgi, Typis Joannis 
** Rcid, et Sumptibus Thomae Carruthers, apud quern Ve- 
" niant. Anno Dom. 1696." It is not, then, anonymousf 
as ibme fiippofe; and it feems impofiible, that Pitcaime, could 
have difavowed, as other biographers aiTert, what was openly 
minted, at the place of his refidence. 

(i) In the Britiih Mufeum, there is the original (ketch of 
the life of Pitcairde, which was infertcd in the Biographia 
Sritannica ; and which had been fent to Do&or Birch by 
Dodlor John Clerk of Edinburgh, on the 7th of September 
J738. [MSjS. Birch No. 4223.] There is a coUedion of let- 
ters from Pitoairne to Doftor Robert Grey of London, in 
M§S, Sloan No. 3216. Thefe letters are very inftruftive, very 
gnimated, and very humorous. On the 14th of 0€tohtt 
J 694, he informed Dodlor Grey of his being very bufy in 
feeking a liberty from the town council of Edinburgh to open 
the bodies of thofe poor perfons, who die in Pauts-fFori 
and havenpncto^wn thenw «* Wc oifcr/' fays he, "to 
? «' wain • 



k 
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c^man in the obfcurity of Lawrence Kiik, dif-^ 
tinguifhed his worth, and placed him in a better 
light, at Edinburgh. 

When Ruddiman came to that city, in i7oo> 
he found it inhabited by thirty thoufand people^ 
who were divided by faftion, without being invi- 
gorated by rivalftiip. Edinburgh, without enjoying 
the comforts of elegance, did not then pretend to 
the gaieties of Iplendour. Her youth were inftruft- 
cd at a grammar fchool, which, in early times, 
had been eredled within her walls. It was from 
the bounty of King James, that fhe derived the 
illuminations of an univcrfity, which, in 1700, did 
not however teach profefledly the fciences of 
phyfic, or of law. And ftie had, fmce the year 
153 a, had the prcfence of a College of Jufticc, 

« wait on thefe poor, for nothing, and bury them after diT- 
« fedion, at our own cha^-ges, which now the town does ; 
•* yet, there is great oppofition by the chief furgeons, who 
«* neither eat hay, nor fuiFer the oxen to eat it, I do pro- 
'' pofe, if this be granted, to make better improvements ia 
** anatomy, than have been made at Ley den thefe thirty 
•* years : For, I think moft or all anatomifts have neglefled^ 
*' or not known, what was moft ufefui for a phyfician." Oa 
the i5thof Odober \6g^ the town council complied witk 
that requefl of Pitcaime ; and thereby .laid the foundation 
done of the great fchool of phyfic, in that city. Pitcaime 
fays, that they did not then know how to treat the fmall- 
pox : and he laughs imnuxlerately at two of the Edinborgl^ 
phyiicians, whom he names, for having killed Sir Robert 
Sibbald's daughter, vi^o died of thatdifeafe. Tiit Praxi^ 
Pit€mnij may be feen in Sloan MSSt No. 2582^ 

which 
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which diftributed right, in the Ihape of fyftem, 
tod at length formed a faculty of lawyers. • 

The year 1682 may be confidercd, as the epoch 
of the eftablifhment of The Advocates Library j 
which naturally attrafted Ruddiman, though for 
fome months, after his arrival, he had not a formal 
engagement in it. Sir George Mackenzie of 
Rofehaugh, who was bom, m 1636, and died, in 
1 69 1, after rifing to the head of his profeflion, as 
a lawyer, and to eminence in literature, as a fcho- 
lar, is entitled to the honour of founding that ufe- 
fill colleftion of law, hiftory, and fcience. He 
It was, who projefted this library ^ it was he, whoj 
at the foundation of it, pronounced an inaugural 
oration, difplaying its advantages, and fuggefting 
its improvement 5 it was he, who fhewed an ex- 
ample to others, by making it feveral donations. 
IJke other eftablifliments, its commencement 
was inconfiderablej its funds were uncertain; 
and its progrefs in utility was flow. But, fre- 
quent contributions^ augmented its numerous vo- 
lumes, both printed, and manufcript. And, a 
fettled fund for the ufcs of the library was at 
length eftablifhed. As every advocate, on his 
admiflion to the honours and profits of the pro- 
fcfiicn, was obliged to pay a certain fum, the fa- 
culty of advocates appropriated a part of this 
admijfton-money to the augmentation of their 
books. When Ruddiman was firft admitted into 
The Advocates library^ it was kept in Mills-Square. 
And the librarian, at thi^ iaera, was Mr. Steven- 

fon. 
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fon» (7 ) When Ruddiman had yet no fettled en- 
gagement there, he employed himfelf in arrang- 
ing books, copying papers, and in making ex- 
trails from interefting authors, {m) Ruddiman, 
with all his propenfion to ftudy, feems to have 
been fond of matrimony, either from a defire of 
the focicty, it gives, or from a conviftion of the 
ufefiilnefs, it brings. In 170 1, he married for 
his firft wife> Barbara ScoUay, the daughter of 
Scollay of Oatnefs, a gendeman of a fmall eftate, 
in the Orkney iflands. . She brought him a good 
connexion, butTlitde fortune. 

It was at the end of twenty years, from its firft 
foundation, that Ruddiman became formally con- 
nefted with "The Advocates Library i at the age 
of twenty-eight. On the ad of May 1702, he 
tnade his firft entry, as afliftant librarian. On the 
2 2d, and 2jd, of the fame month, the library wai 
removed from Mill^s Square to the vxAtx parlia- 
ment houfe, where it ftill unhappily remains. Mr. 
Steveiifori dicd^ on the 22d of July 1702; and 
Mr. John Spottifwoode; who is ftill fenfiembered 

(/) RudcHraani's poclcet-bc)ok, wMch was conlinunicated 
to mc ; and which contains, in his own hattd-writing, many 
Various particala:rs of Ins ea^rlteft tratlfadlion^ at Edii^burgh, 
froih the Id of May x-foi. 

(«) In a manufcript lift of his Hbrary, entitled '* Bibli- 
otheda fttddunanniana,'* there is the following entry : — 
" A book of Excerptions^ out of feveral authors, made by 
^< Mr. Thdmas Ruddimjahy froint 2 zd November 1701, to 
** t^ Jamiary i702~MS. 4to.'* 

J> for 
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for his valuable publications, (») and perfonal 
worth, was appointed the overfcer, till January 

1703- 
The Spottilwoodcs of Spottifwoode, in Ber- 

wickfliire, are a very ancient family, which has 

given an archbilhop and a chancellor, eminent 

ftatefmen, and brave warriors, to Scotland. The 

fon of the archbifhop. Sir Robert Spottilwoode, 

the lord prefident of the court of feflion, (0) died 

on the fcaffold, on the 20th January 1 646, for 

his adherence to his Ibvereign, during the civil 

wars, and for his attachment to the laws. His 

fon Alexander, having inherited the principles^ 

and profeffion of his father, fought with Charles 11. 

at the unfortunate battle of Worcefter, and 

(«) 1. His fpcech at the eleftion of reprefentatives in 
parliament for the (hire of Berwick, 1702. 4to. 

2. He publiQied Pradlqucs of the Law of Scotland, by 
Sir Robert Spotlifwoode, with Memoirs of his Life. Edin- 
burgh, 1706. folio. 

3. An Introduftion to the Knowledge of the Style of 
Writs, made ufe of in Scotland, Edinburgh, 1708. 4to., 

4. The Law concerning the Eleftion of Members of Par- 
liament, to fit and vote in the Parliament of Great Britain. 
Edinburgh, 1710. 4to. 

5. The Form of Procefs before the Lords of Seflion. To 
which was prefixed the prefent State of the College of Juxlic^. 
Edinburgh, in 1 7 1 1 . 8vo. 

(0) He was appointed a lord of feflion by the title of lord 
New Abbey, on the 14th of February 1626, and lord preli* 
dcut on the ill of November 1633. [Lord Hailes's Cata- 
logue, p. 8,-9.] 

died 
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4ied in 1675. V^-y Helen, a daughter of John 
Trotter of Morton hau, A • j^: ^.nder left John Spot- 
tifwoode, who was born at Edinbv '^h, on the 2Sth 
t)f November 1667, and who was educated at the 
fchool of Kelfo, and the college of Edinburgh , He, 
choofing jurifprudence for his profeffion, fcrved 
an apprenticelhip with James Hay, an eminent 
writer to the fignet, in order to learn the praftice 
of the law, which ftudying afterwards in its theory 
at Leyden, he was admitted by The Faculty ^ at 
Edinburgh, an advocate, in December 1696^ 
About the year 1698, he had the honour of be- 
ing the firfl:,who opened fchools, in his own houfc 
indeed, for teaching profcffedly the Roman, and 
the Scottifli, laws, which he continued to teach at 
Edinburgh, though not in the univerfity, forfix- 
and-twenty years. • 

It was in January 1703, that John Spottifwoodft 
was appointed, with Adam Coult, the joint keeper 
of the Advocates Library, under whom Ruddi- 
man afted, till February 1728. Jcrfin Spottif-* 
woode married, in 17 10, Helen Arbuthnot, the 
daughter of the vifcount of Arbuthnot, and the 
widow of John Macfarlane ofMacfarlane, by whom 
fht had the kte Walter Macfarlane, who is fo juftly 
celebrated for his Celtic literature, and antiquarian 
knowledge. By her, Spottifwoode left John 
Spottifwoode of Spottifwoode, the late venerable 
reprefcntative of that refpedlable family, who died 
at the age of eighty-two, on the nth of March 

^793- 

D a Such 
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Such was Spottifwoodc, whom Ruddiman fo 
long nfnflcd, as the keeper of the Advocates li- 
b«]'V, and fonictuiics helped, as the editor of 
h()(>k>i. It was» meantime, on the 28th of July 
170^1 that Ruddiman gave to Spottifwoode and 
I'ouh his U>nd> with William Simpfon, his mo- 
x\\K\ \ iMoihcr* tor fccurity, " That he would make 
** touh v\Mning all IxHjks and other things, which 
** at jMiU at aix\ or ihould thereafter be brought 
** iia\> iho library, according to figned catalogues 
** ikf the lame/' His falary wasa hundred pounds 
M^'ou> or eight pounds, fix {hillings, and eight 
pence, ftcrling, which were payable half yearly. 
I lis uncommon diligence was foon obferved. On 
the 26th of Oftober 1703, he was paid fifty 
pounds, Scots, as an extra allowance, for his ex- 
traordinary pains. He had moreover, an hono- 
rary prefent from every Undent, when he was 
about to be admitted an advocate, for correfting 
his thcfis. He was paid alfo for copying ma- 
nufcripts for the ufe oi the library, (p) The learn- 
ing, and judgment, the activity, and attention, 
which Ruddiman invariably exerted, for the be* 
nrfit of this inftitution, during fifty years, have 
juftly gained him the honour of being the fccond 
founder of The JdvocMes Library. ( y ) 

(/ ) 1 found the accurate informations^ which aro cqq* 
tuined in tliis paragraph, in Ruddiman* s pocket-hooA. 

( q ) See Mr. Brown's judicious preface to the firll volume 
tf the Catalogue, which Rudiliman and Goodal compiled. 

The 
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The prevailing fentiment in the heart of Rud- 
diman, during his whole life, was piety. Whea 
he refolved on any great undertaking, he deter- 
mined to work fteadily, but to truft in the aflift- 
ance of God. When he formed a ftate of his 
debts, of his credits, and of his expectations, I re- 
fer y faid he, the event of all to God. (r) As to modes 
of faith y he was an Epifcopalian. And, in De- 
cember 1703, he agreed to pay forty (hillings, 
5cots, for his feat y during two years, in Grafs 
Clofe meeting houfe. (/) Who the preacher was, 
or whether he prayed for the Queen, I am unable 
to telL 

His attention to the Advocates library did not 
engage his whole aftivity. In the years, 1703, 
1704^ and 1705, he tranfcribed much from the 
throniclesy and chartulariesy which were depofited 
under his care. The univerfity of Glafgow gave 
himfteady employment, in what he then regarded 
as agreeable labour. ( / ) He was very poor: 

and 

(r) Ruddiman's pocket-book, 

{/) Ruddiman's pocket-book. 

{ / ) In Ruddiman's pocket-book arc the following en^ 
tries:— 1705, Received of the univerfity of Glafgow 25 1. 
-Scots, for tranfcribing a MS. called Extracla ex Chronicis 
Scotiie. — 24 March 1 704, received of the fame 47 1. Scots, 
for tranfcribing the firft volume of Sir James £alfour*s An- 
nals of 424 folios. October 1 705, received of Mr, Hamilton, 
7I. 2S. for tranfcribing nineteen ihects of a MS. — 8 No- 
yember 1705, I refolved (by God's afliftance) to write 9s 

P 3 "*'*^ 
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and he thus laudably determined to be rich, by his 
diligence. He was extremely punftual m all his 
tranfadbions. And on the 25th of March 1704, 
he was carefiil to note, " that all the money he 
^' had ever borrowed was paid." For feveral 
years, after his arrival at Edinburgh, he had much 
intercourfe of kindnefs, and bufinefs, with his 
uncle, William Simpfon. And, his brotherjohn, 
being. at Edinburgh, in July 1703, partook of 
our author's bounty, who found the means of be- 
ing bountiful, in his attentive induftry. All thefe 
particulars, I have mentioned,- for the benefit of 
fuch young men, who, like Ruddiman, fally out 
into the world, to look for a livelihood , that they 
may imitate his diligence, and honefly, and truil, 
with his piety, in the aid of God. 

With that prudent induftry, which never left 
him, during life, he refumed his old employment, 
early in 1705. He, at this time, began to teach 
fuch ftiidcnts, as wiflied to profit from his know- 
ledge. Some came to him : he went to others. («) 

He 

much as T am able of the MS. I fhall have occafion to tran- 
fcribe ; and to take exa<a notice of the progrefs I make 
weekly. I defign (God willing) to write fix fliects a week. 
He had then tranfcribed eighty-eight (he«ts of the Chartulary 
of Murray. 

(«) In.Ruddiman's pocket-book there are the following 
entries: « 12 March 1705, Alexander Dean began to be 
" taught.— 21ft June 1705, Thonfis Smith .entered.— 
^' 2(5 June 1605, I began to go to Duniinnaa [the fon of 

«' Nairn, 
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He appears to have ere long extended his plan. 
In the beginning of 1706, he received the fons 
of relpedtable parents into his family, who pro- 
bably expefted to derive an advantage from his 
learning, and to enjoy the benefit of his converfa- 
tion. John Kininmonth j the Laird of Gairfay, 
the younger; Mathew Mackailj James Halden, 
the younger of Gleneagles; Patrick Steuart; 
George Dunbar ; and James Ogilvy of Achir- 
riesj ( AT ) were the liberal youths, who, in this 
manner, fought for inftruftion under the roof of 
Ruddiman, This fpecification of names puts an 
end to the tradition, that our author taught the 
elements of grammar to the late Marefchal Keith, 
Mac Dowall, who rofe to be Lord Bankton j and 

to 

«* Nairn, a Baronet]— 15 January 1706, William Miller 
*• entered.— 7 Jane 1706, Dn Pitcairne entered his fon An- 
** drew to be taught, and ga'ui me two gut/teas.*' He fpeaks, 
in another place, of ** the nurfi generous Dr. Pitcairne." 

(x) Rnddiman made the following entries in his pocket- 
ix)ok: 13 June 1706, 1 agreed with Mr. James Kininmonth, 
v/ho ifi to pay 20 1. for his chamber, for half a year.— 
16 June 1706, agreed with the Laird of Gairfay, younger, 
who is to pay for his chamber 30 1. Scots, for half a year.— 
James Halden^ the younger of Gleneagles, and Patrick Steuart, 
agreed jointly and feverally for a chamber at 3 1. fterling for 
half a year. — March 1707, George Dunbar entered on his 
chamber. — 12 July 1709, James Ogilvy of AcUrries en- 
tered on- bis chamber. 

P4 
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to Others, who arrived at Icfs eminence, by their 
z6dons in the field, or by their ftudies in the clofet. 

Ruddiman's conncftion with the bookfellers 
of Edinburgh commenced in 1706 ; owing to 
their dcfire of help, and to his wi(h for gain. He 
no doubt felt— 

*» Cum mercedc lajbor grador cflc potcfL'* 

And, he was, from this coniideration probably 
induced to correft, m 1706, Sir Robert Sibbald's 
JntroduSiio ad Hiftcriam rerum a^Romanis Geftarum 
in ea Borealis Britanni^e parte qua ultra murumPic- 
ticumeft. {y) When John Spottifwoode publifhed. 
The PraSliques cf the Laivs cf Scotland^ by Sir- 
Robert Spottifwoode, the Lord Prefident of the 
Seflion, (2) he afked the aid of Ruddiman, for 
which he paid him five pound fterling. (^) 

Jn every period of his life, Ruddiman followed 
a very laudable prafticc of making ftatements of 
his affairs, that he might frequently lee the 
amount of his credits and his debts. At the end 
of 1706, he drew up a very exad: Ibtc of both, 
whence he perceived, that after making every 
deduftion, he had a clear balance of 28 1. 2s. 
with juft expedtations, amounting to Q>;i6\. 7 s. 

( j^ ) It was printed in folio, at Edinborgh, in 1706. From 
yrecbriirn, the bookfeller, Ruddiman received for his affift-* 
ance three pounds llerling. [Ruddiman's pocket-book.] 

(z) It was printed at Edinburgh, in 1 706, in folio. 

(«) Ruddinun's pocket-book. 

• 6d. 
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5d. Scots, (i) Here is another example in the prac^ 
tice of Ruddiman, which, were it copied, would 
help the young to enter life with fefety, and enr 
able the old to leave the world with comfort ! 

Our author was induced by his habitual adli- 
vity to commence au6tioneer, in 1707, for which 
he was well qualified, by his knowledge of books, 
and his punftuality in bufinefs. He naturally 
dealt in fchool-books, (c) when he inftrufted 
fcholars. 

In 1707, he gave an edition of Volufenus Je 
jinimi Tranquilitate Dialogus^ Wilfon was a Scotf- 
jnan, who was bom at Elgin, in the county of 
Murray, was educated at Aberdeen and Paris, and 
who was pjitronized by Wolfeyi and, wandering 
into Italy, attrafted the notice of the celebrated 
Cardinal Sadolct, by his (kill in the Latin, and 
the Greek, languages. His dialogue on the 
Trdhquillity of the Mind was firft printed, by Gry- 
phius, at Leyden, in 1543. {d) Wilfon died on 
his road to Scotland, in 1547, at Vienne in 
Dauphiny. Buchanan, by writmg his epitaph, 
paid a tribute to his learnmg, and his virtues. 
And, Freebairn, the bookfeller, from the hope of 

( B ) Ruddiman's pocket-book; whence it appears, that hi$ 
hoafe-rent was thirty-fix pounds a year> and that the weekly 
expences of his family amounted to three pounds, Scots. 

( r ) Ruddiman*s pocket-book mentions both thofe fa6ls. 

( d) It was printed at Edinburgh, 1571, m 8vo. [Herb. 
3. V. 1493.] 

garni 
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gain, fummoned Ruddiman to corrcft the typo- 
graphical errors of Gryphhisj to give a new pre- 
fece J and to fubjoin a fketch of the life of Wilfon ; 
Volkfeni Ortusy Vita^ et Mors, {e) There was ano- 
ther edition of diis book printed at Edinburgh, 
in 1751, with a preface by John Ward, the pro- 
feffor of Grefham College, who dedicated his 
work, without any notice of the labours of others, 
to Wilhart, the principal of the Univerfity of 
Edinburgh. 

The various -avocations of Ruddiman did not 
prevent his learned diligence from engaging in 
greater labours. He publifhed, in 1709, 7^i&«- 
Jioni Cantici Solomonis paraphrajis pcetica. Arthur 
Johnfton, who has had the honour of being placed 
in competition with Buchanan, was born at Caf*- 
kieben, near Aberdeen, in 1587. Having ap- 
plied himfelf to the ftudy of phyfic, he obtained 
at Padua, in 16 10, the degree of Doftor in Me- 
dicine : and travelling through Europe, he re- 
turned to Scotland, in 1632, with a high reputa- 
tion for Latin poetry. (/) He, about that time, 

( ^ ) This new edition was printed by Robert Freebairn, 
at Edinburgh, in 1707, 8vo. There is a life of Florence 
Wilfon in Mackenzie's Lives of Scottifh writers, vol. 3. 
p. 29—34. 

(/') I have in my collfedion : *« Epigrammata Artori 
*• Johnftoni, Scoti, Medici Regij. Abredonise, Excud. Ed. 
•* Rabanus, 1632;" Whence, I am led to fufpeft, that 
Johnfton muft have returned fooner than 1632, when he was 
already the King's phyfician. 

became 
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became phyfician to Charles I. by the intereft of 
Laud> who wa$ pleafed with his P/alms^ which 
were.firft completely printed at Aberdeen, in 
1637. In this year, he edited the Delicti Po^ 
etarum Scotorumy to which he was himfelf a large 
contributor; and which, lays Doftor Johnfon, 
would have done honour to air/ country, {g) Thi$ 
kamed phyfician, and admirable poet, died, at Ox- 
ford, in 1 641, in the fifty-fourth year of his age* 
His works were printed at Middleburgh, in 1642, 
at the expence of Scot of Scotftarvit, the author 
of the Staggering State of Scottijb Statejmeny who 
was himfelf a poet. And, in 1709, Ruddiman 
publiftied Johnjloni Cantica^ with notes, which he 
dedicated, in a copy of verfes, to Dodtor Pit- 
caime. (Jb) But, it is doubtful, whether it were 
on this occafion, that the phyfician prefcnted the 
dedicator with a filver cup, (i) which was in- 
fcribed with a couplet from Horace : 

*' Narrator et prifci Catonis, 
** Saepe mero incaluifTe virtus." 

'—The gold of Johnftonwas afi:erwardstarni(hed, 
by the injudicious admiration of auditor Benfon, 

{g) In his journey to the Weftern Iflands. 
( i& ) It appears from Ruddiman's pocket-book, that an 
edition of two hundred, of the Cantica, coft him five pounds 
ten (hillings, ilerling, which he fold at a ihilling each copy. 
( / ) This cup was of a fmall fize, and fcarcely contained 
the half of«n Englifii pint : it remained in Ruddiman's fa- 
mily, till the houfe was entered by robbers, who carried off 
this honourable mark of Pitcairne's kindnefs. 

• who 
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who attempted to raife him, as a poet, to a fuperi* 
ority over Buchanan, the modem, and even to 
an equality with Horace, the ancient. 

Ruddiman, amidft all his avocations, and his 
ether kbours, was foon to produce what brought 
him greater gain> and has conferred upon him 
more lading fame. At the epoch of the union, 
Robert Freebairli, the bookfeller, had undertaken 
to publifh a new edition of VirgiVs JEneidy as it 
had been tranflated into Scottifli verfe, by the 
famous Gawin Douglas. Our celebrated tranf- 
lator fprang from an Eerl of Angus, in 1475, 
and became by his merit, as much as by his con- 
nexion, the Bifliop of Dunkeld, in 1516. He 
enjoyed feveral offices, in the church, and per- 
formed many fervices to the (late. He charmed, 
and civilized, his countrymen, by the emanations 
of his mufe. And he finilhed his wonderful tranf- 
lation of the ^neid, in 15 13, which was firft 
printed, at London, by Copland, in 1553. The 
poet mean time died, at London, while he was 
afting as a negociator, in 1522. The celebrity 
of his name, and the popularity of his poem, en- 
abled Freebairn to publifh his new edition^ after 
lome delay, in 17 10. 

The publilher found feveral learned men, 
whom, as they were proud to lend their aid, he is 
ftudious to thank for their various contributions. 
He acknowledges obligations to Nicholfon, the 
Bilhop of Carlifle, to Sir Robert Sibba^d, Doftbr 

' * Pit- 
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Pitcairne, Doftor Drummond, and to Mn John 
Urry of Chrift church, Oxford. The elaborate 
lifeofoyr great poet, which is prefixed to the 
work, was contributed by Bifhop Sage, who 
probably defired the concealment of his author- 
Aip, and who died, ds we ftiall find, in the fub- 
fequent year. The publifher, however, thought 
himfelf obliged, by gratitude, to acknowledge^ 
how much indebted he had been to the care of 
the judicious Thomas Ruddiman, who, in hi» 
opinion, " deferved all refpcft and encourage* 
** ment from the patrons of virtue and let- 
" ters." The fa6l is, that Freebairn owed more 
to Ruddiman than he mentions. It was Ruddi- 
man, who fuperintended the work, and correfted 
the prefs ; who wrote " The large Gloffary^ ex- 
" plaining the difficult words, and ferving for a 
** diftionary to the old Scottifh language." (k) 

Sir David Dalrymple, the late J^ord Haile3, 
was the firft to do juftice to the unrewarded la- 
bours of Ruddiman. This excellent judge re- 
marks, of the editor of ^he Evergreen that, as a 
gloflarift, he does not feem to have confulted the 

( i ) In his pocket-book, Ruddiman charged Freebairn » 
for corredUng G. D. [Gawin Douglas*s Virgil] *writin^tk9 
glojfary^ &c. a hundred pounds Scots, of which he acknow- 
ledged to have received forty-eight pounds. By this docu» 
flnent> is the authorfhip afcertained ; and by this evidence, 
is it proved, that Ruddiman was allowed 81. 6%. 8 d. iter* 
ling, for performing one of the moft elaborate works in our 
language. 

gloflarj* 
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gloflary to Douglas's Virgil ; and, with regard 
to Ruddiman, adds this able cridc, ** that they* 
*^ who have not confulted this gloflary cannot 
'^ acquire a competent knowledge of the ancient 
** Scottifli dialeft, unlefs by infinite and ungrate- 
*' fill labour. This eulogium is the leaft I can 
^ beftow on the learning and accuracy of Mr. 
*^ Thomas Ruddiman. His modefly was ftill 
^ more remarkable than his learning; for he 
*^ fufFered his gloflary to go forth into the world, 
** without the name of its author/* 



Sine pondere terrain. 



Spirantefque crocosj et in oma perpetaum ver^, 

** is the Clafical wifti of one, who has profited 
" by the labours of this ftudious, intelligent, and 
« modeft,man." (/) 

Freebaim's edition of Virgil's Mneid is a 
moft judicious publication. It opens with the 
life of the author, which contains all that well- 
informed diligence could coUeft, and to which 
is fubjoined ^he judgment of leaned meriy concern- 
ing Gawin Douglas. Then follows a modefl, yet 
inftruftive, freface^ by Freebaim, which was 
probably fketchcd by Ruddiman. It gives a 
fliort account of the prefent undertaking. The 
editors did not follow, fays the prefacer, the ex- 
ample oithoje hold critics ^ who do notjiick to alter 

(/) See the preface to Bannaiyne's ancient Scottifli 
poemt^ p. ix. i 

in 
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in autbers what they do not underftand. The in- 
corre(9iiefs of the copy, or the negligence of the 
printer, they were ftudious to amend by the help 
of an excellent manufcript, in the college of Edin- 
burgh. The large gloflary >vas neither at firfl: 
defigned, "we are told, nor promifed by them. 
On this head it is faid, with the modefty of Rud- 
diman, that it muft be frankly confeffed, there 
are fbme very few words, concerning the mean- 
ing of which, we could only make probable con- 
jeftures. After. the preface, follow General Ruks 
for underftmding the Language of Bijhop Douglases 
^ranflation of VirgiCs Mneid. Thefc General 
Rules y amounting to forty-two, were undoubtedly 
written by Ruddiman, and were compiled wth 
great accuracy of thought, and precifion of lan- 
guage. He who wifties for inftruftion, with re- 
gard to the old Teutonick language of our 
ifland, will find, in this traft, fatisfedbwy in- 
formation. 

The reader is, in this manner, conduced to 
^he Glojfary^ which is {o copious as to be a com- 
prehenfivc diftionary of the Anglo-Saxon lan- 
guage of Scotland, and of England, previous to 
the feventeenth century. Without aiming at 
perfeftion, which the author knew was unattain- 
able, he only laboured to be ufeful. Yet, has the 
gloflary of Ruddiman been cenfurcyd, as wanting 
many words wbick a£lually exiji in the tranjlation ; 

and 
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and a great thany more are Jo diftorted by falfe di* 
rhations^ that they only ferve to multiply our 
doubt^. (m) Our gloflarift only profefled to give 
the difficult words. And, it muft be allowed, that 
he had not provided himfelf with an Arabic 
Lexicon, a Pcrfian Diftionarjr, and a Shanfcrit 
Vocabulary, to enable him to fearch the defarts 
of Arabia, the hills of Perfia, and the plains of 
Indoftan, for the etymological origin of the An- 
glo-Saxon language. He was led by his judg- 
ment to draw his etymons from the moft obvious 
fources. He difcovered many in the traditions 
of his country, ftill more in the Teutonic dialedsy 
and many in the antiquated French. When he 
had found what he fought, he ftopt Ihort in his 
refearches, without affefting any coxcomical dif- 
play of etymological erudition. His great aim 
was, what he undoubtedly attained, to help the 
Unlkilfiil reader J but it was not to exhibit his 
own attainments. Etymology is fo clearly not 
a neceflary branch of the duty of a gloflarift, that 
I truft, fays the learned Tyrwhit, (n) I fhall be 
Cafily excofed for not having troubled the reader 
with more frequent digreflions of that fort. Thus 
we fee, that Ruddiman, in his avowed prafticey 
preceded Tyrwhit, in his judicious precept. 

(m) The Introduftion t6 T'ivo /Ancient ScottiJI? PcernU p. i. 
by Gallcndar of Craigforth'. 

(«) Adydrtifeihentr p. iii. to hi^^Gloflary to Chaucer. 

HacI 
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Had Ruddiman been better acquainted, it is 
faid, (0) with the Northern languages, he would 
haveknown, that the origin of the word deroy h 
of much higher antiquity than the old French 
dejroyer. The critic makes out his point with true 
etymological impertinence : he cites words from 
the Gothic, from the Iflandic, from the Saxon, 
from the Scythian, from the Welfh, from the 
Belgic, from the Swedilh, and from the Latin, 
iWithout one particle of refemblancc. Ruddiman 

! { ) By Callcndar in his CbriJPs Kirk on the Green^ P- 103. 
.The objedion of Callendar is ill- placed. Had he objeded 
to Ruddiman^ his ignorance of Celtic 9 the aboriginal lan- 
guage of his country^ there had been more propriety, and 
greater uPe. For want of Celtic knowledge, Roddiman is 
certainly miflaken in feveral of his etymons. Bry, or Brae, 
our gloilarift explains to mean» the fide of a hill, or bank of 
a river, from the Anglo-Saxon Bracan, or French Braye. But, 
the Scottifh 5r«^ is plainly Britilh in its origin. Thus: 
"Bri in Comilh is a hill, or promontory: Welih, Bre; 
whence Pen-bre Moel-Ure.-^Loch, fays Ruddiman, is a lake 
from the Latin lacus. But, Loch is plainly Iriih, though 
the Bhgliih orthography is Z(5|i&f .— Leiche, fays Ruddiman, 
isaphyficianfrom the Ang, Sax. Laece, a leech: But, 
Leicbe is probably from the Irilh Liogh^ a phyfician : whence, 
*Letgheas, Leighios, for medicine, help, ^c. There are a 
great variety of words, which arc fpoken daily by RuddU 
man's countrymen, and are confidered,as of Saxon derivation 
tjiough they be Celtic in their origin. Thus : Kraig is in 
Wefth a rock. A cupboard is Amri in Cpmifti, in Welih Mmari. 
mart is Er/e for a hi cow. Kirk's Voc. Nic. Hift. lib. p. 102. 
But, this is a fubjeft, winch requites tjie ample extent of 
adiffertation, rather than the narrow limits of a note. 

E ha4 
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had too corrcft a mmd to wander with Callcndar 
towards the regions of the North, to inquire for 
what he had learned, in his youth, on the braes of 
Boyney or heard, during his manhood, in the 
ftreets of Edinburgh. One muft lament, to fee 
fuch a genius as Callendar's cramped by his con- 
ceit ; to behold fo much learning enforced with 
fo litde ratiocination ; to view ufefiilnels of de- 
lign cut off by die ridiculoufnefs of fyftem, and 
the liberality of purfuit degraded by the vagaries 
of folly ! 

All legitimate etymology may be reduced 
nearly to queftions of fa6t. We muft firft trace 
the hiftory of every people, ere we can at- 
tempt to inveftigate their language. It would 
then be no difficult inquiry, to afcertain with 
fiifficient certainty, what Ipeech they brought 
with them into their original fettlcments ; what 
words they borrowed, in the progrefs of their 
knowledge, when they became acquainted with 
things,. that they knew not before; what idioms 
they acquired, in die viciflitudes oTfalhion, from 
the nations around them. When words have 
been traced, with the good fenfe of Ruddiman, to 
the Anglo-Saxon, it may be eafily inferred, that 
fuch words were imported by a Teutonic people, 
without launching out into the great ocean of 
-German literature. When we fee a fcientific 
term borrowed plainly from the Greek, it is fiif- 
ficient to aflcrt the faft, without inquiring^ 

whence 
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whence the Greeks may have borrowed it. {p) 
When wc meet with a word, in the Scots dia- 
led, which is purely French, etymological af- 
fedbtion alone could fliew, by the cordliltadoz^ 
of dictionaries, that the French derived it from 
the Latin, that the Latins borrowed it from the 
Greek, that the Greeks derived it from the He- 
brew, that the Hebrews fetched it from the plain 
of Babylon, at the early epoch of the confufion (f 
the Up.{q) It is by fuch etymological fooleries, 
that a liberal ftudy comes into the ridicule of the 
weak, and the contempt of the wife. 

A few months only elapied before Ruddiman 
was refpeftfiilly noticed, as Frcebaim had wiflied, 
by the patrons of virtue and letters. A vacancy 
happening in the grammar-fchool of Dundee, the 
m^;iftrates invited our grammarian to fill the office 
of rcdtor. The advocates had, mean-time, noted 

(/) John Stirling publiChcd, in 1738, for the ufc of 
fchools, << A Catalogue of Latin and fome Greek words^ 
'' which are now made ufe of in Engliih, differing from 
" their originals tmXj in termination : of Ladn words, to 
** which their £gnificadons in oar language have a great 
^* aflmity.'' This caulogue is much larger than one would 
exped at firft fight to fee. If fimilar Ms were made out of 
die words* which we have borrowed from other languages* 
foch Ms would greatly iOuflrate the hiHory of our own 
i^eech. This talk> indeed* has been very elaborately, per- 
fofmed by Mr. Benjamin Martin* in his Intrpdu^Um to tht 

( f ) Sec Bryanf s Hjrthology* vol. 3. p. yymmu 

£ a Ha 
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his induftry, admired his learning, and refpeftcd 
his modefty. With fuch induftry, learnings land 
modcfly, they did not like to part, when they 
heard of his invitatioh to Dundee. And, confi- 
dering bis extraordinary care of the library^ with 
the increafc of his trouble, "The Faculty determin- 
ed, on the 15th of July, 17 10, to fettle upon 
him an annual falary of 363 1. 6 s. 8 d. Scots^ 
or 30 1. 6 s. 8 d. fterling, in lieu of all fees, ex- 
trept the fmall gratifications, which were in ufe 
to be paid, on the admiflion of advocates. By 
fuch an attention, from fuch a body, Ruddiman 
was doubtlefs flattered. Though he would have 
made greater profit at Dundee ; yet, from re- 
fpe6t to the Faculty, he chofe rather to accept rf 
their falary, than to relinquiih their fervice. ( r ) 
The young may here fee another example of 
modeft worth being noticed, by the eye of dif- 
cemment, and rewarded, in due feafon, by tht 
hand of munificence. 

But, fuch is life, that during the moments of 
fun-fhine, the blaft of a ftorm is often at hand ! 
Towards the end of 17 10, Ruddiman loft his 
^ife. ( J ) She left him a fon, who had been 
named Archibald, after his patron Doftor Pic- 

( r ) See the Appendix, N*» 3. for The Aa of the Faculty 
•f Ad'uocatesy "wixh/aSl-Jtrniles of their names. 

( / ) On that occaiion; Ruddiman made the following ei^- 
try in his pocket-book : << The dlfburibments at my dear 
*< wife's funeral* aa. if io> amountqid to 305 1. izs. 6d. 
*«. Scots.'* 

caimei 
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cairne; and a daughter, who Was called Eliza- 
beth. He fettled them both in the country, 
cither for the benefit of the air, or from his in- 
ability to provide for them at home. ( / ) At the 
end of the year 1710, he flated an account of his 
wealth ; whence it appeared, that he owed 5 16 1. 
IIS. 6d; that he had credits to the amount of 
8 13 1. 5 s. 8 d. fo that, exclufive of clothes and 
furniture, he was worth 296 1. 14s. 2d. Scots. («) 
From this ftatemcnt wc fee, that he was growing 
daily richer: but, he who enters the world, 
without a Ihilling, muft labour many an hour, 
' before he can acquire the comforts, and dignity 
of opulence. Ruddiman, however, was never 
difcouraged; but continued his diligence, and 
trufted in God. 

Ruddiman was now known, at Edinburgh, as 
an editor, with fufficient learning, and uncom- 
mon induftry. And, James Watfon, the prin- 
ter, wanting help, when he was about to publifn 
the works of Drummond of Hawthomden, in 
171 1, naturally afked his aid. But, whether 
Ruddiman were the editor of the whole volume 

( / ) From his pocket-book it appears. That he placed 
his fon with James Colvil at the bridge of Inch, for whom 
he was to pay 14 1. Scots a quarter; that he fettled his 
daughter with one Paton at Mayfi^ld, at 1 8 1. Scots a quar- 
ten Thefe two, with a third child that Barbara Scollay 
brought her hulband, died in their infancy. 

{u) This ftatement is Entered in his ppcket-book. 

E 3 cannot 
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cmiot B0V be afixmiDcd. Si^ mdcftook 
dus talk, bat fivcd not to fimih k. Tiie Lkxs 
of die i%^ Jcmefs bf Drmmmmd hjd been twice 
pufaiijhcd bcfiMtc, tDwidch was ^rfixed an In- 
tiodiidiaD hf Hall of Giaj^s-Inn, who wrote it 
wiA caidcfe iniitmrinn, or mafig^nnt porpofe. 
And, a new latiodaAiQn was now ^ven hj Sa^, 
with 991^ bf Rodcfiman, (9) which fuptiicded 
the old, in irgud botfato Ibi^ and fendmcnt. 

The ftmilr of the Sages had lived for feven 
gmciadofis before the Ixnh c^oor editXMr, in the 
paiiih of Criech, which is fituated in the Nofth- 
Eaft <^Fifir, with much lepalatiao, bat with lit- 
tle property. John Sage, the friend and coac^utor 
c^Ruddiman, washerebcmHin i652,thefon of 
Captain Sagt, who foug^ in Lord DuSib's itg^- 
ment, on the King's fide, when Monk fttmned 
Dundee, on the joch of Ai^;uft 165 f . 

The civil wars kfr die £idier litde to give his 
Ion, except good principles, and a liberal educa^ 
tion. After diligent ftudy, in the univerfity of 
St. Andrew's, young Sage obtained his Mafter 
of Arts degree, about die year 1672. He now 
-made letters bis profeifion. And he was ere 
long appointed to be fchcolmafter of Bingry, in 
his native fliirc, and became afterwards ftrhooi- 

{iv) In hb Anrwer uy Logan, p. 36c, Roddinuui mckiMw. 
ledges thencies^ which arc not many in nimiber, hot are rt- 
ccilcnt in quabty. In tLcfe, he jettkd (bmc ^\tSj wliicii 
iad no: been fixed beibre. 

mafier 
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mafter of Tippcrmoor, in the county of Perth. In 
thefc ftations, without gaining opulence, he loft his 
health. He was at length invited by Mr, James 
Dfummond of Cultmalundic to educate his fons, 
whom he accompanied firft to the fchool of 
Perth, tod afterwards to the univerfiiy of St. 
Andrew's. Here, was he remembered, his learn- 
ing acknowledged, and his manners admired. 
His pupils left him, in 1684, when he departed 
from St. Andrew's, without any determinate 
objedl. 

In tWs moment of indecifion and helplefsnefi, 
Doftor Rofe, the profeflbr of divinity, in that 
univerfity, recommended Sage to his uncle, 
Archbiftiop Rofe, who gave him priefts orders, 
and perTuaded him to officiate, at Glafgow. 
In this commercial town, he continued to dis- 
charge his duty, with talents, and efficacy, till the 
tumults of the Revolution, in 1688, obliged him 
to flee to Edinburgh, for fhelter. 

He, at this period, commenced a pdlemical 
writer; thinking, no doubt, to fupport a falling 
Chprch, by the efforts of his head, and hand, (x) 

At 

{x) I ft. Mr. Sage wrote the fecond and third letters, con- 
cerning the perfecution of the Epifcopai Clergy in Scotland, 
which were printed at London, in 1689; the Reverend Tho- 
mas Morer having written the firft, and profeflbr Munro 
I the fourth. 

E 4 2' An 
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At Edmburgh, he preached a while, till refiifing 
to take the oaths of allegiance, when required by 
the government, he was obliged to retire. In 
this extremity, he found proteftion in the houfe of 
Sir William Bruce, the fherifF of Kinrofs, who 
approved his principles, and admired his^virtue. 
Keturning to Edinburgh, in 1695, he was ob- 
ferved, and obliged to abfcond. Yet, he returned, 
in 1696, when his friend. Sir William Bruce was 
imprifoned, as a fufpefted perfon. He was foon 

icHy. An Account of the late Eflabliftiment of Prefbyterian 
Government by the Parliament of Scotland, in 1690. Lon- 
d(Mi, 1693. 

3dly. The Fundamental Charter of Prejbytery. London, 
1695. 

4thly. The Principles of the Cyprianick Age^^-nxyith regard 
to Epif copal Fonjuer and Jurifdidion. London, 1695. 

5thly. A Vindication of the Principles of the Cyprianick 
Age. London, 1701. 

6thly. Some Remarks on a Letter from a Gentleman in the 
City, to a Minifter in the Country, on Mr. David Williamfon*s 
Sermon before the General JJJ'embly. Edinburgh, 1703. 

7thly . A brief Examination ofjhme Things in Mr. Meldrum^s 
Sermon, preached on the \6tbofMay 1 703, againjl a Toleration 
io thofe of the Epifcopal Perfuafion, Edinburgh, 1703. 

8thly. The ReafonahUnefs of a Toleration of thtfe of the 
Epffopal Perfuajion inquired into purely on Church Principles. 
Edinburgh, 1704. 

9thly. The Life of Gawin Douglafs, in 17 10. 

lothly. An /zr/r^?^«^m to Drummond's Hiftory of the 
Five James's. Edinburgh, 1711 .—And he leift feveral Ma- 
nufcripts on various fubjefts, that are mentioned in his Life^ 
ty Bifhop Gillan, which was publiihed at London, in 17 14. 

forced 
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forx:ed to look for refogc in the hiUs of Angus, 
under the name of Jackfon. 

After a while, Mr. Sage found a fafe retreat 
with the Counteft of Gallendar, who employed 
Wm to inftrua her femily, as chaplain, and her 
fons, as tutor. Thefe occupations did not whol- 
ly engage his a6tive mind: For, he employed his 
pen, in defending his order, or in expofmg his 
oppreflbrs. When the Countefs of Callendar had 
no longer fons to inftnwSt, Sage accepted the in- 
vitation of Sir John Steuart of Garntidly, who 
wanted the help of a chaplain, and the converlation 
of a fcholar. With Sir John, he continued till the 
decency of his manners, and the extenfivenefe of 
his learning, recommended him to a higher 
ftation. And, on the 25th of January 1705, he 
was confecrated a Bifhop, by Paterfon, the Arch- 
biftiop of Glafgow, Rofe, the Bifhop of Edin- 
burgh, and Douglas, the Bifhop of Dumblain. 

But, this promotion did not prevent ficknefs 
from falling on him, in November 1706. After 
lingering for many months in Scotland, he tried 
the effcd of the waters of Bath, in 1709, without 
fuccefs. At Bath, and at London, he remained a 
twelvemonth, recognized by the great, and carelT- 
cd by the learned. Yet, though he was invited 
to flay, he returned in 17 10, to his native coun- 
try, which he defired to fee, and where he wifhed 
to die. And, though his body was debilitated, 
he engaged, with undiminifhed vigour of mind, 

in 
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m the pxiblication of Drummond^s works, to 
which Ruddiman lent his aid. Bifhop Sage 
died, at Edinburgh, oh the 7th of June, 17 1 r, 
lamented by his friends for his virtues, and feared 
by his advcrferies for his taknts. Of Sage, Rud- 
diman always fpeaks as a companion, whom he 
cfteemcd for his worth, and as a fchohr, whom he 
admired for his learning. 

Our grammarian had fcarcely finilhed this taik,- 
irfienhis affiftance was afked for Abcrcromby, 
who puHifhed, in 171 1, the Murtiai Atcbieve- 
mttas of the Scots Nation, (j) 

Patrick Abercromby, Doftor in Medicine, 
was die fon of Alexander Abcrcromby of Fettcr- 
iiear> in Aberdeenlhire, and the brott^r of Fran- 
cb Abercromby, who was created Lord Glasford, 
in July 1685, (2) They were all Roman Ca- 
rfiolics, who partook of the misfortunes of James 
II. Patrick Abercromby fpcnt his youth in 
^wreign countries, as he teUs us himfelfi and was 
probably educated in die xmiverfity of Paris. He 
returned to Scotland, during the reign of Queen 
Anne, and bufied himfclf, in promoting the intereft 
of the abdicated family. His book of Martial 
AtcbtevementSy which was fupported by a long lift 
rf fobfcribers, was perhaps publiflied with this 

Xy) The firft volume was printed, at Edinburgh,^ in 
fcJio, by Robert Freebairn : The fecond was printed in 
1715, partly by Freebairn, and partly by Ruddiman. 

(fc) Crauford's Peerage, p. 167. 

defign. 
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del^« In his preface, he confefledhis obligatioa 
to bis kamed fi'iendy Mr. ^omas Ruddinum. When 
the fecond volume of ^fhe Martial Atcbievements 
appeared, imy 1 5, he again acknowkdged the fa- 
vour, that he owed to the judicious, and indefatiga- 
ble, Mr. Ruddiman, who not only correftcd the 
r«>/>y,butfupefintendedtheprefs. Freebaim print- 
ed the one half of this volume, and Ruddiman the 
other half- But, for this firft fpecim€n of his ty- 
pographical labours) our printer was probably 
never paid; (^) as Doftor Abercromby died 
about the year 17 16 5 leaving' a widow, in dif^ 
treOcd circumfbmces. 

In the midfl of thofe various labours, Ruddi- 
man married, in 17 1 1, for his fecond wife, Janet 
Horfeburgh, the daughter of John Horfe- 
burgh, a lawyer, who afted as fherifF-clerk 
of Fifclhirc. By this marriage, he proba- 
bly enlarged his connexions rather than increafed 
his fortune. She brought him a daughter, named 
Elizabeth, on the 14th Auguft 171a, who died in 
her childhood ; and a fon, Thomas, on the 4th of 
January 17 14, whom he railed to manhood with 
hopes, that were however blafled, by one of thole 
ftrokes of adverfity, which no prudence can fore- 
fccj nor power prevent. 

Ruddiman was not long retarded, by the re- 
view of Martial JtcbievementSi or by marriage, 
from the philological fhidies, in which he feems 

{a) The Dodtor is often mentioned in Ruddiman's ac* 
counts, as his debtor, even as late as Odlober 1735. 

to 
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to have, all his life, fo much delighted. In 1 7 13, 
he publilhed, wifb improvements y die Vocabulary 
of John Forreft, who had been fchoolmaftcr at 
Leith, and was one of the few Scotfinen, that had 
ever produced a fVord-Book* David Wedder- 
bum, the celebrated redtor of the fchool of New 
Aberdeen, at the beginning of the feventcenth 
century, had, indeed, written Vocabula cum aJiJs 
Ungues Latins JubJid^Sy which were infertcd in the 
various editions of his grammar. James Patcrfon 
had alfo publilhed a vocabulary, which in the 
jifdgment of Ruddiman, was only an abridgment 
of Ccllarius's Latinitatis probata liber memorialis. 
And, Thomas Watt printed at Edinburgh, in 
1708, A vocabulary, to which he added the Ian- 
gnrrge of the Jchools^ in Englifh, and Latin. But, 
the IJteyati of Scotland have not yet given any 
thing to the world, which can be called a Lexicon 
of the learned languages, {b) This barrennefs 

(t) ?f, however, we may credit Sir Robert Sibbald, David 
Colvil, who WA1 born in Fileflure, much enlarged the Dic- 
tionary of Ca-Tar CaKicrinm, which he publifhed at Venice, 
in \(>Uit a»ul ollcd it CaUpinus. [Hid. of Fife Appendix.] 
•— !ii), Sir Kobcrt is willing to transfer the property of Ca- 
lc»pin» n native of Calepio, in Italy, whence he took his 
fwm**, to t.'nivil, hih countryman. Calepin died on the 29th 
i>r ()<*l(ihn , 1510. Mis Didlionary was augmented by Paf- 
(«.'»«;, Rit'l pubUllu^l at Lyons, 1681, in two volumes, folio. 
'i\w luir |H()frlloi (icoij'.c Steuart, indeed, of the univerfity 
Iff Kiliiihiirgh, txfwY thirty years labour, had finifhed a Latin 
J)i/»li»#tiMry, which 5« VfM^rt' copious than Ainfworth's, and more 
9U\mAU \\\A\\ Mttlctm*«, 

majr 
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may poffibly be owing to the fertility of England, 
who earlier took po(]feflion of the claflick field, 
which fhe cultivated with great (kill and labour. 
Wlule Ruddiman was thus employed, he loft 
his aftive patron, Doflror Pitcairne, the friend of 
Bellini, the preceptor of Boerhaave, the piafter of 
Mead, who died, at the age of fixty-one, on the 
23d of Ofkober 1713. When the poets of 
Scotland came to offer their verfes, (f) at the 
tomb of him, who had prefided among them, 
Ruddiman haftened with his tributary tear. Af- 
ter he had infcribed, with a gratcfal pen. Pit- 
caime's epitaph, Ruddiman bad him farewel with 
fond recolle(5tion of his patron's talents and fa* 
vours >-- , 

Ergo Vale lux Scotigenum, Princepfque Mcdentump 
Mufarum columen deliciaque^ male ! 

Ruddiman tried to (how his gratitude to the dead, 
by endeavouring to benefit the living, {i) He 
negotiated the fale of his patron's library to Peter, 
the Great, through the influence of the Czar'i 

(f) Sec the VcrfcB to Pitcairne in Pitcarnij Poemata, 
p. 84— 98, and Ruddiman's Epitaph in Monteith's Theater 
ef Mortality^ p. 242. 

{d) Being at Edinburgh, in 1791, I had the honour to 
Vifit a maiden daughter of Doctor Pitcairne, who, though (he 
was bowed down with age, received me with her father's 
politenefs, and converfed with her father's fpirit. When I 
alked her, if (he remembered Ruddiman, (he faid, tliat ihe 
remembered him very well ; that he had made a catalogue 
of her fath^*s books^ and would take nothing for his pains. 

^ ' phyfician. 



11 
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phyfician, Doftor Erikine. The widow of Pit- 
caimc lived till Odtober 1754, when Ruddiman 
attempted to perpetuate her worth. (^) The 
daughters of Pitcaime carried his bkxxl into the 
noble &milies of Kelley, and Colville. The fon 
of Pitcaime, running out to the rebellion of 17 1 5, 
was laved from the ftroke of juflice, by die ac- 
tive int^rpoiition of Doftor Mead, who finely faid 
to Walpolc, that if the miniftcr's health were 
bettered by his (kill, or the royal family were prc- 
fervcd by his care, it was owing to the inftrudions 
of Pitcaime. Such reciprocations of kindnefs 
ought ever to be remembered, both as tributes to 
the dead, and as examples to the living. 

Ruddiman publifhed, at length, in 17 14, The 
Rudiments of the Latin tongue i being, Aneajy 

(#) Ruddiman publifhed the following chara£ler of her> 
in the Caledonian Mercury of the aoth Odober 1754 • 

'' On Saturday laft died, in a very advanced age, Mrs. 
•< Elizabeth &even(bn, daughter of Sir Archibald Steven- 
, ** fcnir phyiician to his Majefty, King Charles II. and relid 
" of the eminent and ever-famous Dr. Archibald Pitcaime, 
** whmn (he outlived 41 years. She was a perfon of great 
** prudence, exexapfary piety, and above all, of a fingular 
** cvennefs and compofednefs of temper, which Ihe pre- 
** ferved to the la^ amidft the many viciffitudes of fortune, 
'' wherewith (he had been exercifed : all which, with many 
'< other accomplidiments, which adorn the fex, did not only 
** highly endear her to her family, relations, and friends, but 
^ alfo leave a grateful remembrance of her in the minds of 
** all thofe, who had the benefit of her converfation and ex- 
" ample.'* 

I • Intr^duaim 
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IntrodulHdn to Latin Grammar. (/) This work 
will tranfmic our grammarian's name fnxk ce«> 
Icbrity to every age, as long as, the language of 
Rome ihall continue to be taught in the fchools 
of Scotland. Philolc^ had not been much cul* 
tivated in the Northern parts of Britain, before 
Ruddiman appeared. (|[) The worics of foreign 
grammarians; of Defpauter and Vives; were 
printed often in profc, and fomctimes in verfc. 
In the progrefe of improvement, or innovation^ 
the Scottifli fchoolmafters had fucceffiyely pub- 
liihed grammatical efiays, which may have gra* 
tificd pcrlbnal vanity, without gaining the public 
approbation* Two grammars, however infuf- 
^cient, had taken pofleflion of the fchoob $ the 
Graimmatica Defpauteriana of Kirkwood, which 
was i^n'itten wholly in Lads, die langu^^, that 
the Dsfpmteriana was defigned to teach s and 
Simplbn's Rudimsnta Grammafuis, which were 
dcfcdive in the fjmtax. Yet, when jii^ce re- 
qmred Ruddiman to di^raife the phijb^lo^cal 
labours of his predeceflbrs, he fupprcffed, with 

. (/) It was printed at Edinburgh, in 17x4, by Freehaim, 
and it was entered at the Stationers HaI1> in London, for 
Andrew Bell» on the 26th of March 17 15. The original 
MS. in the author's own hand writing, is in ?%r Athocatts 
Ifiirary, 410. The fecond edition was publiflied at £QiA« 
burgh, in 1716, and the third edition, in 1720. ' 

{g) Sc^tJi^e Appkn»ix, N<» 4, for a thranoUgkal U/^ 
which was drawn up by Ruddiman^ of fuch grammar i as had 
been written by Scotfmen. 

his 
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his accuftomcd modcfty, the names of the al^• 
thors, and the books, which he was about to cen- 
fure. 

He did not, at lait, engage Ipontaneoufly in the 
ufeful talk of giving afliftance to children, in the 
learning of the Latin language. He was folicited 
often, by the maftcrs of fchools, to undertake the 
compilation of a new grammatical treatilc, which 
might fupply the defc6ts of the old; and which was 
foon known by the title oi Ruddiman's Rudiments. 
In the performance of this engagement, he was 
kindly helped by the learned few> who wfhed 
fuccefs to the benevolent defign. He confulted 
the beft grammarians, both ancient and modern, 
and adopted from all what he deemed mod 
fuitable to his purpofe. Yet, was he obftrufted 
much in his progrefs, by the contefts among pe- 
dagogues, about the beft method of communi- 
cating the Latin tongue, and by the impoffibility 
of fatisfying contradiftory opinions. In follow-, 
ing, amidft thefe embarraflfments, his own judg- 
ment, he reduced the rudiments into a Jhort texti 
and gave an Englifli verfion with the Latin ori- 
ginal ; leaving every matter to chufe either the 
Englifli, or the Latin, as he might think proper i 
and fubjoining for the ufe of thofe, who might 
think the text too compendious, notes, which 
were at once copious, and explanatory. And, 
afFefting little novelty, he departed no farther 
from the common fyftem, than former gramma- 
rians 
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rians had receded from truth. His tv^ork ^aS 

generally approved, as foon as it was carefully 

infpefted. He had diligently followed the Ho- 

ratian precept : 

«« (Juicquid pr^cipies eftb bf evh, ut dtft' dldla , 
" Petcipiant animi dociles, tencantque fideles.'* 

He lived to fee his Rudiments run through fifteieri 
editions. And, when he departed, at the utmoft 
extremity of life, he left this faleable treatife, as 
a produftive income to his widow. 
' Ruddiman had fcarcely publiftied hisRuJi' 
ments, for the inftruftion of children, when hei 
engaged in a more arduous ilndertalcing, for the 
infprmation of men. He Undertook, as an edi- 
tor, to publifh, Buchanani Opera omnia. This 
difficult tafk had been undertaken, about the 
year 1701, by Mofman, the bookfellcr of* 
Edinburgh, who printed fbme of the fheets, 
which he^ was obliged to cancel, owing to 
the infufficiency of his editor. * The death of 
Mofmani transferred his projeft, 'with the dif- 
ficulty attending it, to Freebairn, the printer^ 
The (kill and diligence of Ruddiman now re- 
commended him as the fitted cditdrj and he 
was induced, rather by the approbation of others,- 
than by his own forwardnefs, to iinderfake a talk, 
which. Whatever profit it may have brought himy 
cfitailed Oh his future life, the malevolent perfe- 
tutions of party-2eal. It may tt onde pleafe, and 
mortify, the lovefs of iitcraturcj to be told, that 
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for this grc^t perfor|]awice> Ruddiman wajs pro- 
mifed forty pounds fterUng s which was perhaps as 
l^ge a reward as preeb^irn coidd afford, while> 
in Scotland, every houfe had ^ot yet a library. 

In this manner, then, were the^ entire works of 
Buchanan for the firft time collefted by Ruddi- 
man, as the editor, and publiflied by Freebairn, the 
bookfellcr, in two folio volumes, during the year 
1 7 1 5. The firft volume contains his Hifiory^ and 
his Political Treati/4tf,txchirive of the Pre/ace, and 
the Life: The fccond volume comprehends his 
poetry, philological trafts, .and his epiftles^ 
Splendour was fuperadded to ufcfulnefs. A 
fculpture by Cooper was prejixed, reprefenting 
Buchanan, as crowned by the genius of literature^ 
and announced by the trumpet of fame. 

The book opens with the preface of Freebairn^i 
which had plamly been written by Ruddiman. {b} 

He 

(h) In a manafcri|>t noie <m a pamphlet, entitled FuriuSt 
t^hich will be herein after mentioned, Ruddiman fay»: 
*' What view T. R. had, in publiihing his notes on Bu» 
«* chanan, is to be learned from its prefa,ce to that edition. If 
*^ the Briti/h conlHtution is to fland upon Buchanan's prin- 
*' ciples, it certainly hay bat a very weak foundation ; and 
" yet weaker, if T^ R.*i annotation? be )uft. But, the truth 
** is, that T. R. has not in the leaft meddled with th^ Bri«* 
«'ti(h conHitution, unl^s it be, that in one note he afierta 
«*• and proves. That the monarchy t>f Scotland was, by ita^ 
"original frame, hereditary ^ and in other notes, that Robert, 
" the third, was his fatheW bwful fon."- Thu!i far Ruddi- 
man. Weha^eh^fc ^\xi i|is, i^kjiDwledgmc^, that tU 
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He began j in prefitbrjr form, with aft apology 
for the tardincfi of the publicdtioh : And^ hA 
chded with deprecatory wilhes for the ^rfbH of 
the work, which he hoped were mc muha net 
^aniia^ neither nianjr iri riuihber, hor great in 
moTTleht. He gave an cliborate ftatehlcht bf 
the various editibns of ^ Buchanan's fepahite 
works. He cxpofed the chronological errors, and 
the fadidils fpirit of "The Bftoty : And he laid 
opcii the fources, whence he dre*^ the dbcU- 
rnents, ^hich enabled hint t6 reftify k)th* 
With Scylla, on the right, and Chaiybdisj 6ri th« 
left, he endeavoured with good managementi 
but withoitt ultimate fticcefs, to fteef- his f *flel 
fefeljr through this dangerous ftreight. He^ iac-* 
knowledged, with the watmelfc thankfulnefs^ the 
dbligatioris he owed to fevcral men of learning ^ 
hi their able affifiance, in this difficult iaflc. 
Sir David Dalrymple, the Lord Adtocate bf^ 
Scotland^ contributed his intelligent help, witik 
the kihdnefs of a friend. Fletcher of Saltoii, thi 
Cato of the age i promoted the defigil with the ufual 
ardour of his fpirit. Pitcairne, the incomparable 
phyfician, who, as Ruddiman delighted to teUj 

preface was his own : Aivd we have here Ms aniWcr, iii if^^i 
to the fuggeftion» which party had inculcatecf, for almbft for- 
ty years, that Aoddiman had flepped out of his way, in i 7 i ^, 
io wound the Britiih conMtution^ through th^ fides of Bu^ 
chanati ; aAd> for this end, had undertaken thU editio&^f hii 
Works. 
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was not only flcilful in his profeffion, but pro- 
foundly verfed in polite literature, gave his 
continual aid, while he lived. He mentions 
alfo.John Drunxmond, Doftor in Medicine, 
Laurence Dundas, the profeffor of languages, in 
the college of Edinburgh, John Macdonald, 
James Anderibn, a whig, and John Gillan, a 
Jacobite, as two antiquaries, who were forward 
to aflift his labours. This preface, he communi- 
cated to Drummond, Dundas, and Gillan, in or- 
der that they might corredt the language, rather 
than add to the matter. ( i ) 

The preface naturally led on to The Ufe of 
Buchanan, which is afferted to have been written 
by himfelf, two years before his death. Ruddi- 
man gives a fceptical note, which feems to dif- 
cover his doubts of an affertion, which has never 
been fupported by proof Yet, he faw only pare 
of the truth. He did not perceive, what appears 
to have been the faSy that of this life Sir Peter 
Young was the author. (^ ) Short and fuperfi- 

cial 

{ / ) Antichrlfis, p. 22. 

{k) Orthis tmth, I convinced myfelfby a confideration of 
the following reafons : 

ift. On the 15th of March 1579-80, Sir Thomas Randolph- 
wrote from London to Peter Young, who was then the pre- 
ceptor of King James, under Buchan/in's fuperi^i tendance j 
urging him to write Buclian^n's Life ; and pffering him 
hints for his fut>ie^. [Rud. Epift. Biich.' Op. p. 19.] 
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dal as it IS, it may be faid to end with 1565, 
without noticing the fubfcquent events, in the 
diverfified life of Buchanan, Ruddiman en- 
deavoured, by his notes, to contribute fomething 
CO the authenticity of the fafts, and, by the addi- 
tion of anecdotes, to extend the length of the 
narrative. It may be allowed, that his diligence 
did much, diough the infufficiency of his in- 
formation left much for fucceeding biographers 
to do. Thofe, who have been forward to cen- 
fure his performance, have not, however, con- 
tributed an equal number of documents ; nor 
have they, with the fame fuccefs, endeavoured to 
difentangle the knotty, or to knit the loofe. 

2clly. Doftor Thomas Smith fays exprefsly, « That Peter. 
*•* Young wrote briefly the Life of Buchanan." [Vita Petri 
Junij, p. 1.7. in the Vita Illuftrium Virorum, Lond. 1707.] 
The Life is written without any attention to accuracy, with 
Kttle aftivity of refearch, and with not much prccifion of 
remark; yet> Buchanan^ doubtlefs, knew of the defign, and 
lent las affiftancc. This writer, whoever he were, talks of 
John Major as ,being in gMrema Jenedute^ in 1524., when he 
was only fifty- five, which is the very prime of a profeflSr. 
He fpcaks of Henry VIII. ^s jam fenhre, in 153$* when he 
was but forty -eight. He makes Buchanan meet Cardinal 
Beatcm at Paris, in 15399 a twelve-month after he had re- 
turned to Scotland: I am thence led to fufpe^, that Bu* 
chananmade his efcape from St. Andrew's, by the way of 
London, to Paris, not in 1539, but in 1538, wlieri he might 
have met the Cardinal. I could run through the whole Life, 
and fhew fimilar fooleries, and fome malignity, in every 
page of it. 

F3 ' To 
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Ta the Lifea Ruddinpian fubjoined the ^efti^: 
^^on^w of th? learned in favour of Buchanan^ 
which, withputany notice of his fauks, only re- 
colj^d his virtues. And to this> the editor hai^ 
addcdj what is of more importance to literature, 
a Ca^alo^ue of the various editions, and of the 
manyfcript copies, of the whole works of 
Buchanan. 

To tb^ Ufi^ now fucceeds the Htfiory, which 
is printed firft, though it was the laft of his la-, 
bours. It has been pertinacioufly debated by 
BjUddiman and his opponents, at what time 
Buchanap. began to cpnipile the hiftgrigalrwork, 
which was to clothe him, in the conceit of his 
friends, with lafting renown. Soon after his re- 
turn to Scotland, when he was bufily coUefting 
his furtive pieces, his attention was called to 
this difficult fubjed by his patrons, as Ruddiman 
has ably Ibewn. The real epoch, however, can- 
not now be afcertained. When Buchanan com- 
menced the drudge of a party, in 1567, he proba- 
bly began to write what was to be the apology for 
the party. He had already made fome progrefe, 
when he went to London, in 1568. Cecil wa$ 
foon informed of his defign, and continually in- 
tcrefted himfelf in its progrefs. In Auguft 1577, 
Buchanan propofed to fend his manufcript to 
the prcfs, during the fubfequent winter. . Somc-r 
thing was. foon after loft by him, which he trufted 
foon to recover, or clfe, as he told Bowcs^ " to 
I . " fupply 
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^' filppiy yA± foir travcU." (/) What he at 
diattiittfeloft cannot now be eaffly found, (m) 
in l&pttmber 1578, Buchanan had brought 
dbwn the Ifory to th^ deatihof Muttay, when he 
talked^ of delivering it to the printer. Yet, he 
fiill detained his fevouHte child under his pa- 
rental roof. And, notwitfiftanding every inter- 
ruption from negligence, or from-gout, he pro- 
ceeded to write the twentieth bbok, wiiidi con- 
tinues die difaftrous tak, from tiie Ipring of 1 570 
to the autumn of i J72, when he abrupdy broke 
offj without retrofpefltive reftcftipn as to th^ 
palt, or GOrtjeftural remark on the future. 

The'manufcript was at length fcnt to Alex- 
^der'Arbuthnot, ^p had been appointed the 

(/) See the letter 9f BoVes, Queen Elizabefh's ambaf^* 
fedor, to Mr. Secretary Cecil, from Stirling, the 18th Sep-, 
fember 1578, in Murden's State Papers, 316. 

( m') I cbnjedure, that Buchanan mayj amidft th* multi- . 
Jflkity of his affttirs, h^ve^ loft the copy of the three firil 
kooks'ofhis Hiftory, wtiich>he was, of courfe, obliged '* t$ 
** /"f^y it^/'/j&yo/r tra*velL^* The two firft books appeal, at 
prefent, to have httnhefiily written : and the third boo{c is 
^nere tranfiription froin Roman authors, and even from Bede, 
and'Giraks^ which any hatld conld^ perfbrm, without **/oir 
"^^itfiveU/* This lofi, B&chanim was, in tliis mlihner; 
cbHged to ftipply, a ikon time probably, before he fent his 
Hiftory to the prefe. The letter of Bowes, which wa3 Mi 
publifhed by Nlurden, had never beenfeen by R'addiman, Ot* 
Man, or by any othfr.^f the difputants, with regard to thit 
curious point. If my conjedlure be founded, it will go far 
tdv(ra^d^ plttti6giari end to the controverfy. 

F4 KiDg'4 
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King's printer, in i579> and who liv^d in Edin-? 
burgh, at the Kirk in the Field. That Alexander 
Arbuthnot, the contemporary principal of the 
King's coUege, Aberdeen, was the printer of 
Buchanan's hifl:ory> has been maint^ned, with 
ridiculous pertinacity, by James Man, and by 
others, who, with foolifh zeal, thought it honour- 
able for Buchanan to have his hiftory incorre^ly 
printed by that eminent fcholar. Againft the 
foolery of James Man, who was often warned of 
his mift^e, ( « ) Ruddiman argued cogently, ( ^ ) 
that the office of Kmg's printer was quite incom- 
patible with the neceflary relidence of the prin- 
cipal of a college, at the diftance of eighty miles 
from the prefs. The evidence pf a record, how- 
ever, has decifively eftablifhed tbefaSij that they 
were different perfons. The writ of privy-feal> 

' which appointed Alexander Arbuthnoti the 
King'§ printer, defcribes him as a burgefs of 

^ Edinburgh: But, Alexander Arbuthnot, the prin- 
cipal of the King's college, was not a burgefs oif 
Edinburgh. 

From the Kirk in the Field, The Hiftory was 
fentinto the world, in September 1582, with 
many an error, in every page. (/>) Allthefe 

Rud- 

(») Byprofeffpr Thomas Gordon of the King's College, 
as he afTures me. ' • * 

{0) Antichriiis, p. 26 . 

(/) There are fubjoined to the Notes and Oh/er<vations 
•f Thomas Crawfurd, on Buchanan's Hiftory ^ which were pub- 
— • • ' lifhed 
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p.uddiman endeavoured to correft, with an un^ 
iuckjr diligence, which proved fetal to his future 
quiet. The notes, critical and political, that our 
f ditpr fubjoined to ^be Hiftotyy raifed up indiyi'* 
duals, and parties againft him, who tried, with 
pertinacious zeal, to cover his grey hairs Vith ig-^ 
nominy. But, their fuccefs, however vexatious, 
was notequal to their efforts. Their ftrength was 
enfeebled by their malice ; and their powers of 
mifchief were unequal to his vigour of defence, 
even after he had been obliged, by the infirmities 
of age, to employ the eyes, the ears, and the 
pens of others. To his AnnotationSy Ruddimaq 
annexed, what gave ^he Uiftory a value, that it 
had not before, tabula Regum Scotia Cbronologica*^ 
^d what was of ftill greater ufe, confidering how 
Buchanan has perverted names, Propiorum Nq^ 
minum Interpretatio. 

There was, no doubt, great propriety in print- 
ing with 7he Hiftoryy in the fame volume, the Po^ 
liticd 'TraSis of Buchanan j becaufe they form a 
proper fupplement to annals, which were begun^ 
by the fuggeftions of party, and were finiftied, 
by the zeal of a partifan. The temporary 
treatifes, zealots can fcarcely hope to revive. 
The Be Jure will continue to be printed, during 
anarchical times, and will, doubdefs, be praifed^ 

liflied at Edinburgh, by Freebaim> in 1708, twelve odlavQ 
T^^gti oi Errata Tyfographica* 

in 



itt cvcrr age, by thofc bufy men, who miftake 
ftrdotlf of novelty for attachment to freedom* 

The fcdond volume 6f Buchanan^s works con- " 
tains his poetry, his philological trafts, and his 
t^pifties. To each of thcfe heads, the editor fub- 
joined annotations, which have fometimes illiaf- 
tfattd the obfcurities of the copy, and often <*or- 
redted the errors of the prefs. Ruddiman added 
a molt erudite diflertation Ve Metric Bucbananai^ 
LiMlut<^ which difclofes the nature of his poetry, 
arid difplays the beauties of his choice. And 
here ended the labour, though not the folicitude, 
of Ruddiman, with regard to the whole wofk$ 
trf'Btichanan* 

When this edition was publiHied, after all the 
lilabofation of Ruddiman, it was received by 
learned men, rather as it afFcfted their prepof- 
feflions, than as it was approved by their judg- 
ments t 

*' fn ttiftn kaoris haiftnt JuA fata lihetlu^^ 

By thole, who thought well of Ruddiman's li* 
terature, and politics,, it was highly praifed: By 
the zealots, who imagined Buchanan to be in- 
fallible, it was reprobated by every mode of 
teniUre, and rejefted with plain avowals of 
tecriinination* 

A fociety was foon ft)rmed of the fcholars of 
Edinburgh, for publilhing a correft edition of 
'Buchanah*s works; with the declared defign of 
Vindicating " that incomparably learned and 
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^ pufuszuxboriromAc calunmics of Mr. Thomas 
'^ Ruddimaxi." Th^incomparabfy learned and piouf, 
JociOy confiftcd of the following pcrfons : Mn 
James Andetfon, [the} femom antiquary; the rc= 
verend and erudite profeflbrs^Hamilton and Smithy 
Charles Macky, the profcfibr of Hiftory ; [SirJ ' 
Robert Stewart, the profeflTor of Natural Philofor 
phy; the Rev. George Logans [Sir] Archibald 
Steuart [Denham,] the advocate j with many 
others of inferior note. Their lucubrations wcr§ 
long expefted by thofe, who intereftcd theni- 
felyes in Buchanan's fame, and in Ruddiman'# 
charader, though they were never gratified by 
their publication. As thefe profound fcholar^ 
qould not write vulgar Englifh, Adam Watt, thf? 
profeffor of the Roman language, at Edinburgh^ 
had the charity to clothe their nakednels with ^ 
Roman drefs. (y) Animated by the kindnefs of 
Watt, they proceeded to fluff eighty pages with 

« Notts'^ 

(f) By the favour of the very ingenious and truly conv- 
manicative George Paton, one of the vice-prefidents of the 
Antiquary Society of Edinburgh, I have before me a quar- 
to volume, which being written in a fmall hand, contains 
much matter in a fmall fpace ; and which comprehends the 
milted works of the above mentioned fociety. It was from 
it, that I was enabled to fpecify the names of the members. 
From it I am able to date other particulars* Of this vo« 
lume, the following is the title-page : «« Notts to vindical 
** the Truth and clear off the Afpertions by, or in, Mr. Tho- 
** masRudeman's preface to Mr. Robert Freebaim's edition 
•* of George Buchanan's Hiftory from malignant fpirit : er 
« Mr. James Anderfon Antiquary and others their Vindica- 

" tioA 
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** Notts^^ upon the Annotations of Ruddiman, The 
reader is wearied, and confounded; but, he is nei- 
ther Convinced, nor informed. Confidering Bu^ 
Cihanian as infallible, the critics only laboured to 
dcmonftratei how eafily prejudice may convert 
falfehoods into faftsi and ungraceful fcandals into 
fair reports* 

About the Life of Buchanan^ the aflbci^ted edi- 
tors (hewed fiill more zealous anxiety. They 
triticized the critic moft unmercifully. But 
they did not inftrud the reader. They did 
not reveal then what had not been revealed 
before» They had not fent to St. Andrews, and 
to Paris, in order to afccrtain the dates of Bu- 
chanan*s literary honours. They had not fearch- 
edthe records for the fucceffive epochs of his po- 
litical preferments. They had not ranfackcd 
the ftate papers for anecdotes, which had more 
dearly illuftrated his genuine charadcr. They 
oftly laboured, with tlie powers of impotence, to 
criminate his editor. The days, however, are 
paft:> when writers, who have only their captiouf- 

•' tion of Buchanan."— -A Ihort preface Aifficiently inftmdls 
the reader as to the contents of this eUlwaU volume.rr-" This 
*• Gonteans ane apologie for publeiing a new and correal 
** edition of the illullrious George Buchanan's works, in- 
•* tended by fome eminent and learned men anno 17 17, as a 
" moil critical and jufl vindication of that incomparebly 
<< learned and pious author, from the afperfions and calom- 
•* nys of Mr. Thomas Rudeman, in Mr. Robert Freebaim's 
edition of Buchanan's works, anno 17 15."— Then follow the 
jDames of the afibciated critics. 
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nefe to recommend them, can hope to find a rea- 
der, even among the abettors of faftion. 

Urged by a peculiar fervour of admiration, the 
aflbciatcd critics wrote to HoUand, where they 
heard, that the works of Buchanan were to be 
printed ; offering their aid, biographical, hifto^ 
rical, and political. It was Langerak, the book' 
feller of Leyden, who, from I know not what en-«. 
Couragement, had engaged in that projeft, with 
Burman, for his editor. Langerak and Burman 
long expefted the promifed documents, which 
were to confute Freebairn's preface, and to ex^ 
plode Ruddiman's annotations. With the impa- 
tience of a bookfeller, who has advanced his 
money, Langerak urged Burman to proceed i 
^Hedging, as his preface told the readers, <^ xhu 
" the boafting^ of the favourers of Buchanan, in 
^' Scotland, were perhaps idle and vain." Being 
thus difappoirited, by their frivoloufnefs, Buripan 
publiflied his edition of Buchanan*s works, ia 
1725, with Rnddiman's Preface and Notes^ as they 
werey and with a few critical annotations of hi^ 
own; but he did not trouble himfelf much about 
the fafts, or the falfehoods, of his author ; as the 
language, rather than the morals, of BuchanaDi 
was his objeft, 

The zeal of our affociated critics was not In the- 
leaft cooled, by the difgrace of being thug expofed 
to the public. They continued to promife an 
edition of Buchanan, with a confutation of Ruddi-^ 

• n^an, 
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Iftan, wbenfubfcribers Jhmld be found. Bift, the 
fubfcription never filled; and fo their promife 
htYtr Was performed. They were better war- 
riors than editors. During forty years, they kept 
tip a iujh-firing againf): Ruddiman, who did not 
yield to the repeated attacks of the enemy, even 
&fter he had been weakened by age^ and was at 
length difabled by blindnefs^ 

Kxiddiman's connexion with Freebairn, and 
printing, induced him to think, that he too might 
cxercife an art^ the hand-maid of that literature^ 
to which he had devoted his life. The year 
1715 may be confidered as the aera of his com- 
mencing printer. His brother Walter, who had 
been born, in 1687, and had come to Ediribui^h 
in 1706 J and who, at the age of nineteen, had 
bcgitrt to work with Freebairn, (r) was, in 171 5^ 

admitted 

(r) In Riiddiman's pocket-book there is the foUowing cn« 
tfy :-i-«< 22d Oftober 1706, Walter Ruddiman entered td 
*' the printer trade ; having agreed with Mr. Robert Frec- 
'' bairn upon thefe terms, viifS. That he iboiild maintsm him* 
'^ felf, and the faid Robert b to pjiy him jdumeyman'swage^ 
** whenever he fhall be able to work fudSiciently ; andh wa» 
^* provided, that the faid Walter fhould flay with the faid 
*' Robert, he fiirnilhirig him with work, and giving him as 
•* good wages as any in Edinburgh." Robert Prtebairtf 
ilA% th6 fuft of David Freebairn^ who, while he was mi- 
ff ifttfr at Danning was ^oaTircratcd Bifhop of Edinburgh o» 
the! 17 th of Odober 17249 and died on the ztfh of Decern- 
h#f I ;39. dis fon Robert was, mtan time, fettTed, at £dio. 
kttfgh^ «l « btfokfetleri ttid, in f fo6^ ptrfchsffed' of MV. ]6kd 

Spottifwoodc^ 
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tdnaitteda partner, in the mattruds^ but not in tbi 
bmfCy though both were equal fharers in the pro- 
fit ^ud the lols. (j) This cq)^trtnerftii^ may b^ 
faid to have continued during the life of Thomas, 
w)io for a fhort time, indeed, reliaqyilhed hi$ 
printing bufinefs to his fon. Walter Ruddiman 
was of an athletic pcrfon ; having his brother^s 
intelleft, without his brother's learning. He 
was, in every period, an induftrions printer, jincl 
an honeft man. He married Janet, a daughter 
of Duncanfon of Kyle, in Acgylelhire, a gentle^ 
man of a fmall eftate, Hi$ wife brought hini 
eight children, of whom fix died in their infancy, 
and two daughters furvjved him. One of thcfe, 
Janet, married Robert Smith, a fiirgeonof Edin-» 
burghi by whom ihe had two children, whq 
outlived her ; And, Anne, who married Johri 
Hutton, one pf the magiftrates of Edinburgh, 
and is ftill alive, has one fon and four daughf crs. 
The two copartners were men of great pru^ 

Spottifwoode, the advocate beforement]one4« a printjnga 
pcfc, which h« had cftablilhcd for printing law-bpqks, 
Freebairn, then, began topiint in ijd^* It w^s on the 
Mth of Attgttft I7U> that Robert Frcebairn, Jg^mes W^tfon, 
land John Bafket» w«re appointed the royal printers in Scojt* 
]aod« for forty rone years> ff09) the ejrpiratioA of (be gr^g 
(6 Andrew Anderfon. \ 

(/) The articles of cppsutnerfhlp, d^ted the i6th «f 
May 1748, recite, th^t they had begun to prim; fromth^ 
year 1715 jand^h^t Walter had b^en aneqi^llhanir In th^i 
profit and the lofs, though h^ waH only apwUJCJr jn /-fe^ t^h 
teryjs, b»t no; ift (kt hquft^ 

denq«, 
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dence, and happy tempers, which enabled thent 
to live together, in the midft of much bufinefsj 
and frequerit intercourfe, for half a century, with-* 
out a diljpute, and without jealoufy* 

it wiU eafily be allowed, that Thomas Ruddi- 
man was the mbft learned printer, that North 
Britain has ever enjoyed. Incjuifitive men have 
bften endeavoured, without fuccefs, to difcover, 
when the typographic art was introduced into 
Scodand. The difcovery, which had eluded fo 
inany inquiries, hath V. been at length made, by 
fearching the records. It was the intelligent, and 
induftrious, William Robertfon of tht General Re^ 
giJier-HoufeyV^ho, to gratify my defife, difcovered a 
patent of king James IV ; whicH plainly demon- . 
Urates, that a printing-prefs was firft eftablifhed, 
at Edinburgh, during the year 1507, at the end 
of thirty years, after that interefting trade had 
been brought to Weftminfter, by Caxton. (/) 
The firft printers were Walter Chepman, a mer- 
chant, in Edinburgh, and Androw Myllar, a mere 
workman. With the learning of Ruddiman 
their talents could enter into no competition. 
Their immediate fucceflbrs were not more learn- 
ed. At the commencement of the feventeenth 
Century, the printers of Edinburgh were general-. 

(/) i had the honouf ttt prcfent a paper to the Antiquary 
Society of London, which gave an account of the difcovery 
of the before-mentioned patent; and which was read before 
that leal-ned body on the ift of December 1791. 
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ly bookfcUers, who/having acquired (birie wealthy 
could purchafe a prefs,and employ artificers; butt 
knew no more of books, than the title-page, and 
the price. Andro Hart, who i^juftly praifed, by 
Watfon, for his well-printed Bible, was only a 
bookfeller. Scotland was fbon after fupplied with 
printers chiefly from England. But, however il- 
literate, they had the merit of reforming the lan- 
guage^ and fetding, by filent ptaftice, the ortho-. 
graphy of the North. Thcfc men, who pradifed 
the art, without poffeffing the erudition, of which' 
it is the hei'ald, could not dilpute with Ruddimani 
the palm of literature. Henry Stephens himfelf 
Would have fcarcely complained of Ruddiman, 
&s one of thofe printers, who had brought the ty- 
pographic art into contempt, by their illitera- 
tureA(«) When we recolleft his Gawih Dou- 
glas,and Buchanan, his Rudiments, and his Gram- 
mars, his Livy^ and his Vindication of Buchanan's 
Pfalms, wherein competent judges have found the 
knowledge of a fchblar, and the accuracy of a cri- 
tic, we may fairly place Ruddiman in the honour- 
able lift of learned printers, with Badius and Al- 
dus, with the Stephens's and Janfens. 

The firft produftiort of Ruddiman's prefs was 
the fccond voluriie of Abercrombfi MaHial At- 

(«) See a qaitrto pamphlet, printed ia 1569, entitled :— 
^ Artis typographies qjj£rimonia, de illiteratis quibuf- 
" dam typographis, propter quos incontemptumvenit. Au- 
** lore Henrido Stephano." 

G ihievmentsi 



Si THE LIFE OF [B. 1674. 

ibievements. (x) With his accuftomcd prudence,he 
probably printed, during fcveral years, very in- 
confiderable books. He was perhaps principally 
6ccupied with the juridical papets of lawyers, or 
with fchool-books for children. He printed ere 
long a book, which has eagaged the attention of 
hiftorians. Such was the firft volume o^ the 
EpftoU Regum Scetorum, which was printed, in 
jEdibus ^boma Rudditnanniy in 1722. The fe- 
eond volume was finifhed by him^ in 1 7 24. (^ ) 
To each^ there is an appropriate preface, which 
was plainly written by Ruddiman, and clearly 
fliews that he was the editor of thefe hiftorlcal 
documents, as well as the printer, {z) Finding 
thefe Epiftles in ^be Advocates Library ^ among 

(at) In the flalement> which Ruddiman made* of his pro- 
pcrty, on the ill of Oiflober 1735, ^^^re is among ther out- 
Handing debts the following article : " For the one half of 
•• the printing the fccond volume of Abercromby's Martia] 
<* Atchievcments, which is ftill due, 35 1." This «ntry 
proves, that he had begun to print in 1715, when that book 
\\as publiQied, and that he had printed the one half of it. 

{y ) Walter Ruddiman was not mentioned in the title- 
page of books with Thomas, till Auguft 1727, when Walter 
was admitted into partnerdiip in the heaje, as he had beeu 
from 17 1 5, in the materials, [ Contrad of copartnerfliip.] 

{z) This work is mentioned in the Catalogue of the Ad*- 
rotates Library, which was compiled chiefly by Ruddiman, 
in the following manner : ** Epidolae Regum Scotix atb an, 
^« 1 505 ad an, 154^, ex editione Thomac Ruddimanni. 2 torn. 
«• £din, 1722 and 1724, in 8vo." 

the 
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the manufcripts of Balfour, he delivered them to 
the world, with an ufefiil appendix of public pa- 
pers, is iHuftrations of hiftorjr. in 171^, Rud- 
dmian printed Herodian, vdth the Greek ind 
Latin, in correlpondent columns, for John P^- 
ton, a bookfeller, at Edinburgh, tht fathet of 
George Patqn, who has been already praifed, for 
the variety of his knowledge, and the readinefs 
of his communication. The preface of Paton, 
the bookfeller, was probably t^ritten by Rud- 
diman, the printer. 

The origin of printing, and the eftablifhment 
of focieties for the cultivation of letters, are in- 
terefting obje(^, in the Annals of literature, and 
in the lives of fcholars. Scotland is indebted to 
the liberality of King James IV. for the intro- 
dudion of typography: She owes to the muni- 
ficence of King George Jll. theereftion of fo- 
cieties for cultivating ufefifl fcience, and elegant 
knowledge. It was, mean rime, the aftivity, 
and genms, of private perfons, which firft formed 
individuals into voluntary meetings, for com- 
municating mutual inftrudtion. And, the year 
1718 few feveral learned men eftablilh, at 
Bdinburgh, an aflbciation, for improving each 
6ther in claffical lore, without meddling with thi 
affairs of Chixrch or State, (tf) The miafteM of 
the High School, and Ruddiman, weit the dri- 

{ « ) This article was a fundamcntoli and a ncceflaiyi 
Mie of the fociety, at that epoch. 

a gio4. 
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gintl members of this laudable i'^ifflhrnCTocL Tiber 
were afterwards jcbed by Hemry Kikejc, dxr 
v/cll-known Lord Kaimes, irfio had feom cedlcx 
an iniatiablc appetite for infbnnatioa of cvtzj 
kind. He was followed by Mr. Archib&Ii 
Murray, Mr. James Cochran, with other advo- 
cates, and Mr. George Wifliart, one of the mi- 
ni flcrs of Edinburgh. Thb, then, is the firft li- 
terary focicty, which appears, from any audiendc 
document, to have ftatedly affcmbled in Scot- 
land. ( ^ ) But, whedier the convcrfations of the 
incmlHTs were prefervcd, or their differtations 
publiflicd, cannot now be afcertained. 

This airociation, of which Ruddiman merits 
clir honour of being an original founder, wa5 
fuccTcdcd, in 1731, by the fociety for /i^^ iw- 
frovement of medical knowledge^ as the former had» 
hrcn, for the cultivation of the literature of 
Honir, and of Greece. The Medical Society, 
as the iiiriubrrs colleftcd fads, has contributed 
more* to thf propagation of beneficial fkiU. And 
whrn its 'rrmifatlmu were publilhed, under the 
lith* of Medical VJfays and ObJervatiottSy their 
nirrifii wrrc praifrd by Haller, and their ufc- 
fulnrlii was allowed by the world, l*he Medical 
5)ri( itry was rrc long, in tlic progrefs of improve- 
xncni, expanded, by the agency of the illuftrioua 

( ^ ) I found an acootint ok' tins fociety in a manufcript 
ttoic, of the hand-vvritir.g, of Ruddiman, at the end of the 
pamphUti eiititli'd Funm, 

Mac- 
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Maclaurin, into the Pbilojopbical Society of Edin* 
burgh, which, after it had languilhed for years, 
aflum^d a new form, and a higher tone, and pub- 
filhed, in 1754, a volume of Effays and Obferva^ 
iionsy Phyfical and Literary. Thefe voluntary af- 
fociations led on to the eftabliftiment of the char- 
tered focieties, by his prefent Majefty. Ruddi- 
man had not to boaft of being a fellow, either of 
the Medical, or the Philofophical, Society j being 
engaged, mean while, in other ftildies, and per- 
forming, diligently, other duties. 

Neither liis attentions to ^be IMrary^ his care* 
for the Prefsy nor his application to Philology ^ pre- 
vented our grammarian from contributing, at 
the feme time, to the labours of other learned 
men, by the aftivity of his kindnefs, and the ac- 
curacy of his knowledge. When H^arn, the 
Oxford antiquary, was preparing his elaborate 
edition oiFardurCs Smichronicon^ he experienced 
this aid from Ruddiman, who collated manu- 
fcripts for him, and gave him his remarks. 
Hearn fpoke of Ruddiman, in his preface, when 
his For dun appeared, in 1722, as his friend, as his 
learned intiA. They were, indeed, congenial 
Ipirits: Congenial in their modefty, and dili- 
gence, in the extent of their learning, and in the 
utility of their labours. 

This pleafing intercourfc, which ought to be , 
recolledtcd, that it may be imitated, did not long 
preVfOt ow grammarian from furnifhing the^ 

Gj fchools. 
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fchools, in iy23jmthOvidijdecerptaex metamar^ 
fehi containing Englifh notes by Willymot^ and 
by Ruddiman. ( <) In this publication, he looked 
for gain, rather than for honour ; and he certainly 
found what he fought in the end. 

This work, which was of eafy performance, did 
not long interrupt his accuftomed ftudies. He was 
now bufy upon a performance, which broughtgreat 
profit to his family, which eftablifhed his fame, 
and did honour to his country. Ic was his Gr^;?^- 
matica Latina Injlitutioms^ which were publiihed 
in 1725. This book was printed in JEdibus 
Auiloris. {d) It w^ dedicated to his n^crs 
and patrons, the Advocates^ and to Robert Dun^ 
das, the Dean of Faculty, an illuftrious lawyer, 
to whofe Ikill, eloquence, and, courage, Scotland 
owes the important right, which juries had not 
cxercifed for ages before [1728,] of finding ^ 
upon the general ilTue, guilty, or not guilty. ( ^ ) 
It was the Pars Prima, which treated of etymo* 
logy^ that was in this manner dedicated, in 1725, 
to thofe, who were moft worthy of his dedica- 
tion: The Pars Sectmda, which inveftigated 

( r ) It was printed at Edinbargh, in 1 2mo. , 
[d) It was entered at Stationer's Hall^ fbr Thomas Rud* 
diman, on the 4th of January 1725-6. 

{e) Arnot*8 Criminal Trials, p. 190-91 ;. where the cu- 
rious reader will f^e the names of the jurymen, to whom their 
country owes thankful recollection for one of its beft pri- 
vileges. 
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J^a^. was delivered to the learned world, 
in 173 1, 

The Rudiments of Ruddiman. had gradually 
cfikced the prejudices of fchoolmafters, by the 
facility of their method, and the precifion of their' 
rules. They by thcfe means made their way^ 
into general ufe* They were even tranflated 
into other languages, and were foon adopted into 
the literature of other countries, (/) But, when the 
Gra$nmatkal In/iituUs {ucccttivcly appeared, they 
not only gave additional value to the Rudiments^ 
but obtained univerfal approbation, for the ju- 
dlcioufnefs, with which the hand of a iftaftcr had 
written them. The philological labours of 
. Rilddiman were, in this manner, received into 
the^ fchools of Scotland, by their ufefulnefs, 
though oppofed by prejudice. He lived to fee 
feven editions of his Grammatical hJHtutes Stnt 

\f) Mr. Brown <?f tkc Advocates Library kindly com- 
municated to m^ the copy of a letter, which was dated the i6tli 
of J«ne 1742, from the Rev. J. a. Porte, who was one of the re- 
gents of the trollege of Geneva, and had tranflated Raddiman's 
Rudiments into French ; and which was written to Raddij 
man .iiv a very encomiaAic ftrain^ with refped both to the 
iMithQr> and \m book. Mr. profe^r Porte*s work was en* 
entitled : ** Radimens de la Langue Latine, ou Introdudion 
«» fimple & aiiee.a 1^ GTammaire Latine, traduit de TAn- 
«'gloia de Monfe jUddiman, par J. a. Porte, MiniftreduSt. 
-'^ JSvangile, & Regent aa College de Geneve. Cenev^ 

G 4 into 
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into the world, (g) with the royal licence tp en- 
joy exclufively what he had laborioufly earned. , 
if we traice thefe'ihterefting notices a little 
farther, we fhall find, that the hiftdry of teaching. 
In Scotland, and the progrels of literature, are 
both interwoven with the life, and labours, of 
Ruddiman. ' The High School of Edinburgh 
may not improperly be deemed the philological 
reprcfentative of the grarhmar fchdok of Scot^ 
land. From the epoch of the revival of learn- 
ing, when the Pry mar y and the Plain Donate were 
exclufively taUj^ht, to the middle of the laft cen- 
tury, this ufefijl feminaiy had made fucceflive 
improvements, in its fyfl:em of inftruftion, under 
the care of the town-coiincil of Edinburgh. 
This truth will appear from the Ordo SchoU 
Grammatics EdinenftSy {b) during the year 1640, 
which contains many curious particulars, wit}x re- 
gard to the modes of infl:ru£lion, at that bufy 
period, when fan'aticifm, though it pervaded the 
ftatt, feems not to have entered the fchool. 

\j Jn the firft year, and during the firft 
y l^ I fix months; the children were to be 
\ .^ *, ) taught the principles of grammar, in 
vernaculojermone^ They were at the fame time 

'{g) The eighth edition was published, in 1762. 

( b ) This paper I found among the coUeftions of Mr. 
Macky, the late profeilbr of hiilory at Edinburgh, which' 
were obligingly communicated to me by Principal Mac Cor- 
)xJack of St, Andrew's. • • 

to 
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tp learo thp Latin names of every thing, on earth, 
ajid in heaven. During the fecond fix months j 
t^e children were daily to repeat z certain por- 
tion of grammar 5 and, they were incidentally to 
be taught particular fentences, relating to life 
and manners. 

In the fpcond year, and during the 



Clajs. J 



^ firft fix months j the children were to 



repeat daily certain parts of gmmmar, 
but more particularly, as the fame arc laid down 
byDefpayter; ahd to tranflate the fame into 
Englilh : moreover, they were to read Cordery's 
Colloquies. During the fecond fix months, the 
children were to be taught daily the Syntax of 
Erafmus ; and the matters were to teach, and 
the fcholars to learn, in the Latin language. 

- ^ Through the whole of the third year ; 
^ . \ the boys were to repeat daily, a por- 
• ' J tion of etymology and fyntax^ to be ex* 
crcifed in reading Cicero's Epiftles de Senedlute, 
4e Amicitio; Terence's Comedies and Elegies; 
Ovid's Triftium ; Buchanan's Pfalms; and to 
tranflate Cicero's Epiftles. Thejr Wjgpgjto read 
the fame clara voce, j^^!j^' > ' 

-% In the ioy0?fll^ the boys were 
Clafs V ^^ repe^ daily^ for. I^e^ firft month, 
'^ * ^ what rficy had already'leamed. TIo-»be 
taught Buchanan's Profody, witfTbelpauter's Se- 
left Rules, and Buchanan'$ Epigrams and Poe* 
fry. During tlie other monthly the boys were 

to 
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to be excTokd in poetiy, and in the practice of 
the rules of grammar; to read Viigil, Ovid's 
Mctamorphofes, Horace, Buchanan's Pialms ; 
And to tranflate Cicero, Cadkr, and Terence. 
The beauties of thefe authors were to be ex- 
plained to the fcholars. 

-J In the fifth year 5 the boys were to 
^.^^ L ftudy the whole Rhetoric of Tulacus 

^ * J [TuUy] and the greater part of the 
compendious Rhetoric of Caflandeus. They 
were to read Cicero's Orations, and the (hort 
fpcechcs in Salluft, in Virgil, and in Lucan. 
They were to read diftindUy and audibly; and to 
declaime* 

Such was the plan of education, in the High 
School of Edinburgh, during the middle of the> 
lad: century. The town-council was ftudious 
to enforce this fyftem, for its ufcfiilnefs. The 
magiftratcs fteadily prohibited, the vulgar JthoaU 
mufters from teaching Latin: (i) They were 

careful 

( / ) There are the following entries on the cottncil-book$ 
tf the city of Edinburgh :*^«* November 166©/ vulgar 
•• fchoolmaflers were difcharged from teaching Latin4 
«*• There was a fmiilar prohibition, in May i66i. In Att* 
*' goft 1668, there pafTcd an ad, prohibiting any perfoft 
*' from teaching Latin, except the mailers of the High 
" School. In March 1679, there was iffued a proclamation, 
♦• prohibiting fingle perfons from keepbg private or public 
•• grammar fchools, within the city or fuburbs of Edinburgh, 
•« Thcfe prohibitions wcr« repeated in December 1695, 

*' when 
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carcfiil to provide teachers of EnglUh, wriringt 
and arithmetic : and they authorized a mafter of 
gjufic, and an inftruftor in French. 

From this plan, howcyer die town-council 
fomewhat departed, when it ordained, in Sep^ 
tember, 1.696, Wedderbum's Rudiments to 
be taught in the Hi^ School (*) The 
Grampiar of Wedderburn appears to have 
been virtually fuperfedcd by the Inftitutcs of Rud« 
diman. Thcfe Grammatical InJiituteSi owing to 
their evident utility, have kept pofleflion of the 
High School, even to our own days. 

But, an attempt has been lately made to expel 
the grammar of ^ Ruddiman from the High 
School, not by open violence, or avowed au-r 
diwity, but by filent circumvendon. It was Dr, 
Alcx^der Adam, the prefcnt re£tor of that great 
feminaiy, who attempted this; a mafter of 
extenfive learning, but of fome conceitedneis j 
to whom the wprld is, however, indebted for an 

<* when the doors of private fchools were ordered to be 
*' clofed ; and in June 1694. In July 16634 James Gib 
^ was authorized to be the fchoolmafter Q£mufic, In November 
** 16654 Louis BaifToQ was admitted fchoolmafter to teach 
** French^ and arithmetic, and to fet up a iign for that 
^ end." But, it appears from Maitland's Hiftory of Edin^ 
burgh, p. 34, that in 1574, the town-council agreed with 
a Frenchman to teach children French, and arithmetic ; 
for each of whom, he was to receive twenty-five {hillings 
Scots, and from the towji a falary of twenty poundi a yeart 
{k) The town-council's records of that date. 

admirable 
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admirable Compendium of Roman Antiquities. ' 
The four mafters, who teach fubordinately to 
him, refifted this attempt* Being " clearly of 
** Opinion^ that Ruddiman's Grammar is beyond 
•* comparifon, the moft compleat and correft 
^ fyftem of Latin grammar^ that ever was com- 
^ pofed/' the four matters continued to teach it 
in their feveral claffes* The reftor taught, in the 
fifth form J his own rules, in his own way. And, 
in this manner, was introduced into the • HigH 
Shcool, about the year 1778, an academical ab- 
furdity, which had feldom or never occurred in 
pedagogical annals before, the teaching of two 
grammars) in one fchooL 

The Hi^ School fuffered in its fame, and de- 
clined in its numbers, while the matters difagreed 
in fentiment, and differed in praftice. An ap- 
peal was at length made to the provott and 
town-council of Edinburgh, the patrons and 
vifitors of this celebrated fchooL 

It was in February 1785, that the Lord Pro- 
vott, when he confidered the high trutt of pre- 
ferving the difcipline, and retaining the ufeful- 
nefs, of an invaluable feminary, laid this appeal 
before the magiftrates. The bufinefs wa$ thought 
too weighty for their unafiitted decifion. And 
they formally referred it to DoftorRobertfon,t:he 
principal ofthe college of Edmburgh, to the profel- 
for of Greek, and to the profefforofLatinjWho were 
to report their opinion, whatgrammar ought to be 

taught 
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taught for the acquirement of learning, aad what 
regulations ought to be eftablilhed for promoting 
peace,, ajid preferving difcipline, in the High 
School. • An ojMnion was now looked for, which 
was to filcnce litigipufnefs, by the force of its au- 
thority, and to ^ay pedagogical feuds, by the 
reaibnablenefe of its argupient. 

In Oftober 1785, the principal and profeflbr^ 
made their report, in anfwer to the reference of 
the magiftrates. They gave it as their opinion, 
that the ufe of Ruddiman's Grammar ought to be 
continued in the fchool j being the work of ^ 
very learned, e:^perienced, wd judicious maftcr, 
pf the LAtin tongues and b^ing ^moft generally 
taught in the fqhool^ of the kingdom, In or^^^r 
p gain the advantages of uniformity, the judicious 
referrees recommended that the four matters, 
after mature confultatjon, (hould feleft, from 
Ruddiman's Grammar, fuch rules, or parts of 
rules, as they fhould think aieceffary to be taught 
in their fcveral claffes. And, with defign to 
make uniformity fubfervicnt to conciliation, and 
to carry reconcilement into prudticCji^ the referer^T 
paries defired the reftor to continue th^ uf^ of 
fuch rules in his clafs, adding any other rules, op 
grammatical obfeivations, which he might find ir\ 
his own grammar, or which he might deen) ufcful, 
in connedting the Englilh with the I^tin granimar. 

The four mafters of the High School, Jaiiiei 
Ffencji, Luke Frafer, William Cruikfhank, and 

WUUam 
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Wilfiam Nicoi, were Iw^ithcr convinced by the 
reaibnings, nor awed by the authority of the refer- 
fees. They faw with grief, that by their report, 
permii&on was given to the teaching of two 
grs^mmars in the fame fchool. t)ifring durtech 
years, they had experienced the bad eflfeds of this 
iinfuitable praftice- They had feen it check the 
prt^efs of inftrudtion. They had obfcrved, ihzt 
their pupils Were kfs acquainted with grammar, 
at the end of the fifth year, than they had been at 
the tcfminatioiv of the fourth. They perfevered 
in their opinion, that Ruddiman's Grammar was 
undoubtedly the mttft corrcft fyftem of Latin 
grammar, that had ever been publifhed. And 
thinking, that their fiknce would be regarded by 
the worid as the guilt of betraying Ac beft intc- 
refts of claffiod educadon^ in Edinburgh, and of 
difil^fing a bad example, thit)u^ Ac kingdom, 
they reprefcnted thefe circiimftances to the ma- 
giflwtes, in November ^785 ; praying, that the 
ieholars of the High School might be protefted 
in their ftudies, and the grammaticd labours of 
Ruddiman might be reftored to dieir rights. 

Whatever influence may have been oppofed td 
thefe juft repfefentations, the voice of truth was 
at length heard. The lord provoft and town- 
council, having confidered the fubjeft, on the 
l^d of Auguft I786,dircfted the redor and maf- 
iet^ to teach their fcholars by Ruddiman's Rodi-^ 
1 - tncntsu 
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ments, and Grammar 1 and prohibited any odier 
grammar to be ufed in the High School But, 
the pertinacity of pedantry fcemed to emulate 
the perfeverance of Sifyphus. DoftorAdara, in 
his turn, tried to convince the magiftrates, that 
boys iivould be lefs confounded, and better taught, 
by ftudying fucceffively two grammars, than if 
confiniid to one. Yet, the lord provoft and town^ 
council were not convinced, that grammatical 
knowledge was to be moft eafily and accurately 
learned by double labour. And, on the 29th of 
November 1786, they renewed their former or* 
der, as vifitors, in fevour of Ruddiman's Gram- 
mar i and at laft annexed penalties to the diiobe^ 
dience of their injunftions. 
. While the philological honour of Ruddiman 
was, in thb manner, vindicated, the peace of the 
fchopl fccms not to have been fettled. The pa« 
rental preference, which Do^or Adam naturally 
f;ave to his own grammar, appears to have ex- 
cited, the contempt of the fiibordinatc matters. 
Contempt eafily begat contumely. The fubor-* 
dination of the boys was leflen^d by bad exam- 
ple. And, a complaint* was again made to the' 
magiftrates, as vifitors ; who, having heard all par^^ 
ties, found, as it generally happens, all parties in 
fome meafure to blame. It was the loni provoft 
StirUng, who calmed thefe contefts of the High 
School, with the fame ability, and addrels, where. 

with 
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Mfith he fupprefled, at a fubfequent period, thd 
fiercer tumults in the city. (/) 

There were publilhed, mean time, at Edin-* 
burgh, in 1725, for the ufe of fchook, by Wil-» 
liam Adams, Buchanan^ s Pfdms^ with the Notes 
of Ruddimany a pcrfon, fays the. publifher, in hii 
preface, who ought ever to be mentioned with 
commendation, for his learning and his probity. 
iThe venders of literature, and the learned, mu^ 
tiially promote the profit of each other. The 
bookfellers were now fhidious to praife the vir- 
tues of our grammarian, which contriButed fb 
greatly to their wealth. 

It was perhaps to the dilputatious temper of 
pedagogues, that we owe the Seleffa Poemata Ar-^ 
thibaidi Pitcamijy which were publifhed, at Edin- 
burgh, by Freebaim, in 1727. {m) There was 1 
moll erudite preface by Freebairn, which had 
probably been written by Ruddiman. It was 
tompofed, and printed, by them, with a fbong 
recoileftion,of Burman's Bucbanani Opera, which 
had been publifhed rvvo years before. With the 
petulance of pedantr\% Burman had fpoken con* 
temptuoufly of Scottlfli literature ; allowing how- 

(0 Sec in The Appendix, N** 5. copies of the a^s 
of the magiftrates of Edinburgh ; and of the reprefenta- 
lions of the mailers of the High School ; whereby the ufe of 
Rutldinian's Rudiments and Grammar was finally clbt- 
i>liOied, in that feminan'. 

im) Of this little, but elegant, work, there was a f«;cond 
edition, printed at London, in 1729, for Andrew Millar. 

«ver^ 
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ever, what perhaps heightened the ofFencCi that 
Buchanan had genius, and erudition. For this ' 
literary folly, Burman was now fcholaftically chaf- 
tifed. In oppofition to the cenfurc of Burman, 
Ruddiman produced Volufenus, Blackwood, 
Dempfter, and the two Barclays, in ethics, and 
antiquities. With regard to Latin poetry, it was 
alked, who have the Dutch to oppofe to Arthur 
Johnfton, and the contributors to TheDelicisS Poe- 
tarum Scotorum^ but their Bronkhufius and Hoog- 
llratan ? The admirable Crighton was confronted 
with the elegant Erafmus. Cragius, the feudalift, 
was oppofed to Grotius, the civilian, though, I 
think, with very inferior pretenfions. The fadt 
really is, that during a long period, after the re- 
vival of letters, learned Scotfmen were nume- 
roufly Ipread over Europe, who carried large 
contributions to the literature of every country, 
cxceprtheir own. Peter Burman died in 1741 ; 
after giving elaborate commentaries on Phaedrus, 
Lucan, and other clafTics, with five volumes, in 
quartOi o{ Letters from the Learned. He left be- 
hind him a great charafter for extenfive erudi- 
tion, and critical Acumen; 

The fair opportunity, which the publication of^ 
tkis iittie volume furnilhed, was not loft of fpeak- 
Ing in relped: to the genius, Icience, and poetry of 
Pitcairne, with deferved commendationsi Among 
bther encomiaftic verfcs, in praife of that great 
phyficiari, was printed, in this colleftion, the ele- 
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gy of Ruddiman. To tKis book of verfes, fmaU 
as it was. Sir William Scot of Thirleftane, and 
Thomas Kincaid> a citizen of Edinburgh, were 
contributors. Men of judgement have lamented, 
that the Latin poetry of Pitcairn fhould have fallen 
into oblivion, without much hope of revival. (») 
But, Pitcairn, with all his genius, his elegance, 
and his vigour, has only met with the fete of thofe, 
who deUght more to catch at temporary topicks> 
than to cultivate fobjefts of lading attraftion, and 
of folid worth. 

While Ruddiman endeavoured, by thofe efforts, 
to vindicate his country's genius, he extended his 
active afliftance to literary friends. During the 
time, that the erudite Ker was preparing hia 
Cantici Solomonis Paraphrafis gemina for the prels, 
he experienced this friendly help from Ruddi-^ 
man. When he publifhed his Parafhrafej (^0) in 
1727, his gratitude made prefatory mention of 
Ruddiman's kindneft. John Ker, who was born 

{n) I have a comedy of Pitcairne, entitled. The Affemhly^ 
It was printed at London, in 17*2, without any printer's 
name ; and it was faid to be hy a Scois Gentleman. Under this is 
written in my copy by a very old hand ; " Dr. Pitcairne.** 
By iie AJfc7nhlj he means the Meeting of the Kirk of Scot- 
land. It is unneceflary to add, that this comedy is perfonat 
and political, fajxaftic and prophane. It never coul4 
have been afted on any flage. 

(0 It was printed in aedibus Tho. Ruddimanni, impends 
Aaftoris. 1727. iz*. I am fo fortunate as to pofTcfc the 
copy, which Ker prefented to Benfon, in 17^9. 

at 
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at Dunblane, firfl: rofe by his learning to be pro- 
fcflbr of Greek, in the King's College, Aberdeen ; 
and, being afterwards elevated to a chair, in the 
univerfity of Edinburgh, he repaid early attention 
with Heady friendfliip. 

While Ruddiman was in this manner exerting 
Jiis ufual friendlinefs, he was doomed to fuftain 
another Ihock of domeftic woe. His fecond wife 
died, in 1727; and^ by the fame ftroke of death, he 
was deprived of an ufeful aflbciate, and a conftant 
friend. He confoled himfelf by refleding that, 

" -^qua lege neceffitas 

** Sortitur infignes etimos." 

He became ere long ambitious of the honour, 
or defirous of the profit, which were annexed to 
the office of the univerfity printer. The col- 
lege of Edinburgh, -while it was yet in its infancy, 
began to print its Th^es Philofopbka^ in 1 596. {p) 
Its earlieft typographer was Henry Charteris, the 
king's printer, (jf) He was fucceedcd by Tho- 

{p) The firft thefis was in large odavo. Thefe aca- 
demical themes aiTumed a quarto form in 1612. And before 
the year 1641, their iize fettled into a large folio. There is 
a coUeflion of thefe papers in the College Library, which 
are valuable documents for the literary annals of the univer** 
fity of Edinburgh. 

(f ) Thefes philpfophicse, quanim patrociniam fufceperc 
adololefcentes laureae candidati, eafdem popugnaturi, Aug. 
die 2 iu sede facra'regiicollegii» prsefide G. R. fub hor^m 
8 matutinam, Edinb. ex officii H. Charteris: 1596. [H^rb. 
Typ. An, vol. 3. p. 1516; and p. 1521.] 

Hi tnai 
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tnas Finlafon, who alfo fucccedcd Charteris, as 
royal printer. They were followed by various 
other printers, who were probably employed, 
without any fpecific authority. James Lindfay 
was the firft, who, in 1645, ftiled himfdf Typogra-^ 
pbus AcddemU. The magiftrates of Edinburgh, 
as patrons of the college, certainly appointed 
Lindfay to this office, whatever may have thea 
been its profits, or its honour. From their au- 
thority, Gideon Lithgo became his fuccefTor, in 
1:647, who called himfelf printer to the college. 
On the loth of June 1663, "the magiftrates ap- 
*^ pointed Andrew Anderfon to be ordinar prin- 
'* ter to the good town and college of the famen, 
" in place of Gideon Lithgo, deceafed, during 
" pleafure ; he ferving als well and als eafie in 
" the prices as utheris." (r) The widow, 
and the heirs, of Andrew Anderfon, continued to 
print for the city, and college, till the eftablifhment 
of Ruddiman's prefs. (j) And, with the patrio- 
tic purpofe of fupplying Scodand with fchool- 
books, at a cheaper price, the magiftrates of 
Edinburgh, in February 1728, appointed Jame^ 
Davidfon, and Thomas Ruddiman, joint print- 
ers to the uaiverfity, during the lives of 

(r) City Records. 

(i") The magiftrates of Edinburgh, pn the 4th of Novem- 
ber 1702, allowed a falary of one hundred and fixty marksi 
Scots, to the printer of the college. [City Records of that 
aate.j 

both. 
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both, and during the life of the longejt 
liver. (/) 

The time was now come, when Ruddiman was 
to engage in a work of more permanency, and 
greater profit, than the preface, however erudite, 
to the poems of his patron, or the employment, 
however gainful, of the college. He had already 

become 

( / ) The following is a copy of the appoinunent, from the 
city records. •" At Edinburgh the 21ft of February 1728 : 

'* The fame day anent the petition given in by Mr. 

•' James Davidfon, bookfeller in Edinburgh, and Mr. Tho- 
'* mas Ruddiman, under keeper of the Advocates Library, 
•' mentioning. That whereas the far greater part of the 
«' books taught in our fchools and colleges are imported 
•* from foreign places into this country, to the great difcou- 
*' ragement of their own manufadories. And the petitioners 
•* being well allured, that if the council, patrons of the uni- 
*' verlity of this city, would be pleafed to conftitute them 
•* printers to the (aid univerfity, they will be enabled to print 
*' the above-mentioned books better, and furnifh them at 
** eafier rates than the country could be otherways provided 
'< of them ; and that the importation of fuch books from foi* 
*' reign places will be thereby in a great meafure prevented : 
'* Craving therefore the council to conftitute and appoint 
«* the petitioners conjoint printers to the faid univerfity, 
** with all the rights, privileges, and enioluments, thereto 
*' belonging, for fuch a term of years, as the council (hould 
** think fit ; as the petition bears, which being confidered 
*' by the council, they with the extraordinary deacons no- 
^ minated and eledled, and hereby nominats and eleds the 
*' faid Mr. James Davidfon and Mr. Thomas Ruddiman, to 
« be conjoint printers to the univerfity of this city, and 
f* longeft liver of them two, dfring their refpcdtive lives," 
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become the printer, and was ere long to be the 
proprietor, of a news-paper. From fuch an editor, 
much of inflxuftion, and fomething of amufe- 
ment, muft have doubtlefs been expefted. Yet, 
were we to in(pe6k the pages of his news-paper, 
we ftiould not difcover much of his aftivity, as 
a man, or any of his erudition, as a fcholar. 

The origin of news-papers, thofe pleafant vehi- 
cles of inftruftion, thofe entertaining companions 
of our mornings, has not yet been inveftigated 
with die precifion, which is undoubtedly due to 
what has been emphatically called one of the fafe- 
guards of our privileges. We are (till unac- 
quainted with the name of our firft: news-paper, 
and we are ftill ignorant of the epoch of its origi- 
nal publication. 

The intelligent Editor of Dodflsy's Old Plays 
has, indeed, told the Englilh world, though' with 
lefs certainty than confidence, *^ that GaUo-Belgi- 
cus was the name of the firft news-paper, publifti- 
ed in England :'* And, he maintains his pofition 
from ancient PlaySy and draws his proofs from 
ebjolete Poetry : May's comedy of the Heir^ which 
was firft adted, in 1620, opens in the following 
manner :— 

Polymetes. 

Haft thou divulged the news. 

That my fon died at Athens ? 

Rofcio. 
Yesi my Lord, 

With 
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With every circumftance, thi time, the place. 
And manner of his death j that 'tis believed. 
And told for news> with as much confidence. 
As if 'twere writ in Gallo-Belgkus. («) 
Inquiring for the certainty of fafts, rather than 
the fictions of poetry> I went to the Britifh Mu- 
leum, where I faw, and handled, Gallo-Bel- 
Gicus. This colleftion^ which had once belong* 
td to the King's Library, fhows plainly, though 
it is riot compleat, the nature of the work. It 
may be called, The State of Europe j or. The Art'- 
Tiual Regifter ; or it may be entitled more truly, 
The Hiftory of his own Times: But, it is not a 
news-paper, {x) 

GaUo^ 

(a) To the above text is fubjoincd the following note:-^ 
" Cleveland, in his charader of a London Diurnal^ fays : 
^ The original finner of this kind was Dutch, &allo-B£1.« 
"" G I c u s, the Protoplafty and the Modern Mercuries^ but Hans" 
** en-Kelders, The exadl time, when they were prbted, I am 
** unable to difcover; but, they certainly were, as early as ' 
"^ the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; fome intelligence given by 
^< M£RCURius Gallo-Belgicvs being mentioned io 
** Care^^s Survey of Corn-wall, page 126, which was origi- 
^' nally publifhed in 1602 : Doftor Donne, in his verfcs on 
*? Tlfom, Coryate's Crudities, 161 1, fays: 

I ■ ■ ' ■ I " To Gallo'Belgicus appear 

** As deep a flatefman as a Gazetteer. 

** Beaumont and Fletcher mention GaUc-Belgicus ia the 
^ Fair Maid of fife Inn. Aft 4; B^n Jonfon, in the Poet- 
*' after. Aft 5. S. 5 ; and Qapthorne aIfo» in his fTit in a 
•* Confiabk:* 

{x) Galk'Bflgiau WM written in the Latin lanfuage ; and 
H'«| had 
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GaUo-Belgicus feems to have been the firft con-; 
temporary author, who, in modern times, detailed 
events, as they arofe. He appears to have been 
well received ; the firft volume, which was print- 
ed tor the widow of Godfred Karpenfis, having 
1 un ilirough a fecond edition, before the year 
1603, with additions, and amendments. The 
fourth volume, which was publiflied, in 1603, was 
compiled by Gafpar Lorchan, for William Lut- 
rrnkirch. Succefs foon gave rife to rivalfhip. 
The fifth volume appear? to have been collected 
by (dotard Arthus, for Sigifmond Latom, and to 
have been printed at Frankfort, in 1605. 
Thiii was plainly a rival work. Gallo-Belgi- 
rus vas now publiftied half-yearly with a tide- 
!>age anil iiulcx to every volume s and was now, 
{or the tirll time, ufcfully ornamented with maps. 
It was written, as late as the year 1605, by John 
Philip Abel, and was printed, for the heirs of La- 
tom, with the t.mjxrror's fpecial privilege, (j) I 

ha^l the following title : ** Mercurij Gallo Eelgici: 
•• iivt. rerum in Gallia, ei Belgio potiffimum : Hifpania quo- 
*' qu<?, Italia^ AngUa, Germania, PoIonia> Vicinifque Iccis ab 
*• iim^o »<;SS» ad Martium anni 1594, geftaruin,Nuxcij.'* 
'Wk* i\\\\ von^jMltT of Gul:o^B<\g:cus was M. Jar{en,a Frifian. 
Ami thi^ \\\i\ \o!u!oein Svo. containing £x hundred and ^hf 
|>ii^i-k. Wrt^ pivntcd at Cologne, in 1 59?. it was omamectcd 
HMh » WiHHU-u cu:> rtfprelenung Mercury itanding oa a 
^Ipbp, wuh hu utu^il attributes. 

( A 'J hii \'s\\\ tome carries Gal'c-Belgicas down to tfcc 
rM( »('iv». \Wy! long it coutiniicd I know not. About 
lliMt l»J•^»v^ Hr<>Je in other countries various compcdtors for 
% |»Hbi4\itii\owu 

flatter 



D. i7S7-^ THOMAS RUDDIMAN. 105 

flatter myfelf, the inquifitive reader is now fuffi- 
ciently acquainted with the parentage, and pcr^ 
formances, of Gallo-Belgicus, of whom the 
poets, and the (editor of poets, feem only from 

•* Rumour's tongue to liave idly h^ard." 
When Paul came to Athens, he perceived, 
that the Athenians, and rhe ftrangers, refiding 
there, fpent their time in little more than " ei- 
^ ther to tell, or to hear fome new thing." {z) 
At a period, more early, perhaps, than the time 
o^Paul, the government qf China diftributed, 
through that moft extenfive empire, a written pa- 
per, containing a lift of the Mandarins, who were 
appointed to rule in every province. Yet, this 
Chinefe Red Booky which was afterwards printed, 
and is ftill diftributed, can fcarcely be dpemcd a. 
news-paper. 

Venice is entitled to the honour of having pro^-. 
duced the firft Gazetta^ as early as the year 
1536, It was compiled upon the plan, which 
was afterwards adopted by Gallo-Belgicus, and 
contained much intelligence, both of Italy, and 
even of the reft of Europe. Yet, a jealous go- 
yemment did not allow a printed news-paper. 
And, the Venetian Gazetta continued long afteif 
the invention .of printing, to the clofe of the 
fixteenth century, and even to our own days, 
to be diftributed in manufcript. {a) 

After 

(«) Afts xvii. 21. 

(a) In the Magliabechian library at Florence^ there are 
thirty volumes of Venetian Gazettiu, which commenced in 
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Aftef inquiring, in various, countries, for the 
origin of news-papers, 1 had the fatisfaftion to 
find what I fought for in England. It may gra- 
tify our national pride to be told, that mankind 
Are indebted to the wifdom of Elizabeth, and the 
prudence of Burlei^, for die firfl: news-paper. 
The epoch of the Spanilh Armada is alfo the 
epoch of a genuine news-paper. In the Britilh 
Mufeum, there are Icveral news-papers, which 
had been printed while the Spanifh fleet was in 
the Englifh Channel, during the year 1588. (4) 
It T^-as a wife policy, to prevent, during a moment 
of general anxiety, the danger of fidfe reports, by 
publifhing real information. And^ theearlieft 
Qcws^paper is entitled. The English Mercuriej 
which, by Authority , *^ was imprinted, at London, 
** by Chriftopher Barker, her Highncfies prin- 

•* ter, i5S8."(c) 

Burleigh's 

l$|6, and which are til In mano^pt In die ^ntKpiece 
of each pa4>erj it is called the G^esuttm of foch a year. But, 
thcfe canons papers were not all written at Venice, many of 
them being compofed at Rome> and at other pUces in Italy. 
Lord Barghly, writing to Lord Talbot, on the a3d of Octo- 
ber I j;90, (ays, «* I pray yoor lordihip efleem my news as 
** thoie, which, in Venice, are fraught in the Gmzitttu^^ 
f LoJgc^s IllQflnitions ofHitlory.] •• Ipny yon, io your 
next," lays James Howell to Mr. Leat,«*faMl me tix Vene- 
tian GiSK-vr^." [Letters 91^1 July 16^7.] 

(i ) Sloan MSS. No. 4106- 

( r ) Tne fcr!* r.ews-papcrj» iK^h is prcfenred, in this col- 
tecdon is. No, 50^ £;id is in RcGun» no; in blackt letter. It 

contains 
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Burlcigh*s news-papers were all Extraordinary 
Gazettes^ which were publifhcd jfrom time to 
time, as that profound ftatcfinan wifhed, either 
to inform, or to terrify the people. The Mercuries 
were probably firft printed, in April 1588, when 
the Armada approached the (hores of England* 
After the Spanifli fhips had been dilpcrfed by a 
wonderful exertion of prudence, and fpirit, thefc 
Extraordinary Gazettes very feldom appeared. 
The Mercuric, No. 54, which is dated, on Mon- 
day, November the 24th 1588, informed the pub- 
lic, that the folemn thankfgiving for the fuccefles, 
which had been obtained againft the Spanifh 
Armada, was this day .ftriftly obferved. This 

contains the ufiial articles of news, like the London dazette 
of the prefent day. In that curious paper there are news, dated 
from Whitehall, on the 23d of July 1588. Under the date of 
July the 26th, there is the following notice : " Yefterday 
** the Scots Ambaflador, being introduced by Sir Francis 
" Walfingham, had a private audience of her Majefty, to 
** whom he delivered a letter from the King his mailer ; 
** containing the moil cordial afTurances of his refolution to 
" adhere to her Majefly's interefts, and to thofe of the Pro- 
'* teflant ;-eligion. And it may not here be improper to take 
* notice of a wife and {pirited faying of this young prince 
*' [he was twenty- two] to the Queen's minifler at his court, 
** viz. That all the favour he did exped from the Spaniards 
*' was the courtefy of Polypheme toUlyfles, to he the loft de» 

** 'vouredy 1 defy the Gazetteer of the prefent day to 

give a more decorous account of the introdu£Uon of a foreign 
minifler. The aptnefs of King James's claflical faying, carried 
it from the news-paper into hiHory, 

I numbeir 
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number contains alio an ardde of news fix)m 
Madrid, which fpeaks of putdi^ the Queen to 
death, and of the inftruments of torture, that were 
on board the Spanifli fleet. We may fuppofc, 
that fuch paragraphs were defigned by the policy 
of Burleigh, who underftood all the artifices of 
printing, to excite the terrors of the Englilh peo- 
ple, to point their refcntment againit Spain, and 
to inflame their love for Elizabeth. ( //) 

Yet, are we told, that pofls gave rife ta 
weekly news-papers, which are likewije a French 
invention. The inventor was Theophrafl: Re- 
paudot, aphyfician, who, laying his fcheme before 

(^) At the ejid of the Mercuric No. 24, there are ad- 
vcrtifements of books, like thofe of the prefent times : — 

•« \ 11. An Admonition to the People of England, wherein 
•* are anfwered the flanderous Untruths, reproachfully ut- . 
" tcred by Martin Mar- Prelate, and others of his broode^ 
•• againft the Bi(hops and Chief of the Clergy. 

•* zdly. The copie of a letter fent to Don Bernardin Men* 
•« doza, Ambaffador in France, for the King of Spain ; de- 
V daring the State of England, &c. The fecond edition. 

" 3dly. An exaA Journal of all Paffages at the Siege of, 
« Bcrgan-op-Zoom. By an Eye-witnefs. 

*< 4tlily. Father Parfons's Coat well dulled ; or fhort an4 
•' piihy Animadverfions on that infamous Fardle of Abufe 
** and Falfitics, entitled, Leicefier*5 Common Wealth, 

*' Sthly. Elizab^ba Triumplans, an Heroic Poem, by 
•* Jjimes A flee ; vvitii a Declaration how her Excellencie was 
" inter mined at thp Royal Courfe at Tilbury, and of the 
** Ow^rihiow of the Spanifti Fleet- 

** All imprinted nnd to be fold by John Field and Chrif- 
*' iC'pher Barker.*' 

Cardinal 



b 
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Cardinal Richlieu, obtained from him a patent 
for ^he Paris Gazette^ which was firft publifhed, 
in April 163 1 . Thus, would confident ignorance 
transfer this invention, which is fo ufcfully ad- 
vantageous to the governors, and the governed, 
from the Englilh Burleigh to the French Rich- 
lieu, {e) The dates demonftrate, that the pleafurcs 
and the benefits of a news-paper were enjoyed in 
England, more than forty years, before the eftab- 
lilhment of the Tarts Gazette^ by Renaudot, in 
France. And the Englijh Mer curie will remain 
an inconteftible proof of the exiftence of a print- 
ed news-paper in England, at an epoch, when 
no other nation can boaft a vehicle of news of 
a finiilar kind. 

The Englijh Mercurie no longer proclaimed 
his news, when Elizabeth, fpeaking of the ^- 
maday had faid, Flavit Deus et dijji^antur. A 
news-paper had now gratified the curiofity of 
the people 5 and the curiofity of the people would 
be no longer fatisfied without a news-paper. 
Burton complains, in his Anatomy of Melancholy^ 
which was firft publifhed, in 16 14, "that if any 
" read now-a-days. it is a play-book, or a 
" pamphlet of «^w<?j.''(/) The news-papers were 

at 

(<) Totze's Prefent State of Europe, vol. 1. p. 148; 
who quotes Anecdotes Liter aires, vol. 2. p. 275. 

(/) Anat. of Melanch'. p. 122. The text refers to oc 
cafional publications of foreign intelligence. I have ui Jhjr 

coUeftiou 
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a more early origin, than has generally been fupf 
pofed. Similar papers were continued, though 
they aflumed different names. In the preface to 
the Swedijb Intelligencer y which was publilhed in 
.1632, " now the third time revifed, correfted, 
." and augmented," we are aflured, that, " very 
** good ufc have alfo been made of the Weekly 
" CurrantoeSy which, if a man of judgment read, 
'* he fhall find very true and very pundtual : 
" Whofoever will be cunning in the places and 
" perfons of Germany, and would underftand 
** her wars, let him riot delpife Currantoes.^^ (^) 

Butter, the aftive news-monger of the times^ 
was influenced by his intereft to tell — 
*' News, old news, and luch news as you never heard of/*^ 

He was thus induced to convert his Weekly News 
into half-yearly news- And he publiflied the 
German Intelligencer y in 1630; and the Swedijh In- 
teiligenceryin 1631, He had for his compiler, 
William Watts, of Caius college, of whom it 
may be faid, that he was educated for other k-' 
boursj and of whom Voffius fpeaks as do£iiJftmus 
et clarijfmus Watfiusy qui optime 'de Hijioria me- 
ruit. He was born near Lynn in Norfolk of 1 

( ^ ) In the famous colledion of pamphlets, which was 
compiled by Mr. Charles Tooker, there were neivs-papers 
from 1621 to 1640; there was a paper entitled The If^eekfy 
Account, from 1634 to 1 65 5. — Thefe fadls evince, what has 
been hitherto little underftood, that we had regular news- 
papers^ in England, long before the civil wars began. 

know 
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know not what parentage. After being tranf- 
planted from the banks of the Gam to the groves 
of Oxford, he travelled into feveral countries, 
lays Anthony Wood, and became matter of di- 
vers languages. ( i ) He was, on his return, after 
the acccffion of Charles I. made one of the 
king's chaplains, and was preferred, fucceflively, 
to livings, and dignities, in the church ; and ad- 
hering manfiiUy to the king's caufe, he was fe- 
ijueftered, plundered, and left without a fhelter 
for his wife and children. He was carried by 
his courage, and refentment, iiito the field, witH 
Prince Rupert, during the hardieft of his exploits i 
dnd died, in 1649, on board his fleet, in the har- 
bour of Kinfale. He had an elpecial hand, fays 
Wood, in Sir Henry Spelman^s gloffary; he 
Indited Matthew Paris; and, exclufive of other 
treatifcs, he publiftied, before the civil wars of 
England began, feveral numbers o(news bobksy (Jk ) 
in the Englifli tongue (more than forty), contain- 
ing the oclcurrences, done in the Wirs betweeii 

( / ) In the books of the privy-council, 2 ad Deceitobet 
1620, thei^ is 1 ^afs for V(^illiam Watts, who wds going, as 
chaplainj with Sir Albfert Moreton, then appointed envoy 
to the united princes of Germany ; But this pa/s nviu not t4 
allow bim to go to Rtrnu. 

{k) The inde^tigable Butter publifhedi in 1636, No. i. 
of The principal Paffages of Germany, Italy, France, and 
other places; all faithfully taken out of good Originals^ 
by an EngUJb Mttcury. But I doubt whether William 
Watts were this SngUjb Mercurj, 

i ifac 
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the King of Sweden, and the Germans. ( /) Wil- 
liam Watts may, therefore, be deemed the Gallo-^ 
Belgicus of England. 

We arc now come, by a regidar progrcfi, to 
that memorable epoch, in Englifli hiftory, 

•« When civil dadgeon firft grew high." 

Each party, whedier political, or reli^ous, now 
hoped to gain then: objeft^, by Ipreading their 
pretenfions. From this^fource, the nation was 
foon over-run with, trafts of every fize, and of 
varieiis denominations : ( /» ) hence, the Diurnal, 
which continued its hebdomadal round, not- 
withftandmg the ridicule of Cleveland, from 
1640 to 1660: and hence too the different 
Mercuries^ which were lent abroad, to in- 
flame by their vehemence, or to conciliate 
by their wit; to convince by their argu- 
ment, or to delude by their fophiftry. Many of 
them were \\Titten with extraordinary talents, and 
publifhed with uncommon couragp* The^^great 

(/} VroOiTs Fafti, voL 1. p. 210-11. 

( » ) Of thofe cracb, hb prefenc Majefty was graciouHjF 
I'leaicd to give a very fine coUe^tioa to the Britifii Mufeunv 
for the ufe of the public. From the curious fpecimexu^ 
which it concairs, I am. ciiblei ta ftatc, that previous to 
the fzJ epoch of the muri.r of Charles L there had l>ee» 
publ!p.ied more than a hur^Jred news-papers: with different 
titles: and from that period to tic RcftoratioD» there were 
up«'ards of eight)' other neivs-pap^rs ; all which were writ- 
ten mth various purpoffs of good, or of mifchicfl Sec s^ 
CireKcIcJcal Liji of tb^f: NtwS'fapfn ill thc APTBNDn^. 

K^. 6. 

wiitop 
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Writer of Mercuries was Marchmont Necdham, 
who was bom in 1620, and was educated ac Ox-» 
ford i who afliimed all the colours of the chamc- 
Jcotti during thofe contentious times : and being 
difcharged from writing public intelligence by the 
council of ftate, in March 1660, he was allowed 
to live at the Reftoration, till at length, fays An^ 
thony Wood, this moftjiditiousy mtHabley and raiU 
ing author y died fuddenly, in Devereux Court, in 
November 1678* («) 

When hoftilities commenced, every events 
during a moft eventful period, had its owii hifto- 
nan, who communicated Ntws from Hulli "Truths 
from T(irki Warranted Tidings from Ireland, and 
Special Paffages (rom/everal PlaceSi Thcfe were 
all occafional papers. Impatient, however, a« 
k diftradted people were for information, the 
news were never diftributed daily* The various 
news-papers were publifhed weekly at firft; bur, 
in the progi'els of events, and in thd ardour of* 
curiofity, tiiey were diflributed twice, or thrice, 
in every Week. Such were the ^' French In- 
•* telligeiicef,'* the *' Dutch Spye,'* the ^ Irilh 
•* Mercury,'* and the " Scots Dove;" th«i 
*^ Parliament Kite,'* and the '' Secret Owl.'' 
Mercurius jlcheronticus brought thetti hcbdoma- 
63IX N,ews from Helly Mercurius Democritus com- 
municated Wonderfiil news from the World in the 
Moon, the Laughing Mercury gave perfeft news^ 
fix>m the Antipodes, and Mercurius Maftix fiiith- 

(n) Sf e Athi Ox. vol. 2. p. 626-3 1. 

1 2 - P.y 
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fully laflied all Scouts, Mercuries, Pofts, Spies, 
and other Intelligencers. 

Amid this clamour of contradiftion, this afti- 
vity of ridicule, this tumult of laughter, Scotland 
was not neglefted. As early as 1642, there were 
publilhed at London, ^he Scots S4:oufs Difcoveries. 
On the 30th of September 1643, appeared ^he 
Scots Intelligencer y or the Weekly News from Scot^ 
land and the Court. On the fame day, flew abroad 
^'be Scots Dove ; 

'^ Our Dove tells newfes from the King's, 
** And of harmonious letters fings." 

In 1644, arrived weekly. Intelligence from the 
South Borders of' Scotland. Mercurius Scoticus 
appeared in 1651, And, in the fubfequent year, 
was given out ^he T!hemey or Scoto-Preft)ytcr, 
which, with admirable ridicule, inquires, ^^ Whe- 
*' ther it be not as little diflionourable for the 
*^ Scots to be conquered by the Englifh, in 1652, 
^^ as to have been thefe twelve years paft 
" Haves to the covenant." All thefe papers were 
afluredly publilhed at London, either to gratify 
private intereft, or to promote public meafures,' 
though fome of them are miftakingly fuppofed 
to have been printed at Edinburgh. ( ^ ) 

It 

( ) See Arnot*s Hiftory of Edinburgh, which gives aa 
account of the eftablifliment of news- papers in Scotland, 
that \s very fupcrhcial, and inaccurate. See Spalding's Hif- 
tory of the Troubles in Scotland, vol, I. p. 336. "Now. 

" [DcCem- 
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It is a remarkable faft, which hiftory was cither 
too idle to afcertain, or too much afhamed to relate, 
that the arms of Cromwell communicated to Scot- 
land, with other benefits, the firft news-paper, 
which had ever illimiinated the gloom, or difpcUed 
the fanaticifm, of the North. Each army carried its 
own printer with it j expefting cither to convince 
by its reafoning, or to delude by its falfehood. 
King Charles carried Robert Barker with him 
to Newcaftle, in 1639. And General Cromwell 
conveyed Chriftopher Higgins to Leith, in 1652. 
When Cromwell had here eftabljihed a citadel, 
Higgins reprinted, in November 1652, what 
had been already publifhed at London, a 'Diurnal 
cfjome Pajfages and Affairs^ for the information 
of the Englilh foldiers. Mercurius Politicus was 
firft reprinted, at Leith, on the 26th of Oftober 
1653. The reprinting of it was transferred to 
Edinburgh, in November 1654 J where it con- 
tinued to be publilhed, till the nth of April 
1660; and was then reprinted^ under the name 
o{ Mercurius Publicus^ 

The time was, however, at hand, when Scot- 
land was to enjoy the luxury of a news-paper, 
which was of Scottifh manufafture. On the 3 ift 
of December, 1660, appeared, at Edinburgh, 

•' [December 1642] printed papers daily came from London, 
^* called Diurnal Occurrences, declaring what is done in Par* 
'' liament." Spalding ^e|i lived atAigapEEN. 

1 3 Mbr- 
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MsRCURiufi "Caledonius : Compriftng the Affairs 
in Agitation, in Scotland, with a Survey offoreigff 
InteUigence. {p) It was a fon of the Biihop of 
Qrkney, Thomas Sydferfe, wlxp now thought he 
had the wit to amufe, the knowledge to_ inftrudt, 
and the addrefs to captivate, the lovers of news^ 
in Scotland. But, he was only able, with all his 
powers, to extend his publication to ten numbers, 
which were very loyal, very illiterate, and yery 
affedcd. 

Even after the Reftoration, the news-papers, 
which were publifhed, by authority, at London, 
continued to be reprinted at Edinburgh, though 
not by the hand of Higgins. The Mercurius 
Publicus was here republifhed, till it was fuper- 
feded by The Kingdom's Intelligencer, which ftill rcr 
tailed the news of London to the people of Scot- 
lan4, at the rime, that Ruddiman was born. 

In the annals of our literature, and our freedom, 
it is a memorable fadl, that there was not a news- 
paper printed in Scodand, at the sera of the Re- 
volution. The few had doubtlefs inftrufted 
themfelves^ during feveral years, from the London 
Gazette. And the many had been too bufy, 

(/) The Mercurius Cakdonius, No. I. was dated from 
Monday the 31ft of December. 1660 to Tuefday the 8th 
of January, i66i. It was a fmall 4to. of eight pages, whicl^ 
jvas printed by a Society of Stationers, at £diQburgh> and was 
publilhed once a week,— The laft paper, No. 10, was dated 
^om Marck ztA^ to March z%, 1661. 

during 
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tluring the late times, with the affairs of Ac other 
world, to be very anxious about the events of 
this. Yet, were the eftatcfi of Scotland, who 
affemblcd at Edinburgh, on the 14th of March, 
1689, and the mobs, which outraged, on that oc- 
cafion, both law and religion, fufficiently in- 
flamed, without the agency of a new^-papcr {q)^ 
Whatever freedom, either of thought, or of 
printing, may have been eftablifhed, in Scotland, 
by the Revolution, ten years elapfed, before it 
was deemed fafe by the public, or advantageous 
by an individual, to print z news-paper. The 
Edinburgh Gazette was at length publifhcd, 
by authority, in February 1699, by James Wat- 
fon, who is ftill remembered for his Hijiory of the 
Art ofFrvniing. ( r ) Having puhliflicd only forty- 

( ^ ) In order to fupply that deficiency, at Edinburg]j| 
there was publifhed, at London, in a folio half iheet, Jn 
Account of the Proceedings of the Meeting of the Eftates of Scot ^ 
land^ 'with Licence, by Richard Chifiuell, at -the Rofe and Crown, 
in St, PauPj Church Tard, This paper was licenfed on the 
a5th of March 1689, and was continued by Richard Bald- 
win, till Oftober 1690. Together with the proceeding of 
the convention, this paper contained news and advertife- 
znents ; and when the Revolution had been accomplifhed, in 
Scotland, it feems to have ceafed, in England. My copy, 
which had belonged to the Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, 
«nds with Np. 147, and is dated from Tucfday October 14th 
CO Saturday Oftober i8th, 1690. 

( r ) The firil number of tlie Edinburgh Gaxettt was dated 
from Tuefday, February iSlEh, to Thorfday^ March 2d, 
1699; and was of courfe publiihed every Tuefday and 
Thurfday, in a whoK iheet folio, with two columns 1$ 
each page, 

I 4 one 
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Ofic numbers^ he transferred, in July 1699, whilQ 
Ruddinmn was ftiU the Ichoolmafter of Lawrence 
Kirk, the EdMurgb Gazette to John Reid, on 
idiofc death, it became the property of John 
Reid, his fon, who continued to print the Edinr 
iurgb Gazette J even after die Union. Watfon wa^ 
for feveral years, the great news-monger of Sc6t- 
land,, as Butter had been of England, during the 
prior age. In February 1705, he eftabliflied the 
Edinburgh Courantj which, after he had printed 
fifty-five numbers, he relinquiflied to the heirs 
and fucceflbrs of Andrew Anderfon, the printer 
to the Queen, to the city, and to the college, {s) 
Yet, Watfon ftill hoped for profit, or honour, 
. from printing a news-paper. And, in September 
1705, he publiflied the Scots Courant^ which he 
continued to print, beyond the year 17 1 8. ( / ) 
At the epoch of the Union, Scotland had thus 
fuccefllvely acquired three news-papers, which 
were all publilhed at Edinburgh j but neither 

( / ) The firfl number of fhe Edinburgh Ccurattt was dated 
from Wednef4ay the 14th to Monday the 19th of February 
1 705 ; and was publiihled twice a week> ou the Mondays 
and Wednefdays. On the ifl of February 1710^ the town- 
council authorifed Mr. Daniel De-Foe to print tlds paper> 
in the plaice of the deceafed Adam Bog, and prohibited any 
ether pfcrfon to print news under the name of the Edinburgh 
^9urant, Yet, was this paper certainly printed by John 
Keid, junior, in \ 705, and in 1 7 1 q, after the i ft of February, 

( / ) The Scots Courant was alfo publifhed twice a week, 
•n the Monday f and Wednefdays, in a folio half Iheet, and 
^Id AC the Exchange Cofi^re-houfe. 
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promoted that mcafure by their fads, nor retaid^. 
cd it by their declamations. 

To the Gazette^ the Edinburgh Courant, and 
the Scots Couranty were added, in Odober 1708, 
the Edinburgh Flying P((/i ; in Auguft 1709, the 
Scots Fcjim^n, which w^s printed hiy John Mon- 
piir for David Feame; and in March 1710, the 
North fatler^ which was printed by John Rcid 
for Samuel Colvil. ( « ) 

The year 17 15, when Ruddiman began to 
print, is alfo the epoch, when the commercial 
city of Gl^fgow firft enjoyed the advantages of a 
pews-paper. ( ^ ) The Glafgow Courant alone 
^jvas then equal to her wants. Her traffic, her 
opulence, and her knowledge, give circulation, 

( « ) The Tlying foft was printed by John Reids, elder 
and younger^ three times a week, in a folio half-fheet.—- The 
Scots Fpftman was eftabliftied by permiiiipn. from the towQ. 
council on the 17th of Augufl 2709; and cdntinued to be 
pabliftied on Tuefdays, Thurfdays, and Saturdays.— The 
y^z/rr. No. I, was dated from the 27th of March to the ift 
of April 1710, and was publifhed every Monday anJ^Friday. 

(^) The Glafgvw Courant ^ containing the occurrcncei 
lx>th at home and abroad. No. i. was dated from Friday^ 
November ijth, to Monday, November 14th, 17x5. GIaf» 
^w, printed fSr R. T. and ibid at tlie printing-houfe, in the 
coll^, and at the poft-ofHce. It was a fmall ^to printed 
on bad paper, in one column, three times a week, for the 
benefit of the country, price three halfpence. TJie title waj 
changed in No. 3, to The Weft Country Intelligence i contain- 
ing the news both at home and abroad, I faw a collediou 
pf thefe ^ews-papersi in the College Libraiy^ at Glafgow* 

at 
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at prcfent, to a Journal^ a Mercury y an Advertijer^ 
and a Courier. 

, The printing of a news-paper at Glafgow did 
not prevent the eftablifhment of other news- 
papers at Edinburgh. In March 17 14, Robert 
Brown began to print the Edinburgh Gazette^ or 
SiCots Pojlmafiy on Tuelday and Thurfday, in every 
week. On. the 24th of December 17 18, the 
town-council gave an exclufive privilege to 
James M*Ewen, ftationer-btrrgefs, to publilh 
three times a week. The Edinburgh Evening Cou^ 
rant I " thefaid James being obliged, before pub- 
** lication, to give ane coppie of his print to the 
** magiftrates/' {y) This paper continues to 
lie publifhed by David Ramfay, though I am 
unable to tell, whether he comply with the 
origmal condition^ of giving a$l^ coppie of bis print 
io the prejent magiftrates. 

We have, in this manner, been led forward, 
while we left Ruddiman engaged in his philolo- 
gical labours, to the epoch, in hb life, of the 
cftablifhment of the Caledonian Mercury, 
which he was firft to print, and afterwards to own. 
The original number of this news-paper was 
publifhed, at Edinburgh, on Thurfday, April the 
aSth, in the year 1720. It Vas printed by Wil- 
liam Adams, Junior, for William Rolland, a 
lawyer, who was the earlieft proprietor, with fuch 

{y ) See the cpancil regifters of that date. 

are- 
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a reception as hath infured its continuance to the 

prefent times, (z) 

Of the Caledonian Mercury, Adama printed five 
hundred and eighty-nine numbers. On the 17th 
of January 1724, Ruddiman began to print the 
fubfequent number, at his printing-houfe, in Mo- 
roccoe's Clofe, in the L*awn Market. The dc* 
ceafe of Rolland, in March 1729, transferred to 
Ruddiman theproperty of the Caledonian Mercury i 
which, from number thirteen hundred and nine- 
ty-fix, was printed for, and by, Thomas, and 
Walter, Ruddiman, and fold at the fhop of Alex^ 
ander Symmers, bookfeller, in the Parliament 
Square. In this manned* was the property ia 
the Caledonian Mercury transferred, from tht 

( « ) The Caledonian Klercury was at firft printed thrett 
times a week, on Monday, Tuefday, and Thurfday, in ft 
fmall 4to of four pages, with two columns in each page* and 
50 lines in each column ; fo, the whole paper contained only 
400 lines. It now contains, in its folio form, no fewer than 
^480 lines, or, more than fix times what it originally did : 
And» as each line contained at firft one fourth lefs matter^ 
the paper now comprehends of matter more than eight timet 
of what it did in 1729. On the izth of November I735|» 
the Caledonian Mercury was printed for Thomas Ruddimai^ 
and Co. It was printed anonymoufly from No. 3S92, Mon* 
day 23d September, to No. 39l6> Monday rSth November, 
1745, when the former fignature was again afliimed. On 
the 17th of March 1748, this paper was printed a» formerljr 
for Thomas and Wdter Ruddiman. Such were the changes 
pf the Caledonian Mercury, when it was far lefs entertaining 
and profitable than it has fince becoipe. It was originally 
f fn^elliihed with the arm^ of Scotland. 

founder 
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founder of it, to the family of Ruddiman. In his 
family, it continued, though under various mo- ' 
difications, and during troublefome times, from 
March 1729, to May 1772, when it was fold by 
the truftces of Ruddiman*s grand-children, with 
the printing-houfe, and printing-materials, to 
'Mr. John Robertfon, a printer of fufficient learn- 
ing, and of opulent circumftances. (a) 

While Ruddiman thus undertook the addi- 
tional cares of a news-paper, and continued his 

(a) In confequcnce of that fale, the truftees publifhed in 
the Caledonian Mercury, No. 7884, On the i6th of May 
177Z, the following advertifement:— '« The printing co* 
«* partnery betwixt Thomas and Walter Ruddiman, which 
« fince their death has hitherto been continued in behalf of 
« their rcprefentatives, bemg now diffolved; and the pro- 
" perty of the printing-houfe, types, and all other materials, 
" fold to John Robertfon, printer here, who has alfo pur- 
" chafed from the copartnery the right of publifiung the 
" Caledonian Mercury : We, the truftees for the grand- 
*• children of Thomas Ruddiman, whobenefited the learned 
'• world fo much by his grammatical knowledge, and many 
** ufeful publications, think ourfelvcs obliged not only to re- 
** turn grateful thanks for the generous countenance hither- 
" to afforded to this houfe and to his poftcrity ; but alfo, as 
•* Mr. Robertfon has dealt by us with opennefs and candour 
•• in the courfe of this tranfa^tion, and is to continue the 
" bofmefs in the fame houfe, and the publication of the Ca- 
** LEDONiAN Mercury in the fame way, we prefume 
•* to recommend him in the moft earneft manner to all the 
•* friends and well-wifhers of the memory of Thomas, and 
•* Walter, Ruddiman. 

«' John Mackenzie, John Hutton, 
•* George Stuart, William Henry ,'^ 

I ufual 
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ufual ftudies, he again wilhed for matrimonial 
comforts, at the ripe age of fifty-five. It was on 
the 29th day of September 17 29, that he married, 
for his third wife, An^e Smith, the daughter of 
Thomas Smith, a merchant, in Edinburgh, who, 
in London, had been called a woollen-draper; 
and who, marrying the heirefs of a brew-houlc, 
carried on the profitable bufinefs of a brewer till 
his death. What fortune fhe brought Ruddiman 
I am unable to tell. He certainly engaged, by his 
marriage contraft, to fecure to her an annuity^ 
which Ihould be equal to the intereft often thou- 
iand marks, Scots, exclufive of her cxpeftatidhs 
fi-om Alifon Young, her aunt. He found her a 
faithftd manager of his houfehold, and a pleafent 
companion of his a^. She gave him a fon, who 
died in his infancy, and a daughter, Alifon, who, 
having married, at the age of fcventeeft, James 
Stuart, a lawyer, in Edinburgh, on the 4th of 
Sepfembcr i747> has produced a numerous pro^ 
gcny, to perpetuate his blood. 

In addition to the comforts of a wife, Ruddi- 
jnan ere long partook of the gifts of fortune, if 
not of the rewards of merit. On the 6th of 
January 1730, he obtained a ftep in his o^cc, 
though he gained no acceflion to his in- 
come. When Mr. John Spottifwood died, in 
February 1728, after he had been five-a^d-. 
twenty years the principal keeper of the Advo- 
cates Library, Ruddinian remained, for almoft 

two 
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two years, without a fuperior. But, at the an- 
niverlary meeting of the Facultyy on the 6th of 
January 1730, Mr. Thomas Ruddiman was ap- 
pointed library-keeper, though without any ad- 
dition to his falary, (t) Whether he now exe- 

{i) At a meeting of the Faculty of Advocates, on the 
6th of January 1730, Mr. Hugh DaJrymplc, one of the cu* 
lators of the library, reprefented, that there having been no 
principal keeper thereof appointed, fincc the death of Mr. 
John Spottifwoode, and it being neceflary that one Ihould 
bear the name of Library Keeper for demanding the book* 
from the keeper of thcwarchoufe of Stationers Hall, undef 
the 8th of Queen Anne, ch. 19 ; and moved that, for ob- 
taimng the faid end, and for preventing any new burden 
•n the Faculty's flock, by creating one of the Faculty the 
principal keeper with a falary, Mr. Thomas Ruddiman, the 
prefent under-kceper, ihould be named the Library Keeper, 
without any addition to his falary on that account. AfiUfr 
fome reafoning, a few of the mexnbers were of opinion, that 
it was for the honour of the Faculty and the reputation of 
their library, after the example of fimilar inflitutions, in 
ether countries, the principal keeper ihould be Tome perfon 
of coniideration in their own fociety ; while other members, 
on the other hand, infifled, that the ofHcewas in a great 
meafure fupplied by the five curators of the, library, who, 
being all members, had the principal charge thereof: The 
Faculty, after maturely confidering the whole matter, and 
ieveral arguments adduced on both fides, came to the fol- 
lowing refolution ; — " That they would not in future create 
•*. one of their own body the honorary keeper of the U*^ 
«« brary, with a falary annexed to his office ;" and they 
accordingly appointed and empowered Mr. Thomas Rud- 
diman to call for fuch books from Stationers Hall, as their 
library had a right to by the above-mentioned ad of par« 
fianieDty and to j;ive reoeipts ibr the (aaie. 

cutcd 
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cuted the whole trujft, which became more la- 
borious, both from extending the plan of an ex- 
tenfive colledtion, and from the increafe of 
juridical bufinefs, cannot now be afcertained* He 
was ere long provided with an affiftant, who be- 
ing his countryman, that had a little of his learn- 
ing, and fome of his principles, was probably 
recommended hj himfelf. It was- Walter Goodal, 
who was appointed the under-kecpcr of the Ad- 
vocates Library, on the i4thof Jiine 1735; and 
who diftinguilhed himfelf by the hardy enterprize 
of proving, in oppofition to prejudice, that the 
letters, which had been attributed to Mary, the ■ 
Queen of Scots, were forgeries. 

I have taken fome pains to refcue Goodal 
from the oblivion, into which the literati of 
Edinburgh have allowed him to fall» Though 
his talents did not place him in the foremoft 
rank, the fuccels, with which he executed that 
cnterprize, entides him to biographical recolt 
Icdion. The Goodals of the parilh of Ordiphul^ 
in that part of the ancient divifion of Banfehire; 
which is called the Boy nib, were a numerous 
race, who emerged but little from the lower or- 
ders, Walter Goodal was the el4eft fon of 
John Goodal, a farmer, at Acres of Culfin^* 
hf Margaret Taylor, the fifter. of James 
Taylor, who was parochial fchoolmafter, in Or- 
diphul. In this parifh, Walter was born, about 
tlie year 1^06. He wa$, no doubt, inftruded in 

X graminar 
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grammar by his uncle. And, in December 
1723, he entered himfelf a ftudent in the ICing'i 
college, Aberdeen 5 where he did not continue 
long enough to obtain, what Ruddiman valued fo 
much, the degree of Mafter of Arts, (c) I am 
unable to trace him through his fucceffive em- 
ployments, from his leaving the King's college 
till his appearance in the Advocates Library^ 
about the year i730,diough he had not a formal 
appointment in it, till the 14th of June 1735. 
, Goodal now commenced the fellow-labourer of 
Ruddiman, in compiling " A Catalogue of the 
** Library of the Faculty of Advocates at Edin- 
" burgh." This accurate compilation was be- 
gun, in 1735, and by their joint diligence was, 
with the exception of the laft page, printed, 
in 1742. {d) 

(c) He entered his name on the books of the college, on 
the ift of December 1723, Walter Goodal, B^ynenfis; and 
he lludied under profeflbr Alexander Burnet. For this in- 
formation I am obliged to profefTor Thomas Gordon of 
that college. 

(d) It was printed, in folio, by Thomas, Walter, and 
Thomas, Ruddiman, at Edinburgh. This moil ufeful ca- . 
talogue was formed on the plan of the Bihiiotheca Cardinalis 
fmperlalu, A fcconi volume, containing the books, that 
had been coUcdled, fince 1742, was compiled on the fame 
plan, and nearly to as great an extent, by Alexander Brown^ 
the prefent librarian, and publiihed in January 1776. A 
large Appendix, containing the additions to the library, fmce 
1776^ was printed in 1787. 

Ic 
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It was about this time, that Goodal formed h\% 
defign of writing The Life of Mary, " the.goddels 
of his idolatry." But, he appears to have been 
either teazed by his enemies, or advifed by his 
friends, to convert his materials into his well- 
knovf a Examination of the Letters ^ /aid to ie written 
hy Maryy ^een of Scots y to James Earl ofBothwelL {e) 
This deviation, from his original purpofe, is not to 
be much regretted, confidering into whofe hands 
the life of Mary was to fall. With this Examina- 
tion Ruddiman was certainly acquainted, (/) and 
was eafily induced to contribute his fuggeftions* 

For the difcovery of truth, and the eftablifh-^ 
ment of innocence, Goodal did much, by his ela- 
borate exammation, though he left much for 
others to do. He had done more, had he had 
lefs prejudice, and greater coolnefs. He cer- 
tainly had diligence of refearch, fagacity of in-^ 
veftigation, and keennefs of remark : but his zeal 
Ipmetimes carried hiiji out of his courie, his pre- 
judice often blunted his acutenefs, and his defire 
of recrimination never failed to enfeeble the 
ftrength of his criticifm. The Defence of the 

{e) It was printed, in 2 vols. 8vo. at Edinburgh, by Tho« 
mas, and Walter, Ruddimans, 1754. 

(/) Anfwcr to Logan, p. 69; whereby it appears, that 
Goodal was even, in 1747, at work on his Vindication, 
which, being under the management of a *utry fit hand^ wa« 
^xpe&ed ere long to fee the light. 

K Bift^op 
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Bifliop of Rofs, which he wrote at the time, when 
fads were known, and danger was near, has never 
been fatisfaftorily anfweredl But, it was Gdodali 
who firft attempted, with uriconimon fuccefs, to 
demonftrate hyinlrinjick and ex trinftck evidence yiiisx 
the letters, which had been attributed to Mary, were 
forgeries. He convinced all thofe, who \^ere 
difpofed to make every prefumption in favouf of 
innocence. He made little impreflion upon thofe, 
who, affedlirig fubtility, oppofed philofophical 
indifference to pofitive proofs. The fcholars, 
who had placed themfelves on the heights of li- 
terature, far from yielding aflent to his evidence, 
endeavoured to anfwer his elcamination, in an 
evil hour for their own fame: but, 

" Qtjod ratio ncquiit, fsepe fanavit mora." 

Mean time, Goodal employed himfelf in other 
labours. He publilhed, in 1754, Sir John Scot's 
Staggering State of Scots Statejmen^ a work, that 
required the emendatory notes, which Gck)dal 
fupplied, v/ith more diligence than precifion.- 
He contributed alfo, in 1754, to Sir James Bat-- 
four's PraSiicksy ^hat is deemed by cothpereiit 
judges a learned preface, together with a life of 
the author. When Keith puBliflied, in 1755, 
his Nezv Catalogue of Scots BiJhopSy he gratefully 
acknowledged the afliftance of (joodal, particU"* 
larly with regard to the account of the Cufdeesi 
which at lad is extremely erroneous. He- edited 
Fordun's Scotichronicon, which, the moft prejudiced 

have 



15. 1757] THOMAS RtJI>DIMAN. i^i 

have allowed, to be a laudable work. He chiefly 
made ufe of die manufcript of Fordun, which ii 
m the library of the uniyerfity of Edinburgh, ( ^ ) 
and which, Ruddiman fays, is the beft. Good- 
al's intreduSlion to Ferdun Ihews, that his know- 
ledge of the hiftory of Scodand was neither pro-** 
found, nor accurate ; that Ws inveftigation was 
fometimes obftru6led by prqudice, and his can^ 
dbiir often overpowered by zeal. In die midft 
of thefe employments, he marriedi I know not 
what woman, who brought hinri a fon, that made 
verfes, and thought hinnfelf equal as a poet 16 
Dryden. During his latter days, poor Goodai 
paid his adoration fcldomcr to Apolb dian to 

{g) I obferved the following entry in tht records of the 
. city of Edinburgh:— *" 22d April 1745, The MS. oi Joannii 
'* Forduni Scotichronicon was put into the advocates library^ 
*» ftr being publifhed. A bond for return thereof was pro*. 
**. ddced.'*-— Goodal's Fordun was a mbfl injudicious public 
cati<Jn, The firft volume wai publifhed in folio, by Robert 
Fleming, at Edinburgh, in 17479 without a preface, or the 
name of the editor. There is a prefiitory advertifement^ 
indeed, which apologizes for ^e delay of ^e woiiki owing 
td tbi amfvfitua tf the latg rebelUoui and which promifes the 
lecoad volume with all convement fpe6d. The feoond vo« 
lume at leng^ appeared, in I759> with an introdu^ion hj 
Goodai, and a diiTertation on the marriage of Robert jd^ 
irfth' Elizabieth Mvre, by Gordon of Buthlaw, which had 
been publifhed, in a folio fize, 1749. Goodal's Fordun fellg 
for tiie price of wafb paper. The introdn^Hon was ten years 
afterwards tranHated into EngHfhi and puUifhecT at London* 
17699 in 8vOi with little more fncceflu 

K i Bacchusi 
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Bacchus; who generally overcame his votary, as 
often as he aflced his aid. Goodal died, on die 
a 8 di of July 1766, in bad circumftances, after 
all his labours. In Ruddiman he had ever found 
a fi-iend, (i&) who relieved his neceffities, yet 
defpifed his groflhefs. 

■ Amidll all his avocations, Ruddiman never 
defifted from his philolo^cid ftudies. He was^ 
by this ftudipufnefs, enabled to publifli, in 1731, 
Grammatics Latina InfiitutioneSi pars fecunda. 
This elaborate book was printed 'm d:dibus auilo^ 
risy by his own workmen. In part the firft, he 
had already inftrufted the youth of Scotland, in 
ihe principles of etymology. In the prefent work> 
he treats o( Jyrjtax, or conftruftion. As thefc 
Inftitutions were the labour of years, fo has he 
difcufled his difficult fubjeft, in an admirably 
difplay of method, without tedioulhefs, of preci- 
fion, without fubdety, and of concifenefs, without 
obfcurity. He every where fpeaks with refpeft 
of the performances of others, and always with 
modefty of his own. Though he had now pub- 
hftxtd pars /ecunda, with regard tojyntaxy he did 
not here relinquilh a fubjeft, which has doubts to 
be explained, and difficulties to be removed. 
And, wich his ufual diligence,, he prepared a ^^^ 

. {^h) In Ruddiman*s deed of fettlement, dated the aid of 
March 1756, there is mention of a bond for 90/. ftcrling 
from Walter GoodaU as an outftandlng debt. 
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iertiay being a Pr^ir^, which is faid by judgesr 
to be more copious, aftd corrcft, than any trca-- 
tife of the kind, that has been yet given to the 
world. When Ruddiman was folicited to print 
his Profody^ thus copious and correft, he faid 
dryly, that the age has Jo littk taftey the JaU would 
not pay the expence. The two parts of hi3 Gram- 
matical Inftitmes, he afterwards ' abridged, and 
publi(hed;j for the accommodation of youth, And, 
to this abridgment, which has been vulgarly 
called his Shorter Grammar, he fubjoined an ab- 
ftradt of hh Projodia. ( / ) 
. Ruddiman was at length fo fuperior as ^ Latin 
gramniarian, that his fanie incited envy, and his 
philology produced imitation. Such was the 
prigin of Grammatica Latins Compendium, which 
was publiftied at Edinburgh, in 1732, by Robert 
Trotter, the fchooln^aftcr of Dumfries, {k) Trot- 



^ (1) For tM» work he obtained, on the 5th of May 
1756, the royal privilege for the exclufive printing, dur- 
ing fourteen years, under the title of '* Grammatica Latins 
** InftituHones^ faciliy et ad Puerorum captum accommodatd, 
V Methodo p€rfcriptay Of this treatiie, the 8th edition was 
printed at Edinburgh, by Walter Ruddiman, John Rich- 
^dibn, and company, 17^2, 8vo. 

(^ ) Of this Compendium^ there appears to have been an 
impreffion, in 1733: but, it was merely the old edition with 
a new, title page. 
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fer's affbaation of brevity brought to rccodleftion 

fhc remark of Horace :•*- 

'« Brevis efle laboro, 
Obfcurus hoJ* 

!rhc c<?nceitednefs, the envy, and the errors, of 
Trotter, were foon expofed with abundant karn- 
jng, and chaftifed with fufficient fliarpnefs, by 
Mr. John Love, who publiflied his Animadver- 
fions, in 1733. (/) The opening paragraph will 
give the reader a good ipecimcn of the grammar; 
of Trotter, and of the animadverfions of Love : 
— " page I, line 3, Grammatics qua eft ars reSti 
** loquendi Jcrihrndique^ partes Junt quatuor. Mr. 
•« Trotter here, for the fake of ah aflfeded brc- 
^ vity, has jumbled together the dcfiniti)n, and 
f * the divifion, of ^mmar, which muft needs 
" perplex the young fchplar, at his entry, to 
** this performance/ '-»- A new title page feems 
to have beea the only reply of Trotter, who felt 
the wound, without being able to .return the 
ftroke. 

(/) The Animad'vtrjions on the Latin Grammar lately fuh^ 
lijhed by Mr, Robert Trotter^ fcboolmafter at Dim^es, were 
printed at Edinburgh, in 1733, without the printer's name: 
the work, however, was evidently printed in the houfe of 
Ruddiman, who printed with it a Bifertation upon the Way 
of teaching the Latin Language, But, as he was highly 
praifed, his modefty would not allow hina to appear even as 
the printer. 

' • ' Mr. 
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Mr. John Love, who was now the vindicator 
offi.uddunan, became ere long his friend, but his 
adveriary afterwards. He was bom, in July 
26^:^, at Dunbanon, the Dun-briton of the 
Britifh, the A'x Britmum of the Romans, the 
Dunclidon of Ravennas, the Alcluyd of Bedej 
^d he was the fon of John Love, a book- 
feller, who, Uke greater dealers', in greater 
fowns, lupplied his cuftomers with fuch books, 
as their tafte required, and, like .the fether of 
Johnfon, pccafionally exhibited his goods at the 
neighbouring fairs, (iw) He fent his fon firft to 
jhe fchool at Dunbarton, and afterwards to the 
icoUege of Glaigow. Here, having finifhed his 
ftudies, the fon became the uflier to his old mafler, 
pavid M^Alpine, and, in 1720, his fucceflbn 
On the 17th ofOdtober 1 721, he married £Uza<- 
beth, the daughter of Archibald Campbell, a 
iurgeon, and one of the bailies of Glafgow, at the 
Umetii for which, being a flrenuous advocate, he 
twas greatly injured by the mob, both in his pro- 
perty, and his perfon. By her Love had thirteen 
children, who are all dead, except Lieutenant 
Robert Love of the royal navy, an experienced 
and hardy feaman, and David Love, the prelent 

(«) The books, which were at that time cjiiefly read, 
were Bunyan^s FilgrMs Progre/s, Amhrafe^s Holy War luith 
Ikwlsf Baxter^ J Call to the Vuconvtrted, This wo thy dealer 
•in books, and in fuch other articles, as the town and thecoun- 
ffy defn^ndcd, died.iji 1725, at the age of feventyrfive. 

K 4 Vicar 
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Vicar of Fingringhoe, near Colchefter, whom 
I have long admired for his Icarnmg, and efteem-^ 
cd for his worth. Like Ruddiman, Love fcems 
to have delighted m marriage, or like him, to 
have been driven into connubial connedlions, by 
his fcholaftic bufinefe, which required female fu- 
perintendance. And, he married, in i74i> 
for his fecond wife, Giles, the youngeft daughter 
of the Rev. James Elphinfton, who had died, 
the minifter of Dalkeith, in 1 7 1 o. 

Love had fcarcely animadverted on Trotter, 
when he was carried before the judicatories of the 
kirk, by Mr. Sydferf, the minifter of Dunbarton, 
who accufcd him of hewing on a Sunday ^ and who, 
after a juridical trial, was obliged to make a pub- 
lic apology, for having malicioufly accufed calum- 
niated innocence. In Oftober 1735, Love was 
appointed by the magiftrates of Edinburgh, one of 
the matters of the High School; after a fair trial of 
his claffical knowledge, in competition with Mr. 
Findlay, the fchoolmaftcr of Muffelburgh. He 
now continued his ftudies, and extended his ufe- 
fulnefs. In 1737, he publiflied, in concert with 
Robert Hunter, who was then one of the matters 
of Heriot's hofpital, and afterwards rofe to be 
profeflbr of Greek, in the univerfity of Edin- 
burgh, Buchanani Parapbrafis P/almorum Davidis 
Poetica. (« ) This fplendid edition was enriched 

: by 

{») This work was printed; -by Thomas, and Walter, 
Raddimans: and the paper, the types, the accuracy, and the 

talle 
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by many contributors. The various communi-i 
cationsofRuddiman contributed in no fmall dc-, 
gree to its intelleftual wealth. The literature, and 
the diligence, of Love, did not pafs unnoticed. The 
Duke of Buccleugh appointed him the Reftor 
of the grammar fchool of Dalkeith, in Oftober 

1739, ^^ ^^^ death of Lefly, During the year 

1740, he engaged in a controverfy, about the 
comparative merits of Buchanan and Johnfton, (e?) 
with the notorious Lauder, who, even then, was 
fufpe6ked of fcholaftic forgery. The conquefts, 
which Love had made over Trotter, and Lauder, 
probably gave him a fondnels for controverfy. 
And we fhall find, in the fequel, that he entered 
into an angry conteft with Ruddiman about 
Buchanan's morals ; being provoked perhaps, by 
what he deemed contemptuous mention of hb 
grammatical war with Lauder. 

While Love's connexion with Ruddiman was 
frefli, our grammarian publiflied, in 1733, a Z)^/^ 
Jertationufon the Way of teaching the Latin Tongue. 
This is an elaborate treatife, which was chiefly 
dcfigned as a confutation of the grammatical he- 
terodoxies of John Clarke, the well-known 
fchoolmaftcr of Hull ; who, about that time, had 

taile of it, were all worthy of Buchanan's genius an^ 
poetry. 

( ) There was publiflied, at Edinburgh, >n September 
^740, in 8vo, price 6 d. Buchanan* s and Johnftm^s Para^ 
^a/e of tbi P/alnu compared. 

publilhed 
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pjubUfl^^ a JUt^ grammar, in the £|igUih'}aa^ 
gUftge, wherein j()ie m^gnifie^ tj^perbpliqajly nhe 
iiie of ^V/?/ 4rauflafipns^ He had iinculcated, 
difhooefUy, wh^t credulity plone c^ beUeye, 
ihat a|i adequate la¥>\vle%e of 6^d langua^s 
\& an e^iy acquirement. And he maintainedji 
Immorally, the direft cooverfe of the anciei* 
^age,— ^* Offinia vimit lajborJ' For ihefe of- 
fences againft the airt of teaching, he was now 
porrefted by Ruddiman with mmy ftripes. 

Ruddiman, m^an while^ proceeded, ^\^ a 
grammarian's method, xft, to confiite the Qbjecr^ 
fions, that had been raifed againft his own gram^ 
mar, as being too particular i .adly, tojuftify.the 
common {Jraftice of teaching ti^ Latin Jai^age* 
by a Latin grammar; 3dly,;to qriticife Clarke's 
grammar, with the acutenefs, and knowkdge, of 
a mafterj fhewing .incidentally the fuperiojrity of 
JuiHy's grammar to Clarke's, in fidnels and per- 
fpiquityi ^nd laftly, to explode the ufc, >yhich 
hjis antagonift profeflfed to mal^ of his literd 
trartflations^ by proving that his method wouki 
imppfe on the credulity of the boys, and diiap- 
point the hopes of ^e parents. Doftor Watts, 
fcoweyer, avowed a different judgmetit, in Jhis 
Improvement of the Mind. Yet, neither the efforts of 
Clarke, nor the difapprobatioii of Watts, changed 
the eftabliflied pjradtice of the Englifh fchools. 
Kton agd ^eftminffier, Harrow and Winchefteij^ 
have produced many a fine fcJxolar, lince Clarke 
I <:eafcd 
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(ceafed to flatter with his noyelties : this nadon^ 
fcrvice, however, has not been accomplished, by 
fopljilh flattery, mkI Englijb trm^tums^ but ^ 
perfcvering labour, and wholeibme difcipline. 

Ruddiman's reputation was now ib high, as a 
Latimft, that when any tranflation wa3 to be made 
of public pa,pers, he was ufually employed, la 
1726, he tranflated the Charter of the Royal 
Bank, from Englilh into Latin, before .the fcals 
were affixed to it. By defire of the magiftrates 
pf Edinburgh, he tranflated, in 1733, from La- 
pin into Englifli, ** The Town's Chapter of Ad- 
miraiky." (;>) 

By this cafy labour, Ruddiman was never 
long detained from purfuing his ,accufl:omed 
occupations. In 1734^ he printed, and perhaps 
edited, a pofl:humous ^reaii/e of his old friend, 
John Spottifwoode, Concerning the Origin and Prg^ 
grefs effees {q) ^[fewds.] This work was de- 
fignedasa fiipplementto the IntrodulfimofKnoW'' 
kdgeSoili^ Stik of Cowu^mceSj by the iame author. 
The Septs lawyers were ynder no fmall obliga- 
tion toprofeflbr Spottifwoode, for thus tlhrowing 

(/) The treafarcr of Edinburgh was ordered, on the 
loth of Oftober 1733, to pay Mr. Ruddiman a guinea, for 
tradlatii^ into Englifh the Town's Charter of Admiralty. 
[The City Records of that date.] 

( ^ ) This treattfe, on the tranfmiilion of Hereditably 
^JLights, was printed at ^inburgh, in 1734, by T. and W. 
friddiamnsj in 8vo. pp. 276. 

intq 
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into method what had before been looked upon* 
as incapable of fyftematic form. This ufeful 
treatife was received with great applaufe, and had 
a rapid fale. He was thus induced to compleat 
the book, which Ruddiman was now employed 
to print, for illuftrating, in a methodical way, the 
rife and progrefs of hereditable rights, in Scotland. 
Our profeflbr, however, writes much more for 
die inftruftion of ftudents of the law, than for the 
information of men of liberal education. He, of 
courle, rather treats praftically, than inveftigates 
hiftorically, thedoftrine of feuds. And he does 
not in the leaft touch upon that curious fubjeft> 
the introdudtion of the feudal fyftem, and the 
cftablifhment of the Anglo-Norman jurifpru- 
dence, within the ample extent of the Caledo-. 



man regions. 



The prudence of Ruddiman, which was equal 
to his induftry, was meantime careful to accumu-. 
kte for his family what he had acquired, during 
jfeveral years, by his labour. He grew rich, 
without the lofs of charafter, in proportion as he 
extended his induftrious occupations. By the 
minute account, which he made up of his affairs, 
on the I ft of Oftober 1735, it appeared, that he 
was then worth 1882I. 5 s. aid. fterling. His- 
opulence was at that period in a very increafing 
progrefs: for, when he took an account of his 
riches, on the 20th of May 1736, he found his. 

wealth 
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wealth had increafcd to 1985 1. 6s. jd. (r) 
fterling. And it is to be recoUcfted that, when 
he fettled his debts and his credits, in 17 10, he 
valued his worldly goods, at no more than 24 1. 
14 s. 9d. fterling. He had in the meantime, 
maintained his family, educated his children, and 
fuftained the ufual lofTes of complicated bufinels, 
I have exhibited thefe ftatements of confiderablc 
riches, at that period, for the benefit of thofe, 
who may follow the track of Ruddiman, from 
dependent penury, through the paths of honcft 
diligence, and carcfiil attention, to independent 
opulence. 

. To his other qualities of prudence, of induftry, 
and of attention, Ruddiman added judgment. 
He did not print fplendid editions of books for 
the public good. He did not publifh volumes 
for the perufal of the few. But, he chiefly em- 
ployed his prefs, in fupplying Scotland with 
books, which, from their daily ufe, had a general 
fale. And he was, by this motive, induced to 
fumilh country Ihop-keepers, and parochial 
fchoolmafters, with fchool-books, at the loweft 
rate, (j) 

It 

( r ) The ftatements in the text, I found in a folio m^u* 
fcripty containing inventories^ which bad been written with 
his own hand. 

( / ) From Rnddiman's MS. folio, I am enabled to gratify 

the reader's deiire of knowing the books^ with their prices* 

i : ' whidi 
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It was on this principlte that Ruddiman a<9:ed, 
when he renewed, in May 1736, the contract of 
the copartnerfhip, whith had exifted with his 
brother Walter, fince 1729, and James Grant, 
for publilhing the Cakdoman Mercury. Of this 
topartnerftip, Waker Ruddimaa was the cajhier. 
And, James Grant undertook to ceHeft the 
foreign, and domeftic, intelligence, to attend the 
prcfs, and to publifli die paper, of which fourteen 

^P^bich \Vere in that manner fold by our great granw 

marian: 





X. 


d. 




The Rudiments, at 





6 


per copy. 


The Small Grammar^both Parts, 3t 


1 





per copy. 


Part ift, tft 





6 




Part 2d, at 





4 




Grammatical Exercifes, at 





H 


each. 


Salluft, common Paper 





4 




Ovid's Metamorphofes (Willyrndt) 





6| 




Dialog! Sacri 





6i 




Corderius (Willymot) 





3 




C. Nepos 





5 




PorrefPs Vocabnlary 





6 




Virgil, common Paper 





7 




Virgil, fine Paper 





to 




A fmall Vocabulary 





2 


1 


The large Grammar, with Notes 


7 







Caefar's Commentaries in Sheets 


I 







Horatij Opera, that-had been printed 








by the late James Watfpn, and 








purchafed by Ruddiman 








An Englifti New Teftament 








A Greek New Teftament, 









hundred 
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hundred were fold etrrjr week. Thus, acco(rdingf 
to this arrangenftent, w^s the company to con- 
tmue for tcrt years, from th>5 lytK of April 17316, 
riic three partners, having each an equal fhare. (/) 
And thus, did they continue to ^ublift the Cale^ 
donian Mercury till the 1 ft of November 1745, 
when Grant renounced his part; and facfificing 
his prudence to his zfeal, joined the infurgentsj 
and finally found his fafety in France. 

The ufual prudence of Ruddiman induced him 
to engage in a mor« extraordinary meafure, fat 
guarding his family from foture want. The 
teachers of the liberal arts, at Edinburgh, confi- 
deringthat, after their deaths their wives and" 
children often fell into indigence, wifely refolved 
to employ a certain portion of dicir incomes, as 
a certain provifion for themfelves, arid for thofe, 
whom it was their duty to proteft. With this falu- 
tary defign, Ruddiman, and the fcholaftic teach- 
ers, entered into a voluntary fociety, on the 2d of 
February 1737, ^7 die tide of ** The com|)iny 
" of the profeffors and teaichers of the liberal 
" arts and fciences, or any branch thereof, in the 
*^ city ofEdinburgh, and dependencies thereof.'* 
To the fund of this fociety, the feverai copartners 
were to contribute equally, without preventmg 
any individual from giving more than his pro- 
portion, yet all were to be equal ftiarers of the 
profit, and the lofs. From tliis fiind, the part^ 

(-;/ ) MS. contract* dated the 6th of May 1736. 

nets,. 
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nerSy in cafes of necelTity^ and their families, in 
cafes of diftrels, were to be relieved. And, to 
infure the feithful management of this fund, va- 
rious rules were adopted, RudcUman, who ap- 
pears to have been the mofl adHve promoter of 
this prudent aflbciation, was appointed, by the 
original copartners, the firfl cafh-keeper. ( « ) 
This was probably the earlieft fociety, which 
prudence had eftablifhed^ in Scotland, for pro- 

(u) It may gratify the reader to be Informed, who were 
the original copartners of this literafy. foCiety, for mutual 
help: Thomas Ruddiman, ^ fometim^ teacher of humanity, 
*• now keeper of the Advocates Library, md printer, in 
** Edinburgh." John Lees, the reftor of the High School. 
Robert Spence, James Gib, John Love, and William 
Creech, mailers of The High School. Robert Hunter, teacher 
of Greek. William Lauder, Johh Monro, James Mundle, and 
William Rhind, teachers of humanity. Robert Barbar, and 
John Wilfon, teachers of mathematics. Gavin Drunmioiid, 
and William Stevenfon, teachers of arithmetic and book- 
keeping. David Beatt, and Lauchlan Campbel, Jamei 
Cumming, and William Gr^ger, writing-mafters. Johii 
Coapere, James Freebaim, William Ker, John Murdoch, - 
teachers of French. Laurence Bams, James Deuar, John 
Johnftpn, Archibald Keith, Charles Lawrence, Thomas 
Mabene, John Warden, William Webder, William Wylic, 
and John Wylie, teachers of Engliih. William Fidlar, 
formerly teacher of humanity, but now one of the clerks 
of the exchequer. Robert Smith, teacher of the munici- 
pal law, and procurator in Edinburgh. Hugh Millar, 
mailer of the granmiar fchool ; and Richard Hodge, wri- 
ting-mafler, in Leith. [See the Articles of Agreement 
ivhich were printed by Thomas, and Walter, Ruddimans, in 
^ll9t «vo.] 

tefting 
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tefting the families of literary men. In 1742, ^ 
fcheme was propofed, upon more fcientific prin- 
ciples, " to provide for the widows and oN 
*^ phans of the minifters of the church of Scot- 
** land." In this fcheme^ the profeffors of the 
univerfities were comprehended, at their own 
defire. , And this projeft, being matured by in- 
quiry, and fettled by judgment, wasi in 1744* 
eftablifhed by aft of parliament, (x) and has an- 
fwered, in the varieties of praftice, beyond the 
expeftations of theory. 

While. Ruddiman wifely took carie of his own 
affairs, and thereby fheltered his own family, h^ 
was not inattentive to the interefts of his literary 
friends. He readily lent his hand to Wilkins, 
when he was compiling the great work of the 
Concilia^ wHich was publifhed m 1737 : And, for 
that compilation, he copied the Canons of the 
Church of Scotland^ which were drawn up, in the 
provincial councils, that were held at Perthj 
during the years 1242, and 1269. iy) Wilkins 

(;r) 17 Geo. II. cb. luand the fupplementary a£l of 
the 22 Geo. II. ch. 21. * • 

{y ) Sir David Dalrymple, the latfc Lord Hailes, reinarks,^ 
in his very curious traft, entitled. Canons tfthe Church of Scot- 
iandy which was printed in 1769, ''That the learned, and 
^ induftrious, Mr. Thomas Ruddiman tranfcribed thefe Ga* 
«* nons from the Chartulary of Aberdeen, and communi-* 
** cated them to Dr. Wilkins, who publifhed them in the firft 
^ Yohxia^oixYiQ Concilia Magna Britanniiie.^* [See page 1.] 

L mentions^ 
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pennons, in his preface, this meritorious fervice, 
with thankful recoUedtion. Ruddiman gave his 
afliftance, in 1738, to a pcrfon, who was much 
kfs worthy of his aid. It was William Lauder, a 
man, whofc origin I have been unable to trace, and 
whofe knowledge of languages was derived from 
the univerfity of Edinburgh. He appears to 
have entered the world, with only his literature to 
fupport him. And, in that city, where ancient 
reftraints on teaching began to be relaxed, he 
taught the Latin language, in his private fchool, 
and in the univerfity clafles, with acknowledged 
approbation. 

Lauder had fcarcely left the college, when he 
met with an accident, which disfigured his perfon 
ever after. Being one day on Bruntsfield Links^ 
near Edinburgh, to fee the golfers at their play, 
the ball unluckily ftruck him on the knee, which 
fettering from carelefs inattention, it became ne- 
ceflary to amputate the leg. This misfortune, 
however, did not much retard his ftudies, nor in 
the leaft prevent his teaching. In 1734, Mr. 
profefTor Watt, falling ill of that ficknefs, of which 
he died, Lauder taught for him the Latin clafs, 
in the college of Edinburgh, and tried, without 
fucccfs, to fucceed him, in the profeflbrfhip. On 
this difappointment, he folicited, with as Httle 
luck, the inferior office of library ^k^eper in that 
univerfity. His difappoincments did not im- 
prove his temper J and his tempcc coatributed to 

hi« 
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his difappointments. I n February 1 7 3 9, he ftooH 
candidate, with eight competitors, for the place of 
ofte of the maftcrs of the High School, upon the 
death of Mr. William Creech. But, though thti 
palm of literature was affigned by the judges to. 
Lauder, the patrons of the fchool preferred one 
of his opponents* 

It was in 1738, that in order to advance hij 
fortune, if not to elevate his fame, Lauder gave 
out propofals for printing by fubfcription a Coll^c^ 
Hon of Sacred Poems y with the AJfiftance of profejfof 
Robert Steuarty profejfbr John Ker^ and Mr. Tho- 
mas Ruddiman. ( 2 ) What help he had froni 
the two profeflbrs I pretend not to knowi Froiti 
Ruddiman,he had feveral notes, and three poems; 
The firft is the Elegy on Pitcairne, which hai 
been already mentioned, as an efFufion of grati- 
tude ; {a) the fecond is addrefled to Pitcairnci 
In which, with happinefs of* thought, and elegance 
of language, he praifes the Latin poetry of John- 
fton ; ( i ) the third is an encomiaftic elegy ori 
William Hog, who wrote the Poetical Paraphrafi 
m Joby {c) which was now reprinted by Lau- 
der. Thefc poems of Ruddiman have more 

( « ) From the printed propofals, which were figned witl^ 
iLandtr's hand. 

( a ) 2 Vol. p. xxi. of Lauder's GoIle6!ion; 
{b) t Vol. p. xxiil. 

{c) I Vol. p. vii. This poem has only the initiais T. R. 
i^refixed to it. 

hi % cor-^ 
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correftncfs than fancy, and more depth of learn- 
ing, than felicities of expreflion. Of his own 
poetical efFufions, Ruddiman has, indeed, fpoken 
with his ufual humility : (c) *' In my younger 
" years, I could make a fhift to compofc a copy 
" of Elegiac verfes : But when I eflayed to do 
" anything in the Sapphicky Alcaick^ or Choriam-, 
'^ bicky kind, I found my genius not equal to it; 
" and therefore wifely gave it over/' Ruddi- 
man wrote fome lines on Ovid, which Sir Da- 
vid Dalrymple mentions with approbation ; but 
which, after all my inquiries, I have never 
feen. 

The colle6lions of Lauder at length appeared 
in two v6lumes, in place of one, and in 1739, 
inftead of 1738; but without any lift of fub- 
Icribers. (^) The general aflembly of the Kirk 
of Scotland recommended, in November 1740, 
the Paraphrafe of Johnfton, to be taught in the 
lower claffes of the fchools. Yet, Lauder's hopes 
of an annual income, from this fplendid publica- 
tion, were never gratified ; for, he had allowed 
expeftation to outrun probability. He had en- 

(f) Vindication of Buchanan, p. 169. 

(//) This work of Lauder was printed by Thomas and 
Walter Rudimans, in 1739, with the title, Poetarum Sco/orum 
Mtife Sacr^ey Lc This book is printed in an elegant man- 
ner, and in an odlavo fize ; and it is ornamented with a head 
of Arthur Johnfton, which was engraved by R. Cooper, from 
a painting of Jamiefon. 

gaged 
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gaged too in a controverfy, in 1740, about the 
comparative merits of Buchanan and Johnfton, 
which, like other warfare, left fears to be la- 
mented, even after the wounds had been 
healed. (^) 

He lingered on at Edinburgh, till 1742, when 
hopes were raifed, of being appointed the reftor 
of the fame fchool, at Dundee, to which Ruddi- 
man had been invited, in 17 10. He was at 
length driven, by his difappointments, from 
Edinburgh to London, in an unlucky hour for 
his own charadter, and livelihood. Here, his 
foUy, working on his neceffities, induced him to 
detraft from the fame of .Milton, by publilhing 
forgeries, which were detefted, in 175 1, with 
great diligence, by Doftor Douglas, the prefent 
Bifhop of Salilbury. (/) 

The 

{e) On that fubjedl, there was publifhed, in July 1740, 
" A Letter to a Gentleman in Edinhurgh^^ price 6d. Inanfwer 
to this, appeared, in July 1740, Calumny Difplayed^ by 
Lauder, part ift, price 8d; and in Auguft 1 741, Calumny 
Di/played, parts 2d and 3d, price 1 s. This fcholaflic conteft 
was called, at Edinburgh, Bellum Grammaticale. 

(/*) Lauder's ignorance of the poetry of bis country dis- 
abled him from charging Milton with plagiarifm, at the 
expence of lefs criminality. He might have fhown, that oM 
Sir Richard Maitland, who was alfo blind> wrote a poem, 
*' On the Creation, and PAaAOYCE Lost," before Milton 
V^as born. This poem, which it is carious to recoUedt^ from 

L 3 the 
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The public indignation at length forced Laudct 
to look for refoge, and fubfiftence, in Barbar 
does, where he died in poverty, and ncglcft, 
about the year 177 1.'^— Lauder was a perfon 
about five feet feven inches high, who had s^ 
fallow complexion, large rolling fiery eyes, a ftcn- 
torian voice, and a fanguine temper, {g) 
- Meantime Ruddiman, whofe connedion ceaf- 
ed with Lauder, when Lauder ceafed to be 
honeft, (i) contributed greater aid to more 

worthy 

the coincidence of tlie title, was firft publKhed, in 1724, by- 
Ramfay, in his E^vergrem, The worthy Sir Richard idied, 
in 1586, at the age of ninety. Here is th€ concluding (binza 
of his Paradyce Loft : 

'* Behald the ftate that man was in« 
*« Aad als how it he tynt throw fin, 
** And loft the fame for ay; 
'* Yet, God his promife dois perform> 
" Sent his Son of the Virgin born, 
" Our ranibme deir to pay. 
" To that great God let us give glore, 

*' To us has been fae gude, 
«' Quha by his grace did us reftore, 
«* Quhereof we were denude." 

(^ ) See a pamphlet, which was publilhed, at Londonj, for 
H. Carpenter, iii Fleet Street, about the year 1754, entitled, 
<^ Furius : or a Modeft Attempt towards a Hiftory of the 
"• Life and furprifing Exploits of the famous W. L. Critic. 
^* and Thief-catcher." 

(Jb) In a manufcript note on Furius, Ruddiman fays, « I* 
«* was fo fenfible of the weakncfs and folly of that man, 
** (Lauder] that I fhunned Jm company, as far as decently I 

« could." 



^^ 
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worthy charafters. It w^s, in 1737, when he 
Was upon a vifit at London^ that Ruddiman en- 
gaged to cdite the Diplomata H Numijmata Scoti^t^ 
which James Anderfon had undertaken, in 1707, 
by the command of the pariiamcnt of Scot- 
land. 

. James Anderfon was the fold of the Reverend 
Patrick Anderfon, who was lb zealous fir 
modes of faith, th^t he fuffered ejcftion frojofi his 
church, at the epoch of the Reftoration, and kept 
a conventicle, at Edinburgh, during the reign 
of Charles II. He was for this delinquency im- 
prifoned in the Bafs. His fon James was mean- 
time bom, on the 5th of Auguft 1662. He fi- 
nifhed his fcholaftic education at the umverfity 
of Edinburgh, wherein he obtained the Mafter 
of Arts degree, on the 27th of May 1680. (^) 
He now chofe the law for his profeflion. And, 
liaving ferved an apprenticefliip with Sir Hugh 

«' could." Thus Ruddiman, when on the verge of eighty, 
was diligent to vindicate himfelf from the imputations of 
the unfair fcribbler of Furius, who tried, by propagating 
mifreprefentations, to involve Ruddiman in the difgrace of 
Lauder. 

( / ) It appears from the regiilers of the univerfity of 
Edinburgh, that James Anderfon was a ftudent under Mr, 
William Paterfon, the profeflbr of philofophy, in 1677, and 
took his degree, in the clafs of Mr. James Wifhart, on the 
^7th of May 1680. For the fearch, by which thefe datea 
were difcovered, I owe a kindnefs to Mr. profefTor Dalzej^ 
;^e intelligent and obliging keeper of the regifiers. 

L 4 Paterfon 
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•Paterfon of Bannockbum, a writer to the fignct 
of great eminence, he was admitted a member of 
Sir Hugh's Society, on the 6th of June 169;. 
As he was by nature aftive, we may eaftly fup- 
pofe, that he worked diligendy, as a writer, 
though without acquiring perhaps much wealth, 
becaufe he foon diverged from his proper avoca- 
tions to lefs gainful labour. 

Anderfon firft appeared before the public, in 
1705. He, at that epoch, publiflied AnHiftorical 
EJfay -y Jbewtng that the Crown and Kingdom of Scot- 
'Imtdis [are] imperial and independent, {k) Ylt eafily 
confuted the millakes of Drake, (/) and the 
mifreprefentations of Atwood, {m) who, when 
the treaty of union was in contemplation, endea- 
voured, without prudence, or utility, or truth, to 
prove the dependence of the kingdom of Scot- 
][and. For this national fervice, which was doubt- 
lefs' of importance, at that period, Anderfon re- 
ceived parliamentary acknowledgmq;its. The an- 
cient charters in his appendix are, however, of 

[k) This efTay was printed by the heirs and fucceflbrs of 
Andrew Anderfon, at Edinburgh, 1705, 8vo. 

( /) In his Hiftorim Jnglo-Scotia, which was printed at 
London, in 1 703 ; and which was ordered by the parliament 
of Scotland, on ttfe 30th of June 1703, to be burnt by the 
hands of the conunon hangman. 

(/«) In his Superiority of the Crmvn of England o^er the 
Crcwn of Scotland, which was printed at London, in 1704; 
and was alfo ordered by the parliament of Scotland, in 17069 
to be burnt by the common hangman. 

much 
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much more value, at prcfent, than his book, 
which contains Icfs, cither to inform the inquifif 
tive, or to gratify the curious. 

Anderfon had by this publication evinced, that 
he had knowledge of charters, and ardour of in- 
quiry. And the fame parliament, which had 
thanked him for the patriotic ufe, that he had 
lately made of both, adopted with equal alacrity his 
propofal,for engraving, and publifhing,the ancient 
charters, and great feals of Scotland. In Novem- 
ber 1706, the parliament gave him three hundred 
pounds, as a mark at once of their approbation, and 
as a contribution to his expence. He was enabled 
by thefe encouragements to make great progrefe 
in his arduous work. Before March 1707, he 
not only expended the three hundred pounds, 
which had been granted by parliament, but alfo 
five hundred and ninety pounds fterling, that he 
had drawn from his own funds. A committee 
reported the fafts; and the parliament, while 
they approved of his conduft, voted him an ad- 
ditional contribution of one thoufand and fifty 
pounds fterling; and recommended him to the 
Queen " as a perfon, meriting her gracious fa- 
*' vour." One of the laft ads of the union-par- 
liament was '' a recommendation in favour of 
" Mr. James Anderfon." 

During this moment of encouragement, An- 
derfon thought his fortune, and his fame, efta- 
blilhed for ever. He had fo little prudence, as 

to 
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to relinqui& hl^ profeffion^ that he might dedit^ 
cate his unembarraffed labour^ to the public. 
The money, which had thus been voted with 
alacrity, is faid, on I know not what authority, 
to have been never paid; except indeed we may 
fuppofe, that the refolution of a diflblved padia- 
xnent has not greater efficacy, than the teftament 
of a deceafed King. Whether he were honoured 
with an appointment by the Queen is unknown. 
He was certainly appointed poftpiafter general 
for Scotland, on the a4th of June 1715 : but, he 
was fuperfeded,.on the a 9th of November 17 ly^ 
for fome caufe, which does not appear, by Sir 
John Inglis of Cramond, who was, in his turn, 
difcharged, foon after the fuppreflion of the re- 
bellion, in 1746, though he was "a hearty whig.'^ 
Whether Anderfon, v/hcn he was fuperfedcd as 
poftmafter, was appointed a commiffioner of the 
fignet, cannot now be afcertained. He had 
doubtlefs lived, like other men of greater cour 
fequence, to feel the inftability of public employ- 
ment, during the fucceflion of princes, and amidft 
the competitions of party* When he ceafed to be 
the poftmafter general, he gave out propolals for 
publifhing his Diplomata. (») 

In 

(«) InWatfon*s Scots Coaranu of the 25th of February 
17 iS, there appeared the following advertifement : 

*' Propofals being printed for publiihing a book, which 
^ will confift of above one hundred copper-plates, contaiiw 

" ing 
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In the mean time, Andcrfon was led, either 
by the bigotry, which he inherited from his Ei- 
ther, or by the huftle, that he had acquired from 
habit, to join the affociatcd critics, who had 
&rmed a confederacy againft Ruddiman, and 
his labours. 'He was now induced to contribute 
fuch aflMtancc, as a man of no vigorous intclled, 
and a fcholar of no extenfive erudition, could 
give. The confederacy was foon after alarmed, 
by the appearance of JebbV F^a et Rebus Gejiis 
Maria Scotorum Regina^ which were publilhed at 
London, m 1725, with circumftances of fplen- 
dour, and notes of applaufe. The confederacy 
was mortified to fee two folio volumes, which 
reprcfented Mary, and her caufe, in a fiivour- 
able light; and which were neverthelefs re-» 
ceived kindly by the learned, and the great, in 
England, In this diftrefs, the confederacy fum- 
moned Anderfon to give a counter-publication- 
His prejudice made him willingly obey the call 
upon his induftry. And he came out into the 
world, in 1727, and 1728, with four volumes of 

*' ing the ancient charters and feals of the Kings of Scotland, 
" and the alphabets and abbreviations made ufeofin ancient 
i' writings^ colle^ed, purfuant to an order of the parliament 
** of Scotland, by Mr. Anderfon, writer to the fignet. Any 
*' who incourage that book, may have copies of the propo- 
** fals at Mr. Anderfon's houfe, above the general poft^ 
" ofiice in Edinburgh, and may alfo fee fpecimens of the 
^' work at any time between the hours of two and five ia 
" the afternoon.'* 

* I CoUeSim^ 
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ColkBions relating ta the Hifiory of Mary ^een of 
Scotland, (o) Whether he lived to hear the 
ccnfures of the critics, or to fee the frowns of the 
public, is uncertain. He died at London of an 
apoplexyi on the 2d of April 1728, at the age of 
fixty-fix. {p) ' * 

It foon appeared that, inr this publication, he 
had no feirnefs of principle, nor accuracy of per- 
formance, though he talked of candour and im- 
partiality. Under the fhow of. attachment* to 
truth, he afted with enmity to Mary : yet, con- 
trary to the defign of the confederacy, and in 
oppofirion to his own purpofe, his voluminous 
publication is, at the prefent hour, fupporting 
the interefts of truth, and vindicating the honour 
of the Queen, His Colk5iions were foon fold at 

[0) Two volumes, in quarto, were printed by Mofmaa 
and Brown, at Edinburgh, in 1727. In the fame year, the 
third volume was printed by Mr. Thomas Ruddiman. 
And the fourth volume was printed, at London, by James 
Bettenham, in 1728. That fuch an antiquary, as Anderfon 
is reprefented to have been, fhould entitle Mary, Queen of 
^cotlandy is aflonifhing, when the charters and feals of his own 
Diplomata would have fhewn him, that fhe was Scotorum 
Regina, as her predecefTors had been Scotorum Reges. Ruddi- 
man, with his ufiial acutenefs remarks. That it is a fure indi- 
cation of forgery, when an old charter fpcaks of the King 
as Scotia Rex, 

( p) There is a fketch of the life of James Anderfon, which 
feems to have been drawn up foon after his death, in the 
Britifh Mufeum, MSS. Birc^, N° 4221. 

the 
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the eftablifhed price of wafte paper. The pub- 
lic fpirit of the Duke of Devonfliire procured 
him admiflion to the paper-office; whence he 
drew fome documents, that loft their efficacy 
from fufpicions of his candour. As I lately fol- 
lowed his track, through that great depofitory of 
ftate mem9rials, it appeared plainly to me, from 
a comparifon of his publication with the papers, 
that Anderfon had neither any true refearch, nor 
any real ingenuoufnefs. 

By repeating, in 1727, the fame foUy, of which 
he had been guilty, in 1707, Anderfon ihewed to 
the eye of difcernment an egregious want of 
judgment. At both thofe periods, he facrificed 
his private intereft to whac he idly deemed the 
public fervice, though he had a family, which » 
had the firft claim to his attention* He wan- 
dered out of the honourable path, in which the 
munificence of the parliament had placed him, 
in order to degrade one of the Sovereigns, to 
whpm his patrons wifhed to do honour. And 
he publiftied, on his own account, a book of 
great expence, without any reafonablc hope of 
profit, while he was oppreffed by the penury, 
which had gradually fallen upon him, from 
ill-direfted projefts. He married in his youth a 
daughter of John Ellis of EUifton, an advocate 
at Edinburgh, by whom he had Xeveral fons, 

who 
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who fufvivcd him, (^) yet did not continue his 
race. 

In the progrefs of his folly, and in the depth 
of his diftrels, Anderfon pledged his ancient 
charters, and his copper-plates, to Thomas Pa- 
terfon of Conduit Street, London, a friend, who 
had patronized his labours, and relieved his 
needs, (r) As early as March 1707, much of 
this diplomatic work was finiftied : yet, in April 

1728, much more remained to be done, Pater-r 
fon, who, we may fuppofe, was a gentleman, 
from his being called ejqulre^ found the ancient' 
charters, and the copper-plates, a very unproduc^ 
tive eftate.— And, meeting with Ruddimari, in 
London, during the year 1 737, he afked that leam-^ 
ed and induftrious fcholar to finifli what Ander- 
fon, with lefs diligence and erudition, had begun. 

The antiquary world was at length gratified^ 
in 1739, by the publication o( SeUSus Diploma- 
turn et Numifmatum Scotia ^heJauruSi (j) Ivhich 

the 

( ^ ) His wife alfo brought him a daughter, Margaret, who 
married George Crawford, the auth')r of The Peerage, and of 
The Hipry of Renfreiv. [Seiiiple's Renfrew, p. 83.] 

(r) The plates of the DipUmaia were fold, in Deccmbei' 

1729, by auaion, for £, 530. [Cough's Top. vo!. 2. p. 57 rf^ 
whichquotes the minutes of the Antiquary Society for /i^z/i^.] 

( J ) It was printed, in one large folio volume, by Thomas 
and Walter Ruddimans, for 'i'homas Paterfon, iq Conduit 

Streci;^ 
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die Jifa Lipjien/ia ']uMy dcfcribed snyOpus/ummi 
tnagnificum et vere regium. Such was the modcfty, 
and difintereftednefs, of Ruddiman, that he al- 
lowed Patrick Anderfon, who was the fon of 
James, and comptroller of the damps at Edin- 
burgh, to dedicate this magnificent work to 
George II. wixh hopes, which were never grati- 
fied. 

Inquiry will eafily find, that Ruddiman per- 
formed more at the age of fixty-four, in one 
twelvemonth, than Anderfon had done, during 
tlie vigour of his life, in twenty years. To Rud- 
4Jiman muft be afligned the elaborate prefeee t 
the valuable chronology of the Scottifh Kings; 
from Malcolm III. to George IL j the mdex to 
the contents, with difqyifitive notes j the index to 
the names, with illuftrativc obfervatlons ; the in- 
dex and explanation of the places, which ar6 
mentioned in the Biplomata. To Anderfon, we 
owe what is more curious, though Jefs inftruc- 
jive, the charters, which are finely engraved, by 
the beft artifts, both in the ancient and modern 
writing, with the great feals ; and the charaftera 
and abbreviations, which are found in ancient 
manufcripts. Thefc are the contents of the firlt 
part of this fplendid publication ; the fccohd part 
contains the Numijmata^ being engravings of the 

•trcet, Andrew MiUar, iiv the Strand, and Gawin Hamiltoiv 
at Edinburgh.— At whatever price this work may have ori- 
ginally fold, it now fells for more than eight guineas. 

coins 



l6o TJHE LIFE OF [B. iSj^r 

coins of Scodand, bodi gold and filver, from the 
reign of Alexander I. to which is fubjoined the 
rtyal medals. It is apparent, that it required 
not twenty years to coUeft, arrange, and engrave 
the Diplomata et Numijmata ScotU^ though the 
engravers be enrided to more praife than the 
coUeftor.* 

It was in 1738, that Ruddiman wrote \i\s pre- 
face to the Diplomatay which, of all his works, ex- 
hibits the wideft extent of knowledge, and affords 
the hiftorical reader the greateft variety of in- 
formation : ( /) Of the Preface J a ftory is ftill re-» 
membered, which fhews tHat, — $^ 

" Interdum mifcentur triftia laetis." 

The aged grammarian was wont to retire, dur- 
ing fummer, from his houfe in town, to a lodg- 
ing in the country. He retired from the parlia- 
ment Square to Heriot's bridge, within the city 
of Edinburgh ; thus making his excurfion, from 
the fogs in the Strand, to the air of Piccadilly. 
In removing his papers, and his books, from thd 
country, to the town, he loft his copy. He 
fearched every where; yet could find it no where. 
He gavd way to more defpair than became a 

{t) There was printed at Edinburgh, in 1773, for Charles 
Heriot, Jn IntroduSiion to Mr, James Anderjon^s Dipfemata 
S.otia: to 'which is [are] added notes, by Thomas Ruddi- 
man, M.A. 1 know not who made this inadequate tranila-* 
tion of Ruddiman's excellent Preface. 

Wife 
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wife man. But, what care fometimes miflcsi 
chance often finds. The manufcript of the ^^- 
face was at length difcovered in his garret, whi- 
ther it had been fent, in the provident package of 
an pld ca(k. 

" Gaudia poll ludlus veniunt^ poft gaudia lu6bus." 
The Preface of Ruddiman nniay be confidered 
as a commentary on the work of Anderfon; tell- 
ing what he ought to have toldj and explaining 
what he ought to have explained. In purfuing 
the courfe of the origmal, the prefacer treats, iftj 
of T!be Charters \ and 2dly,-of ^he Coins. Thd 
original defign of Anderfon comprehended only 
the Diplomat a: but, as he extended his viewi 
over the whole range of his objeft, he was in- 
duced, partly from fondnefs of his fubjeft, but 
more from zeal of patriotifm, to add the 
Numifmata. 

The charters, which Anderfon has exhibited 
with fuch Iplendour, and accuracy, extend in their 
dates, from the year 1094 to 141:2: he did not 
publifli more ancient charters j becaufe older he 
could not find : he did not publifli more recent 
charters, except indeed the charter, wherein Fran-- 
cis and Maryftyledthemfelvcs, in an unpropitious 
hour. King and Queen of England j becaufe, froiii 
the epoch of 141 a, he had obferved the genctal 
charafter of writing t6 continue nearly tl>c feme. 
In order to gain for his country all the hanoiir, 
which can be obtained from the carlier> or the later, 

M \3& 
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ufe of charters, Anderfon publiihed a charter of 
Duncan, that (lands the firft in his feries, though 
there be engraven on itsfrcMitthc manifeft charac- 
ters of forgery : for, Duncan hefein flylcs himfel^ 
JUius Regis Malcolumb conftans bereditarU Rex 
Scotie: now, the Conftans Her edit arte j and the Rex 
Scotie, arc two circumftances, which are repugnant 
mthe ufage of the times, and are inconfiltentwith 
the invariable titles of the Scottifh Kings. («) 
By thefe objeftions, were doubts raifed in the 
mind of Ruddiman, who was yet willing to aflent 
to the authenticity of Duncan's charter; becaufc 
it carries the ufe of diplomas in Scotland one ftep 
farther into the regions of antiquity. It is to be 
lamented, that fuch a judgment as Ruddiman's 
fhould have been fomewhat, perverted on this oc- 
cafion, by die love of his country, a noble paf- 
fion indeed, which, however, ought not to enter 
into competition with the more lacred love of 
truth. 

(jr) The following paflage from the Chronicle of Mailros> 
in Gale, vol. 1. p. 158, difcovcrs the icint, whence that 
coinage feems to have proceeded : " Malcolmus filius Dane. 
•' cam fufcepit ngnum Scot i/e jure h^reditario,^^ [ A.D. 1 05 6.] 
The feal, which is appended to this charter of Duncan, is an 
additional proof of its forgery: for, it appears to be a coun- 
ter/eal, before the ufe of ccunterfeaU was introduced, into 
Scotland, by Alexander I. who fucceeded his brother Ed- 
gar in 1 107. [Sec Nouveau Traift di Diplomatique, vol. 4. 
p. 214.] \ 

He 
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He acknowledges, that there no where exifts 
!any genuine charter of Malcolm III. the putative 
Father of Duncan: yet, he labours to prove, that 
the ufe of charters had been introduced into Scot- 
land, at a much earlier epoch. There may have 
txiktd grants though charters did not. He ad- 
mits the exiftence of «^ the ancient league, be- 
*^ twecn Charles, the Great, and our King 
** Achaius,*' which had been formerly exploded 
by Rymer, (x) and has been recently ridiculed 
by Sir David Dalrymple. (jy ) Ruddiman ex- 
erts his refearch, and difplays his learning 5 but 
he neither enforces conviftion, nor obtains ac- 
quiefcence. By inquiry, 1 have been led to be- 
lieve, that every written document, which pre- 
tends to be a Scottifli charter of a more ancient 
date, than the accefiion of Edgarj in 1097, is a 
forgery 5 and that the league of Achaius is a fic- 
tion. ( 2 ) 

Yet, it is feldom that Ruddiman labours irt 
Vaini From an elaborate, yet fruitlefsj inquiry^ 

{x) In his fecond letter to Bifhop Nicholfon, con- 
taining, ** An Hiftorical Dedu^Uon of the Alliances between 
^' France and Scotland; whereby the pretended Oi^ League 
** with Charlemaigne is difproved and the true Old League 
^' [1371] is produced and affcrted." Londxwi printed 
without the year, for T. Hodgfoh, 

(y ) Remark* on the Hiftdry of Scotland, 1773, p. i. 

(z ) See SchoepfUni Comineditationesi p. 5^2, ^.3. 06 
Scoto-Hibernia. 

M 2 ihti 
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into the origin of diplomas, in Scotland, he pro- 
ceeds to explain the rife of charters, in general, 
and the nature of Anderfon's, in particular. He 
extends the meaning of the word diplomata 
to every document, by which the tranlaftions of 
mankind are eftabliftied. The primary ufe of 
charters is faid to confjft, in fecuring the private 
fortunes of individuals, and in eftablifbing the 
public rights of .nations. Tht fecondary ufe 
of diplomas arifes from the circumftance of 
their being the beft evidence of hiftorical nar- 
ration. 

Ruddiman is thus led to exemplify how the 
miftakes in the hiftory of Scotland have been 
reftified by the help of charters. His examples 
are : The memorable competition for the crown 
of Scotland, about the year 1291, the accounts 
of which, having been mifrcprefcnted by hiftory, 
were reftified by the documents, that were pubr 
lilhed by Rymer ; and which evince, as Ruddiman 
remarks, that Robert Bruce was the firft of the 
competitors, who acknowledged Scotland to be a 
fief of England. His fecond example is the well 
known imputation of Scottifli hiftorians, v/ho at- 
tempted, with more malice, than fuccefs, to fix the 
ftain of baftardy on Robert III. If there were not 
other evidences, he engaged to prove from one 
of Anderfon's charters, the falfity of this tale, 
and the readinefs, with which annalifts relate 
fiilfehood, difregardfiil of truth, and carelefs of 

charaften 
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charaftcr. And Ruddiman produces for a third 
example, the documents of Rymer, at once to 
illuftrate that dark tranfadtion, the death of James 
III. to exhibit the malevolence of fadlion, and to 
chaftife the fiftions of hiftory. 

From the ufe, the tranfitioti is eafy to the abufe 
of charters. Ruddiman proceeds, with his ufual 
learning and accuracy, to eftablifh rules for dif- 
tinguilhing, the genuine from the forged, diplo- 
mas. The more general methods of deteftiAg 
forgery, he Ihews to be, either the agreement of 
the letters-, in form and chara(3:er, with the ac- 
knowledged alphabet of the particular period ; or 
the confiftency of the date with true chronology; 
or the congruity of the forms and expreffions 
with the jurifprudence and manners of the age. 
The more particular modes of detefting the 
fraudulence of deeds, he ftates to be an accurate 
examination of th^ fpecial circumftances of each; 
its confidence with itfelf, the kind of paper, on 
which it is written; and the ftamps that are im- 
prefTedon it, if it be of modern date. He illuf- 
trates thefe rules, according to his pradtice, by 
examples. The fuppofititious diploma of Mai-' 
colm III. the fiditious charter of Edgar, and the 
feveral forgeries of John Harding, he proves, by 
the foregoing rules, to be undoubted fabrications, 
in oppofition to Atwoodj who having been the 
chief juftice of New- York, during King Wil- 
liam's reign, and difplaced for malverfation, 

M 3 wrote 
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wrote fadioufly the well known traft, which was 
burnt, as we have fcen, in Scotland, by the com- 
nion hangman. 

From the firftpartof the Bipkmata Ruddiman 
proceeded, in regular order, to the fecond, which 
treats o{ Seals. After all that has been written 
on this curious fubjedt by Hoppingius, Mabijlon, 
and Heinneccius, our prefacer traces with fomc 
novelty, and abundant erudition, the origin of the 
ufe, and the caufes of the falfification, of feals. 

From the difcuflion of thefe topicks, which 
at once gratifies curiofity, and conveys inftruc- 
tion, Ruddiman proceeds to comment on Ander- 
Ibn's Numifmata. Our editor now treats, with 
great modefly, and much knowledge, of the 
coinage among the Scois. His elaborate inveftiga- 
tions comprehend the origin, and antiquity, of 
coins 5 their figure and fize ; the metals of which 
they were compofed, whether gold, filver, or 
copper; their agreement, either as to fabrica- 
tion, or value, with the coins of England ; and- 
the various loffes, which were fuftained by the 
public, and by individuals, from the fucceffive 
dcbafement of the coinage. To thefe various 
topicks, he has added tables, in which is ihewn 
how much money of account was coined out of 
a pound of gold, or filver, from 1371 to 1738. 
To thefe, he has fubjoined a table, wherein the 
iifual prices of the neceflaries of life, in ancient 
times, arc reduced to their modern value. Hif- 

tory 
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tory may derive from Ruddimai^'s preface much 
of that inftrudtive information, which chiefly 
ftamps a value upon hiftorical narratives, (a) 
. In proportion as there was little caufe for apo- 
logy, he was ftudious to apologize, when he drew 
near to the clofe. His courfe lay chiefly through 
an untrodden path; and if he ftumbled, or fell, 
he wilhed the reader to attribute his miftake, 
or his misfortune, to the difficulty of the road, 
rather than to his want of care, or of effort. Of 
his fl:ile, he was careful to be more perfpicuous, 
tlian elegant; to facrifice ornament to ufe, to 
ftudy the. convenience of the reader, more 
than his amufement. With regard to the lan- 
guage of didaftic writing, he declared his con- 
currence with the poet : 

•* Ornari res ipfa negat, contenta dcKeri : 
** £t fi qua externa refer entar noxnina lingua, 
*' Hoc operis, non vads erit, Non omnia fledi 
'* Pofiunt, et propria melius fub voce notantur.'* 

Aft^r this great performance, Ruddiman 
ceafed for a while from his labours, at the age of 
iixty-five. The Diplcmafa, which added more 

( a ) Walter Goodal told the late Sir David Dalrymple, 
as he informed me, that Goodal fiirnifhfed the materials for 
Ruddiman's preface : " But," {ays Sir David, '• as I never 
•« found Walter fober, I fufpeft, that he exaggerated a little. 
** Goodal from his converfation appeared to me envious of 
« Ruddiman's fame ; and affedled to call him Mafier Thomas 
«* with a fort of fnecr." 

M 4 to 
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to his renown, than to his fortune, was the laft 
book of any magnitude, which his diligence 
edited. Having now eftablifhed his own fame, 
he turned his thoughts to the introduftion of his 
fon into life. With this defign, he refigned, on 
the 13th of Auguft t739> his half of the printing 
bufinefs to his fon Thomas, by his fecond 
wife, who was now twenty-five y^ars old, and had 
been liberally educated ; and who had befides 
been diligently inftrudted in this ingenious art. Our 
grammarian, however, allowed his name to con- 
tinue in thtfrm of the company, in order to give 
credit to the houfi. (^ ) He, moreover, lent his 

fon, 

(h) This will appear from the fubjoined l\& of books* 
printed for and by T. W. and T. Ruddimans, and fold at 
their printing-houfe, in the Parliament- Clofe, Edinbargh. 

The Whole Duty of Man, fine paper> price 3 s. bound.-— 
N. B. This is the corredeft and moil beautiful edition of the 
book. 

Ditto* common paper, zs. bound. 

A Difcourfe on Pfalm xi. 7. " For the Righteous Lord 
•* Uhveth Righteoufne/s,^^ By the eminently pious and learned 
John Scott, D. D. with a preface by Thomas RtuUiman, M. A. 
very proper to be perufed in thefe giddy times, wherein the 
feveral parties among us are fp much divided in their fenti- 
ments concerning the nature and eiTence of true religion.-— 
price 6d. 

Ruddimanni Grammaticae Latins Inititationes, cum cjuf* 
4em notis & animadverfionibus, 2 vol. 8vo. 

Esdem, fine notis, in 8vo. 

Rudiments of the Latin Tongue, in 8vo. 10 d. bound. 

Ditto, 
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Ibn, on his introduftion to bufinefs, two hundred 
and fifty pounds, fterling, as an additional aid. 
That refignation, and this loan, muft be allowed 
to have been a handfome provifion for his fon, at 
riiatepochj confidermg the fcarcity of wealth. 

Ditto, fine paper, 1 s. 6d. bound. 

Grammatic^ Exercifes j;^ or an Exemplification of the fe- 
veral Moods and Tenfes, and principal Rules of Conflruc- 
tion, in izmo.* . 

P. Virgilii Bucolica, Georgica, Sc ^neis, ad optimorum 
exemplarium fidem recenfita, in 1 8** 

C. Julii Ca^aris, nee non A. Hirtii aliorumque commen* 
taru, ex optima atque accuratifiima. Fr. Oudendorpii 
editione exprefli in i2mo. 

SalIufli^s> juxta accuratifiimam Cortii editionem, 1 2mo. 

C. Nepotis excellentium Imperatorum vitae, ad nuperai 
editiones diligenter repurgata^ in i^mo. 

Decerpta ex Ovidii Metamorphofeon libris, notis Anglicis 
illaflrata ^ Gul. Willymott6> &c. izmo. 

Q^ Horatii Flacci opera omnia> cum novis argumentis» 
Edinb. ex officina Jac Watfon, I7i3»in izmo. 

Seb. Caflalionis Dialogi Sacri>adoptimas editiones fum mo 
{ludio recognitiy cum notis Anglicis, in 12 mo. 

Sele^la CoUoquiorum Corderii Maturini centuria, notis An- 
glicis adfperfa a Gul. Willymotto, in izmo. 

Forreft's Englifh and Latin Vocabulary, in 1 2mo. 

Paterfon's Vocabulary, Latin and Englifti, in 1 2mo. 

Drummond's Geography, third edition, with additions, 
in Svo. 

New Teftaments, good paper, and beautifully printed, 
price 10 d. 

ColviU's Whigg's Supplication, in Svo. printed by Ja. 
Watfon. 

Polemo-Middinia, price i d, 

and 
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ind the facility of fubfiftcnce. By the inventory, 
which Ruddiman made of his effedts, on that oc- 
cafion, he valued his whole eftate at 2259!. 19s, 
IO3 J. fterling. 

It was in 1739, that ^^ purchafcd of David 
Rutherford, the Advocate, for three hundred 
pounds fterling, the houfe, wherein from this 
time he lived, in the Parliament Square, amidft 
the bookfeUers, and in the neighbourhood of the 
Advocates Library. He had now better op- 
portunities of gratifying his paffion for chefs. 
He ufed often to ftcp into the fhop of Alexander 
Symmers, the bookfeller, in that fquare, to play 
at this fafcinating game. They did not play for 
money; but, being both pertinacious players, 

. they generally parted in a wrangle. 

Amid his amufements, and his bufinels, he ne- 
ver neglefted the intereft of letters^ even at the 
age of fixty-fix. ' He was dways ready to give 
his help, when his help was afked 5 '^ thinking 
** it the duty of every well- wither to learning to 
** contribute, without any mean views, all that 
" he is able to literary works." In this noble 
fpirit it was, that when Fletcher Gyles, the 

. booUfeller, in Holborn, undertook to publifh 
Secretary Thurloe's ftate papers, Ruddiman con- 
tributed his afliftance, in July 1740. ( ^ ) 

The 

( c ) The following letter, from Mr. Thomas Ruddiman to 
Mr. Fletcher Gyles, which was found among Dr. Birch'« 

papexs» 
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The principal part of this voluoiinous coUcc-r 

tion was difcovered, during King William's reign, 

in 

papers. No. 4317, in the Britifti Mufeum, is fubinitted to 
the reader ; becaufe it charaderifes the grammarian, and the 
bookfeller, and it illuftrates the literary manners of the age. 
Worthy Sir, 

I had the favour of your's the 5tli inftant, and would hav© 
returned an anfwer fooner, but that I waited the occafion of 
my good friend and your's Mr. Davidfon's going off to your 
city. I am glad that all the papers are come fafe to your > 
hands ; and though the feveral parcels were not kept in re- 
gular order, yet at laft you have the whole complete. Dif» 
couriing with fome gentlemen of good tafte on the fubjeft, 
I was advifed, that there were fome very curious letters that 
had pafTed betwixt O. Cromwell and the Laird of Dundaft^ 
ihen governor of the caftle of Edinburgh, in the name of fe- 
veral minifters who had retired to that caftle, after the bat* 
tie of Dunbar, in the year 1650. Thefe letters were printed 
at that time in a fmall 410. pamphlet; but as that pamphlet 1$ 
extremely rare, and the letters are very fingular in their 
kind, and efpecially for the fanatical cant that appears on 
both fides, in wliich, Cromwell, in my opinion, defeats tho 
other party with their own weapons, they are judged not un-p 
worthy of a place in your Colleftions : I have therefore 
caufed tranfcribe them for you, and Ihall G. W. tranfinit 
tliem a poft or two hence. All the other papers I had 
from the records of Scotland, which are kept here in what 
we call the laigh parliament houfe, /. e, the lower part 0/ 
the parliament houfe. 

As to that part of your's, wherein you are pleafed to men- 
tion your defign of bcftowing on mc a copy of your work* 
when finifhed, for the pains I have been at in collating th« 
papers that were found here fit for your purpofe, as i cannot 
but thank you for your generous offer, fo you will excufe 

mc 
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in a falfe ceiling of a garret, in Lincoln's Inn, by 
a clergyman, who had borrowed of Tomlinfon, 
what had once been Thurloe's chambers. The 

Lord 

sne to declare* that I will by no means accept it. For be«> 
fides the difproportion that is between the reward and my 
fmali fervice, I think it the duty of every well-wiiher to 
learning, to contribute (without any fuch mean views) all 
that he is able to public undertakings of that kind, efpe- 
cially fuch as this, which mufl without any fuch addition, be 
©therwife very expeniive.— Nay I am afraid that the article 
alone of the charge you mull neceffarily be put to upon fo 
great a work, and by confequence of the price, will hinder 
you from meeting with fuch encouragement as fo laudable 
an flndertaking defer ves. I hope you have had tolerable 
faccefs in your fubfcriptions in England: but I am forry 
to underftand from Mr. Trail (to whom I communicated 
what was proper in your's) that he has a$ yet got no 
fubfcriptions here, but only fome promifes, that of thofe 
many he has applied to, a few will purchafe the book 
when publifhed. Upon thefe confiderations you will forgive 
me, that I flatly refufe any fuch compliment, and I belieyc 
that Mr. McMillan will do the fame. Thus much however 
I will confent to, that the Advocates Library be named 
among the fubfcribers, and that becaufe our finances are 
ftill very low, you will excufe their not paying you any 
part of the price till the whole is finifhed ; which, God 
willing, I ihall take care ihall be all paid then. 

I am flill your debtor for part of the price of the laft parcel 
I had from you. As I have defired Mr. Davidfon to receive 
fome money for me at London, I have likewife direfted him 
to pay oiF with it the balance yet due to you ; upon which 
you'll pleafe to give your receipt for the whole. 

I am very refpedlfully. 
Sir, 
Ed'mburgby 7 Your moft humble fervant, 

lSthJuly,740.J T. RUDDI^AN. 
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Lord Chancellor Somers readily purchafed of 
the finder what had thus been fortunately found. 
This treafure-trove defcended, upon the death of 
Lord Somers, to Sir Jofeph Jekyl, who had 
married his filler. When Sir Jofeph died, in 
Auguft 1738, Thurloe's papers, which had been 
thus concealed, and thus found, and which Lord 
Somers had bound into fixty-feven volumes, in 
folio, were purchafed by Fletcher Gyles. The 
bookfeller determined to publifh them, in order 
to repay himfelf the price. And the well-known 
Dodtor Birch was employed, as the editor, who 
flightly mentions the help of Ruddiman. This ' 
coUeftion, containing memorials of Englifli af* 
fairs, from 1638 to 1660, in feven folio volumes, 
was publilhed in 1742. Honeft Gyles lived not 
to know the fuccefs of his ^xpenfivc enterprize, 
having loft his life by a ftroke of the apoplexy, 
on the 8th of November 1741. Though thcfe 
Memorials were publifhed with every circum- 
ftance of fplendour, with every attention to utility, 
and with Lord Hardwick's patronage, they have 
long fold at the cftablifhed price of waftc 
paper. 

It was in Auguft 1740, that Ruddiman wrote 
what has never been printed, ^^ Critical Remarks 
" upn Peter Burman's Notes on OvicTs fVorks.^* 
The following note, which is the firft, may be 
fubjoined as a proper fpecimen of the acumen 
of Ruddiman, and the fallibility of Biuman : 

Aftcx 
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•' After that great critic had obfefved from a 
" note of Heinfiusy on the place, [Heroid* 
*' Epift. I. V. 87*] that Virgil and others name 
" Zacynthus nemorofay while Ovid chofe rather 
*^ to call it alta^ immediately lubjoins, that 
•' Bochart will have it fo named from the rifmg 
^ hiUsi whichareinit} and then quotes Silius, 
" lib. I. p* 275, 

« Condittts excelfo facravit colle Zacynthos. 

" Ubi late eam delcribit, qilam defcriptionem 
«« illuftrat Triftanus Comment. Hifton p* 415.*^ 
Thus he. " But, this learned man/' fays Rud- 
diman, " is here much miftakefi: for Silius 
** Italicus is not there fpeaking of the ifland Za- 
?^ cynthosi which is the prefcnt Zant, in the 
" Ionian Sea ; but of a perfon, fo called, who 
*' was one of the attendants of Hercules, in his 
*' travels to Spain, and who was killed by a 
^' fcrpent, and buried there, at the place, tliat 
'^ was called SagUntus from hb name. It is this 
^^ city, which is fo famous in the fecond Punic 
" war, that Silius Italicus there defcribes, with-> 
'^ out faying any thing of the ifland Zacyn- 
** thosi but that the fifft inhabitants of Saguntus 
" were fugitives from thence j fo that the excelf$ 
" colle in Silius have no relation to the iflandi. 
'^ but to the city Saguntus, which was built at 
'^ of near that high hill^ where Zacynthos was 
** buried," 

t Buti 
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But, no amufement, no purfuit, ever prevented 
Ruddiman from difcharging faithfully his duty, as 
the keeper of the Advocates Library. He had 
long laboured, with the help of Goodal, his 
afliftant, in making a catalogue of their books, 
without which, the beft library is ufelefs. This 
catalogue had been for years commodious to the 
lawyers. But, when it was at length printed, in 
1742, its ufefulnefs was extended to the lettered 
world. 

Ruddiman was, mean time, induced by his 
piety, to relinquifh, for a time, his philological, 
for religious, ftudies. He was induced, by ^ de* 
fire of doing difinterefted good, to publifh, in 
September 1742, Doftor John Scott's Sermon, 
with a preface by himfelf {d) His religious mind, 
like Johnfon's, thought it of importance, during 
thofe giddy times y wherein the fever al parties were 
fo much dividedy concerning the real effence of true 
religiony to recommend rational divinity, and to 
enforce genuine devotion. 

But, the piety of Ruddiman confifted of aftion, 
rather than reclufenefs. His afts of religion 
never detained him long from the bufinefs of life^ 
And, he was by this Ipirit enabled, amid the va* 
riety of his avocations, to cultivate letters, and to 
attend to the contefts of literature. 

( </ ) A Difcourfe on Pfalm xi. 7. by John Scott, D. D. with 
9L/eafonable Preface by Thomas Ruddimaft, M. A. [Scot* 
Mag. 1742, p. 440.] 
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His attention had been drawn, in 1740, to the 
angry difpute between Lauder and Love, on the 
comparative merits of the Pfalms, as they had 
been verfified by Buchanan, and Johnfton. In his 
Opinion, the difputants were rather carried away by 
the extravagance of dogmatifla, than influenced 
by the proprieties of critics, (e) But his at- 
tcntivenefs was fixed on this fubjcdt, in 1741, by 
Hit prefatory difcourje of Auditor Benfon to a new 
edition of Johnfton's Paraphrafe of David's 
Pfalms, which Was written in fuch an unufual flylc 
of panegyrick, and of cenfure, with regard to the 
objefts, both of his admiration, and diflike, as to 
fouze aftonifhment, and excite indignation. 

William Benfon, who was at once eccentric, 
and enterprizing, was bom in 1681, and was the 
fon of Sir William Benfon, that had been a 
Iheriff of London. His education was liberal^ 
and his erudition extenfive : but, by indulging his 
emotions of pedantry, and his pride of purfe, he 
had allowed his felf-conceit to cloud his better 
judgment. After ferving, as fherift'of Wiltfhirc^. 
in 17 10, he gave way to his defire of authorftiip^ 
For his pamphlet on SWedifh aSairs, of which a 
hundred thoufand copies are faid to have been 
ibid, he was examined by the privy-council, and 
prof€;cuted by the attorney general. He repre- 

( / ) MS. notes on hb Vindication of Buchanan, p. 70. 
In his judgment. Love had advanced fome aflbrtions againA 
Jehnflonj which were unfounded. 

ientsed 
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fented Shaftcfbuty, in the firft parliament bf 
George 1. till he was made fiirveyof-general of 
the King's works^ in 171 8i on the mean expulfiori 
of the illuftrious builder of St. Paul's j 

« While Wren with forrdw to the grave defcends." 

He was^ in his tiirn, difmifled, fof reprefentirig 
the parliarhent-houfe, as in a ruihoiis ftate, when it 
only wanted flight impairs. He confoled himfel^ ' , 

however, by the piiblidation of VirgiFs Hufbdndryi 
with notes critical and rujiicy in 1724. He hady • 

mean- while, found more fubftantial conlolatiori 
!h a grant of the office of auditor of the ex- 
chequer, to which he fucceeded, on the death 
of Edward Harley, in Aiiguft 173^. rfe wast ;^«i 

now incited by his vanity to dedicate his atten- ".^ 

tiori, and his money, to the hofiour of Milton; 
He erefted a monument, he ftriick a medal, and 
he paid for a Latul tranflatiori of Paradife Loft. 
He engaged in other literary pf-ojefts^ He pub- 
lilhcd, in 1739, ** Littifs concerning Pbeticdll'r an/- 
" lotions J iiid Virgil' s, and Milton's Arts of Verjer 
Thefe paVed the way fof hb Prtfatory Dycourfi 
to his numerous editions of Johnfton's Pfalms, (/) 
with a Supplement^ containing a Omparijbni between 
Jobnfton and Buchanany in hyperbolical pratife of" 

(/) There wefe ^iitcfed at Stationers Hall, 6n the 16th 
•fjanilary, if ^o-J^U John/ton* s ^falm kit Wiiluun Benfoui 
£{q. and on the 24th Of April i74i> the &me bpok; buttkii 
kft edition waU fttd to te /^r ^i^ 12/J y'/i'r Pr;»^f. 

N Johnftoflii 
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Johnfton, and fupcrcilious cinfure of Bu- 
chanan :— 

<< Bold Benfon thruft him by : 

*' On two unequal crutches propt he came» 
•' Milton on this, on that ont Johnfton's nanre:** 

He fent a copy of his fplcndid edition oijohn^ 
ftorCs Parapbrafe to Ruddiman, who was pleafed 
by his attention, but not bribed by his prefent. 
And at the age of feventy, our grammarian fat 
down to write a Vindication of Mr. George Bu- 
chanan's Parapbrafe of the Book of Pfalms {g) 
in a letter to xk2X learned gentleman. Ruddiman 
had always admired Johnfton as an excellent wri- 
ter. He had a high opinion of his extraordinary 
genius. He declared his judgment to be, that, % 
for the elegance, and purity, of his didtion, the 
fweetnefs of his verfe, and for the other accom- 
pliftiments of a grcstt poet, he was inferior to 
none, and fupcrior to moft of the age, wherein 
he lived. Yet, Ruddiman acknowledged, that 
Johnfton had the blemiihes, which were incident 
to his failings, as a man^ and to his imperfedbions, 
as a writer. 

Our grammarian was, however, altoniflied, 
when he beheld " bold Benfon" undervalue, in 
comparifon with Johnfton, every other poet, 

{g) This very crudite.book was printed, by W. and T. 
Ruddimans, at Edinburgh, 1745, 8vo. pp. 390, with the 
name of the author^ as the writ«r» but not as the printer of 
the work. 

both 

I 
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both ancient, and modern; not only his favourite 
Ovidy but the celebrated Bucharian. 

Ruddiman had been the editor of the tantitles 
ofjohnfton, and the works of Buchanan; and 
though he had re^ons, Which might have pre^ - ^ 

poffeffed him in favour of Jdhnfton, on whoni 
he had A^ritten encomiaftick V^erfcs, rather than ^^^ 

Buchanan, whom juftice had required him td 
ccnfure : yet, like an equitable judge, who fepa- • '^ * 

rates regard for the perfon from confiderations of 
the caufe j and diftinguiftiing the moriilj frorii the 
f»/^//?^/i^/, endowments of the two poets, Rud-^ n*'^ 

diman, ?V. 

« Unbiafled by favour, i)r by fpitc, J iy^A 

" Not dully prepoffefs'd,nor blindly right/' .V 

proceeded to demonftrate, that Benfon's pr^ifes ;* ? 

of Johnfton.were exaggerated, and that his cen- ; 

fure of Buchanan was unfounded; 
' During the age, wherein Bczi, Grotius, and 
the Scdligers, flourifhedj Buchanan was generally 
ftyled, Poetdrum Jm fecuR fnctii PHnceps: He , " 

was acknowledged by thofe^ who wete poets • 

thcmfelves j and who— 

" Might cenfure freclyi having written Well/* 

as the moil extfaordinar)^ geillus^ that had ip^- 
]»eared for feveral centuries. Even Johnfton al- 
bwed his fuperioritjr, whoni he did lidt hopi 
either to excel, or equal. Froih thefc cdhfidefa- 
tions^ Ruddiman inferred generally, that Benfoii 

N 2 had 
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had attended lefs to the opinion of contemporary 
writers, than to the fuggeftions of his own fton- 
ceitednefs. 

From general remark, Ruddiman proceed- 
ed, (b) in purfuance/ of his plan, to minute 
inveftigation> in order to demonftrate the fupe- 
riority of Buchanan, and the fubordination of 
Johnfton. Our vindicator celebrates the extra-, 
ordinary merits of both, as to poetic diiliony ^ving 
the praiie of variety to Buchanan, whofe Lyricks 
allowed him greater diverfity than the Elegiacks 
of Johnfton, which admitted of lefs choice. He 
afligns the palm of fidelity to Buchanan, in con-, 
forming his fentiments to the nature of the fub- 
jeft, and in ftudying to make his Paraphrafe a 
faithful reprefentation of the original. He 
awarded the honours, which belong to clcarnefi, 
and purity, of language to Buchanan: But, with 
fome hefitation, he acknowledged the fuperiority . 
of Johnfton, in the harmony of his numbers. 

The fecond pari of the vindicator's defign led 
him to confider the general objeftions, which. 
Benfon had made to Buchanan's paraphrafe. ( z ) 
He now endeavoured with happy fuccefs to dif- 
charge a debt, which he owed to the memory of 
fo great a genius, whofe poetical works, being 
the moft illuftrious of his performances, did ho- 

{h) In chapter i. p. 7. 
(<) Chap. 2. p. 121. 

nour 
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not be fupportcd, that 
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n lie was imprifoned in 

a- at length difcovers, 

are two kinds ; the one 

[re free; the one more 

b diffufe: of the firft 

Buchanan of the laft. 

herein- this great poet 

ncifenels was imprafti- 
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which he conveys the true 
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1 h had provoked the cenfure 

n vindicates by the praftice 

1: authority of Horace. 

true fpirit of captioufnefs, that 

vxred, what no poet had ever fan- 

CTiixc had ever found, that Buchanan's 

I Hlly^s frqfs. Ruddiman evinced the 

15 objedion, by fhcwing how little 

idt of any poet, in borrowing phrafes 

:ro, who decked his orations with the 

dowers of poetry. From hypercriticifm 

»adicator appeals to authority y which is the 

jiogift's argument: and, with happy recol- 

.ion, he fliews, that Virgil, the greateft Latin 

^oet, had borrowed felicities of cxpreflion from 

llp,. N 3 TuUy, 
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TuUy, tfec gjreatcft Latiw ontor. Ruddimaa 
now dcfceods firoin the heights of authority to the 
lower regions of inveftigation, with regard to 
thofc words, which were laid by dogmatifm to 
fce profaick. While he vindicatps Buchanan, 
he exhibits acUniral)Ie fpccimens of his own fo- 
Jidity of judgment, and extent of eruditibn, of his 
picety of criticifm, and elegance of tafte. 

But, hypercriticiffn had liot yet finilhed the 
pials, which the mufe of Buchanan was ftiU to 
iiiftain, in the fchool of Ariftarchus. The poet's 
4edkatumy and three of his fined pfalms, were to 
undergo a mtH'e rigorous examination of futility 
rather than acumen, of captiouihefs more than 
of candour. And, Ruddiman was carried for- 
ward, {k] in the track of Benfon, to the laft 
part pf his tafk, which was defigned to fhow, 
that Benfon's objeftions to Buchanan were un- 
founded, that his preference of Johnfton was 
unclaflica}. 

On a feir coAparifon of the two dedications ; 
of Buchanan's to Mary, the Queen of Scots, and 
pf Johnfkbn's to Mary, the Countefs of Marif- 
chalj Ruddiman fpeaks of the dedication of 
Bj^chsinan, as an mcomparable epigram ; he de- 
clares Johnfton's dedication to be admirable poe- 
try. This conteft of poetic genius may at laft 
be fairly fettled upon the prudential maxims of 
Melvil, with regard to the beauty of the rival 

( ^ ) In chap. 3. p. 199. 

Queens : 
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Queens : it may be allowed^ then, that Bucha- 
nan's Mary was handfomeft,at Edinburgh j John- 
fton's Mary, at' Aberdeen. To this decifion, 
however, our vindicator is not willing to aflent. 
He infills, that the praifes of Buchanan are found- 
ed in truth, and are accompanied with modeftyi 
but that Johnfton's pancgyricks are run up into 
improbabilities, which, amounting to falfehood, 
contaminate the elegant language of an eminent 
poet. The acutenefs of Ruddiman^at laft dif-* 
covers in Johnfton's dedication, what decifivcly 
turns the balance in favour of Buchanan. He 
finds in the dedication of Johnfton, that this 
rival poet had aped Buch^anan ; the fame thought 
being carried through the whole dedications of 
both. He at laft decides, after a rigorous, yet 
fair, inveftigation, that as Johnfton's dedicatory 
poem is but an imitation of Buchanan's dedica- 
tory epigram, to Buchanan ought to be afligncd 
the prize, which belongs to originality of ge- 
nius, and fuperiority of performance. 

In purfuance of his plan, our vindicator infti- 
tuted a minute comparifon of the three fineft 
pfalms of Buchanan, the ift, the 104th, and the 
137th, with tl|e boafted pfalms of Johnfton. He 
now compares couplets; he meafures fyllables; 
he weighs quantities; he examines the proprie- 
ties of verfe ; he adjufts the niceties of tafte : 
and takmg a general view of the tranjlation and 
language of the two poets, Ruddiman finally left 

N 4 it 
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it to the critical world to determine, whether he 
had not vindicated the literary honours of Budia- 
nan from the groundUfs cavils of Btnfon, and eyea 
demonftrated that, through the whole of his no- 
He work, Buchanan was in every refpe^ ff'^atly 

Juperm to Johnfton. While executing this de* 
i:ifivc vindication, our venerable grammarian 
difplayed the extenfivenefs of his learning, and 
exhibited uncon^mo^i i^^ecimens of judgment and 

. tafte. During his whole tafk, of expofing hy- 
percriticifm, of vindicating one poet, without 
4oing wrong to the other, he feems to have had 
^onftantly before his eyes the famous precept: 

** 'Tis not enough, tafte, judgment, learning, join 5 
5< In all you ipeak, let truth and candour ihine/' 

It has been the &te of few men to have had their 
follies ridiculed, and their ignorance expofed, by 
luch a poet, as Pope, and by fuch a fcholar, as 
Ruddiman. (/) 

How 

(/) The following letter, ^m Ruddiman to Sir Harry 
iVIunro of Foulis, bart. dated, at Edinburgh, the 20th Marck 
1750, whidi, as i^ fhow^ the modefty of Ruddiman, and is a 
proof of the claffical att^nn\en;$ of Sir Harry Munro, the 
Reader will douhtlefs be glad to fee, at the concMon of 
|luddiinan's Vindication of fiuphanan ; 

Hon. Sir, 

I am favoured with yours of the lothinflant, in which 
you complain of my not giving you my thoughts upon the 
|)Otes, you had put into my h^uis on Buchanan's Pikhns.*- 
When I had the honour of being witji »you, in the coffee*- 
{loufe, J apprehended, that you were firft to have written to. 

me« 
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How Benfon felt, when he pcrufed the elabo- 
rate performance of our judicious vindicttor, 

cannot 

ine, and in cxpc£bi4pii y/hertof, I deferred giving yoo my 
ppinion on the fubjedl. But, fo far was I from thinking 
thefe notes of yoiir*3 puerile, or qui/quiUie, as yoi; exprefi it, 
that upon perufal, which I fet about immediately after you put 
them into my bands, I was not a little furprized, a gentleman 
pf your rank, and years, fliould difcover fuch an extraordi- 
nary acquaintance with thefe ancient authors gf the Belles 
Lettres, and the various commentators, and critics, th?it write 
$ipon them ; that it is hardly to be paralleled, I am fure, in 
this country by thofe, that are profeflbrs of that kind of 
leaming.--T1ie oply fault, I have to your notes, if it can be 
called a fault, is, that forae of them are too minute and par- 
ticular, and which therefore fome ^lay think not very necef* 
fery, efpecially that if you continue that method, through 
the reft of that paraphrafe, which you have taken iti the iirft 
twenty, it will fwell the performance to a very great bulk. 
I could wiih likewife, that in them you would join with me, 
in vindi<:ating Buchanan, from the exceptions fome very in- 
juftly have taken againft fome parages in that glorious work. 
} have endeavoured to defend him, as well as t could, but am 
perfuaded, that ypur extenfive knowledge in thefe matters 
^ill enable you to dp it to fome better purpofe, at leaft to 
confirm what I have faid. As you informed me, that you 
|iad applied yourfelf to the reading of {lebrew, I could 
likewife wiih, that you would touch a little upon the agree* 
ment of Buchanan's paraphraie with the original text. I 
am perfuaded, that Buchanan himlelf knew but little of that 
language, and that in his verfion he chiefly followed Vata- 
blus's Conmientaries, who was an eminent profeiTor of it, 
as little do I believe, that Dr. Johnfton was converiant in 
^t kind of learning; and it would not be amifs for you to 
pbferve how far the enconiiums given tp t)ie doer's per- 
formance 
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cannot now be known. He probably begao to 
{uifcAy that -the labours of his life had been only 

vanities. Certain it is, that though he had fpent 
his days, and nights, in a library ; yet a fhort time 
before his death, he took an averfion to books, 
which became unconquerable. ( w ) He perhaps 
difcovered what had appeared to Swift, during 
his lamented depravity; that tbefs things are tmfy 
nonfenfe. Benfon died of a palfy, at Wimbledon, 
where ht had for fome years lived, without the 
intrufion of company, on the ad of February 
1754, at the advanced age of fevcnty-four. 

Of the political perturbations of the years 
1745, and 1746, Ruddiman doubtlels partook; 
feeling fucceflively the alternate anxieties of hope 
and fear. The young chevalier he never faw, as 
he tells himfclf, but tmce^ for two minutes y (») 

fbrmance by the authors of the Univerfal Hifioiy> on that 
account, are well founded* 

I ihall take fpecial care of the fheets, you have already pat 
into my hand, and hope, as your other affairs will permit, 
you will go on until the ^ole is finifhelf : And I am very 
refp^dfuUy, 

Honoured Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble (ervant, 

T. Ruddiman. 

(«) See that very curious book, which no biographical 
library can be without, Nichols's Life of Bowyer, pages 154, 
»nd 55^. 

(«) In the prefece, p. 15, to his Diffcrtatian conaming the 
Ccmpttition betuoetn Bruce and BalM 

though 
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thaogh he docs not reveal where he few the 
grandfon of James II. whether in the ftreet, or 
in the palace. Advanced, as he now was, be- 
yond the feventy-firft year of his age, however 
he may have been employed in his clofet, he , 
could take no aftive part in the field. 

After giving afliftance, by his refearches, to 
the hiftorian of printing, {o) he continued with 
his partners/ during the years 1745, and 1746, 
to print the Caledonian Mercury j though it was 
deemed prudent to pubJifh this paper anony- 
moufly, from the 23d of September 1745, to the 
a5th of the following November^ yet he did not 
obtain impunity from his circumlpeftion. 

During the calamitous fummer of 1745, Rud- 
diman retired, from the difturbed fcenes of Edin- 
burgh, to the fequeftered quiet of the country. 
Here, like the philofophical Lord Kaimes, he 
diverted the dreary days of rebellion, by pur- 
fuing his accuftomed ftudies. It was in the re- 
tirement of a farmer's dwelling, that he wrote, 
without any purpofe of publication. Critical Ob- 
fervations on Burman's Commentary upon Lucan*s 
Pbarjaliay which that eminent fcholar had pub- 
lifhed, at Leyden, in 1740. 

The following extraft, fromthefeObfervations, 
will convince the reader, that the light of Bur- 
man did not always illuminate the darl>.nefs, 

(4 Sec Aixrt>*sTyp. An. p. 574, 

which 
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which he wilhed to illuflxatc. Let us take, as 
on example, the firft obfcrvation of Ruddi- 
man : 

^« Undc vcnit Titan ct nox ubi fidcra condit." 

Lucan, lib. i. ver. 15. 

" It is evident, <* fays ourobfcrver,** that the poet 

■'• defigned here to defcribe the four quarters of 

** tlie world, the eaft, weft, fouth, and north; 

" and in this firft line, the two former muft be 

•' fignified : but, Mr. Burman is at a lofs, how 

** to make out tbe wejiy from thefc words, nox 

•^ uhi Jidera condii j and runs out into feveral 

** conjeftures, for making thefe words anfwer 

•* his purpofe, though at laft, he is not very well 

*^ pleafed with any of them. What therefore 

*^ Mr. Burman could not explain to his own fatif- 

'• facflion, I think, ^^ fays Ruddiman," may fairly 

" be accounted for, in the foUov/ing manner. It 

•* muft be premifed, as Mr. Burman has not ad- 

V verted to it, that the images, in which the 

•' poets reprefented the revolution of the hea- 

" vens, the viciflitudes of day, and night, and 

" the motions of the fun, moon, and ftars : ac- 

" cording to thefe images, they fuppofed the 

" heavens to be divided into two hemilpheres, 

" the one white, or light, and the other black, 
" or dark : that in the light hemilphere, the fun 

" bore rule, and advanced almoft into the front 

" of it : that the night prefided over the dark 

^' hcmifphere, with the ftars, and all the other 

" planets^ 
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" planets, except the fun : and, of confequencc, 
*' when the fun rofe in the eaft, the night fct in 
*^ the weft; on the contrary, when the night 
" rofe in the eaft, the fun fet in the weft; there 
*' being always one half of the heavens between 
*' them. From thefe confiderations I hope," 
continues Ruddiman, " it will appear, that by 
" the words, nox ubi ftdera condity is to be un- 
" derftood that quarter of the world, where nox^ 
" or the night (being reprefented as a goddcls) 
^^ fets, (i. e.) leaves off to be feen, which al-. 
^^ ways happens upon the fun*s rifing : nox ubi 
^^ fidera condity therefore, is the fame thing, as if 
" our author had faid, ubi nox condit Je et ftdera 
" qua illam femper comitantur\ (i.e.) where that 
*^ dark hemifphere of the heavens, the night, 
" and ftars, are turned out of our fight, the fun 
•^ having occupied the light hemifphere, which 
*' now is come, in the place of the others. I 
" might confirm what I have faid," Ruddiman 
concludes, " by a great many teftimonies from 
" the beft Latin poets ; but, I fhall content myfclf 
" with the following from Virgil^ \ffin. II. 250. 

*^ Vertitur interca ccelum, ruit oceano nox. 
" Where, by the words ccelum vertitur is, I 
*« think to be underftood, that the light part pf 
" the heavens had performed its courfe, and that 
*^ the dark part, with the night, in the front of ir, 
*^ was coming into its place. And it is to be ob- 
*' ferved, by the by, that no^ ruit oceano fignify, 

'' that 
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** that the night rufhed out of the ocean, thepre- 
" pofition ex being underftood, and not as the^ 
" Dauphin interpreter abfurdly explains it, in 
** oceanum, making the word oceano of the dative 
** cafe/' But, of this enough, to (how the 
ingenuity, and ftrength, of Ruddiman! 

From criticizing Burman, Ruddiman ere long 
ph>ceeded to criticize himfelf. In February 
1746, he carefully read over his yindication of 
Buchanan \ correfting the minuteft 6ults, cither 
of the printer, or the author. With fond atten- 
tion to the offspring of his age, he added iuch 
proofs, and illuftrations, as he thought, would 
"•ither confirm the clear, or elucidate the dark. 
From fuch liberal ftudies he was ere long di- 
verted to other labours, that were Icfe agreeable 
to his temper. 

Ruddiman had fcarcely ceafed from vindicat- 
ing Buchanan, when he was attacked by pertina- 
cious bigotry for his edition of the works of 
Buchanjin. George Logan, who began unpro- 
voked hoftilities againft our editor, in December 
1746, was defcended of the family of Logan, of 
Logan, in the county of^ Ayr. He was bom, in 
1678, and was probably the fon of George 
Logan, whofe profeflion I am unable to afcertain, 
after all my inquiries, by a daughter of Mr. Cun- 
iiyngham, the minifter of Old Cumnock, who was 
<h^ fether of Alexander Cunnyngham, the Scot- 

tifh 
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tilh profeffor of the civil law. (p) George 
Logan, our antagonift, was certainly educated 
in the univerfity of Glafgow, where he entered 
himfelf a fcholar, in the Greek clafs, in March 
1693 5 and where, having obtained his Mafter of 
Arts degree, in 1696, (q) he chofe the church 
for his profeffion. He was licenfed as a proba- 
tioner, by the prefbyter of Glafgow, about the 
year 1702. And, being unanimoufly chofen, by 
a popular call, to be minifter of Lauder, on the 
6th of February 1707, in oppolition to Stephen 
Oliver, and George Hall, he was ordained a mi- 

(/) Logon has this exclamation^ in the dedication to 
his fecond treatife on government " What would Burman- 
** nus, or my (nvn uncle^ Mr. Alexander Cunnyngham of 
•* Bloak^ the moft learned civilian^ in the age, conclude 
" from reading of the preface to Buchanan's works!'* By 
the A£i anent Tunnage, of the ift of September i698» 150L 
fterling were granted to Mr. Alexander Cunnytigham^^/ 
profeffor of tht ci'vil law. By the aft of the ift of Anne, 
N*» 8, a falary of 1,800 1. Scots, yearly, was fettled on Mr. 
Alexander Cunnyngham, the profeffor of the civil law. On 
rfiejtadof July 17 10, he was one ofthe Faculty of Advocates, 
who augmented the falary of Ruddiman. [See the aft of the 
Faculty for the fac fimile of Alexander Cunnyngham's 
fubfcription.'] Thefc fafts prove, that George Logan was 
not, as we have been lately lold, the nephew of Alexander 
Cunnyngham, the hiftorian and critic, was a very different 
man from the profeffor of civil law. 

(q) I owe a favour to the Reverend Dr. Finlay, the pro< 
feffor of divinity, in the univerfity of Glafgow, for afcer* 
toining the above meuiioned dates, by fearching the college 
records. 

nifter, 
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iiiftery by the lame prefbyteiyi on the 7th of* 
April 1707. At Lauder he was fettled on the 
8th of the fubfequent May. Here he remained^ 
perfbrmmg diligendy/the functions of his mmif- 
try, till the 22d of January 17 19, when he was 
ordained the minifler of Sprouftouy in the prefby- 
-Cciy of Kelfoj in confequence of an unanimous 
invitation. His £amt as a preacher, reaching 
Dunbar, he was invited thither, in November 
1721, and fetded as minifter, on the 22d of 
January 1722. 

At Dunbar it was, that he married for his firft 
wife, the filler of Sir Alexander Home of Eccles, 
in the Merfc, who brought him a Ion and a 
daughter, both of whom furvivcd him. At Dun- 
bar he continued the exercife of his miniftry, till 
the 14th of December 1732, when he was ad- 
ittitted one of the minifters of Edinburgh, by the 
influence, probably, of his wife's relations. I« 
1732, he puhlilhed his treatife On the Righs cf 
ekSittg AEntfiers. Now it wa^ that his zeal of 
party induced him to join the aiObciated crkicL 
againft Ruddiman. He appeared again before 
the public, as a writer, in 1737. The tumult, in ^ 
which Captain Porteous loft his life, at Edin-» 
b^rghj in September 1736, appeared {o atro- 
cious to the parliament, that an aft was palled, i 
in i737>/e?r bringing to jujiice bis murderers^ (r) 

(r) 10 Geo. II. ch. 35. 

whicb. 
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vrhich required, that this law Ihould be read, in 
the churches, on the firft Sunday, in every month, 
during a year. All the miniftcrs did not think, 
with Logan, that the will of the legiflature ought, 
on this occafion, to be obeyed. And, he was 
carried by the aftivity of his temper into a con- 
teft, in 1737, with the late Doftor Alexander 
Webfter, one of the minifters of Edinburgh, on 
the propriety of refufing obedience to an aft of 
parliament, in a point, wherein it is not eafy to 
perceive, how either confcience, or religion, could 
be concerned. 

Logan obtained, on the^ 8th of May 1740, the 
higheft honour of his church. At the age of 
fixty-two, he was chofen the moderator of that 
general aflcmbly, which, by depqfing- Ebenezer 
Erikine, and other minifters, gave rife to the^r^ 
bytery of relief. 

What Logan fullered from the rebellion, in 
1745, cannot now be known. It certainly left a 
keennefs on his fpirit, which urged him into con- 
troverfy, when his age rather wanted repofe. 
And, in December 1746, he attacked Ruddiman, 
who was then bufy on Burman's Lucan, and for 
one-and-thirty years, had neither done, nor faid, 
any thing, which could excite the malevolejice of 
fpleen, or move the |i&ivity of faftioufnefs, if wc 
except ne Diplomata. 

Logan had from nature no vigour of intellcft, 
from ftudy no cnlju-gement of knowledge", from 

O habit 



194 THE LIFB OF .[B. 1674. 

habit no prccifion of reafoning : and, when he 
came out with his 'Treatife.on Government ^ (j) which 
abler pens had failed to explain, his friends la- 
mented, that he fhould have expofed, even to 
the eye of friei^dfliip, an intemperance of §)irit, 
which only enfeebled the efforts of his zeal. He 
was, in his turn, attacked, ere long, with airy 
ridicule, rather than with ferious argument, (/) 
while Ruddiman was making preparations for 
battle, at the advanced age of feventy-two. Lo- 
gan was too eager for warfare to wait his antago- 
nift^s onfet: and he paraded, in April 1747, 
with a fecond treatife on government, while his 
opponent was only fharpening his fword. 

At length, Ruddiman came into the field with 
his Anjwer («) to Logan^ in July 1747. In the 

M 

{s) Logan began his premeditated attack on Ruddiman, 
■by publifhing, in December 1746, «* A Treatife on Govern- 
** ment ; {hewing thgt the Right of the Kings of Scotland to 
*' the Crown was not ftriftly and abfolutely hereditary. 
" Edinburgh, 8vp, price 2 s." To this he] added, in April 
1747, « A Second Treatife on Governinent; (hewing that 
«* the Right to the Crown of Scotland wal not hereditary, in 
•* the Senfe of Jacobites, Edinburgh, 8 vo, price i s. 6d." 

(/) In an anonymous letter to the Reverend Mr. George 
Loogan, A.M. Edinburgh, 1747, 8 vp, without the n^mc of 
the printer, or the bookfcller. 

(«) An Anf^er to the Reverend Mr. George Logan's late 
Treatife on Government was printed by Walter and Thomas 
Ruddimans, at Edinburgh, 1747, 8vo, pp. 402. This 
BAfwer ft end)eliifhcd with what is faid ^ have beea the 6r& 

•ngraving 
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firft part of this elaboiiatc Work, he under- 
takes-to pjpqve, coHtrary to the mifreprefenta- 
tiofls of Logan, that' by the ancient confti- 
tution of^ Scotland, tKe defcent of the crown 
was hereditary -, in the Jecond^ that the birth of 
Robert III. w^ legitimate. In his preface, Rud- 
diman lamented that, contrary to his inclination^ 
he fliouki have been obliged to enter the lifts 
with Mr. Logan, for whom he long entertained 
a.fincere efteem : but, being called upon to vin- 
dicate his writings, he fubmitted to his fate^ 
though he had never had a paflion for debates of 
any kind; exclaiming Amicus Sifcrates^ amicus 
PlatOy/ed magis arnica Veritas! 

On the firji head of inquiry, Ruddimaa re- 
marked, that if the fpirit of party had not entered 
into the queftion, it could have never beea 
doubted, whether the crown of Scodand had 
been hereditary, or eledliye* {x) Every defcctUb 

hoxA 

engraving of the late Sir Robert Strange. jMfHce is rcpre- 
feiited with her proper attributes, weighing one truth agaiilft 
fnany faJJehoods, Logan even attacked the artift, whofe cek- 
brated works are faid, by Mr. Walpole, to form an epodi 
in the art. 

\x) Had the difputdnts only explained their owii meaniiigi 
a tedious controv^rfy might have been extremely abridged; 
The crown of Scotland was formerly, what the crown d 
Great Britain is at prefent, btredttatyf but deftafibk, by pro- 
per authority, when called upon, by t^tat great necefity« 
Logan feems.to have thought, that any pccofion, and any an-^ 
thority, were quite fufficient to juftify the adl of defeafibility. 
b s Kuddiman 
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from the origin of the monarchy, to the com- 
mencement of Ae controverfy, demonftrates the 
heiedituy nature of the kinglhip, though it was 
often interrupted by violence, and fomdtimes 
modified by policy. On the other hand, there 
is no e\'idence, either in record, or in hiftpry, to 
prove, that it was ever eledive. Logan indeed 
endeavoured to fupport a contrary opinion, from 
the following phnues of Buchanan, which are 
Icmttered with a liberal hand, through the earlier 
periods of his hiftory, without quoting authority, 
though he had tradition againft him : EU^us eft 
RtXy jufeclus efty fopu/i fyjffragijs creatuTy populus 
regnar^ jujjit. Such rhetorical expreflions did 
not impofe on the judgment of Ruddiman. If 
they were to be ftriftly taken, as conveying an 
acciu^te ftatement of the faft, they muft be 
deemed abfolutely felfc: for, how could that 
fovereign be faid to be elefted, who, on the de- 
ceale of his predeceffor, was immediately pro- 
claimed King, before the demife could be known 
to the country ? Buchanan's language, which 
may be allowed to be fine Latinity, was in- 
tended by him, to delude rather tlian inform, 
though none could be deluded by it, who wiflied 
to be informed. 

In order to prove his pofition, Ruddiman runs 
over the earlier ages of the Scottilh Annals. He 

Ruddiman thought the neccfllty mull be urgent, and the au- 
thority ©oft high, to warrant luch an aft, 

Ihews 
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fliews. now, what indeed had been before Ihewn 
by Lloyd, the Biftiop of St. Afaph, (y) that 
Buchanan lays down excellent rules for the writ-**' 
ing of hiftory, but departs, in his performances, 
from his own canons. In his theory, Buchanan 
raifes a loud outcry againft the fables of Heftor 
Boece ; yet, in his praftice, he adopts, and em- 
bellifhesj the ridiculous fidlions of that credulous 
annalift. If we did not know the motives of 
Buchanan, we fhould be aftonifhed to fee him, 
with an unlucky pen, attributing qualities, cither 
good, or bad, to forty kings, who never exjftcd, 
except in the vifionary pages of Boece. Romance 
may claim this ipecies of compofition, for her 
own, though hiftory muft difclaim it, as illegiti- 
mate. It required not, indeed, the vigour of 
Ruddiman to overthrow the weakneis of Logan, 
who laid the foundations of the government, 
which he affefted, either on the wild fables of 
Boece, or on the more defpicable fallacies of 
Buchanan, 

In this temper, Ruddiman reviewed, in one 
hundred and fifty-eight pages of accurate invefti-? 
gation, the frji part of Logan*s Treatife on go- 
vernment. Having arrived at the /econd party 
fuch a fcene opened on our reviewer's eyes, as, in 
his belief, the worid had never feen before. It 

(;') In his admirable Account of Clmrch Government,—^ 
the preface. 

O 3 was 
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was indeed a lamentablci ftg!^ tx> behold ^* a m\^, 
ff nifter of the gofpel of truth," attemjpting, by 
reiterated efforts of captioufnefs, " to diiprove a 
*f fe6t, the truth of which is fo manifeft^ that 
*^ there is no v/ithfta|iding it, unlefs we will be- 
f* come abfolute fccptics." Yet fuch, in the 
judgment of Ruddiman, was the conduct of Lo- 
gan, concerning the legiHmacy of Robert III. the 
King of Scots, whom he endeavoured to prove a 
baftard, by the feftious labour of years, in oppo- 
fition to the fatisfeftory documents, which had 
been produced, for detefting a calumny, that had 
been raifcd, without caufc, and was continued, 
without authority. 

Ruddiman was now carried deep into the 
curious hiftory of thai: calumny, either by his 
love of truth, or by his zeal of loyalty. It was 
the continuator of FordufCs Scotkbronkon^ who- 
ever he were, whether Walter Bowmaker, Pa^ 
trick Ruflcl, or Magnus Macculloch, who,, dur- 
ing the reign of James II. fabricated the follow- 
ing ftory: " Robert III. whofe original name 
*' was Johriy the Steward, was with his brothers 
*' Robert, and Alexander, begotten in concu- 
" binage, between Robert II. before hisacceffion 
" to the throne of Scotland, and Elizabeth 
'VMure, the daughter of Sir Adam Mure of 
*' Rowallan. Robert II. while he was yet the 
*' Steward of Scotland, married Eupheme Rofs^ 
" the daughter of Hugh, Earl of Rofs, by whom 
I "he 
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^ hfe had two fons, and one daughter. And 
** having fucceeded to his uncle David 11. and 
^' Qoeen Euphemie having died in the third 
*' year of his reign, he married his concubine 
^* Elizabeth Mure, whofc children were thereby 
'* legitimated, and whofe eldcft fon afcended 
*^ the throne by the name of Robert III." Such 
is the ftory, which, having been firft told by the 
continuator of Fordun, was copied implicidy by 
Boece, by Lefly, by Buchanan, and by the 
whole tribe of Scottifh hiftorians, who either 
Ihrunk from the trouble of refearch, or felt not 
the charms of truth. Neither Fordun, indeed, 
nor Winton, who lived at the time, knew any 
thing of this tale, at leaft did not think it worthy 
r)f noticle, improbable as it is, in the creation, 
and contradictory as it appears, in the narra- 
tive. 

The inveftigation of difcoveries will ever be 
interefting to man, as an inquifitive being. The 
difcoverer will always be recoUefted with praife, 
as the benefadtor of mankind. Sir Lewis Stew- 
art, who was one of the greateft lawyers, of whom 
Scodand can boaft, had the honour, when Lord 
Advocate to Charles L to difcover the falfehood 
of that ftory, by fearching the records j for afcer- 
taining the fa£f. And, he found an adl of the 
firft parliament of Robert IL [1371], which 
proved, that Elizabeth Mure was his j&y? wife,' 
and which recognized her fons, as lawfiti ieirs to 
O 4 the 
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the thrcne. He alfo difcovercd twenty charters, 
which, by ftating John to be the eldeft fon and 
heir of Rofecrt, the Steward of Scotland, by 
Elizabeth Mure, confirmed the authentic notices 
of the adt of parliament, if the plain affertions of 
the members of parliament, had required con- 
firmation. All thefe difcoveries, which eftabliflied 
the fa^ by record evidence^ Sir Lewis communi- 
cated to Charles L when he returned to Scotland, 
who had, however, no leiiure for genealogical 
inquiries, though he might thereby have gratified 
his pride. Logan was fo abfurd, as to doubt the 
cxiftence of the a6t of parliament, and fo irra- 
tional, as to deny the efficacy of charters, for 
proving /i?^/^. 

Sir George Mackenzie, who lucceeded Sir 
Lewis, in his knowledge of law, and in his office 
of advocate, alfo followed him in his track of 
difcovery. He too found, among the records, 
an aft of the parliament [1473], which entailed 
the crown on John the eldeft Jon of Robert IL by 
his/r/? marriage ; and, if John fhould fail, on the 
other fons of Robert II. by his firft, and fccond, 
wife. Sir George alfo difcovered various char- 
ters, which Ipeak of John as the eldeft fon, and 
heiry of Robert II. by his firft wife, with the con- 
fcnt of his fecond wife, and with the approbation 
of her femily. Thefe difcoveries. Sir George 
dedicated in his Jus Regium, to the univerfity of 
Oxford, in 1684, the authority of which, he de- 
clared^ 
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clared, woxild weigh as much as private men's 
arguments. Had Sir George been lefs roman^ 
tick, he had left lefs caufe for the cavils of Logan, 
who continued to doubt his authority, and ta 
dilpute his inferences. 

The track of difcovery, being now laid open, 
made it eaiy to fail in the wake of the firft dif- 
coverers. Lewis Innes, the well-known princi- 
pal of the. Scots college at Paris, having found a 
charter, in the archives of his college, dated at 
Perth, on the 12th of January 1364, affembled 
tile , antiquaries of France, with the illuftrious 
Mabillon at their head, in order to afcertain the 
genuinenefs of a charter, which proved, that John 
was the eldeft Jon and heir of Robert by Yii^firfi 
marriage y and that a dijpen/ation for this marriage 
if ad been obtained from the Pope. The antiquaries, 
being thus aflembled, in May 1694, viewed the 
parchment, no doubt, infpefted the feal, ex- 
amined the charaders, and compared the cir- 
cumftances, before they pronounced their final 
decree of abfolute authenticity. The principal 
publiftied, with triumph, in 1695, what he had 
thus found; and Mabillon re-pubUfhed, with ala- 
crity, what he had thus authenticated. But, con- 
fident in Ws own folly, Logan dilputed the di- 
plorattic knowledge of the French antiquaries, 
who, ^s he gravely infilled, were acknowledged 
papifts, and, of courfe, were unfit judges of what 
belonged to authentic papers ! 

It 
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It was rcfervcd for the learned refearch of 
George, Earl of Cromarty, the Lord Regifter of 
Scotland, to methodize the difcoveries of others, 
and to add to them his own. When his Lord- 
ihip, however, publifhed, in 1695, Tb^ Vindication 
if Robert III. and his Defcendants, from the im- 
putation of Baftardy, the blunders of the printer 
deftroyed the efficacy of his kbours, hj con- 
founding dates, which, his Lordlhip neglefting 
to correft, in his firft edition, threw difcredit on 
his arguments, by involving hihi in controverfy. 
I*hearchite6hiral genius of Logan built, on thts 
unftable bafis, a fuperftru6hire, which the power- 
ful arm of Ruddiman eafily pufhed from its 
plare. 

In the lift of inveftigators, the Earl of Cromarty 
was followed by Rymer, the hiftoric^rapher, 
who fent out |iis Letter to the Bifiop (f Carli/ki 
in 1702, wherein Robert III. is beyond all dijput0 
freed from the imputation of baftardy. Rymer- 
drew his proofs, from the Tower of London, as- 
the Lord Regifter had drawn his documents, from 
the caftle of Edinburgh. In the long period, 
which elapfed from the captivity of David II. in 
Oftober 1346, to his demifc, in February 1370-1,- 
England and Scotland, being in continual treaty 
for his ranfom, John, the fon of Robcrti the 
Steward, was conftandy in the view of both the 
nations, and always paffed, in the public a6b, for 
the firft begotten f on i and biiry ofRobertyJhe Stewr 

ard 
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ard of Siotland, In order to prove thefe fedts, 
Rymer either inferred to records in the Tower, 
or appended charters to his letter, that Ipoke 
with decifivc authority to all, who knew the va- 
lue of fuch documents, which were ncverthelels 
impugned by the feeblenefs of Logan, and fup- 
ported by the vigour of Ruddiman. 

Yet, the national archives had not even now 
been exhaufted of their authentic proofs. Richard 
Hay produced, in 172.3, his Vindication of Eliza^ 
beth Mureyfrom the Imputation of being a Concubine j 
which is, atprefent, more curious for the charters, 
that he publilhed, than eftimable for the infe- 
rences, which he drew from them. ( z ) Hay of 
Drumboote was one of thofe antiquaries, who 
was poffeft of excellent materials, yet wanted fuf- 
ficient flull to ereft a fabric, either with Greek 
graccj or with Gothic ftrength. He brought 
a thoufand charters to prove what had been 
already proved j but, he adduced no proof, that 
the difpenfation for the marriage of Robert, the 
Steward of Scodand, and Elizabeth Mure, had 
been obtained, and the marriage confummated, 
in 1334, which were the points, that he had en- 
gaged to prove, with more confidence, than 
ability. 

Here, then, is the ftate of the queflion, with 
regard to the legitimacy of Robert III. at the 

( « ) The Vindication of Hay, was printed, at Edinburgh, 
by William Adams, jun. 1723, 4to. pp. i^z. . 

com- 
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commencement of Logan's attack on Ruddiman* 
Upon the one fide, the afts of parliament, and 
the records before mentioned, had demonftrated, 
that Elizabeth Mure was thcfrfi wife of Robert, 
the Steward, whom he had married by a difpen- 
fation, and by whom he had John, hist eldeft fon, 
who was acknowledged by the two nations, in 
their public tranfaftions, as his heir, and recog- 
nized by the parliament of Scotland, for his fuc- 
ceffor. On the other fide, there were only the 
unauthorized aflertions of the Scottifh hiftorians, 
from Bowmaker to Buchanan, who merit little 
praife for their hiftorical inveftigations, and de- 
ferve fome cenfure for their hiftorical faUhoods. 
Logan laboured, through many a captious page, 
to invalidate the ftrength of the moft fatisfaftory 
proofs. Ruddiman anfwered the cavik of his 
antagonifts with a fuperiority of knowledgCj^ 
which has feldom been furpafled in any contcft. 
The late Sir David Dalrymple, however, in- 
formed me, '' That in the difpute, concerning the 
" legitimacy of Robert III. Ruddiman had the 
" right fide to maintain, but on the whole, did 
" not conduft it with flcill and precifion : both 
*^ the antagonifts were paft their labour." 

On the contrary, I can perceive no decline in 
die powers of Ruddiman ; at the fame time, I 
agree with that excellent judge, that Logan never 
had any powers. I am ready to admit, that Sir 
David would have conduced that controverfy 

widi 



^- I7S70 THOMAS RUDt)tMAN. 205 

with more fkill, and precifion. Yet, I thinks 
that Ruddiman made out his point incontro- 
vertibly. And, in order to place the legitimacy 
of Robert III. beyond the reach of cavil, he 
appended to his anfwer, ift. The charter, which 
,had been firft printed by Innes, and afterwards 
rc-publifhed by Mabillon ; adly. The declaration 
of parliament, in 1371, whereby John, the firft- 
bom fon of Robert 11. is called to the llicccf- 
fion; and ^dly, the declaration of parliament, in 
1373, with regard to the fucceflion of the fons 
of Robert II. which, being on that occafion pub- 
Ufhcd with more accuracy, induced ouj reviewer 
to hope, that there could remain no doubt, whe- 
ther John, who aflumed the name of Robert III. 
were his father's eldeft fon by Elizabeth Mure, 
his firft wife. The Anfwer of Ruddiman, how- 
ever, though fupported by thofe documents, made 
no impreflion on the impenetrable dulnefs, nor 
raifed any blufti on the pertinacious bigotry, of 
Logan. Yet, it muft be allowed, that the date 
of thedifpenfation, and the epoch of the marriage, 
ilill remained to be afcertained, for removing 
doubts, and fettling conviftion. ( ^^ ) 

In our own day, the arguments of Ruddimaa 
have been gready enforced, and the interefts of 
truth confidcrably flxengthened, by the procure- 

(iz) There was publifhed at Edinburgh, in 1749* by ^''* 
Gordon of Buthiaw, a very at>le work, De Nuptijs Roherti Sc" 
nfjfcctili ScQti^e atque Eliz,abeth^ Mvra DiJ/trtatio^ 

ment 
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mcnt of the additional proofs, which only fcepti- 
cifm wanted before. Mr. Andrew Stuart, who 
is known, in the juridical world, for his diligence 
of reiearch, and accuracy of inveftigation, has 
found in the archives of Rome, the two difpenfa^ 
tions for the marriages of Robert, the Steward, 
firft with Elizabeth Mure, and fecondiy with 
Eupheme Rofs. (i) Yet, whether thefe proofs 
will convince the Lx)ffans of the time3 cannot 
cafily be foretold. Bigbtry will ever have her 
votaries, prejudice her flaves, and fadion hei* 
partifans. 

In the midfl of this controverfy, Ruddiman 
fufFered more from misfortunes, that he could not 
prevent, than from the attacks pf opponents, 
which he could eafily rcpeh . He loft his only 
fon, at the age of thirty-three. This fon, who 
bore his own name, and was the hope of his years, 
was appointed the principal manager o(tbe Cale- 
donian Mercury^ when James Grant, the adiv€l 
partner, ruflied into rebellion, in November 
1745. The Caledonian Mercury was tegarded 
with peculiar jealoufy, and its circulation was 
much impeded, by the ruling powers, in Scot- 
land, even aftei* the terrors of infurreftion had 
ceafed. For an unlucky paragraph, which had 
been copied into the Mercury^ from an Englifh 
news-paper, in fignificant Italics, was young 

( ^ ) See Mr. AfUe's elaborate woik oa The Seals of Scot- 
land, p. IQ^ 

Rud^ 
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Ruddimau imprifoned, in Dieccjnbcr i746. The 
merit, ^d foUcitude, of his fether, obtained his 
difcharge, at the end of fix weeks imprifo;iment. 
But the prifoner had meantime contrafted a 
difeaft, in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, which 
brought him to his grave, oh the 9th of Sep- 
tember 1 747 . ( t ) Our grammarian fought con- 
folation from his piety, as he could find no repa- 
ration for this wrong, which was done by the 
jealouiy, rather than the injufl:ice, of power. 

By Mr. Bofwell I have been told, ^' That 
" Ruddiman's fon attended the pretender, in his 
" marches, with his printing prefs, and printed 
• " his declarations ; and that, being for this im- 
" prifoned, Ruddiman, by the advice of Lord 
" Achinleck, applied for his difcharge to Ar- 
" chibald, Duke of Argyle, by a letter, in which 
" he called the late rebellion, the lale in/urgency, 
'^ and, by no perfuafion, could be made to alter 
" it." Such is the fl:ory, which the kindnefe of 
Mr. Bofivell communicated to me, as — 

" Au honefl tale, that fpecds bell, being plainly told." 

Let US exapfiine this boneji tale a litde. The 
Ruddimans, indeed, may have printed the Pre- 
tender's declarations, while his power was irre- 
fifl:ible at Edinburgh, and while a fergeant and a 
guard furrounded the printing-houfe. But, neir 
ther their perfons, nor their prefs, for a moment 
( c ) Scots Mag. 1747, p. 455. 

attendee^ 
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attended the iniurgents, who had no printer with 
ihem, when they arrived at Glafgow. (d) Tho- 
mas Ruddiman, the younger, was imprifoned, as 
we havefeen, for adopting, at a fubfequent period, 
a harmkfs farcafm from an Englifti news-paper. 
The Caledonian Mercury uniformly fpoke of 
the infurgentSy as rebels, except, during the period, 
when it had been foolilh to offer an infult, which 
had been inftantly avenged, by triumphant infur- 
gency. Ruddiman publicly called this infurgency 
a rebellion, at the fame time, {e) that, according 
to the tale, neither perfuafion, nor neceflity, could 
induce him to adopt privately, the word rebeU 
lion inftead of in/urgency. From this ftory, as * 
compared with fads, it is eafy to perceive that, 
when the glitter of wit is preferred to the il- 
luminations of accuracy, it is not a difficult tafk, 

*' To point a moral, or adorn a tale." 

From the unlooked-for death of his fon, Rud- 
diman found it neceffary to make a new arrange- 
ment of his typographical affairs, though it 

{d) In the Caledonian Mercury, dated the 10th of Ja- ' 
nuary 1746, there is the following article of news: " The 
*' rebels carried off from Glafgow a printing pre/s, types, 
*' and other materials, for that bulinefs, together with fome 
** fervants to work, in that way. When they carried off 
*« thefe materials, they did it in this manner, that is, from 
«* one printer, they took a prefs ; from another, fome types ; 
** and from a third, chafes, furniture, &c.'* 

i^e) In the preface to his Anfwer to Logan, 1747. 

madq 
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made little change in his ufual habits. His 
daughter Alifon, being her brother's executor, 
and heir, became in this manner proprietor of 
his fhare of the printing-houfe, which he had en- 
joyed, fmce Auguft 1739. ^^^> her . fituatioii 
making the bufinefs of a printer an unfuitable pro- 
perty, Ihe was thereby induced to convey her 
intereft to her father. And, on the T6th of 
May 17483 he entered into " A contract of co- 
*^ partnery," with his brother Walter, " to 
" carry on the printing-bufinefs, and the news- 
" paper, as formerly, fhare and fhare alike." 
Confidering that this projefb might be advanta- 
geous to their pofterity, they now fettled the 
printing-houfe, and the Caledonian Mercury y on 
their nearefl, and lawful, heirs, refpedlively, in 
lineal defcent. (/) In the typographical annals 
of Scotland, it is a remarkable fa6t, that a print- 
ing-houfe, and its materials, did not defcend to? 
executors, as chattelsj but to heirs, as inheri- 
tances. And, owing to this peculiarity, in the 
law of Scotland, the heirs of Andrew Anderfon 
continued to be the King's printers, for upwards 
of thirty years, during the reigns of Charles I L 
and James IL of King William, and Queen 
Anne. 

Neither thofe arrangements, nor that difaftcTj^ 
could proted Ruddiman againft attacks from the 

(/) MS. Contraa. 

P votaries 
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votaries of bigotry y Atjlaves ofprejudicey or the par^ 
tizans offa3iony who were not to be convinced by 
the cogency of his arguments, nor over-awed by 
the fuperiority of his powers. From the crowd, 
Logan again advanced to the charge, in May 
1748, by giving his antagonift the Finifiing Stroke ; 
and exhibiting Mr. Ruddiman as Jelf-condemned. 
In reply to Rtiddiman*s Anjwer^ he pretends, 
though without adequate performance, " to de- 
** m6nftrate, ill. That the right of the kings of 
** Scotland to the crown was not ftridlly and 
'* ablblutely hereditary, either from the fucceflion 
" of Robert Stewart to the exclufion of John 
" Baliol, who had the preferable right, or from 
" the fucceffion of Robert Stewart, contrary to 
" the juft claim of William Earl of Douglas ; 
" 2dly. That the right of our;iings to the crown 
" of Scodand was not ftriftly and abfolutely he- 
^* reditary, from the fucceflion of Robert III. 
*^ who was begotten out of lawful marriage.*' 
The Demonftrations of Logan confill, in fiipporing 
what he ought to have proved, in cavilling at 
what could not be confuted, and in difputing what 
could not be denied. 

Such was the imbecility of Logan, that it 
called forth the fupport of thofe, who pitied his 
weaknefs, though they favoured his caufe. The 
coadjutors of Logan found the Magazines of the 
times ready to receive their goods, whatever 
might be the texture, or the hue, of them ; whe- 
ther their wares were difcoloured by prejudice, 

or 
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or debafed by falfliood. (g) And, there were 
well-meaning perfons, who, confidering Ruddi- 
man as the champion of Jacobitifmi and defiring 
to impugn his writings, and to leffen his cha,- 
raiter, were forced by their zeal, 'in order to gain 
their objefts, to introduce fiftion into hiftory, 
abfurdity into argument, and foolilhriefs into law. 
With their well-mdaningnefs, they had none of 
that re6titude of mind, which, difregarding fac- 
tioufnefs, would rather infift, that the Revolution 
Was jujiy becaufe it was neceffary-y and being 
founded in neceflity, it did not require for its 
juilification, that hiftory ihould be falfified, or the 
conftitution perverted. 

At the age of fe venty-four, Ruddlman advanced 
once more againft his antagonifts, without lofing 
one jot of hearty or hope. The impertinence of Lo- 
gan had, mean time, held up the terrors of tbi 
lawy in order to frighten the opponent, v/hom he 
could not confute. But, he had miftaken mo- 
defty for cowardice. And^ he only called out the 
fortitude of Ruddiman to demand : " Am I td 
*' fear, when after one rebellion is quafhed, I 
^'- have the courage to defend what I before fajd, 
*^ to give countenance to another, as he f^fel/ 

( g ) See the Edinburgh Britifh Magazine, 1747, for two 
papers, in fupport of Logan ; and the Scots Magazine, 17^^, 
p. 61, 62, 65, 271, 339, 64; and the Scots Mag. 1749, 
p. 578* The Review of the C'ontro'verJyyVf]\\c\iv:2iS publifhcd, 
in the Edin. Brit. Mag. 1747, was fuppofed by Ruddiman to 
have been writtiSn by Mr. Paten of Pittenwcem. [MS; liote 
On Burman'« Lucdn.] 

P 2 " repfcfentj 
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•* reprefents me ? Moft of my amiotations on 
*' Buchanan were written, before there was any 
*' appearance of rebelliony [1715]} and had no 
*^ other view, but to declare what I then did, and 
** ftiU do take to be real truths : The liberty of 
*^ the prefs is one of the great privileges of the 
" late Revolution j but is that liberty confined to 
** one party only, and not allowed to another? 
^ Muft one fet of men have the liberty of pouring 
" forth perpetual reproaches againft our former 
*' kings, and fhafl not another have the fame li- 
*^ berty of defending them ? Is it commendable 
*' in a Scotfman to write againft the ancient con- 
^^ ftitution of his own nation, and run down the 
" independence of it? and is it a fault in others 
" to maintain the dignity of both?" {h) In 
this Ipirit, Ruddiman produced, in May 1748, 
his Differ tatiofiy concerning the Competition for the 
Crown of Scotland^ between Lord Robert Bruce, 
and Lord John Balioly in the year 1 29 1 . ( / ) 

In this elaborate differtation, Ruddiman en- 
deavoured to prove, " that by the laws of God, 
*' and nature ; by the civil, and feudal, laws ; 
" and particularly by the fundimental conftitution 
*^ of Scodand, the right of Robert Bruce was 
•^ preferable to the pretenfions of John Baliol." 
To this arduous inquiry he added an Appendix j 

(h) See the preface to Ruddiman 's Anfwer to Logan, p. 8. 
( / 1 This t a6t was printed, at Edinburgh by T. and W« 
j.<.j.lvi:r,i.Nr, 1748; and contains 123 odavo pages. 

'' dc- 
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** demonftratmg, that the claim, which is faid to 
** have been made to the crown of Scotland, by 
" William, the firft Earl of Douglas, 137 1, is 
*^ without foundation." 

It may eafily be fuppofed, that fuch a ftholar 
as Ruddiman, who lived in a law-library, who 
poflefled a retentive memory, a vigorous intellect, 
and extenfive erudition, would produce a treatife, 
which had been matured by thought, elaborated 
by diligence, and illuminated with learning. Yet, 
in taking a wide compafs of enquiry, he appears 
to have departed a little from his ufual judgment. 
By running into devious paths, he offered oppor- 
tunities to his opponents, of which they took inr 
fidious advantage. By attempting, in his ardour 
of loyalty, and exuberance of knowledge, to do 
much,, he did lefs than he might have done. It 
was unneceflary to provfe the right of Bruce, from 
the laws of God, and nature, from the civil, and 
feudal, laws: it had been fufficient to fhow, that 
the title of Bruce was preferable to the claim of 
Baliol, according to the fundamental conftitutioni 
of Scotland. 

The truth is, as he himfelf ingenuoufly ad- 
mits, {j ) that truftmg too much to Boece, Lefly, 
and Buchanan, who give an account of the law of 
Kenneth III. whereby, as they pretend, that mo- 
narch, who began to reign in 970, regulated the 

{j ) DifTertadon^ p. 43. 

P 3 ' fuc^cfliofl 
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liicccffion to the crown, he /uffered himfelf to bet 
impojed upon by them: Yet, he, at laft tnifled to 
Fordun, whom he calls the moft ancient, and cre- 
dible, hiftorian of Scotland, and was equally mifle4 
JDy him. Kenneth III. never eftabliftied any law, 
for regulating the defcent of the crown, though 
Fordun, and his copyifls, aflert that; he did. ( ^ ) 
But, what are ajfertions when oppofed by foMs ! 
The hiftorians neither quote any. authority, nor 
had any document to quote, when they fpeak of 
this legiflative adt or Kenneth, which, as its ex- 
iftence is inconfiftent with probability, is not to 
be acknowledged^ without the moft indubitable 
proof. 

On the other fide of this curious queftion, it 
may be clearly Ihown, that the uniform praftice 
has been in direft oppofition to the fuppofed 
rule. Kenneth, who united the monarchy about 
the year 840, was fucceeded by his brother Do- 
nald, in preference to his fon Conftantine. Ethus 
and Gregory both fucceeded to the crown, be- 
fore the acceffion of Donald, the fon of Conftan- 
tine. Malcolm, the fii-ft, die fon of Donald, 

( ^ ) It was properly remarked, by the late Lord Hailes, 
«« That the cojnjletitors for theScottifh crown, in 1 291, never 
« appealed to the laws of Kenneth." From their filence, on 
that occafion, his lordfhip yery juftly inferred, that the 
Jiaion, with regard to thofe laws, did not, at that early pe* 
. riod, exift, in the hiftory of Scotland, [Annals, vol. i. 
p. 217-18.] 

X was 
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was poflponed to Conftantine, the third. And 
Indulph fucceeded this Conftantine, in preference 
to Duffi the fon of Malcolm, who was followed 
by Culene, the fon of Indulph. At the end of 
this long courfe of demifes, and preferments, in 
which we fee the fon never fucceeded to the far 
ther, we behold Kenneth III. affume the govern- 
ment in 970, ( /) who is faid to have regulated the 
defcent of the crown. Yet, he was not fucceeded 
by his fons Grime, or Malcolm II. but by Con- 
ftantine, the fon of Culene. Malcolm II. was 
fucceeded, in 1034, by his grandfon, the gracious 
Duncan, who was affaflinated by the worthy Mac- 
beth, in 1039. Malcolm, Canmore, acquired 
the crown, in 1057, after the death of Macbeth. 
And, in 1093, Malcolm, Canmore, was fucceed-^ 
ed by his brother Donald, and by his baftard 
fon, Duncan, before the acceffion of Edgar, his 
legitimate fon, in 1097. Thofe indubitable fa6b 
exhibit a genuine pi6ture of the Caledonian con- 
ftitution, in thofe good old times, when few of the 
Caledonian Kings died quiedy in their beds 5 and 
when the right of reprcfentation either of the 
grandfon, or the fon, was unknown, in the uniform 
praftice of the country, {m) 

I have 

( /) See Lefley, De Reb. Geft. Scot. edit. 1578. Stemma 
iiii. lib. 4. and Innes's Crit. £flay» vol. 2. the Appendix, 
No. 4> and 5. 

(m) "The proper anfwer,'* fays Lord Hailes, An. vol. |. 
p. 217, " to the examples from the hiftory of Scotland, 

P 4 « whcrer 
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I have ftated thofe fafts, and that praftice, in 
order to fhow, that the law of Kenneth, which 
has been fo often mentioned by hiftory, with 
goffiping credulity, like t^e Macalpine laws, is, 
altogether, a fiftion. Donald, the brother of 
Kenneth III. and Donald, the brother of Mal- 
colm III. fiicceeded, as many of their predecef-r 
ibrs had done, in preference to their nephews, 
according to the ancient conftitution of the Cale- 
donian regions. This conftitution, licentious as 
it was in its principle, and violent in its efFefts, 
continued to flied its baneful influence on Scot- 
land, even to the period of the competition be- 
tween Bruce and Baliol. And, under diis con- 
ftitution, the right of Bruce, who was the neareft 
in blood to the royal ftock, was preferable to the 
claini of Baliol, who was one ftep more re- 
mote. 

" where the uncle excluded the nephew, feems to be this, 
*' that //^^ were u/urfiations.*' I lament, that I fhould be 
cbligsd to controvert the opinions of Lord Hailes, for whofe 
perfon I had a juft efteem, and for yrhofc memory I have a 
fincere refpeft. But, I muft be permitted to obferve, that in 
reafoning, it is very fophiftical tp take for granted the very 
point, which ought to be proved : and, in argument, it h 
mofl illogical to fuppofe a conftitutional principle to exift, in 
pppcfition to the eftabliflied pradice : for, what is the com- 
mon law of a country, but the common ufage of the fame 
country ? and what is the common ufage, but the ufual prac- 
tice ? Now, the examples before mentioned, from the hiflory 
of Scotland, are the beft proofs of the common ufage, of the 
violence of the times, and of fhe feeblencfs of the goyem- 

This 
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This light, however, did not ftrike the eyes 
of Ruddiman : his attention had been carried off 
to other objefts. He faw, indeed, what he en- 
deavoured to make others fee, that mafculinity 
gave Bruce the preference to Dervorgilla, the 
mother of Baliol. And, in order to clear away 
all obfcurities, he referred to the aft of fetdement 
of the crown, in 13 1 8, which proved that, in the 
judgment of parliament, the right of fuccefTion, 
according to the ancient conftitution, belonged to 
the next heir male, in cafe of failure of the rigte 
line. 

Ruddiman, however, relied on two arguments, 
which, in this controverfy, had chiefly determin- 
ed his judgment, though they be not altogether 
decifive. He infifted frjiy that two fucceflivc 
Kings, Alexander IL and Alexander III. had. 
recognized Robert Bruce, the competitor, as 
their rightful heir : Jecondlyy that the clergy, no- 
bility, freeholders, and the whole community, 
declared folemnly, that the right to the crown 
did belong to Bruce, the competitor, then to his 
fon Robert, the Earl of Carrick, and laftly to 
Robert, the illuftrious hero, who was crowned 
at Scone, on the ayth of March 1306. On 
this fecond argument, Logan and Ruddiman 
might have joined ifliie. They might have both 
admitted, that amidft that uncertainty of law, and 
thofe violences pf faftion, the bell right of Bruce 

was 
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was the parliamentary fettlemcnt of the crown on 
his tamily. 

Here, Ruddiman might have clofed his proofs. 
But, a defire, of fecuring his pofitions againft the 
attacks of the enemy, induced him to fhew, by 
lclabor,ate inveftigation, that the right of repre- 
fcntation had not then taken place, as to the de- 
foent of the crown, whatever it might have done, 
as to private inheritances. He was thence led to 
Tccolleft, that Bruce, the competitor, had con- 
tended with the manlinefs of the Bruces, that the 
right to the crown ought not to be decided by 
the iame ruies^ which direft the defcent of pri- 
vate inheritances. It is a curious remark, in the 
iiiftory of j»iW, that this reafoning of Bruce is the 
faimty which enabled the late Mr. Juftice Fofter 
to reAify fome mifconceptions of the great Lord 
Chief Juftice Hale, with regard to the difpute, 
l>etween the rival houfes of York and Lancafter. 
Had Ruddiman advanced only another ftep, by 
confidering government as a trufi^ which muft 
be fubjeft to the maxims, that regulate trufts, 
his triumph over his antagonifts had been more 
compleat. When prefied in the combat> indeed, 
the good fenfe of Ruddiman induced him to 
acknowledge, that the defcent of the crown is 
defeafible, by fome urgent neceflity, which muft> 
however, limit the time, denote the circum- 

ilances, ^.nd warrant the .extent, of a revolution. 

t • • • • • 

Once 
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Once in a thoufand years, I admit, faid Ruddi- 
man, neceflity may produce, and juftify, a revolu-^. 
tiofiy which ought to be confidered as an excep-i 
tion to all rules, and as an anomaly from all con-- 
ftitutions: but, your principles, faid he to hi^ 
antagonifts, lead you to accomplifh, and defend, a 
revolution, on any petty occafion, once a year,- 
once a month, or once a week, at whatever 
danger of civil war, at whatever certainty 
of general anarchy, at whatever rifque of 
private happinefs. In treating of the revolution 
in 1688, Blackftone, with the good fenfe df- 
Ruddiman, left it to ftand on its own foundation, 
and to be juftified by its own neceflity. When, 
among wife men, the faff of a mceffity is once 
admitted, the juftification follows, as a confequenfe^ 
without inventing any fiftion, without propagat- 
ing any falfehood, and without teaching any ab* 
furdity. 

Ruddiman, at length, took leave of Logan, 
his pertinacious antagonift, though Logan did 
not take leave of him. " I will betake myfelf," 
faid our learned diflertator, at the age of feventy- 
five, " to bufinefs more fuitable to one of my 
" years, and inclinations."' 

Neither the fuperiority of Ruddiman, nor- his 
wilh to retire from the altercation of conteft to 
the bufinefs of his age and inclination^ made the 
leaft impreflion on the pervicacity of Logan, 
whofe zeal of fadioufnefs, and affcftation of au- 

thorfhip. 
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dioiihipj were unbounded. And, in February 
1749, he made a frcfli affault on Ruddiman, with 
% Second FiniJhingStrokey which muft be allowed to 
be equal to the firft, in promifing demonflrations, 
diat were never accomplifhed. 

His impatience was, however, as great as his 
pertinacity. Without waiting for the comfort 
of an anfwer, Logan fent out, in April 1749, a 
Later to Ruddiman-y («) in which, " the doftrine 
« of the jure-divino-fhip of hereditary, indefea- 
** fible, monarchy, is inquired into, and explod- 
" cd." Logan's ardour of difputation urged 
him, at length, to regard 

*' The quiet life as in the dale below." 

And, his impatience produced, in May 1749, 
a Jeccnd Letter to Ruddiman j ( ^ ) ^^ vindi- 
** eating Alexander Henderfon, the minifler 
** of Edinburgh, from the afperfions of Rud- 
** diman. Sage, and other high-flying writers, 
** as guilty of injuries to King Charles I. and 
*' as repenting of his management of public 
** affairs, from the year 1638, till his death, 
" AMguft 1 2th, 1647." Such is Logan's inac- 
curacy, amidil his impatience, and his hafte, that 
in his title page he fends Henderfon to the grave, 
in 1647, though the monumental infcription, 
which he appended to his traft, demonflrates, 
that famous covenanter to have efcaped from 

(») Scots Mag. 1749. 1^' 208. 

(0) lb. p. 256. 

the 
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the troubles of the covenant, in the year 
1646. (j>), 

Ruddiman 



( / ) The following enumeration exhibits a compleat ' 
of the lix treatifes of Logan againfl Ruddiman : i . *^ A Trca- 
'* tife on Government ; fhewing that the Right of the Kizgs 
*' of Scotland to the Crown was not flri6lly and abfolind!y 
«* hereditary," &c. Edinburgh, 1746, 8vo. pp. 186. 

2. " A Second Treatife on Government ; fhewing t^sat 
** the Right to the Crown of Scotland was not heredktiy, 
** in the Senfe of Jacobites," Edinburgh, 1747, 8vo, pp. i6ol 

To thefe he added, in May 1748, 3. " The iinifhing Strdbc: 
or Mr. Ruddiman felf-condemned ; being a Reply to Mr. 
Ruddiman's Anfwer to (only) Mr. Logan's firft Treatife oa 
Government, in two parts, — The firft demonftrates, that die 
right of the Kings of Scotland to the crown was not ftilddj 
and abfolutely hereditary. — Firft, from the fucceffioa of 
Robert Stewart, to the exclufion of the defcendants of Joim 
Baliol, who had the preferable right.— Secondly, from die 
fucceflion of Robert Stewart, contrary to the juft dajm of 
Wiriiam Earl of Douglas. -*-Thc fecoud part demonftrates 
that the right of our Kings to the crown of Scotland was 
not ftri^ly and abfolutely hereditary, from the fiicceiTion of 
Robert III. who was begotten out of lawful marriage" 
Edinburgh : printed by R. Fleming ; and fold by the bock- 
fellers here, and at Glafgow, 1748, 8vo. pp. 168. 

4. "The finiftiing Stroke: or Mr. Ruddiman more §df^ 
condemned, part 2d ; ftiewing the hiftory and myftcfy of 
a long feries of deceitful and unfair management with rc- 
fpedl to two adls of parliament, anno 137 1, ^nd 1373, and 
the Parifian Charter, anno 1364: and demonftrating that the 
right to the crown of Scotland was not hereditary, in a fbiiEt 
fenfe, from the fucceflion of Robert IIL begotten and bom 
out of lawful marriage. By Mr. George Logan, one of the 
miniilers of Edinburgh." Edinburgh : printed by R, Flcm. 

ing; 
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Ruddinian had already relinquiflied Lx>gan td 
the pains, or to the pleafures, of his own reftieff- 
ncfs, " As that author," faid our gramma- 
rian, (9) " in the fierce attacks^ which, without 

ing; and fold by the bookfellers there, and at Glafgow, 1 748, 
8vo, pp. 175. 

5. " The Doftrine of the Jure-divino-ihip of Hereditary In- 
defeafible Monarchy cnqoired into, and exploded, in a Letter 
to Mr. Thomas Ruddiman, principal keeper of the Lawyers 
Jjibrary in Edinburgh, from Mr. George Logan, one of the 
j^iflers of Edbburgh." Edinburgh : printed by Thomas 
Lumifden and Co. ; and fold by the bookfellers in town and 
country, 174.9, 8vo, pp. 114. 

6. " A fecond Letter from Mr. George Logan, one of the 
jninifters of Edinburgh, to Mr. Thomas Ruddiman, principal 
keeper of the Lawyers Library there. Vindicating the 
celebrated Mr. Alexander Henderfon, minifter at Edinburgh^ 
and reftor of the college, who had been moderator of the 
famous national aflemblies of the Church of Scotland, in the 
years 1638, i64i,and 1643, and one of the commiiTioners of 
this church, to the affembly of divines at Weftminller; from 
the vile afperlions cafl upon liim by Mefileurs Sage and 
Ruddiman, and other high-flying writers, as guilty of great 
injuries done by him to King Charles I. and is repenting of 
his condud and management in pi^blic affairs, from the year 
1638, till his death, AuguH: 12, 1647. With an Appendix, 
containing the letters that pafTed betwixt the King's Ma- 
jefty and ihe above Mr. Henderfon, at Newcaftle, being rare 
to be had; and the infcriptions on his monument, in the 
Grayfriars Church Yard." Edinburgh ; printed by Thomas 
Lumifden and Co.; and fold by Mefileurs Hamilton and 
Balfour, and other bookfellers there, and at Glafgow, 1 749, 
8vo, pp. 173. 

[q) In his Animadverfians in LcweU Vindication of Bucha- 
nan, p. 32. 

provocation. 



cc 
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^* provocation, he has made on me> in no lefs than 
*^ Jix pretty large treatijes^ has laid afide all regard, 
*' not only to common decency, but to demon- 
" ftracive truth, I refolved to give up all further 
*' altercations with him, as they could anfwer 
*^ no end." Yet, Ruddiman afTc6led to ^bmit 
the whole controverfy to fuch arbitrators, as 
Logan himfelf fhould choofe, provided they were 
perfons of common fenfe, and common honefty; 
and if they fhould find our grammarian guilty 
of one inconfiftency, however many had been im- 
puted to him, Ruddiman was content to be 
deemed a perfon of no charafter, and what was 
the wortl, which could be imputed to him, that 
as a Writer, he was lefs to be credited, than 
Logan. 

In this farcaftic tone, did Ruddiman clofe the 
controverfy, which, as it had begun, without ade- 
quate caufe, may be faid to have clofed, with lad- 
ing difcredit to his antagonift, who perfevcred in 
difputation, though he neither gave pleafure to 
his friends, nor furnifhed edification to the world. 
George Logan died, at Edinburgh, in the feventy- 
feventh year of his age, on the 13th of Oftober 
1755. (^) To the character of Logan, which 
maybe collefced from . the foregoing review of 
his conteft with Ruddiman, I am able to add from 
the information of the late Sir David Dalrj'mple, 



(;•■) Scots Mag. 1755. p. 461. 

'" that 



i«4 THE LIFE OF [E. i6j4. 

** that if Mr. Logan ever was poffcft of abilkiesi 
^ he had loft them, before he engaged in the 
** diipute with Ruddiman. I have read/* conti- 
nued Sir David, " a manufcript work, which 
•• Mr. Logan ftiewed me, concerning Cowrie's 
*' confpiracy : it gave me a very mean opinion, 
*^ indeed, of his critical talents.'* It was plainly 
the diihoneft purpofe of Logan to vindicate the 
fiAions, and to propagate the wifehoods, of fac- 
donj which had contaminated the Scotdfh an- 
nals, fix)m the epoch ofpany to hb own day. But, 
we have lived to fee, that fiich fidions can be no 
longer vindicated, and that flich wifehoods can be 
no nK>re iafcly Ipread. Polidcal prudence now re- 
quires, that forgeries fhould be fikndy relinquifh- 
cd, fi&ions quiedy fupprefled, and falfehoods ho- 
neftly contemned. Happy for his own fame, had 
Logan prafiically regarded the poetical precept: 

•* He a;^ the third crime, that defends the firft." 

But, the labours of Ruddiman did not end, 
when the pen dropt from the enfeebled hand of 
Logan. John Love, his former friend, was in- 
duced, by honeft zeal, I believe, to publifh, in 
May I '"4 9, J'yind:c::ticn of Air. George Bucha- 
nan, (j) Lcve now endeavoured, with more 
acutenefs, rh:.n eiT.cncy, t? vindicate Buchanan, 
in part the f,rjh " frcm the vile alperfion caft on 

{s ; It .va: :rlr.ted lit £:I:r.b:::rr, by Thomas Lumifden 
ar.^ Co. 17J.;, two, cr.^-. 

" him 
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*' him by Camden, 'that he fepfcnted, when 
** dying, of what he wrote againft Mary, Qqeeri 
^* of Scotsj which falfehood has been fince re- 
" tailed by MefTrs. Sage, and Ruddiman;" and, 
in part tbejecondj " from the horrible ingratitude, 
*^ he is charged with to Queen Mary, in extol- 
" ling her fo highi in the dedication of his Pfalms, 
*^ and thereafter writing fo bitterly againft her^ 
" in the Detedion, and Hiltory/' 

In this manneri was Ruddiman aflauked, at 
bnce, in his charafter^ as a man, and in his pre- 
judices, as a politician: After the numberlels 
treatifes, which had been publiflied againft himi 
during feveral years^ he little expetled a preme- 
ditated attack from an ancient ally. And, he 
thought himfelf obliged to rife tip, in his own 
defence^ at the age of feventy-five 5 as it " gave 
*^ him an of)portunity to clear up fome matters 
*' of faftj relating to out hiftory, which this au- 
^\ thor had Very milch niifreprefented/' Rud- 
dimari was; by thefe meafis^ agaiii forced out into 
warfare, in July 1749, with his Animadverfions on 
k late Pamphlet, entided^ -^ Vindication of Mn 
George Buchanan. (/) 

In this conteft, between Ruddimari and Love, 
appear the unnatural diverfitics of civil war. In 
it, we fee two vindicators of Buchanan^ who had 
each written his Vindication, thoiigh lipon very 

(>) It was printed at Edinburgh, by T. and W. Raddt- 
Inans; 1749, 8vo, pp. no. 

Q^ diillmilar 
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diflimikr principles, engaged in vigorous hofti- 
Kty. Love opened his performance with a lofty 
encomium on Buchanan, as if his extraordinary 
genius, as a poet, and excellent talents, as a fcho- 
lar, which his enemies never denied him, were 
fufBcient to atone for his manifold defefts, as a 
man. Pardy from political prejudice, but chiefly 
from over-weening conceit of his darling author. 
Love conlidered him as abfolutely perfeft, anc! 
cxpreflTcd his indignation, that Buchanan fhould 
have been accufed of the minutefl: fault, far lels of 
repentance for political fins, or of ingratitude for 
royal favours. On the other hand, Ruddiman 
jufHfied that part of Buchanan's charafter, in 
which he thought him injured; but, as a lover of 
truth, blamed him for thofe feults, which merited 
blame. Ruddiman vindicated Buchanan,, as an 
admirable poet, and as an excellent writer; yet, 
condemned him, as an hiflorian, who threw out 
reproaches againfl his fovereign, and benefadtrefs, 
inflead of recording truth, and of teaching morals. 
With regard to the repentance of Buchanan, a 
difpute arofe, foon after his death, among th*? 
learned, which was, in 1749, revived by Love; 
and which has continued to interefl inquifitive 
men, even to the prefent day. {u) Without 

( « ) In Mr. Whitaker's Vinclication of^teenMary^ vol. 3. 
p. 441-50, there is a moll able argument to prove the repen- 
tance of Buchanan. But, the moft powerful argument mud 
give way before oppofing fadls, 

con- 
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ponfiderii^g mim|tely the arguments of the fevcral 
difputants, we may form a conclufion fufficiendy 
accur^te> by attending to the evidence of fafts^ 
rather than to the fuggeftions of fyftem, 

Camden recorded, in his Annak> with his 
ufual cirfumfpej6tipn, as a cit-cumftance, whidh 
he had heard and helieYe4> that l^uchanan, on his 
jdeath-bed^ had exprefled his remorfe, and avowed 
his repcntancci for his injurious treatment of 
Qgeen Mary. Or) the other hand, James Melvil, 
the profeflbr of theologyi at St. Andrew's, who 
vifited Buchanan, during the month, in which he 
died> wrote, in his Diary, Buchanan's defiance bf 
King Jarnesi rather than repentance for the 
Wrongs, that he had done to Queen Mary. ( ^ ) If 
it were a qu^ftion> which of the two witncfles oiight 
to be believed, it cotild admit erf" little doubt, than 
Camden is entitled to moll credit j becaufe he had 
more judgment, and lefs prejudice> th^ Melvil^ 
But, Camden only recorded what he had heard 
from others; Mclvil wrote what he h^d heard 
himfelE It was this epnUderation, which induced 
the good fenft of Ruddiman, ajftcr he had review- 
ed his own pceconceprionsi and weighed all cir^ 
cumftance^, to ackripwledgc^ '^ tl>at if what 
*^ Melvil fays of Buchanan, in lefs than a month 
'* before his death> be true, he fefojs jocyer t^ 

( AT ) Man's Animad. on Kuddim^ p. 5^. 
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protttbk, that Buchanan, at the hour of his death, 
was hardened in error, confident in falihood, and 
advtrfe fit)m repentance. 

The refult of the mquiry, with regard to this firft 
head of the Vindication, feems to be rather favour- 
able to Love, whofe polirical zeal d}d not, how- 
ever, enable him to place it in the moll advanta- 
geous light. Ruddiman affefted to retrzSt his 
former opinion of Buchanan's repentance. *'But, 
*^ alas !'* laid he, " what will his admiters gain 
*^ by this conccffion ? only, that they make him 
** die an impenitent (inner; and rather than his 
f reputation, or their own caufe, fhould luffer, 
f* in this world, they choofe (borrefco reftrensl) 
f^ to let him drop into the next :** 

No reckoning mad^, but fent to his account. 
With all his imperfedions on his head. 

By 

Bnchanan to the houfe of Arbuthnot, who was then printing 
his biftory. The printer had advanced to the end of the 17th 
book> which treats of the affaffination of Rizuo. Retommg to 
Bochanan, they found him in bed ; ruen going the way c/nviii- 
fan* His coufin (hewed him the hardmfs ef that fart efthe 
ftory ; that the King would be offended at it, and this might 
ftay the work. Till wu, faid Buchanan, if I have told the 
truth? /i/; faid his conlin, / think fo : Tl&nr, qnoth Bu- 
chanan, Ifwill hidf his f tad and all his kin^s. [James Melvil*s 
t)iary in Man^s Aniirtad. on Ruddiman, p. 51-53.] See 
Ruddiman*s Gloflary to Douglas's Virgil, for the y/or^feadi 
*' Feid> fede, feyde ; feud, hatred, quarrel : ab Ang. Sax. 
« Faehtht Belg. Weede, fadio, inimicitia, fimultas, odium ; 
« Teut. Fehdy bellum. Skinner." This was, no doubt, 
bravely faid by Bnchanan, while the young King was in the 
hands of rebels. 
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By taking this wide range of inquirf, we are 
conduced naturally to the fecond bead; with re- 
fpt& to Buchanan's ingratitude. Every ftcp, 
which his vindicator now takes, is oppofcd by 
fbme difficulty; and, the farther he advances, the 
more efFeftually is he obftrufted, by the authentic 
fads, ihat Ruddiman continually throws in his 
way. Ruddiman mi?ntions with fatisfaftion, that 
from his own writings, his antagonift could not 
produce a fingle paflage, in which the woird in^ 
grate, or ingratitude, is to be found, as applied to 
Buchanan. He had, indeed, mentioned fa- 
vours, which Queen Mary had conferred on Bu- 
chanan; and for which, if he made unworthy re- 
turns, the confequencc was apparent, without 
the fuggeftion of criticifm,thatthe perfon obliged 
had made an ungratefiil return. 

Experience had convinced the judgment of 
Ruddin;ian, how impolitic it was, when engaged 
in a conteft of captioufnefs, to dwell on doubtful 
topicks. After mentioning various favours, which 
Queen Mary had conferred on Buchanan, while 
he was poor,and friendlels, he produced from the 
records, for the firft time, {b) Queen Mary's 
grant, which was dated the 9th of Oftober 1564, 
of a penfion for life, of five hundred pcoinds,. 

( h ) The Letter of Pri<vy'Seal b printed, in the Appendix 
to Ruddiman's Jnimad'verfions, No. i. My induftnous fnend, 
William Robertfon of the Regifter-Houfe, at Edinburgh, 
lately found, in the Pri'vy-Seal Record, the fame grant of an 
annual penfion to Buchanan^ ' 

0^4 Scots, 
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Scots, to Buchanan. If, to make a needy poet 
independent, be an obligation, Maiy had, by this 
gift, conferred fuch a &vour on Buchanan, a$ 
required, if not a6Hve remuneration, at kaft, 
quiefcent thankfiilnefs. . With that incontro- 
vertible document, Ruddiman dofed his proof. 
And, with two-edged irony remarked : ^' I fee 
*^ no other way left to his vindicator, for clear- 
^* ing Buchanan from the blot of ingratitude, but, 
•^ in imitation of his friend Logan, who charges 
*^ every charter, which is brought againft him, 
** with impofhire, to deny this writ of privy-feal 
!* to be a genuine deed/* 

If it were not that, the fpecukmi of bigotry 
tcvcrfes every objeft. Love had, indeed, fcen, in 
the Colledtions (y) of Anderfon, which he often 
quotes with approbation, the plaineft demonflra- 
tions of Buchanan's knavery, and the fiilleft proof 
of his ingratitude. Yet, in this mirrour. Love 
can fee none of Mary's favours to Buchanan. 
But, in it, he perceives, " That the Latin copy 
** of the Deteftion is not Buchanan's, but atranf- 
** lation from the French 5 and has nothing of 
^* the elegance of Buchanan's didion, and has 
V belides many G^ZfeVj/5»^." The prejudice of 
I-^ve, in difputing what the title page had pi:oved> 
and the whole world ^acknowledged, gave his 
Opponent an opportunity, of triumph, which he 
improved with judgment. Where has this Arif- 

(f ) Vol. 2. p. I. and 261 j and vol. 4. part 2. p. 58-62. 

tarchus. 
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tarchus, faid Ruddiman,' acquired his wonderoua 
ikiU, in judging of die purity of Latin perform- 
ances ? So far do I, who pretend to fome know- 
ledge, in that matter, differ from this vindicatpr, 
that I am fully perfuaded, not only, that Bu-: 
chanan was the audior of the Deie^Hpny but that 
for purity, and elegance, it is inferior to nothing, 
which he ever wrote* And, Buchanan, who was 
the proper judge both of the authorlhipx and the 
Latinity, has inferted in his Hiftory whole paflagcs,' 
word for word, which are to be found in his Dtf^ 
teUign. With the moft cutting irony, Ruddiman 
advifed his antagonift, before he affume airs of 
foperiority, to read Henry Stephens's treatife De 
hatinitate faho JufpeSay (d) wherein this cele-' 
brated writer fliews, that many phrafes, which 
fome have miftaken for undoubted Gallicifms, 
are to be found, in claflic authors. In this man- 
ner, did the two grammarians, with true gram- 
matical pertinence, argue the queftion of Bu- 
chanan' s ingratitude, which, in the fequel, will be 
more amply difcuffed. 

The difputants diverged incidentally to other 
topicks, which were not wholly irrelative either 
to the vindication, or to the guilt of, Buchanan. 
Lx)ye had joined Logan, and the aflTociated critics, 
as an ally> in their warfare againft Ruddiman 5 and 
being aftuated by dieir bigotry, copdudted hofti- 

( ^/) It was printed by Henry Stephens, 1575, izmo. 

lities 
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ficies upon thdr princi{de% and foug^.wicb their 
weapons. ^ After the hudaUc cuftom of the par- 
<^ ty/' fays Ruddiman> '^ as Buchanan had railed 
<' at the mother^ fo does this author at her fon,'' 
by dcnymg the truth of Cowrie's confpiruy 
againft King James, and by turning it hud a con- 
^nnury of the Kix^ againft the Earl of Gowiie. 

The concerted treafon, ;«duch John, the Earl 
of Cowrie, the ion of that Eaii of Cowrie, who 
hadieized the King, in 1582, the graodfbo of 
that Lord Ruthvcn, who had aflafiinated Rtzzio, in 
1566, perpetrated againft King James, on the 5th 
of Auguft 1600, is one of thofe remarkabk in- 
cidents in the Scottifh Annals, which, by dividing 
the parties of Scotland, has fumifhed a tc^ick of 
di^utation, even to the prefent hour. A narra- 
tive of that con^iracy was immediately publifh- 
cd, by the King's authority, if it were not written 
by the King's hand. The ecclcfiaflics of Edin- 
burgh not only denied the trudi of the plot, but 
charged it as a confpiracy of the King againft the 
Earl. In November 1600, Cowrie's heirs were 
fummoned before the parliament, in order to op- 
pofe the attainder, which was about to pafs againft 
their predeccflbr, who was, on that occcafton, 
accufed of treafon. The charge was proved, by 
one-and-thirty witneffes, who, with the Duke of 
Lenox, at their head, being adtors in the tragedy, 
had fcen what they related. From their teftimony, 
it clearly appeared, that Alexander Ruthven, 
I the 
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the EarFj brother, had by his perfuafij&n, in- 
veigled the King, from his fpott at Falkland, to 
the Earl's caftle at Perth, where they attempted 
to feize his perfon, whatever might have been 
their ultimate purpofe. On the other hand, nb 
circtimftance, either of excufe^ or of explanation, 
was adduced in defence of Gowrie. The parlia- 
ment found him guilty. But, the Idrkmen were 
not yet convinced. On the one fide, there was 
(he moft fatisfaftory evidence of a plot by Gowrie 
againft the King: on the other fide, there was 
not then, nor is there now, any evidence of m 
attempt by the King againft Gowrie. {e) 

(e) He, who wifhes to form an accurate judgment, with 
regard to this plot of Gowrie, independent of party prejti- 
4ices, let him read, not fo much The Hifiorical Account of this 
(lonjpiracy, hy the Earl of Cromarty 9 as the Depojttions of the 
Witneffesr which were printed by his lordlhip in the 'words as 
they ivere iforitten at the time : add to this, what is {aid by 
Arnot, in his Criminal Trials y p. io-^60, with ^reat precision 
of thought, and clearnefs of language. And, fee the Ap- 
rs ndix. No. 7, two letters, which I found, in the paper- 
office, on this fubjed: The i ft is a letter from Nicholfon, 
Queen Elizabeth's ambaflador in Scotland, to Sir Robert 
Cecil, her fecretary of ftate ; the fecond letter is from Lord 
Willoughby, the Queen's governor of Berwick, to the fame 
miniftcr. Thefe two letters, I fubmit to the reader, as fatis^ 
fadlory evidence, that ^een Elixabeth had no concern nuith 
Go<wrie*s plot, in 1600, whatever fhe may have had with 
Cowrie's treafon, in 1582. And, thefe two letters, which are 
at once very curious, and very convincing, completely con- 
fute the general inference, which the late hiftoriographer 
Dr. Robertfon endeavoured to inculcate, from very du- 
bious circumftances, with more fubtility than decifivenefe. 

An 
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An cvrat oc mued , in i6oiy wMcjl maze dear- 
ip eraiced the premccfitaCEd trcafibii of tfac carl 
agunft cfae kiogv cboi^ dns xnnh hsed, been &- 
6sh&oxiify proved to aO, who wac capable of 
argomenc, eight years bc&Tc. One ^ro^ a no- 
tary; diicovered, in an evil hour £br bis own 
&&SY3 diac be had known, dioagh he hsKi ooc 
cevcalcd, die part, which Logan of Rdblr^ had 
aded, in diis unaccouDtabie pkjc Sprat hooeftiT 
told an diai: he knew^ cfiickklcd Logan's epiiia- 
laiy correfpoodence widi Gowrie, which he had 
kxig conrratrd: and bring tbondguiky of mif- 
prxfioc, he was executed £br die crime. The £00 
of Logan W2s fiimmooed to de&nd the innocence 
^ his 6thcr. The anrhrnricicy of the Icttors, 
which, it had been die pnrpofe of rfxe wiiccr to 
deftroy, bccaule they might have enrfarrgcred 
hh lifcy was now cfabnihcd by intefli^nt wit- 
nefies. And thotc lecsrs, which had been fb 
wondenully fbuod^ and lb cleaiiy autocnddted, 
proved a confpiracy on the part of Gowrie, and 
a concert on the fide of Logan. For the infor- 
mation of the worid, the examinadons, arraign- 
ment, and ccnviSion of Sprot, with the letters of 
Logan, were publiihed, in 1609, (/} by Abbot, 
the Dean of Winchefter, who ro:e to be Arch- 
bifhop cf Canterbury. 

Yet, neither die kctaries, in die kirk, nor the 

(f) Tais traa was prints, 2t LonJcc, by Melcii. Brad- 
wood, for WiHiain Apdcr, 4x0. pp. 60. 

£uiadc5. 
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fanatics, in the ftate, were convinced oif the truth 
of Gowrie's confpiracy! At the end of a century 
of difbelief, and difputation, the Earl of Cro- 
marty publifhed, m 171 J, from the records cf 
which he was the keeper, " An Hiftorical Ac- 
" count of the Confpiracies by the Earls of 
^' Gowrie and Robert Logan of Reftalrig, 
" againft King James VI. ,'' to which he ap^ 
pended the depofitions and letters, in the wordi 
as they were then written and /poke. This publi-^ 
cation, however, did not produce conviftion, at 
leaft did not obtain acquiefcence. And, thf . 
Earl of Cromarty printe^di in 17 I4j ^ Vindication^ 
of his Hiftorical -/41ff^«»/, without bringing to fhame 
the abfurdity of fadtion, or making much imprcf- 
fion on the obftinacy of zeal. George Logan, 
while he was in the habit of contradifting records, 
and controverting fafts, wrote, as we may remcm-» 
ber, a differtation to dilprove Cowrie's con- 
fpiracy. And Love, while he was bufy, in vin- 
dicating Buchanan from the charge of ingrati- 
tude to Queen Mary, came forward with difrc-* 
putablc confidence, " to turn that myfterious 
*' plot into a confpiracy of King James againft 
" the Earl of Gowrie." 

Ruddiman clofed the controverfy by faying, 
what was repeated by Arnot, {g) with greater 
force, that if the Earl of Gowrie were not 

(j;) Criminal Trials, p. 60. . 

provc4 
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pfoved U) be guilty, by die evidence, which the 
Eail of Cromartjr had publiihed, and which is a& 
die proof diat iiich a hA admits, we can hardly 
be (lire, diat fuch an earl tvn eziftcd. 

In reviewing die contefts, (^) between Rud- 

{i ) The reader, who is ccrioos to (tc Rqddimaii^s private 
ItpinioQ widi regard to bis antagonifts and the lidijeAs in 
delate^ OUT be gratified bv die &fio»iag eztrad cf a letter 
£nMB o«r grammariaa to the Right ReTercad Biihop Fikooefs 
dated the 17th of Odcbcr 175 1 :— 

•• 1 am rery mcch obliged to roa, good £r, fcr d« SkTtmi-, 
^ afalt opiDioo joa fliew of the trcanfes* I hare been obliged 
^ 10 write, in drfcnoeof diat fide of die contiorerfie;, IhaTt 
** been engaged in. In the firft of them, I had the good 
** lock to iL^ve to do widi an antagosi^, that knew nothii^ 
** of the lustier, he was abcat; axid who difcovers all ak>cg 
** fnch a grcfi igik)rar.ce, and abfurd reafoniDg, that are 
** hardly to be met wkh, in any odier author; wjiich, though 
** it Iv; eliei 027 bock to too large a bze, /et made my tiii 
" ctJierMUe very c^fy, thoogh at the ianie tisK it procored 
** me no fm^ll obloqcy and reproach froo the bigots of the 
« party, who have suackcd me f.cm iereral quarters od that 
« account. 

^ The ieconJ, ihough of a ihiall iize»coft me more pains : 
" it concerns the dilpute betv^e^a the Rruce and Rilioi ; and 
** thoagh I (ay it, 1 think I have pot that matter in a clearer 
^ light than any has doae before me ; at leaf!, I have de- 
*• monflrated, thai no .argument can be formed from it 
** agaioK the hereditary fuccefioo of our kings, and §iar 
" eiablilr.ing tLe breach made upcfi it at the late revoln- 
** ticn. IAy :hjid piece, which 1 know not if you have feen, 
" ccr.cern?d Bjchar.ar.'s rtrpentance for the injuries he had 
" doce oir Qaeen Mar\, in his Hiilory and Detection, and 
« his i^^.-ttiiude xo th.t princefs for the&TOors he had re- 

«• ceived 
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diman flndv hl^ antagonifts, which^ as they hay« 
C0Rtrib\ited: tp cftabliih the truth, can hardly be 
^grettedi there appears this remarkable diver-* 
iityv— Our grammarian is diligent to produce 
documents^ to adjuil dates, and to afcertain fads, 
that hiilorians have often appropriated, as their 
own, without acknowledging obligations to their 
diligent prccurfon (i) The opponents of Rud- 
diman, whether from ignorance of the nature of 
evidence, or^ from incapacity to diftinguilh the 

« ccived from her. I ^ wrcite nk)thing dire£lly Q$[ihe 
" OHe> or the other, and they w^e my adverlkries, anit not' 
*' I, who brought that matter on the carpet ; nor would I 
*« have concerned mjrfelf, in the affair, had I not frpm that 
*f ^en occafiOAy td bring fome lingular proofs, and doca- 
** mcnts, for vindicating our Qgcen Mary, from the vilcjtt-* 
*' proaches, thrown upon her by that rebellious fadion, who 
<^ dethroned her, as alfo of Buchanan's monibrous ingratitude 
^ to her." 

(/ ) It was Ruddimaii (for example), who firft afcertained 
the date of the demife'of David II. to have been on the 22d 
of February 1370*71, which had been egregioufly miftaken 
by hiftorians. See Ruddiman'9 accurate note on §age's Intxo? 
dudlion to Drummond's Works, p. 36-7. Goodai had the 
judgment to adopt this date into his note. Goodal's Fordunii 
vol. 2. p. 380. Sir David Dairy mple referred, in his An-. 
nals, vol. 2. p. 265, to Forduii, for the true date of that 
demife. Subfequent writers have referred to Sir David'i 
Annals for the fad. Yet, all this while, Ruddiman was «n^ 
titled to the merit of being the firft difcoverer. To Ruddi^ 
man, hiflory owes many obligatioils of a iimilar kind, ^t!w 
out the virtue to acknowledge what ihe was indebted to hij 
acucenefs, and his induftry. « 

beauties 
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beauties of ti;uth, from the deformities of felfc- 
hood^ arc only aftive, in decrying petty fiiidts; 
tor in detrafting from their antagonift's princi- 
ples, without fcarchinjg the archives^ whereiri 
fa£b had been found, ot looking iieadily on the 
antiquities of their country, which had given 
them new views of their fubjcct. 

It was the opinion, however, of the late Lord 
Auchinleck, (k) "that Ruddiman did not under- 
*' (land the fubjeftsof Scottifh hiftory, on which 
** he wrote ; but fliat Logan underftood them ftill 
*• fcfs ;*' faying, in his jocofe manner> *^ diar 
** their contcft was a battle in the dark/' (/} 
But, of fuch loofe declarations^ there b no end^ 
and litde ufe ! If Ruddiman did not underfland 
die hiftory of Scotland, who did ? He certainly 
ibi^t for hiftorical knowledge, at the fountud 
head of charters, and of coins. They, however^, 
who wifli to form a judgment of him, as an 
hiftorian, not from their oWn prejudices, fo much 
si& from his labours, will plainly fee^ that he ciil- ^ 
dvatcd fucceisfiilly the garden of Scottifli hiftory; 
thotgh it muft be allowed, that, after all his ef- 
forts, many weeds remain, which are uniecmly 
to die fight, and ungrateful to the fmcU. 

(♦) He was appointed a lord of fefiion, the t5di of Feb.' 
1754. [Lord Hailes's Catalogue, p. 17.] 

(/) Th: late Lord Hailes's unpubliihcd letter to Lord 
Gardcnilone, dated the 141I1 of April 1790, which is in my 
poficfioD. 

Whiks 
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While engaged in the contefts, which harafled 
kis declining years, Ruddiman lived to fee his 
opponents fucceflively drop into the grave. LoVe 
died, on the 20th. September 1750, at the pre- 
mature age of fifty-five. («) Love was certainly 
an eminent fcholar, ah excellent teacher, and a 
good man* But, he had allowed prejudice to 
ferment in his mind, till it foured into bigotry. 
And he was excited by ill-humour, which w^s 
inflamed by his ufual aflbciates, to facrifice hii 
old fi-iendlhip with Ruddiman to a foolilh zeal 
for the charafter of Buchanan, as a man, whic;h 
cannot be defended^ rather than his fame, as a 
writer, which, had it required defence, Ruddi- 
man had already vindicated, with greater efFoftj 
and fuperior learning. 

Neither domeftic misfortunes, however, nor 
political altercations, prevented Ruddiman from, 
giving his friendly afliftance, in the mean time> 
to the literary inquiries of others. His regard 

{n) In the Caledonian Mercury of the 24th ef Septeml^er 
1750, Ruddiman had the liberality. to publiih the foUowipg 
cha rafter of Love, his antagonift >— '* On Tjiurfday morn- 
«' itig died, at Dalkeith, after a lingering illn^fs, in the 55th 
" year of his age, Mr. John Love, Reftor of the Grahm^ 
<* School, there; who for his uncommon jcpowledge, . in 
*' claffical learning, his indefatigable diligence, and ftridlnefs 
« of difcipline, without feverity, was julljy accounted one 
** of the moft fafficient mailers in this country*" This 
charafter was admired by all, who faw in it the "placability 
of Ruddiman^ with regard to the fcholar, who had iirfl beeH 
his fri«nd, yet, afterwards became his adverfary. 

R for 
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^r the art of printing, and his attachment to the 
interefts of letters, induced him to give aflSduous 
help to the typographical refearches of the late 
Jofeph Ames, who had the diligence, and mo- 
defiy, of Ruddiman, without his erudition, or 
judgment. When the Typographical AniiquUies 
were at length publifhed, in 1749, Ames grate- 
folly (^) recorded the obligations, that he owed 
•* to his wordiy friend, Mr. Profejfor Ruddiman, 
** who was no fmall encouragcr of this under- 
•' taking, by his many fearche$ for me, at Edin- 
" burgh, and elfewhere." Thou^ the fearches 
of Ruddiman did not find all, that the records 
contained, with regard to the origin of printing, 
in Scotland, yet he merits commendation for his 
ufefol contributions to that curious work. 

Ruddiman deferves the greater praife, as his 
eyes had been extremely injured by thofc re- 
fearches. In Oftober 1 7 5 1 , at the age of fe venty- 
feven, he was obliged to alk the aid of phyfi- 
cians for preferving his fight, which, however, 
they did. not efFedt. Yet, this misfortune, that 
to a fcholar cannot eafily be fupplied, did not 
prevent him from doing kind ads to his rela- 
tions, and continuing his correfpondence with 

{0) In p. 574. In the fame page, he again mentions the 
uleful afliilance of his ** good friend Mr. Thomas Ruddi- 
*• man.'* This afcertains the identity of the perfon, to 
whom he was obliged, and fhows, that Ames was only mif- 
taken in. calling his friend /'r^^ifr Ruddiman^ who never 
was a profejfor, 

his 
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ills friends; from purfuing hill ftudies^ and prp-^ 
ducing, meantime, his edition of Livy, (/>) which, 
Harwood declares, is one of the moil accurate 
that ever was publiihed. Glafgow had to boaft 
of the Jptlefs perfe£iion of her Horace, in 1744. 
Edinburgh had reafon, faid that able critic, to 
triumph in the immaculate purity of Ruddiman's 
Livy, in 175 1- 

The deprivation of fight brought with it other 
loffes, befides the retardation of his ufual labours, 
and the hindrance of his accuftomed walks. 
Ruddiman had a fpirit, too confcicntious, and 
too independent, to hold an office, which he could 
no longer execute. And, on the 7 th of January 
1752, he gave in a fe Agnation to the Faculty of 
Advocates of his charge as their librarian, which 
he had diligently executed for almoft half a cen- 
tury. His letter of refignation, he wrote in En-* 
glifh, expreffing his gratitude for their many fa- 
vours, and offering his prayers for their future 
honours. When the late Dr. Johnfon was told, 
in what language our grammarian had relin- 
quifiied his truft, and expreffed his thankfulnels, 
he faid, That Jucb a letter ^ from Juch a Jcholar^ 



'(/) In 4 vol. izmo. Edinb. 1751. Of the fmali editiorg 
of Livy, Harwood fpeaks of this, as the bcft ; as, of the large 
editions, he equally recommends Drakejaborch*s, in 7 vols! 
.410. AmfleLj738, 
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ought to have hem in Latin, {q) Yet, of Ruddi-* 
man, Johnfon declared, ^hat his learning is not his 

highefi 

( q ) Ruddiman's letter, which was honoured by Johnfon'* 
difapprobation, the curious reader will find fubjoined : 

To the Honourable the Dean and Faculty of Advocates : 

The humble Addrefs and Reprefentation of Mr^ 
Thomas Ruddiman, Keeper of their Library. 
My much-honoured patrons and matters r Having now en- 
tered the fcventy-eighth year of my life, near fifty years ©f 
which fpace have been fpent in the fervice of keeping your . 
library, and finding, that by the infirmities that accompany 
fo advanced an age, and efpecially by the great decay of my 
fight, I am become altogether unablt to execute that office 
any longer, I have, as in juftice I ought, determined witb 
inyfelf to give it over j and therefore, do hereby make a fur- 
render and refignation of it, into thofe hands from whom I 
received it. In the mean time, your honours will allow mc 
to exprefs the double fatisfadlion I receive from a review of 
my pail labours ; that as on the one hand I am confcious t6 
myfelf, that by God's afTiftance, and as far as human frailty 
Would permit, I have made it my conftant endea\'t)ur to dif- 
cliarge that office with that care and fidelity, which fo valua- 
ble a truft required ; fo on the other hand, and on your part,- 
. I have met with all the good-will, encouragement, and ap- 
probation, that I could reafonabiy expert, or wifh for. But 
tho' I can be no longer ferviceable to the Honourable Fa-* 
culty in that my former capacity, yet there is one duiy IHIII 
in my power, and which can never be difpenfed with, and 
that is, that from the deep and moil grateful fenfc which X 
Ihall always retain of your great and manifold favours, I 
fliould earneflly pray to Almighty God for the honour, pro- 
fperity, and flourifhing flate of your moH learned and ufeful 
foci^ty, that ye may continue a great ornament to thofe high 
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kigheft excellence-, and fent him, as* a mark of his 
kindnefs, a copy of I'be Rambler^ when it was 
re-publifhed, at Edinburgh, by Mr. Elphinfton. (r) 
Ruddiman had, however, outlived his vanities; 
and the lawyers of Scotland were not to learn, 
that their librarian could write Tully's language, 
with TuUy's purity. Goodal, who had been, for 
thirty years, the afliftant of Ruddiman, was now 
overlooked, in the choice of a fucceflbr. The 
Advocates had probably remarked, what Sir Da- 
vid Dalrymple had often fccn, that Walter was 
Jeldomjober. And, on die ^ 8 th of January, 1752, 
was appointed, in our grammarian's place, at * 
falary of forty pounds a year, Mr. David Hume, 
who had diftinguilhed himfeifby his 'Treatife on 

courts, of w^ich you are members, and that in them, and 
every where elfe, ye may (hine forth with that fplendour and 
dignity, that unblemifhed charadler for jultice and probity, 
and the faithful difcharge of all 0iofe duties your honourable 
profeillon has laid upon you, for which you are fo remarka- 
•ble, and which the fuperior name and rank you bear in the 
• world, give your cpuntry juft ground to expeft and demand 
of you. This is the laft and beft tcfthnony and affurance, I 
can give of my moft fincere gratitude, warm affedion; and 
l^igh regard to the honokurable Faf uky;-i-and that I am now, 
and ahva ys, my much-honoured patrons and mi^fters, your 
jnoll obliged, moft hufnble, and moft dutiful fervant, 
JDum ihemor ipfe mei, dum fpiritus hos r^gitartus. 

T. Ruddiman, 

(r) Mr. JBofwell'6 Lifby vpL |, p. 187. 

R 3 Humojf 
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liman Nature y and by his EJfofSj Moral and 
Political, {s) 

Ruddiman fbon gave a fine ^cimen of his 
knowledge of the Latin language, as it was writ- 
ten, and fpoken, both before and after Tully's 
time. It was Mr. Jdin Garden of Brechin, who, 
in January 1752, engaged our grammarian in 
the tafk, of giving his fentiments, as to the man- 
ner, in which the Romans pronounced their own 
fpeech, when it was in its greateit purity. Rud- 
diman executed this work, with the alacrity of 
youth, and the knowledge of ^ge, (/ ) though he 
knew, that the moft learned could hardly afibrd 
a fatisfafbory folution of fo difficult a queftion. 

Ruddiman concurred with the learned Sci- 
pppius in thinking, that were Cicero alive, and 
to converfc with the moft fkilful in his tongue, 
he would neither underftand fhem, nor dicy 
him. As ages have elapfcd, fince the Latin 
language was vulgarly fpoken, the fenfc of hear- 
ing, can no longer give any aid to the efforts of 
intelleft. And hence, certainty mufl give place 
to conje6ture, which is to be regarded only, as it 
is conceived with moft fagacity, or fupportcd with 
greatcft Ibrength. 

(j) Scots Mag. 1752, p. 54. 

( / ) In his letter to Mr. James Garden, dated 2 2d of Fe- 
bruary 1752, which^ however jvaluable, ftill r^emains in 
manufcript. 
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The erudition of Ruddiman enabled him to - 
trace the progrefe of the Roman fyUabication, 
which, like the Roman power, had its rude be- 
ginning, its meridian fplendour, and its final dcr = 
cay. He fhows, that the ancient mode of writ- 
ing, when inftead rf Jhs, j^dex, and Ji^re, the 
Romans wrote Jous, Joudex^ and Joure^ was not 
wholly laid afide, at the late period of the Au-^ 
guftan age. From the ftyle of their orthogra- 
phy, at different periods of their literature, he 
was enabled to deduce inferences, with regard to 
the mode of their pronunciation, which w^s ne- 
ver uniform, but always changeful 

After much curious difquifition, our invefliga- 
tor, came at lafl to the great objcdt of Garden'3 
letter, which was to reflore the pronunciation of 
the Latin language to the flandard of the ancieht 
Romans. Ruddiman admitted the importance 
of Garden's propoikl, if a ftandgrd could be 
found; if difficulties could be conquered; if the 
projeft were attainable. And, with hi? ufual 
judgment, he concluded his elaborate diflertation, 
on this interefting fubjeft, by remarking, that if 
the Latin tongue be written with Roman ac- 
curacy, Roman pronunciation may be left, withr 
out much inconvenience, to find its own falhion, 
in the learned world. 

Ruddiman ha4 fcarcely clofed his friendly cor- 
refpondence with James Garden, on the orthoepy 
pf the Latin, when he was drawn from his f%- 

R 4 vQurite 
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vouritc ftudics into an acrimonious contcft by 
James Man, concerning his edition of Bucbatum^s 
fForksy which had been publifhedcight-and-thirty 
years before. 

James Man, who will be remembered only, a$ 
he was the antagonift of Ruddiman, was bom at 
Whitewreath, in the parifh of Elgin, and (hire of 
Murray. He was the fon of John Man, a fmall 
farmer of ten bolls renty who, having loft three of 
his fingers by an accident, and being thereby 
made unfit for labour, relinquiftied his fiirm^ 
and became a gentle beggar. He was chiefly en- 
abled by this vocation, to educate his fon, firft at 
the parifh fchool of Longbride, and afterwards at 
the K'mg's College, Aberdeen. 

James Man firft came out into life, in the 
humble ftation of precentor y or parifli-clerk, of 
Longbride, in the neighbourhood of Elgin. He 
went thence to the King's College, where he ftu- 
died phyfics and metaphyfics, in the years 1719, 
1720, and 172 1, under profeflbr Alexander Bur- 
net, {u) James Man had from nature a vigorous 
intelledl, and a peevilh temper, with a fmall fta- 
ture, and a mean look j from habit, application,, 
and from ftudy, learning. Soon after he left 

( a ) James Man did not (lady in the Greek clafs, but en- 
tered the fecond year of the courfe, and obtained his Mafter 
of Arts degree, on the j 5th of April 1 72 1 . ProfdTor Tho- 
mas Gordon was fo obliging as to afcertain thefe fafls for 
me, from: the college records. 

th«^ 
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the GoUege, he was, with thefe accomphfliments, 
and failings^ appointed fchoolmaftcr of the parilh 
6f Touch, in the fhire of Aberdejen; He at 
length was ordained a preacher, without being 
^ble to obtain a church. He, however, affifted 
foperannuated minifters, and difgufted his au* 
. ditors, by tedious fermons, which he delivered 
with cold declamation, and uncouth utterance. 
He was, in the end, admitted the mafter of the 
poor's hofpital, in the city of Aberdeen, on the 
nth of December 1742. 

It was, in this ftation, that a maniac defire of 
polemical authorfhip came upon him. Ruddi- 
man kindly affifted his ftudies, by lending him . 
manufcripts. Yet, his temper, his prejudices,, . 
and his politics, made him one of the ajjbciated 
critics of Edinburgh. Buchanan became of 
courfe the Dagon of his worfhip, and Ruddiman 

• the Demon of his hate. He determined to give an 
edition of Buchanan's hiftory, which the ajfociated 
critics had often promifed, yet never had per- 
formed. But, Man thought it neceflary to flioW, 
in the mean time, that former editions were 
faulty ', that " a vaft number of paflages of Bu- 
^^ chanan's writings had been foully corrupted, 
•' miferably. defaced, and grofsly perverted," by 
Ruddiman. Here, then, is the fource of James 
Man^s Cenjure and Examination of Mr. Thomas 

'• Ruddiman s philological NctcSy on the Works of the 
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fr€Mt Biubofum, wure fmrticularij m tbe B^my of 
SMhrni. (x) 

When this Cenfiare ^pcarcd, in March 1753s 
at the end of ei^-acd-thirty^ years, Ruddiman 
ttd^ diat it was, ofus trigpaa virarum, et trigbita 
mmcTumj with an allufion to the ajiciaied iritics, 
4nd their tardy performance of thirtv>year^spro* 
mifcs. Man had undoubtedly the help oi Love's 
Cteraoire» and of Logan's zeaL (jr) He alio re- 

(jr) This hagc oftiTO, of 574 pages, was priaied at Aber* 
inok^ 1753, for thsaothor, and toMbfJobnasd George Fitoc, 
ft Bvchaoas's head, ia the Pariiament-Clofe, Edinbugli. 

(j) My worthy fiiend, the Rev. Pavid Lore, the Vicar 
9f Fingringhoe, has afliired me, " That his ^ther wrote Kune 
•« of the critical parts of A£c«V Cex/mre of Ruddiman. In 
« the fammer of i753> when his health was mzch on the 
<* decfifi^ I oied to write foch ibrt of things from hb die- 
<^ tation ; many of which I remembered, when I read N!an*s 
« book in 1753 > ^^^ ^^^° now, after the elapie of fo man^ 
« years, I rccoUcft the remarks I wrote, in this way, on the 
^ nomeral adjeclive aJ:uj, which yoa wiH find at p. 3S6 of 
^ M.im's Ctnjure, fiat how much, or what parts, are my fa- 
** cber's compo^tioc, it is impofliUe for me to (ay. A boy 
«< of thirteen wvls too yoong to be intnxfled v^ith communis 
«* cations of that fort. I only hope, that no part of the abaf?» 
«« whi^h pollutes almoft every page of Man's book, dropt 
«» from his pen. After his death, all my fether*s pq>ers, of 
<* thi^ kind, were pot into the hands of Logan, who fent 
** them to Man, togedier with my father's [copy of Ruddi- 
" man's] edition of Buchanan's works, in which he had 
•* wrote a copy of Ruddiman's manaicript aniwers to Bur- 
^ man's aoimadverfions upon fome of Ruddiman's notes on 
m Buchanan's works, which fill nineteen folio pages. Man 
•f returned Buchanan's works, but kept the papers." 

ccived 
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f;:eivcd occafional aflSftance fix)m ihc other zealots, 
who, having weak heads, and narrow hearts, 
coniidered Buchanan, inconiparabli^^ as a fcholar, 
and inimaculate, as a man^ 

Urged, by fuch affocjates, and animated, by 
fuch aid, Man producpd his Cenfur^y in which he 
endeavoured to prove, in his own vulgarity of 
ftyle, that Ruddiman was 2i Jinijhed pedant j and 4 
furious calumnipitor. But, with jaundiced eyes, 
Man could not diftinguf fti miftake from caluiiiny, 
criticifin from pedantry, nor defire of amend- 
pientirom purpofc of corruption. 

Under the influence of fuch difteippers, bod^ 
of mind and body, Man proceeded from his 
introduSiiony to inveftigate in chapter the ift, 
5' When Buchanan began to write, and when 
** he ended, his hiftory," though the fuccefs of 
the critic be not equal to the efforts of the zea- 
lot. He updprtook, in chapter the 2d, the ye? 
greater labour of cftablifhing the purity of Bu- 
chanan's morals, with the courage indeed of 
Hercules, but certainly without his fuccefs. Man 
attempted, in chapter the 3d, the ftill harder talk 
of converting the errors of typography into the 
graces of correftnefs. In the progrefs of his critir 
cal follies, he tried to rival Ariflarchus, in the 
]captioufnefs of his fpirit, but not in the depth of 
his learning; by infifting, through the liibfequent 
chapters, that Ruddiman was ignorant of the ufsy 
ffid meanings of nouns, adjeftives, pronouns, 

verbs. 
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verbs, participles, adverbs, prcpofidons> and con- 
junftions. Yet, have learned men contmued to 
legard Ruddiman, as the great grammarian of 
his time, notwithftanding the clamours of Lo- 
gan, the animadverfions of Love, and the cen- 
fures of Man. The late Dodor Johnfon, when 
finding fault with Mr. Bofwell's L^tinity, ex- 
claimed, *' Ruddiman is dead!" 

When the Cenfiire of Man fell into the hands of 
the contemporary r^iewers^ they fhewed them- 
felves to be true-born Englifhmen, by fiding 
with the weaker party. They condemned his^ 
vulgarity, indeed, but they did not reprcfs his 
audacity, nor explode his ignorance. And, 
they finally declared that, in fome of the rounds 
of this M!um gremmatkaky Man had the beft of the 
battle, 

WhenRuddiman was attacked^^ as we have feen, 
by Man, with rudenefs of manner, and malevo- 
lence of purpofe, he had advanced to the eigh- 
tieth year of his age. He was almoft blind. 
And, he was of courfe obliged " to employ the 
" eyes, the ears, and the pens of others," inmak^ 
ing his defence. (2) Yet, though he had ex- 
peded to fpend in quiet the fmall remainder of 
?. protra6led life, he was not difcouraged by ap-. 

. («) The Rev. John Walker of Watl ing ton, ii) Norfolk, 
has informed me, that Ruddiman had the ufe of his eyes, 
cars, and pen; having been Ruddiman's amanuenfis from 
'1752 to 1755, inclufive, 

prchenfion^ 
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prehcnfions of conteft, nor frightened by the 
numerofity of his foes. He determined, with i 
magnanimous fpirit, tamake his various enemies 
feel the rebound of their own envenom^ed Ihafts* 
And, fummoning the vigour of his youth with 
the experience of his age, he fent out, in January 
1754, AnticriftSy {a) or a Di/cujfton of the fcurd-^ 
lous and malicious Libels publijhed by one James 
Many of Aberdeen. 

In this warfare, Ruddiman was engaged, by 
a regard for charafter, and by a love of truth. 
He now vindicates his edition of Buchanan's 
works, as incomparably more perferSt, than any 
that went before it; and, without departing from 
his ufual modefly, he might have added, or that 
have fmce followed it. He Ihowsj by his acute- 
nefs, and his ftrcngth, that though he had en- 
tered his eightieth year, he was not that dreamer^ 
that dotardy which Man, with peculiar iaucinefs, 
had reprefented him. He is anxious to remove the 
pretence, which was common with his antago- 
nifts, that their treatifes were unanfwerable, fo 
long as they had not been anfwered. But, hb 
chief anxiety is about his Latinity. It was in- 
deed to be expefted, that he, who from his ear- 
Heft youth, had applied himlelf, in a particular 
manner, to the ftudy of the Latin language, had 

(/?) It is ail 8vo. pamphlet of 226 pap;es, and was printed, 
at Edinburgh, by Thomas and Walter Ruddimansj 1 754. 

publiflied 
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J>ubli(hcd elaborate works, on that fubjefti for 
tiieinftruaion of others, and was now rcprtffented, 
in every page of Man^s Cenfure^ as a mere ignora- 
mus^ fhould be concerned for his fame as, a 
fcholar. 

Such were Ruddiman*s motives for piiblifhing 
his Anticrifis. When he came to clofe animad- 
verfion, he purfued Man through the fcries of 
his infidious chapters. Had Ruddiman's power 
of dilquifition been lefs vigorous, his candour in 
acknowledging petty errors, muft have gained 
him the applaule of criticifm. By direfting his 
anfwers to the point of the objeftion, he brings 
every queftion to a decifive iflue* He, in this 
mode, redtifies many fafts, which had been mif- 
tated by ignorance, or perverted by defign. He 
fhews what improvements he had made in Bu- 
chanan's text, and by what helps thefe improve- 
ments had been gained. And, pleading for die 
indulgence, which is ever paid to age, he evinces, 
by the precifion of his memory, the extent of 
his erudition, and the maturity of his judgment, 
that he might fet fair critics at defiance. 

After complaining of the wrong, which had 
been done him by Love, whom he had deemed 
his friend, in communicating his manufcript 
notes, on Burman's edition of Buchanan, to Man, 
his enemy, our venerable grammarian refumed 
his habitual temper. With good-humour, he at 
length fettled the controverfy, between himfelf 

and 
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knd Man, in thfc mercantile form of debtor and 
creditor. The total charge of Man againllRud- 
vdiman amounts to twenty errors, which are all 
that the hypercritic can, with any reafon, impute 
to the editor, in two folio volumes. Yet, it is to 
be obferved, that the firft, fecond, and third, had 
been formerly objefted by Love, {i) The fourth^ 
and fifth, had been obferved by Burman. (^) 
The fix following are typographical miflakes. {d) 
The twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, and fif- 
teenth, ( ^ ) are errors, indeed, but of little import- 
ance. And all the foregoing inftances were fouiid, 
in the preface, and annotations. In the text, there 
were faid to be five errors, (/) of which, the fix- 
teenth, and feventeenth, arc controvertible, the 
ci^teenth is uncertain, and the nineteenth is an 
error of the prefs. The omifTion of the words in 

(6) I. Proclio for prdlaeo; 2. James Stuart, the regent, 
for James Stuart, the piior; 3. Petrus, for Nicholoos, Bour» 

(r) Jofeph Scaliger, as not being his father's cldcft &n ; 
Per/ua/us /um, as not being good Latin. 

(^) VI for XI; 31 for 30; 1654 for 1464; 1573 for 
1473; 1412 for 1512, i4i3-4for 1513-4. 

{e) The demifc of Henry IIL of England as miftaken; 
Heiiricus for Ricardusj Northumbria for Agro Ebora- 
cenA. 

(/) ConcUium for conJiUum ; fimul for feme! ; whether mtim 
was right is uncertain; oferrt for cfferret. The following 
words, ** Omnem libUinem/oiutus, quafijure pirmtffdin onrnes^** ' 
were improperly Qiiutted> in Bttchaaan's text, p. 302, 

Qh. J, 10, 

the 
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the cwcndtci ciiarge CiXi ^Ljt dctraS: from the 
fenie. Anii rfiis otniixc, ocr edifior coalidered as 
lufficicntiy cociperrar-*^ cyric Jiifirscn of ievcral 
words, ia ocficr places, izd bj tuppiying a whole 
fenance from the c^ctZc::z rnanulcripc of Bu- 
dianaa's hiScrr, vhicl Is iz die coHee^ of Edin- 
bcrgh, U) ^ ^^ ^ be. .:^^lj ufe- 
fill, in cbc rcviLiI ct Buciaciz.'5 trxc Such was 
the Sir admrfrcc cf R-Jcdfruin ! 

Ruddiman's counter-c^iir^ asainft Man was 
arranged under the following heidi : 

1. Faliehoods and prcTiricarions - ao# 

a. Abfurditks - - - 69* 

3. Pa&gcs from cicfEc authors, which 

were crroncodiy ftated - - 21- 

4. Paflagcs in ckfilcal authors, which were 

milimderflood bv \Lin - - 10. 

5. Pafiages from chfUcoi authors, that 

do not anfwer the purpoie, tor which 
Man had adduced them - - 4^- 

6. Paflages in Buchanan, which are mif- 

underftood by Man - - 5, 

7. Words and phrafes,in Buchanan, which 

are not claflical Latin, and which are 

yet defended by Man - -11* 

il) The fentcnce, whkh was oTefuIly fapplieJ, was in 
die foUowiDg words: Macduffks tyraxmam fu^imtem aihutus 
€i^wfcdfiaifims retwlit\ withoot which fentence, fays Rud- 
^maiiyit had not been known what became of Macbeth. 
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8i Typographical errors in Arbuthnot*s 
edition of Buchanan's Hiftory, which 
are defended by Man - - ^o.^. 

9, Other errors, which had been correft- 
ed by the editor, yet are blamed by 
the critic - - -126. 

10. The abfurd methods, which Man had 

taken to reconcile Buchanan's chro- ^ 
nology - -fc - 7* 

11. Impertinent digreflioiis, in which the 

controverfy is not concerned - 9, 

1 2. Buchanan's citations from ancient au- 

thors, which, having been rectified by 
the editor, were yet blamed by the 
critic ^ - - 50. 

tjfc The editor abfiirdly blamed^ by thd 
critic, for printing uniformly the pro- 
per names of perfons, places^ &c* 22. 

14. Remarks, and conje6hires> by the edi- 
tor, which were uhjuftly found fault 
with, by the critic - - 47. 

The total Counter-charge - 469. 

Deduft the charge - 20. 

The balance of errors incurred by Man 449, 

In this efFeftual nlannerj did our aged gram- 
marian, at the time when he was obliged to ufe 
the eyes, and hands, of younger perfons, repel 
the affault of Man, who, with unprovoked profli- 

S . gacy,^ 
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gacy, laboured to blaft his charaftcr, as a citizen^ 
and to ruin his reputation, as a fcholar. 

After James Man had filled more than five 
hundred and fevcnty pages, with hypcrcriticifin, 
on the farts ofjpeecby he did not finiih all that 
. his malignity had intended. He defigned to pro- 
ceed> when fome better opportunity fhould offer 
him greater advantages, to animadvert on Rud- 
di man's Syntax, Trojodyy and Orthography i to of- 
fer mifcellaneous obfervations on thofe parts of 
. Buchanan's writings, which follow, in Freebairn's 
edition, volume 1 ft, the Hiftory, De Jure, and the 
Detedion. But, to whatever caufe it was owing j 
whether he found, in the veteran ftrength of Rud- 
.diman, ftouter refiftance, -than his confidence had 
cxpe6tedi whether his countrymen contemned his 
defign, and defpifed his coarlenefs ; \\ hether cap- 
tioufnefs could find few readers, and impertinence 
fewer purchafers ; it cannot now be known : cer- 
tain it is, however, that his obftlnacy did not 
openly execute his threats; though his malevo- 
lence may have privately wounded die charaftcr, 
at which his envy fickened, and his cowardice 
trembled. 

Ruddiman, in the mean time, relieved tht 
wearinefs of conteft, by the amufements of lite- 
rature. New books, and unpublifhed manu- 
fcripts, were fometimes recited to him. When 
a tranflation of the celebrated fpeech of Ajax to 
• the Grecian chiefe, in Qvid, was read to him, in 
X the 
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the vulgar dialeft of Buchan, he declared it 
the beft, that had ever been made. It was im- 
mediately printed by his defire. (b) This tranf- 
lation, which was thus approved by the judg- 
ment, or the complacency, of Ruddiman, was 
made by Robert Forbes, a learned hofier of 
London, but a native of Buchan> who had a hap- 
py knack at verfification, in the idiom of his 
country^ ( i ) He had a brother, who was the 
fchoolmafter of Foveran, in Aberdeenfhire, and 
who is faid to have been, in Jm officio neminije^ 
cundus. 

Ruddiman, we may remember^ was left in the 
field of controverfy, without an antagonift, in 
1754, but, not without offence* The decifion^ 
which the reviewers had pronounced on MarCs 
Cenjurcy gave our grammarian jealous apprehen^ 
fions for his fcholarlhip. He found fome relief^ 

{h) It was printed at Edinburgh in 1754, 8vo, without 
the printer's name indeed ; but it was undoubtedly printed 
by Ruddiman's nephewj Walter Ruddiman, who fupplied 
the gloflary, which may be ufeful to the lovers of ancient 
poetry, and helpful to the readers of Scottifti hiftory, in the 
diale£l oi other times*, 

( 2 ) In a Jhop billy Forbes told the place of his reiidehce, 
in the following manner : 

" I likewife tell you by this bill, 
« That I dp live upo' Tower-hill> 
« Hard by the houfe o' Robie Mill, 

« Juft i' thenuik, 
** Ye canna' mift when 'ere you will, 
« The fign's a buik." 

S 2 ' by 
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by fending them, in March 1755, his Anticrijis 
with an epiftlc, explaining his juft pretenfions, and 
rcqiltfting their &r report. The reviewers io^tntd 
the terms, rather than retraced the matter, of 
their judgment. From the chair ^ they declared, 
that Man bad poured outJcurriUtjJufficieHt to over- 
lay an oyfier-wenchy but, ufm the whole^ he feemed 
to have the advantage, in feveral things; (it) al- 
lowing, however, to Ruddiman, more modefty, 
more learning, and more politeneis. Yet, our 
fUioliaft, who knew Htde of the artifice of pro- 
fcfled criticifm, did not fee the equity of tlus dc- 
cifion. He did not underftand the policy of 
leaving the critics to flutter in their own import- 
ance, to prefume upon their anonymous invifib>" 
lity, arid to decide from their oracular tribunal. 
And, he publilhed, therefore, in January 1756, 
Audi Alteram Partem ; or a further Vindication of 
Mr. Thomas Ruddiman's edition of the great 
Buchanan's Works. (/) 

Our grammarian feemed to gather ftrength 
from his years. His further Vindication {mi) is a 

more 

{k) That IS, in t-juenty things ^ out of more than four bun^ 
dred and Jixiy-, line things, 

(/) This is an 8vo. pamphlet of 62 pages, which was 
printed at Edinburgh, in 1756, by T. and W. Ruddimans. 

(m) Mr- Prei^Dn, who is known by his treatifc on Free 
Mafojiry, informed me, that being Mr. Ruddiman's ama- 
nuenfis, at the pei iod of his deceafe, and for fome time be* 
fore, he wrote the Audi dUcram Petrtcm from Ruddiman's 

dilation. 
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more impreffive treatife, than his jinticrijis. It 
did not, however, goad James M^ into a reply, 
nor urge the reviewers into altercation. Ruddi- 
man probably allayed his own irritation, by giv- 
ing vent to his griefs i and promoted his own 
quiet, by cloftng accounts with his antagonifts, at the 
advanced age of eighty-two. 

But, the Audi Alteram Partem of Ruddiman is 
chiefly valuable, at prefent, for his critical re- 
marks on Burman's philological notes upon the 
works of Buchanan, which, having been originally 
written on the margin of his copy, are now no 
where elfe to be found. Not content with the 
general tide, which Ruddiman had given to the 
works of Buchanan, Bucbanani Opera Omnia,Bur^ 
man added, with pleonaftic falfehood, hiftoricay 
cbronologica, juridica, politicay fatyrica, et poetic a.. 
The Chronological ^ablcy which was ufefiilly pre- 
fixed to Buchanan's hiftory, was not, however, 
the produftion of Buchanan, but the property of 
Ruddiman; which Burman, therefore, endeavour- 
ed to transfer to another. Buchanan never wrote 
any thing on jurifprudence. His De Jure R^gni^ 
as Ruddiman allows^ may be clafTed among his 
party-pamphlets ; but, as it treats, neither of the 
law of Scodand, nor of any otl^er law, it can 
fcarcely be regarded as a juridical treatife. Of 

didlation, who fat in his arm-chair with his h^nds acrofs, 
and fometimes looked a little at the manufcript; as he was 
not quite blind. 

S 3 the 
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the fatyrica of Buchanan, Ruddiman knew no- 
thing : for, his writings againft Mar>', Queen of 
Scots, are no more to be cdMtd/afireSy than Ci- 
cero's orations againft Verres : Buchanan's Fran- 
cifcanusy and his fatire in Carolum Lotbaringum 
Cardindeiriy are indeed faciresj but they fall more 
properly under his Oyer a Pcetica ^ othen^ife, con- 
tinues Ruddiman, his books De Spbjrra might be 
ftiled Opera Aftronomicay and his Jepbtbes^ and Bap^ 
tijies. Opera Tragica. 

From thefe animadverfions on the pleonaftic 
title-page of Burrnan, Ruddiman proceeded to 
ftate modcftly, but decifively, hi$ objeftions to 
his philological notes. And, by an examination 
of paflages, he fhows clearly, wherein Burman 
had mifunderftood Buchanan; wherein he had 
wronged Buchanan's editor; wherein the editor 
was more likely to be right than the critic. 
From this inveftigation, it was proved, even to 
the conviflion of Man, that Burman, with all his 
critical fkill, was not quite free from blunders. 
It indeed did not require fuch ftriftnefs of in- 
quiry, to fatisfy the learned world, that editors, 
and critics, ought to profefs more of charity, than 
contempt, for each other. 

After fuch minute examinations, and mutual 
cenfures, James Man probably found himfelf 
better qualified to give his projefted edition of 
Buchanan's Hiftory, which he lived not to pub- 
Jifh. Having exiftcd, for almoft twenty years, 

at 
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at Aberdeen, in a (late of more buftle, than no- 
tice, he ceafed to vex himfelf, or the world, in 
Oftober 176 1. In private life, he was, however, 
decent in his manners, and inoftenfive in his in- 
tercourfe. Whatever his annual income may- 
have been, he fpent little. And, by the attentive 
parfimony of many years, he had faved about one 
hundred and fifty- five pounds ; of which he be- 
queathed fixty pounds to his relations ; and fet- 
tled ninety-five pounds on the poor's hofpital, 
of which he had fo long been the matter, to be 
applied in giving apprentice-fees, with fuch boys, 
as fhould be educated in that ufeftil feminary. 
This legacy has accumulated, by prudent ma- 
nagement, to two hundred pounds, and now 
yields an annual income often pounds, which en- 
ables the direftors of the hofpital to pay ten (hil- 
lings a year to each boy, during his appren- 
ticelhip. 

While James Man lived under the (belter of 
this hofpital, he appears not to have been idle. 
Jie delighted to read local bijloryy which fupplied 
him with minute fadts, for his intended publica- 
tions. He made coUeftions for an edition of 
Doftor Arthur Johnfton's Poems, which ftili 
remain in the hands of profelTor Thomas Gordon 
of Aberdeen. The /ijfembly of the Kirk encou- 
raged him to write l.be Hiftory of the Church of 
Scotland^ a talk, which though he never perform- 
ed, he feems to have been fufficiently qualified 

S 4 to 
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to execute, by his learning, and diligence ; and 
above all, by his zeal of Prefbytery, and ardour of 
Whiggifm. With thofe accomplifhments, and 
aids, Man fent, at length, his edition "of Bu- 
chanan's Hiftory to the printer, ( » ) which was 
corrcfted, in fome of the laC: fhects, as they came 
from the prcfs, by profeflbr Gerrard, who has 
fince been admired for his Taftcy and refpcfted for 
his Sermms. 

When Man's long-expeftcd edition came out, 
in 1762, the eye of difccrnment perceived its in- 
judicioufnefs, though the finger of criticifin did 
not point out its follies. He prefixed the life of 
Buchanan, which he fuppofed to be written by 
the hiftorian himfelf, but without the ufcfiil com- 
mentaries of Sibbald, or the able annotations of 
Ruddiman. One note of Sibbald he did, indeed, 
fubjoin to the encomiaftic verfes; telling that 
Buchanan's fkuU had been preferved in the col- 
lege library, at Edinburgh ; and that it was very 
round, and very thin. 

Man followed the example of Burman, in prc-r 
fixing to the hiftory Ruddiman's tabula Regum 
Scotidt Cbronclogicay without the previous confent 
of the owner, for this appropriation of his goods. 
To his Chronology he did, indeed, add the accef- 

(#») *Vh\n edition was printed at Aberdeen, in 1762, by 
famtfit C)mtmcr5» in an odlavo fize. It has a copious index, 
Ah4 lh«ic* U with great propriety, no doubt, added to the 
W\mW» ItU^'ImntinS Dialogue dt Jun Regni ajuui Scotos, w\dch 
}« fii lIlultitttlvQ of the indent law of Scotland ! 

flOQ 
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fion of George IL and George III. which, in 
17 1 5, Ruddiman could not include. He copied 
with blundering (laviQinefs, Ruddiman's errors; 
and, with reprehenfible inattention, he added his 
own. {0) 

Man avowedly adopted the text of the moft 
ancient edition of Arbuthnot, without regarding 
the emendations of Ruddiman. The firfl: fen- 
tence he printed in the following manner: '^ Cum 
*' res geftas majorum noftrorum a fabularum va- 
*^ nitate liberare, et ab oblivionis injuria *z;^;zdicarc 
'* ftatuiflem." FendAC3,x^ Man copied from Ar- 
buthnot. Ruddiman, with lefs fervillty, ancj 
more judgment, printed *i;/;?dicare. The defiga 
of Buchanan fufficiently evinces, that he mufl: . 
have written i;/»dicare, as Ruddiman fuppofed, 
and not vendic^rty a word of doubtful Latinity, 
andofobfoleteufe. (^) 

( ) Bpth the editors date the elevation of Edgar to the 
throne of hb fa,ther, in 1098, inftead of 1097. Man date* 
the acceffion of William, in 1 163, in place of 1 165. Neither 
of the editors include the Mai J of Norway among the Kings 
of Scotland ; though Ruddiman does, indeed, mention her on 
another occafion, as one of the fovereigns of Scotland. They 
J)oth err, as to the true pommencement of the reign of John 
Baliol, which ought to have been in 1292, inilead of izg^ 
And they equally miftake as to the acceffion of James I. 
which ought to have been dated 1405, inftead of 1406. 

(/ ) ^//zdico, non ^i?»dico, fays Celiarius, in his Orthit' 
ffraphia Latina. And, fee Ae authority of Prifcian added to 
the judgment of Celiarius, in Putfchius, p. 1 208. But wha^ 
il5 Rfen to Prifcian, or Prifcian to Man ! 

Man 
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Man added variarts readings^ and fubjoined ex- 
planatory notes, that he h^id colledled from rare 
manufcripts ; yet, lie does not, like Ruddiman, 
inform us, whence he had them, or where they 
may be feen. 

His notes, which are very fuperficial, very con- 
ceited, and very ignorant, are chieQy written ior 
Englifh. With triie foperficiality, he explained 
' fhe veterans of the Roman armies to have been 
€ld beaten foldiers. {q) With genuine prejudice, 
he infifted, in oppofidon to Ruddiman, that the 
^cceflion of the Scottifh Kmgs commenced frora 
their coronation, and not from the day of the prior 
demife. Without any love of truth, without any 
regard to law, without any apprehenfion of con- 
fequences, diis wretched fcribbler has his politi- 
cal follies always uppermoft in his mind. But, 
his ignorance was ftill greater than his prejudice. 
He very gravely inftrufted (r) the Scottiflt 
Antiquaries, that the Vallum Sever r heginnetb 
€t the Firth of Forth y and goetb weji to the Firth of 
Clyde, He had borrowed thb abfurd note from 
his mafter Buchanan, who was as litde acquamted 
with die antiquities of Scodand as himfclf. The 
ignorance of Buchanan admits of fome extenua- 
tion ; becaufe few records of ftone had, when he 
wrote, been duo: from the Vallum Antonink 

[q) In p. 93, note a. 
(r) P. 108, note I. 

even 
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/even if his genius could have ftoojJed to read in- 
fcriptions. ( j ) But, for Man to write thus, of 
the wall of Severus, fubfequent to the elaborate 
jiote of Ruddiman, which quotes the infcrip- 
tions, ( / ) and fubfequent to the publication of 
Gordon's Itinerarium Septentrionale^ («) which 
had given engravings of the ftones, was indeed 
unpardonable. Perhaps Man thought, as Mn 
George Wallace, a moft learned lawyer of 
Edinburgh, has fmce taught his countrymen, that 
thtjctptual doubts of Buchanan are entitled to more 
confideration^ than pfitive ajfertionsy made after la^ 
horious refearches by any fhallow antiquary. ( ^ ) 
But, of James Man, his fuperficiality, his preju- 
dices, and his ignorance, enough ! 

(j) The judgment of Camden led him to read in/crip- 
tions, which he confidered as the beil evidence of hiftoric 
truth : And, from infcriptions, Camden knevy the true fcite 
of the wall of Antoninus. 

(/) Buch. Op. Cm. vol. I. p. 413, which refers to this 
text, p. 9. D. 3. 

(a) It was publifhed at London, 1726. See p. 50-64, 
and the plates 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. for demonflrations, that th« 
Roman wall, between the Forth and Clyde, was conilrufted 
by the Roman legions, during the reign of Antoninus. • 

{x) Ancient Peerages, edit. 1785. p. 450; where Mr. 
Wallace talks in mercantile phrafe, but v/\l\i fceftical doubts, 
** that Earls were firfl imported into Scotland by Malcolm 
" Canmore." It were eafy to fhow, that a writer may be a 
Jhallo'w aniiquarji while he dogmatizes, as a moft profound. 
juHft. 

The 
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The time had meajiumc arrived, when Rud- 
man was to turn from the conrefk, and anrnfe- 
xnents o£ literature, to more fcrious obfeds. 
With his ufiial prudence, he had made a tcfta- 
mentary diipofition of hi^ property, on the 17th 
of May 1746. Varous changes, which had fiic- 
Cf flively occurred, mduceu him to make a new 
iettlement of his afiairs, c.i the 2zd of March 
1756. He rtow made a difpojiiim and affignation 
of his whole eftatc. Of this difpofition John Gor- 
don, «n advocate, James Wright, and Thomas 
B<^eU, writers, and Walter Ruddiman, his bro- 
ther, had die honour to be the overfeers. And, 
this affipiatian of the property of Ruddiman 
was made in trufty for the following ufes : For the 
payment of his juft debts, and his widow's 
jointure: for the behoof of his only daughter, 
during her life : and, after her deceafe, for the 
general benefit of her children, in equal portions, 
to thofe, v/ho were bom, and to thofe who might 
be bom. {y ) Such was the fettlcmcnt of Rud- 

{y ) The deed of fettlement. — Ruddiman, alas ! who had 
written for fuch a length of years, with fo great fadiity and 
ne^neis, was now obliged to touch the pcn^ as it was held by 
William RoHand, and William Henr}', who were co-mtari^s. 
The witneiles of Roddiman's iignatare were George Tod, the 
writer of the deed ; Alexander Brown, Student cf Dvvinity\ 
who \i at prefent, the keeper of the Advocates Library ; 
George Scot, an apprentice to Walter Ruddiaian ; and John 
Richardibn, another apprentice of Walter Ruddiman, who 
has iince diftingaifhcJ Limfcif by hi. Per/tan Didionary^ and 
Other learned works. 

diman ! 
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diman ! And, fuch a ferdement, every wife man ' 
will make, before that period approaches, when 
fruition can no longer plcafe, and hope looks for- 
ward to higher joys. ' 

Ruddiman died at Edinburgh, on Wednefday, 
the 19th of January 1757, when he had advanced 
into the cighty-diird year of his age. ( 2 ) He 
had lived for feven years under the affliftion of 
bodilydifeafes, of various kinds; but his mental 
powers remained unlhaken to the end. He had 
been long afflifted by the ftrangury ; he had been 
ibmewhat ftupificd by deafhels ; and at the fame 
time, that the fight of one of his eyes was loft, the 
viSon of the other was almoft cxtinguiflicd : But, 
the preffure of his infirmities only gave ardour to 
his piety, and the debilities of age only invi- 
gorated the fteadinefe of his faith. He was 
buried in the cemetery of the Grcy-fiiats 
church, but without the affccftionate tribute of a 
tomb-ftone, which, indeed, had merely prefervcd 
his memory for a day; as it has long' been for- 
gotten, that Buchanan had once a Jim^, m the 

( « ) Scots Mag. 1757, p. 54, where there is a (hortac* 
count of him, and of his writings. There was infcrtcd in 
the Caledonian Mercury, dated the 27th of January, 1757, 
a brief, but affedHonate, charader of Ruddiman, by the Rev. 
William Harper, fenior„one of the miniftersof the epifcopal 
church at £dinburgh. ^ 

fame 
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lame cemetery, which inquiry can no longer 
find, (a) 

During feveral years, Scodand has, indeed, 
been led to expeft, that a cenotaph would be 
crefted, at Laurence Kirk, by Lord Gardenftone, 
not lb much to perpetuate Ruddiman's name, as 
to do honour to his learning, and to exalt his 
worth. ( ^ ) In May 1790, Lord Gardenftone de- 
clared, ( ^ ) '^ that he ftill intended to ereft a 
*^ proper monument, in his village, to the me- 
'^ mory of the late learned, and worthy, Mr. 

(a) 1 caufed a fearch lately to be made for the through- 
Jfone of Buchanan, which having funk, under the ground, was 
reftored, in 1 70 1 , by the magiftrates of Edinburgh ; but the 
Jione of Buchanan has again funk under the accumulated dull 
of meaner men. His paraphrafe of the Pfalms will preferve 
his memory ; but, his pillar will not ! 

{h) " We flopped at Lawrence Kirk" [on the 2 1 ft of Au- 
guft 1773] fays Mr. Bofwell, "where our great gramma- 
*' rian Ruddiman was once fchoolmafter. We refpedlfully 
** remembered that excellent man, and eminent fcholar, by 
*' whofe labours a knowledge of the Latin language will 
" be preferved in Scotland, if it fhall be preferved at all. 
" Lord Gardenftone, one of our judges, coHeflcd money to 
" raife a monument to him at this place, which I hope will 
** be well executed. I know my father [Lord Achin- 
** leek] gave five guineas towards it." [Tour.>to the He- 
brides, with Doftor Johnfon, p. 74.] 

(f) In his letter, dated the 28th of May, 1790, to Mr. 
Charles Steuart, the writer to the fignet, which is in my 
hands. 

« Thomas 
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** Thomas Ruddiman." Yet, was there pub- 
lifhed, at Edinburgh, in 1792, a volume oi Mif- 
^eUanieSi (^d) under Lord Gardenftone's name; 
containing an avowed attack on the memory, and 
mean detradtions from the fame, of Ruddiman. 
Cenotaph our " great grammarian*' will have 
none. But, his philological labours will com- 
municate " eternal blazon" to his name, after 
the fail of ftrudures of marble, or pillars of bra(s, 
had they been erefted, by other hands than his 
own: — 

Poll obimm bcnefada inanent^ asternaqae vixtvrs 
Non mecuit Stygiis nc rapiatur aquls. 

Of fuck a perfon as Ruddiman, the curious 
reader naturally defires to know various particu- 
lars, which could not be compreffed into the 
narrative of his life. It is to be lamented that, of 
fuch a man, had not been " wnt in remem- 
^^ brance," more minute information, than en- 
quiry could colleft, or diligence can relate- Yet, 
mull we ever recoUeft that, — 

*' The truth hath certain bounds, but faUhood none.** 

Ruddiman died in eafy circumftances, though 

his property, which did not confilt of money in 

the puWic funds, feems not to have much in- 

creafed, after the vigilance of his attention had 

(i/) Mi/ceUauies, in Prop und Fer/c, &c. by the Hon. 
Lord Gardenftone. Edinburgh, printed by J, Robertfon, 
Southbridge Street, 1792, 8vo. 

been 
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been obftrudcd by the infirmities of age. At the 
epoch of his dcccafe, he was probably worth, ill 
•* worldly goods," about three thoufand poiinds^ 
ftcrEng, cxciufivc of the Caledonian Mercury y and 
hift other printing bufinefs. {e) He appears ta 
have been an original member of The Britijb 
Linen Company^ which was firft eftablilhed, at 
Edinburgh, in 1746 ; and havingafliare of three 
hundred pounds, he had, of confequence, a vote 
in choofing the governor, deputy-governor, and 
the dircftors. Confidering the time, and place, 
in which he lived, his wealth muft be deemed 
confide rable^ to have been acquired by his dili- 
gence^ and a mailed by his oeconomy. 

The widow of Ruddiman lived till the 13th of 
Oi^ober 1769. She is defcribed to me by the 
Reverend Robert Walker, who had often feen 
her, '* as a woman of a fine afpeft, elegant man* 
•* ners, and anuable difpofition.'* His brother, 
Walrc r Ruddiman, who had been fo many years 
his partner, died on the 23d of Auguft 1770, at 
tlie a^e of eighty-three, being then the oldeft 
innlltr-printer, in Scotland. (/) His only daugh- 
ter 

f r ) MS, invcrniorv of hi5 effocls, 1736-50. Sec a lift of 
til\f i'Mii^ which wcK* frt:,u,i by 'I'hoiius Ruddiman, in the 

(/) ^^^^^J* M»^g« K7^^ r» 4>5- Ii^ ^^^ ^^^^ volume, 
p. 4-1 1 , therr is u copy ot terfc?, in mcmorr of Walter Ruddi- 
»a«j by W, 0» [W alier Oivvald], who lud been liis appren- 

ticc» 
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ter Alifon, who, as we have feen, married James 
Steuart, in 1747, is ftill alive, after bringing her 
hufband many children, Thomas Ruddiman 
Steuart, her eldeft fon, is a phyfician at Sheffield, 
in Yorkfhire, and has many of the talents, and 
much of the worth, of his grandfather. Her fc- 
cond fon, Charles, is a writer to the fignet, at 
Edinburgfi, a profeffion, which he executes with 
Ruddiman's diligence, and modefly. Her third 
fon, William, went, when a youth, into the mili- 
tary fervice, of the Eaft-India Company 5 and, 
acquiring the Faftern languages, became a corre- 
ipondent of Sir William Jones, and is now af- 
fiftant-refident at Hydrabad, and pofleffes both 
integrity and addrefs, which qualify him to ne- 
gociate with Scindia. She has alfo four daugh- 
ters, Anne, Cecilia, Frances, and Mary, who> 
with all the attradlions of women, are ftill un- 
married. Such are Ruddiman's grand-children, 
who are deftined to continue his race. 

Our grammarian was of a middle ftature, and 
a thin habit, but of a frame fo compaft, as to 
have carried him on beyond the period^ which is 
iifually afligned to man. His gait, till the lateft 
period of his life, was upright, and aftive. His 

tice, and journeyman, tic is defcribedi by a grateful^ ra* 
thei- than poetic, pen, aSi 

" Of unaiFecled manners, focialj kind j 

*' The gentlefl mafler, father, hufband, friend." 

I T eyebrowa 
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eyebrows were arched and bulhy : And, his eyes 
were originally fo piercing, that it required fteady 
impudence to withftand their fixed look, or 
Hidden glance. 

His drefs of ceremony is defcribcd to me as 
follows, by the Reverend David Love, who faw 
Ruddiman, in Auguft 1747, at the examination 
of his father's fchool, fitting between George 
Logan, who was a little, neat, man, and profeflbr 
Mackie, who was tail, and thin : He had on a 
grizzle wig, which was much curled, and but 
(lightly fprinkled with powder. His coat was 
of cloth and of a mixed orange colour; his wdfl:- 
coat, like the waiftcoat of Johnfon, when he at- 
tended his Irene, was of fcarlet cloth, and de- 
corated with broad gold lace. His fhirt was 
• ornamented with very deep rufHes. 

He was a man of fuch uncommon temperance, 
that in the courfe of fo long a life he never was 
once intoxicated vnth liquor. He loved indeed 
a chearful glafs : but, when he was wound up by 
the enjoyment of friendly fociety to his accuf- 
tomed exhilaration, he would then refi-ain from 
drink ; faying, thaf the liquor would not go down^ 

He appears, indeed, to have never had any 
great afFeftion for thofe convivial meetings, called 
clubs. His induftry, at no period of his life, al- 
lowed him to look for refuge in the reforts of 
idlenefs. He tells us himfelf, *^ That he never 
Was concerned in any club but two: the one, 

which 
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;^h^ch was fet up many j^^ekrs before he was. en- 
gaged in it, and conflfted of gendemcn of con- 
iiderable rank,fuch as Sir Thomas Moncrief, and 
Sir William ScQtt, of doftors of phyfiCi and of 
epifcopal minifters: the odicr was fet up bj^ 
fchooimafters> who were joined by perfons of 
greater confequence, for improving themfelves 
in ufeful learningj without ^meddUng with churchi 
qrllate.'' (g) 

Of the powers of his converfation> I have heard 
little. 3e did not affedt the charader of a wit> 
much lefs the bufioonery of a droll. On qtieftions 
of literature^ mych reg^d was paid to hisj6pi- 
nipn. ,Had he been Icls modeft^ he could have 
been fatiricaL Inquiring onccf of the Reverend 
Robert Walker, who was then his artianuenfi^i 
what clafles he had been attending at the college 
of Edinburgh} ^ndbeiag told, that he had that 
morning heard a lecture on Ziierty and Netejfity^ 
Ruddiman faid, «^ Well.: does your profeflbi 
*^ make us free. agents, or not ?" To which Mn 
Walker anfwered, " He gives us arguments oil 
" both fides, and leaves us to judge." '* Very 
" well,'* rejoined Ruddiman ; •' fht fool has/aid 
" in bis heart there is no God; ajad the profeflbr 
*^ will not tell you, wheiher the fool be right or 
'' wrong.'* Theprofeffori who ad^d thus, was 
Cleghorn, a fuppofed dei/i, who had been chofeni 

ii) A MS. note on /#r/W/, dated the i6th of May 1755. 
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in oppofition to Hume, the philofopher, who was 
deemed zjacobite. The eleftors preferred Cleg- 
horn to Hume ; fagely confidering that, as 
Scotland furnifhed no other choice, a deift might 
probably become a Chriftian, butajacobitc coiild 
not poflibly become a Whig. 

Ruddiman was frugal of his time, and mo- 
derate, both in his plcafures and amufemcnts. 
His day was ufually employed in the following 
manner. He rofe early, and devoted the morn- 
ing to ftudy. During the fitting of the Court of 
Seflion, he ufed to attend the Advocates Library 
from ten o*clock till three. He commonly re- 
tired from dinner at four, except when it was 
•neccflar)' to (how refpeft to friends. His even- 
ings were generally fpent in converfation with 
the Icnmed. During the decline of his age, when 
an amanuenfis became requifite, his day was 
fpcnt fomewhat difitrrently. His firft aft of the 
morning was to kneel down, while his amanuenCs 
read prayers. He lived chiefly in his library. 
A bafin of tea was brought him for his break&ft ^ 
he dined about two o'docki and tea was again 
frnt in to him a little after four. His amanuenfis 
grnenUly read to him levcn hours a day, Sunday 
ultwe cxiTpted* which, in the prelence of his fa- 
m\\\\ and with the help of the Reverend Mr. 
Harper, w;is devlicated «> the iervice of God. 

From nature^ our granunarian had certainly 
uncommon endowments, both of memory and 

judg- 
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judgment, which do not always go together. He 
could remember the number of lines, which had 
been prefcribed for his tafks at fchool. Ovid 
was his favourite s and of this poet he could re- 
peat fixty lines, without miftaking a word. He 
had a pra6tice, to which he was much indebted, 
he faid, for his knowledge of Latin, of commit- 
ing to memory, for occafional ufe, any paflage in 
profe authors, that was remarkable for excellence, 
cither in thought, or cxpreffion. He ufed to 
enter in a common-place-book any uncommon 
hint, or unformed thought, which might be im- 
proved to advantage, as neceflity required, or 
occafion offered. 

The works of Ruddiman, for whigh he ha4 
made fuch previous preparation, fhew him to 
have been a confummate matter of the La^in 
language, {h) He was acquainted with Qreek. 

But 

( ^ ) On this fubje^l, Mr. Profeflbr Thomas Gordon of 
the King's College, Aberdeen, -wrote me, the 15th of May 
1 791, as follows : "From Mr. Ruddiman's Vindication of Bu- 
" chanan*iPJklms againfl Mr. Auditor Benfon, you will find net 
«* only his perfed knowledge of the Latin daffic authors, in 
** matters of profody, and grammatical lore, in general, but 
'< that he beats the auditor out of fight, in tafte, and percep- 
** tion of their elegancies. In my acquaintance with Eng- 
" liih gentlemen, or our countrymen, who had had an Englifh 
** education, I found that, when they read the Latin poets, 
'^ they paid attention only to the pundluation, not making 
f' any mora of pronunciation, at the end of a line, ^d much 
1^ Icfs paying any attention to the penthtmimers, aad other 

T 3 «* «»rura| 
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But he pretended to know nothing of Hebrew, 
any more than Buchanan, who, when he under- 
took to paraphrafe the Pfalms, ought to have 
underftood the original language^ in which they 
had been written. Ruddiman was acquainted 
with feveral modern tongues, though which par- 
ticularly, or to what extent, cannot now be afcer- 
tained. He wrote the Latin with correftnels, 
ho doubt, but certainly without the claffic happi- 
riels of Buchanan. Ruddiman's Englifh has 
^ggednefs, without ftrength, and inelegance^ 
without precifion. But, what h? plainly wanted 
in manner, he aipply fuppilicd in matter. Hi^ 
writings, whether they were compofed in liis 
early youth, or during his old age, are inftruftive^j 
^s might reafonably be ext>e9:ed frdni his iritel- 
left, his erudition, and his diligence, W hen he 
was drawn into controverfy he is often fevere, 
but he is never fcurrilous, though few polemics 
ever had greater provocation. It may gratify 
the reader to fee the following lift of Ruddi- 
man's Works, to which is prefixed the year of 
hfs age, when he executed each.; and to which 

f cspfura ; fo that, in their mouths, there was no diftinftion 
'* between reading a pafiage of Virgil, and an oratorical 
** paflage in Cicero's Orations. Out of my admiration of 
•* their fnperior knowledge in Latinity, I was, at a time, 
*' led away with this, till I was inftrudled by Mr. Ruddi- 
f* man, and afterwards i^ad his Vindicationy where this mat- 

V ter is treated of in a mafterly manner. As hx as I know, 

V no other writer has faid a fihgle word on that f^bjeft.'* " 

is 
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is fubjoined the date, when each book was fi- 
nifhed: 

The Year of The Date when each 

his own Age. was finiflied. 

ao. Rhetoricse Compendium, inccrto 1694. 

Auftore, a T, Ruddimanno 

turn juvene, admodum aliqui- 

bus locis interpolatum. MS. 

8vo. not publifhed. 
a8. Excerptions out of feveral au- 1702. 

thors. MS. 4to. not publifhed. 
23. Volufenus. Dc Ahimi tranquili- 1707. 

tate, Dialogusj cum prcfatione 
• Ruddimanni. Edin, 8vo. 
3^. Johnftonus. Gantici Sdomonis 1709. 

paraphrafisPoetica; cumnotis 

Ruddimanni. Edin. 8vo. 
36. Gawin Douglas's Virgil. The 17 10. 

Gloflaiy, with other prefixes, 

by Ruddiman. Edin. folio. 
39. Forreft's Vocabulary, Latin, and 17 13. 

EngUlh, improved by Ruddi- 

diman. Edin. 8vo. 
4a The Rudiments of the Latin 17 14. 

Tongue. Edin. 8vo. 
Grammatical Exercifes j or 

Turner's Praxis, adapted to the 

Rudiments, by Ruddiman. 

Edin. i2mo. 
^1, ^pchanani Opera Onmiai cum 1715* 
T 4 notis 
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Tlic Year of TbeDtte«faemcK& 

luso«]iAge. m 



noqs Riiddimannij 2 vols. 
Edin. folio. 

48. Epiftolse Jacol^ V' &c. of 17^2. 

which Ruddiman w]as die cdi- 
tOT, I voL Edin. Svo. 

50. Epiftolae Jacobi 4', &c. voL 2. 1724. 

Edin. 8vo. 

49. Ovidii Dcccrpta ex Metamor- 1723. 

phofcon i libris nods Anglicis, 
Willimotdi et Ruddimanni. 
Edin. i2mo. ^ 

5 1 . Granunadca^X^dnacInftitudones^ 17 25* 

&c. Pars Prima. Edin. 8vo. 

57. Pars Seciinda. Edin. 8vo. 1731? 

S3. SeleftaPocmataArchibaldiPit- 1727. 
camii. The prcfece by Ruddi- 
man. Edin. 8vo. 

59. A Diflertation upon the Way of 1733. 
teaching the Lann Language, 
&c. with remarks on John 
Clarke. 

63. Bujchanan's Pfalms; with notes 1737* 
by ProfefTor Robert Hunter, 
T. Ruddiman^ and John Love. 

65. Diplomata & Numifinata Sco- 1739* 

tiac The prcfece, &c. by 
Ruddiman. Edin. folio. 

66. Cridcal Remarks on Burman's 1740. 

Notc^ 
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The Year of The Date wbfcneAC^ 

hif own Age. w»» finiibe^ 

Notes on Ovid's Works, MS. 

folio, pp. 87, not publifhcd. 
68. Scott's Sermon on Pfalm xi. j. i742» 

The preface by Ruddiman. 
5^-68. The Catalogue of the Advo- 1733 

cate*s Library, begun in 1733, 1742. 

and printed, except the laft 

page, in 1742. 
71, A Vindication of Buchanan's Pa- 1745. 

raphrafe^of the Pfalms. Edin. 

8vo. 
71. NotesonBurman'sLucan. MS. 1745. 

folio, pp. 40, not publiflicd, 

73. An Anfwer to Logan's late Tita- 1747. 

tife on Goyernment, Edin. 
8vo, 

74. A Diflcrtation, concerning the 1748. 

Competition for the Crown of 
Scotland, between Robert 
Bruce and John BalioL Edia. 
8vo. 

75. Animadverfions on a late Pam- 1 749. 

phlet, intitled, A Vindication 
of Geo. Buchanan^ &c. Edim 
8vo. 
77. Titi Livii Opera. Edin. 4 vols* i75% 
i2mo. Ryddimanwastheedir 

78- A . 
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The Year 9$ The Data when each 

birownAge. was fioiihtd, . 

78. A Letter to Mr. John Garden, 1752, 
as to the manner, in which the 
Romans pronounced their own 
language. MS, 4to. pp. 25. 
not publiflied. 

80. Anticrifisj or a Difcuffion of a 1754* 
fcurrilous and malicious Libel, 
publifhed by one James Man 
of Aberdeen. Edin. 8vo. 

82. Audi Alterant Partem, &c. 1756. 
Edin. 8vo. 

Ruddiman, as he delighted in ftudy, colleftedj 
at a great expence, a library, from which, hav^r 
ing derived many of the advantages, and plea-. 
fures, of life, he hoped for pofthumous feme. 
As a coUeftor of books he began early, and 
continued late. When he made an inventory of 
his efFefts, on the 13th of October 1746, he va- 
lued his library, to which many volumes had 
been recently added, at three hundred pounds^, 
though it had coft him five hundred. When he 
made a fimilar eftimate of his property, on the 
15 th of May 1750, he apprsufed his library at 
four hundred pounds, as it had been much en- 
larged, fince 1746. The Bibliotheta Ruddiman^ 
niana was rather a icledion of ri%c moft valuable 
editions, than a coUcftion of rare claflks, either of 
the original works, or of early tranflations of them, 
which are the only claffics, during the infancy 

of 



H. 1757.] THOMAS RUDDIMAN. 2% 

of liCefattfr^. Rtfddiman made a catabgue of 
his books with his own hand, which fhows his 
judgment, as to the proper claffes, in which fuch 
a Kbrary ought to be arranged. This catalogue 
was printed, after his deceafe, (/) under the fol- 
lowing title, and comprehended the lubjoined 



arrangement. 



BiBLIOTHECA RoMANA, flVe, CutalogUS 

AuSIorunly tarn eorum qui vere Romania 
alias Clajfict appellantur, quim plerorum- 
que illorum qui literas Romanas reftitue- 
runt, vel quoquo modo iis excolendis 
promovendifque operam impendenlnt : 
^amm fere omnium Optimal accuratif- 
limafquc EditioneSj ingenti turn fupiptUjj 
pxm ihduftria, coUegit, et in ordinem di- 
geHlt Thomas RuDDiMANNus, A.M. In- 
clytij quod in Scotia eftj Jurifcmjultorum 
Collegiiy per quinquaglrita pene Annos, 
Bibliothecarius. 

Librorum in hac Bibliotheca corjtentonim feries 

ct difpofitio. 

Classis I. 

I. Scriptores Latini, qui Claflici appellantur, fe- 

( / ) It was printed at Edinburgh, by Walter Ruddiman 
^nd Co. 8vo, pp. 112, 1757. In the MS. catalogue I ob- 
ferve the following note, oft the edition of Horace, Lotet. 
1553. 4to. ** This given to Dr* James Douglas of LcMidon, 
•* who made it his bufmefs to colledl all the editions of Ho- 
f' race. I gave him other two, which he had not."^ Seve- 
ral other books arc marked, given away, Ruddiman, then, 
may be con^dexed a^ a generous colleflor of books. 

cundum 
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cundum temporum quibus clarucrunt ic- 
riem difpofiti. 

2. Fragmcnta vctcrum Scriptorum Latinorum. 

3^ Vetera quaedam Poemata Latina, dc quo- 
rum Auftoribus, vcl astatc, qua vixerint, 
inter cruditos haud convenit, vel denique, 
quas minoris pretii habentur. 

^ Scriptores quidam antiqui, quorum setas ig- 
noranturj vel qui ad fuperiorcs Claffcs 
minus commode reduci pofliint, 

5. De Jure civili, five Romano, libri. 

C L A s s I s II. 

I. Patrcs Ecclefiaftici,aliiquc audores Chriftiani 

vetuftiorcs, qui Latine fcripfcrunt: ferva-. 

to quo quifque claruerit temporis ordine. 
^ Poetae Latini Chriftiani, qui ante Seculum 

15, claruerunt, fecundum temporum, qui^ 

bus vixerunt, fcriem dilpofiti. 

C L A s s I s III, 

t. Grammatici, aliique auftores ve teres, qui dc 

Latina lingua fcripferunt. 
^. Grammatici Latini rccentiores, alphabetico 

ordine digefti. 

c L A s s I s rv, 

I, Poetse Latini recentiores* 

{I. Pc Pocfi ct Poetis ip genere fcriptores. 
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C L A S S I S V. 

1. Oratores Latini recentioris setatis. 

2. De Rhetorica fcriptores Latini recentiorcs^ 

C L A S S I S VI. 

Epiftolographi, feu cpiftolarum Latinanim re- 
centioris aevi, fcriptores. 

C L A s s I s VIL 
Philologi, litcratores, critici, aliique id genus 
cloqucntiae Romanae inftauratorcs, promotorcs ct 
cxcultorcs* 

C L A S S I S VIII. 

Lexicographi, aliique diftionariorum, glo0a- 
riorum, vocabulariorum, ct cujufcunque gene- 
ris, five alphabeti ordinc, five per locos com-r 
munes digeftorunn, fcriptores ; non Latini modo, 
fed et Grseci, Gallici, Anglici, Germanici, &c. 

Quibus adduntur grammatici Graeci. 

C L A s s I s IX. 
De puerorum refta educatione, eorumque ftu- 
diis, praefertim in lingua Latina rite ac prudentcr 
dirigendis, libri. Item, Diverforum auftorum 
de ftudiis in qualibet arte vel fcientia rite infti- 
tuendis, praecepta et confultationes. 



Classis 
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Classis X. 

I. Bibliothccarii, ct de libris in genere, fcrip- 

tores. 
2* Virorum eruditionc illuftrium vitae & clogia. 

3. Scriptorcs aliquot mifcellanei. 

4. Audlores nonnulli, qui praecipuam nominis 

famam propter fcrmonis Latini cloqucn- 
tiam et caftitatem libi pepcrerunt. 
5^ Infignium aliquot bibliothecarum catalogi. 

In each of thofe clajfesy the colledtion was va- 
rious, feleft, and numerous. Such was the li-^ 
brary of Ruddiman ! Though he had once de^ 
figned to bequeath it to the Faculty of Advocates y 
his generofity was, in the end, overruled by. his 
juftice. It remained, of courfe, in his poffeflion 
till his death; and no purchafer of the whole col^ 
leftion appearing, it was fold, by auction, at Edin- 
burgh, in February .1758. 

With all his genius, his knowledge, ^d his 
judgment, Ruddiman was one of thofe wife, and 
virtuous, men, who could not bring their minds 
to approve of the Revolution, in 1688. Whcdiei" 
he thought the greatnefs of the neceffity infufii^ 
cient to juftify the extent of the meafurej ot 
fuppofed> that a bad adminiftration might hav^ 
been meliorated, by Icfs violent meafuresj can^ 
not now be known. He plainly admitted, how-^ 
ever, when prefled upon the point, that an ex- 
A traordinary 
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traordinary revolution may be juftified, by an 
urgent neceffity, though he did not allow, that 
every petty clamour ought to warrant an uncom- 
mon change. And he was, of confequencc, as a 
politician a Jacobite^ though he was too wife, to 
be violent, and too virtuous, to be refrac- 
xx>rf.{k) 

" My principles,'' Ruddiman has been heard 
to fay, *^ induce me to be a quiet fubjeft, and a 
" good citizen :" " Your maxims," addreffing 
himfelf to his opponents, *^ lead you, on every 
" occafion, into the feditious confpiracics of Ca- 
^^ tiline, or into the wild profcriptions of Sylla.*' 
He admitted, however, that any« illegal aft might 
be refifted, either by a greater, or a lefs force: 
but, his reading had not fiimilhed him with the 
example of a conftitution, which allowed, that the 
laws might be refifted by any perfons, for any 
caufe. When the tax was laid upon plate, 
his wife propofed to follow the pattern, which 
was ftiewn by the friends of government, who 
endeavoured to evade it: "No," faid Ruddiman 
to her, mildly, " let us aft juilly, and fubmit to 

(i) In the pamphlet, entitled, Furius, it is faid, p. 18. 
" This gentleman [Ruddiman] being bred up in the princi- 
" pies of the nonjurant clergy in Scotland, became a 'violent 
*» champion for their caufe," On this paffage, our gramma- 
rian has a MS. note : ** T. R. was never violent in any 
*' caufe, far lefs in that, unlefs it be called violence, in one 
" to defend his own principles, when attacked." 

^* the 
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•* the powers that be, as wc arc commaxtdcd, in 
•* every thing, which does not interfere with the 
•* redinidc of our hearts, or die peace of our 
" confdcnces." For acting, in this maonerj 
like a true Chriftian, and a good fubjed, Rud- 
diman was iniliked by Le^an, the political 
preacher, as the fia^t o£ nen-refiftance. 

It was perhaps Ruddiman's reputation for/tf- 
€ckiifm^ which induced Mr. John Pinkerton to 
publiih, in one c^his books, the following charge 
of uncommon jacobitiijii. '^ Ruddiman was a 
** warm friend of royalty, and of the Hode of 
*' Stuart, fo much fb, that he firmly believed, 
" and often repeated, in convcriadon, that every 
** one of that line, who was to afcend the throne, 
'' was bom with a red hon imprefied on his 
^ right arm." And, Mr. Pinkerton added, in 
an authendcating note, " This was told to the 
** author [Pinkerton ] by the late ingenious Doc- 
** tor [Gilbert] Stuart, a rekdon (^' Ruddiman's, 
** and who had often heard Ruddiman infilling 
« onthis."(/) 

I have traced this tale, through all the mazes 
of its error, and all the Ihifts of its inalevolence ; 
in order to difcover, if Ruddiman was charge- 
able widi the imputed folly, by giving way to 
fuch weakneis. As women are generally the 
wicnefTes of men's imbecillity, I alkcd the wo- 

( /) Sec Tbt Imqmry imto the HifisTj 9/ SceiLzad, which was 
poLIifhed at Loodon^ 17S9, xhs LatroditSion. — p. 58-59. 

men 
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men of Ruddiman-s femily, if they had ever heard 
him *^ repeat in convcrfation'* fuch a tale : but, 
they iuifwercd, ^^ Never.** I inquired of thofe per; 
ions, who for feven years had read, aad written, 
(or him, when he could jjot read, or write, for 
himfelf, if they had ever heard Ruddiman " in- 
*/ filling on this" foqlery; but, having never 
heard of Mr. Pinkerton*s book, they were fur- 
prized, that fych a queftion fhould be alked, 
much inore, that fuch a charge fhould J>e made. 
I converfed on this fubjeft with the fether of 
Doftor Gilbert Stuart, the late Profcflbr George 
Stuart, who, having lived Jong in intimacy with 
Ruddiman, might have known his fecrets. The 
profeffor faid, laughingly, " That haying been 
'.' once with Mr, Ruddiman to hear a fermon 
V of Mr. Harper, (tn) the prea/:her feid^ that an 
*.^ ufurfer is ^aftly known from th right heir, by 
i^ wanting tb^ royal mark of a lion on his arpt ; that 
" walking from church, Mr. Ruddiman afked 
" him, how he liked th^.t part of the fcrmonj to 
" which he anfwered, that he muft firft examine 
5' his arm, for the infallible mark, before he 
*^ <;Quld tcU, whether he were a baft^rd. This 

ijn) }Ar. Harper, the^ pifcopal minifter^ was a man of too 
iplid an undeirfl^nding to entertain fuch follies, and a 
preacher of too much difcretion to teach fuch abfurdities, to 
intelligent auditors. He died at Edinburgh, in an advanced 
age, on the 19th of December 1765, and was regretted by 
thofe, who admired hi^ talents, and knew his wortli. 

y 5^ anfwer,V 
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*> anfwer," fald the profeflbr, " made Mr. Rud- 
" diman fmile, but did not provoke a reply.*' 
Here, then, is the embryo of the ftory, which 
Gilbert Stuart, by his creative powers, firft am- 
plified into falfehood, and, by frequent repetition, 
at length impofed upon credulity, as a faft. 

1 have, in this manner, tried to perform the 
hard tafk of proving an unfatisfaftory negative, 
in oppofition to a confident affirmation. 1 will 
now endeavour to eftablifli a more convincing 
affirmative. Such was Gilbert Stuart's laxity of 
principle, as a man, that he confidered ingratitude 
as one of the moft venial of fins. Such was his 
conceit as a writer, that he regarded no one's 
merits but his own. Such were his difappoint- 
ments, both as a writer, and a man, that he al- 
lowed his peevilhnefs to four into malice; and 
indulged his malevolence till it fettled in cor- 
ruption. Forgetting that his family owed fa- 
vours to Ruddiman, Gilbert Stuart became ha- 
bitually aftive in repaying obligations with in- 
juries. He firfl: attempted to detraft from Rud- 
diman's reputation, as a fcholar, and afterwards 
laboured to ruin his charafter, as a man. With 
the mean defign^ of gaining thefe malicious ob- 
jefts, he made Mr. Pinkerton the dupe of his 
profligacy, who liftened with open ears, to the 
improbable falfliood, which, with ready pen, he 
hafte^ed te divulge to the world, without en- 
quiring 
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quiring much about its origiflj or caring little 
about its end :'* — ( » ) 

'* Rumores fuge, ne incipias novus author haberi.'* 

While the ftory of the red lion was yet 
ft'riiggling for admittance among the bufy, and 

belief 

( » ) In proof of the affirmative, which I undertook to 
cftablilh, I beg leave to lay before the reader a letter from 
the Rev. Robert Walker, whom I have already mentioned, 
as the amanuenfis of Ruddiman, dated at Watlington, Nor- 
folk, the 9th of February 1791, and to whom I had written 
concerning the ftory of the red lion r-i-*' YoUr letter gives 
*' the firft hint to me of the idle traditionary report, concern- 
'* ing the impreffion of a red lion on the slrm of the prince, 
•* in the Stewart-line, deftined for fovereighty. And it is, I 
*' think, a fcurrildus reflexion on the judgment of a mani 
*^ who was fo cautious of retailing anecdotes by word, or 
" writing, as Mr. Ruddiman, without ftHA hiftorical evi- 
** dence. From himfelf 1 had no fwch information ; and if 
** any fuch ftory refted on his authority, or became current, 
^ I lived too long in Edinburgh, and its viqinity, not to be 
" told of a Gircumftance fo common. Mr. Ruddiman lived 
*' long, but he never talked at random, or repeated legendary 
*' tales, as fads. He did not fo far furvive himfelf as to fmk 
*' into dotage> and retained a clear judgment till he loft the 
. " ufe of ipeech. Your incidental mention of the late Doftor 
*« Gilbert Stuart folves the myftery. That he was altogetlier 
'' free from literary pride, I would not affirm. Of Mr. Piil- 
" kerton, t know nothing. But, Dr. Stukrt Was jealous of all 
*' contemporary writers^ and treated mbft adventurers> in that 
*« line, as Sclolifts, and Garr^tteers. If any of them came to 
*' him for information, he would amufe them with fidlitious 
*' anecdotes ; and vilify them for their credulity afterwards. 
" Mr, Ruddiman was his relation ; bat even him he did not 

U 2 . ** fpare.JUtt 



^ 
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belief among the wife, a freih attack was made 
on the &me of Ruddiman^ from the handj which» 
by erefting a monument, was to eternize his 
worth. " It had of late become fafhionable, it 
** fcems, to fpeak of Ruddiman, in terms of the 
" higheft rcfpca." {0) While the worU was 
thiis doing juftice to Ruddiman^ fadion imagined, 
during the bufy year 1792, tiiat it would help the 
defigns of part}^ to elevate Buchanan^ and to de^ 
prcfe Ruddiman^ by reviving the foi^tten Cen- 

•• fpare.— -I was once converfing witfc tbe dodor alK>Bt Mf. 
^ Raddiman's clabofaie and critical account of Buchanan's 
" works, prefixed Co the folio edidon of 17159 and of his 
** raafterly fldll in Laiin profody. His reply was, that, of 
«' the former, Mr. Ruddioun was not the author, and that of 
«« the latter he knew little or nothing. The pre£ice, he 
** faid, was written by Mr. Walter GoodaL This cannot be 
" true, for fuppofe it was written in 17 14, Mr. Ruddiman 
'* was then forty, and the other fcarcely exceeded the age of 
•* a fchod-boy. Hb, Mr. Ruddiman's, Treatife on Profody, 
•• inferted in his grammar ; his arrangement of Buchanan'^ 
>* verfitieation. in al! its kinds and combinations; his curious 
•• remarks />/ i\inii Bttcbanani MetHsy fubjoined to the po- 
«« ctical works of Buchanan (as the other is prefixed to the 
•« Phlmorum paraphrafis.) and his ver>- critical Vindication 
*' of Buchanan from the ohjecHons of Louder and Benfon, are 
•* fpt^cimcns of his exquifite (kill in the minuteft niceties of 
•> Latin profody. From thefe llridurcs, I prefume you wiH 
** ni>t hefitate to concur with me in opinion, that Do^or 
*< Stuart did not icruple to niiilead Mr. Pinkerton, and had 
^ no regard to Mr. iNjjdJiman*^ honour, as a grammarian, 
•• editor, and critic." 

J e ) See Lord Gardcnilonf 's Mifcellanies, p. 257. 

Jtre 
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Jure of Jame§ Man, though Ruddiman had been 
dead five-and-thirty years. And, zeal once more 
ran about the ftreets of Edinburgh, foliciting ca- 
lumny to employ her ufual arts, for gaining the 
low objefts of fedition. It was one Callender, 
who has fince been outlawed for feditious prac- 
tices, that wrote Memoirs of Buchanan, as the ve- 
hicle of his attack on Ruddiman. It was Lord 
Gardenftone, who publifhed thefe Memoirs, in 
his book of Mifcellanies. Callender, then, filled 
the mortar with thofe detraftions, which were to 
blaft the fame of Ruddiman : and Gardenftone 
fct the match to the murderous artilleryj. 

In Lord Garden stone's Miscellanies, 
page aSOi there is the following note i " Mr. 
" George Chalmers of London is at prefent 
" writing Ruddiman's Life, in which his treat- 
^^ ment of Buchanan ought to ftand/foremoft.V • - 

Being in this manner called upon, I Ihall give? 
my opinion of Ruddiman's treatment of Bu-^- 
chanan. And, I think, that it was exadlly wha^: 
it ought to have been. Ruddiman evcfty wher^^l^, 
fpoke of Buchanan as a great genius, as an extra- 
ordinary fcholar, and as an admirable poet : He 
even wrote an elaborate vindication of Buchanan's 
Pfalms, againft the hypercritical objeftions of 
auditor Benfon. As the editor of his works, 
Kuddiman endeavoured diligendy, as we have 
(een, to correft the errors of the copyift and the 
printers i to afcertain his dates; to adjuft his 

U 3 mis- 
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mis-ftatementoffafts; and to rcftify his mifrc- 
prefentation of charafters. In performing thefe 
ufcful fervices to Buchanan, and to the World, 
Ruddiman a6led as an able editor, and 4 good man. 
Yet, muft it be allowed, that emendatory critics 
have not hitherto^ j(ior even Ruddiman himfelfj^ 
merited the high honours, which are due only to 
abfolute infallibility. 

But, while Ruddiman did ample juftice to Bu-» 
chanan, as an author, he did not, with the abfurdity 
of the late James Man, or the foUy.of our prefent 
detraftor, deem Buchanan perfeft, as a man. He 
diftinguilhed accurately, as Dempfter (p} had; 
done before him, between his moral principles, 
and his intelle^ual endowments. And they, whof 
cannot, with Ruddimaii, admire Buehanan^s abr- 
lities, as a writer, yet, at the fame time, defpifc 
his charafter, as a man, have many prejudices of 
party to conquer, and many leflbns of morality to 
learn. 

When Ruddiman fat down, at the age of forty, 
to publifh the works of Buchanan, he regarded 
his author, as more miftaken than fraudulent; 
but, when he had advanced beyond his grand 
climafteric, he difcovered his author to haye beer^ 
more fraudulent than miftaken. Like a true critic, 
Jie treated Buchanan, according to the lights, ia 

(/) In that very rare bool^, S^otorum Serif forum Nomen^. 
^Iftura, 

which 
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which he feeheld him ,• gently as a miftaken man; 
roughly as a fraudulent man. Neverthelefs, he did 
not accufe Buchanan of crimes : he did not re- 
proach him with ingratitude ; though it niuft be 
admitted, that he did date fafts, in his notes on 
Buchanan's life, from which ingratitude might 
have been inferred by a malicious adverfary. 
Such was Ruddiman's condu^ft, as the editor of 
Buchanan, in 17 15. And, it was not till Ruddi- 
man had been perfecuted, for almoft forty years, 
by bigotted pertinacity, that he did fay, Bu- 
chanan had been accejfary to forgery ; that he did 
infift on Buchanan's ingratitude^ by publifhing, in 
1749, the letter of privy-feal, whereby Queen 
Mary conferred on ^^ Maifter George Buchquha- 
^' nan, for all the dayis of his lifFe, an zeirlie 
*^ penfioune of five hundred pundis, ufual money 
^^ of this reahne." {q) 

Yet, 

{q) Animadveriions on the Vindication of Geo. Bu- 
chanan, Appendix, No. i . being a copy from the record. In 
December 1 567,^here pafled an adl of parliament, confirming 
all gifts and peniions by our fovereign Lord's mother, fince 
Auguft 1560. [i Ja. 6. No. 20, of Glendook's A6ls.] This 
parliamentary confirmation, after the expulfion of Mary, had 
a fad efFedl on the gratitude of the times. Of the real value 
of that annuity we may form an adequate judgment from the 
fubjoined extrad of a letter [In the paper ofiice] from Ran- 
dolph, Queen Elizabeth's ambafTador, to Cecil, her minifter, 
dated at Edinburgh, the 26th of February 1561.-—'* There 
« are now growing new controverfies between the Lord 
*f Gray and Lord Hume, for the receate of money for at- 
f< temptates. The Lord Gray lookethe to be paid as money 

U 4 ^ y . *' \s 
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Yet, dur writer of Memoirs now comes for- 
ward, with a happy mixture of ignorance, and 
fophiftrjr, to infift, that Mary ilever granted a 
penfion to Buchanan ; that it was impolfible the 
fuperftitious Mary ever would prefer an apoftle 
of febeUion, as a penfioner ; that, of confequencc, 
the charge of perfonal ingratitude to his fovercign 
is unfounded; The fophifter defignedly turiis 
his face from the letter of privy-feaJ, which dc- 
tnonftrates, thiic the ^een gave the apoflle a pen- 
fion, on the 9th of Oftober 1564. Hej there- 
fore, ^jrf«^j againft the fall: And^ he attempts, 
to lead his readers into a wildcrnefs of fophifins, 

•• is current in England. The Lord Hume ftardeth upon 
" an old cuflom of fcur pound Scottilh for one pound En- 
•• giiih. The matter hath been debated here in counfel ; and 
•• 1 am required \o v, rite their opinions, which are; that in 
•• as much as the cuiU .:i ;o a:-ci^nt slnd never otherwyfe iifed, 
" and that at other tymes, when the 2d. peeces of England 
" wore no more worth than the babye of this country, \\«*» 
«• 16 in value but i d. yet they were content to receive the 2d. 
•• Deer as it was then current, loiing a ob. in ever)' pece 
•• ihey iook : They lay tl.at it is alfo impo&ble for them to 
" |\ol Knglilh money, And the gold of Scotland is no more 
•* current in England then their filver; bycaufe thcr is 
•• more prefcntly to demand owte of Scotland then is to be 
•• gfven from thence as (upon Monday next 60I. fterling\, 
*• to be pay*d for one byll, and (bbrtly for three horfes of 
•• the Lord Gray's.)**— Such was the ftate of Scotland, in 
1561. when there was more diiEcuIty to ^^yjsxty pounds^ 
than there would bc> tx prtfent* to pay fix hundred thou- 
kndl 

that 
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that they may not behold the Record of Bu^ 
chanan's Conviction. — The apoftle^idi not 
apoftatize till Mary had no longer any penfion to 
give. 

With genuine confiftency, our Memoir-wri- 
ter, neverthclefs infills, that Murray may hav6 
advifed this adl of munificence, though Mary 
conferred it. We have, however, the evidence 
of a record, that the Queen gave the penfion: 
but, there is no proof, that the minifl:er advifed it. 
Randolph^ the friend of Buchanan j and the enemy 
of Maiy, who was a witnefs of her bounty, in- 
formed Cecil, that the Queen had given Bu- 
chanan the temporalities of Corfragwell. ( r ) If 
then, the requital of evil for good be the definition 
of ingratitude, it is demonflirated, that Buchanan^ 
who wrote the Detelfion of Mary's Doings^ was 
guilty of pcrfonal ihgratitude to his beneficent 
fovereign. I have ftated all thofe points, in 
direft anfwer to the before-mentioned callj in 
order to Ihew, that Ruddiman was right, and that 
his detraftor is wrong. 

Ruddiman, however, is not aqfwerable for the 
mifconceptions, and mifreprefentatioris, of thofe, 
who, in their hiftoHcal refearches, have profited 
by his various labouris. Nor, am T to juftify 

( r ) Randolph wrote from Edinburgh^ on the 24th of 
Odober 1564, to Cecil, ** Buchanan hath the temporalities 
*' of Corfragwell given him by the Queen." [fceith 259.] 
S-He was made penfionary of Col-fragwell. 

what 
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what fuch hlflorians may have faid of Buchanan^ 
forgeries, or Buchanan's perjuries. But, I iwfl 
fupport what Ruddiman did indeed aflert, ( J ) in 
anfwer to a petulant challenge of Logan, " That 
^ it can be demonftratcd, the Earls of Murray, 
^^ and Morton, the Bifliop of Orkney, the Lord 
^* Lindfay, and the commendator of Dumferm- 
'^ ling, who fwore, that the letters, which they 
** produced as Mary's, wxre none of her*ss 
" but that thofe, who fwore the letters were her's, 
" were themfelves the forgers of them/* The 
declaration of Murray and hi? colleagues, on the 
loth of December 1568, (/) will for ever re- 
main the record of their guilt. By the tenour 
thereof, they teftified, avowed, and affirmed, 
upon their honours and confciencey ^' That the faid 
** miffive writings, fonnetts, and obligations^^ 
*' were undoubtedly the faid Queen's proper 
" hand write." When we recolledt how clearly 
thofe letters, and fonnets, have been proved to be 
forgeries, {u) it is impoflible to read that affi- 
davit 

( s ) Anfwer to Logan, p. 291-2. 

( / ) It was publifhed, in 1727, by AnderTon, in his Col- 
!rcl. vol. 2. p. 259; and in 1754, by Goodal, in his Appen- 
dix, No. 24. 

(«) By Bifhop Lcflie, in 1569; by Mr. Goodal, in 
1754; by Mr. Tytler, in 1760-90; but moil decifively 
by Mr. Whitaker, in 1789-90, who is of opinion, that the 
eperuiive work, of forging the letters, was performed by 
Lcthington, and of forging the fonnets by Buchanan. The 

over- 
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davit without abhorrence. Thus, they fworc, 
fays Ruddiman, what no honeft man can iwear; 
not, (as they ought) that they believed^ or bad 
ground to tbinkj thcfe letters to Bothwell were 
written by Queen Mary: But, they fwore, that 
thefe letters were undoubtedly her's. (x) Bu- 
chanan, indeed, did notfwear: he only juftified 
what his friends had fworn ! 

Yet, the Memoir- writer feels no indignation at 
the perjury, which had provoked the contemptu- 
ous cenfure of Ruddiman. He fays, with great 
coolnefs, that the ground of objeSion to Juch fuoear-* 
ing is ridiculous. He tells truly, that the evi- 
dence, arifmg ex comparatione literaruniy is known 
to every mortal. And he afferts hiftorically, 
what is not to be credited, that Jucb oatbs are ad- 
mnijlered every day in our courts ofjujlice. (jy) 
But,— 

" Judicium reddit 'verum narratio 'vera** 

The objeftion is not to the legality, or to the 
mode of the proofs the objedion is not to Mur- 
ray, and his colleagues, as competent witneflcSj^ 

overpowering (Irength of Mr. Whitaker's Vindication con- 
fills, in proving an alibi y that is, he eftablifhes various^tf^ff/, 
which, being true, prove the impojfibility of the letters and 
fonnets being genuine. Btfort/uchfads, verbal criticifms 
^y, like the falling leaves before the winter's blafl. 

{ X ) Anfwer to Logan, 292. 

^ J Lord Gardenftone's Mifcell. 255, 256-8. 

to 
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to prove thfc fimilarity of Mary's writing: Buty 
the obje6Hon is, that when the witneflcs gavef 
their teftimonies, they fwore pofitivelyy diat the 
letters were undoubtedly Mary's, though they had. 
not feen her write them ; though they coukl not 
know that fhe had written them i they fwore po- 
fitively that to be true, which they knew to be 
abfolutely falfe. . Thus> have I once more ihcwnj 
that Ruddiman was right, and that his dctraftor 



is wrong.- 



Let us proceed a ftep further in this nefarious 
tranfaftion. During the conferences at York, 
Murray, and his colleagues, fent to the Duke of 
Norfolk, the Eari of Suffex, and Sir Ralph Sad- 
ler, who afted as Elizabeth's commiflioners, Se-^ 
cretary Maidand, James Macgill, George Bu- 
chanan, and Henry Balnaves, in order hy /ecrei 
conference^ to fhew them fuch circumftances, as 
fliould induce the commiflioners to judge Mary 
guilty of the faid murder. For this end, they 
fecredy ifhewed the commifllonei^ feveral letters, 
ballads, and other writings, which were clofdd in 
a little coffer of filver. And Maitland, Mac- 
gill, Buchanan, and Balnaves, did then, and 
there, faid the commiflioners to Elizabeth, ( 2 ) 
" conftantly affirm the faid letters and other writings^ 
" which they produced^ of Mary^s own hand^ to be 

(«) See the commiflioners' letter to Elizabeth, in 

GoodaPs Appendix No, 47 ; and fee particularJy page 
14.0-142. 

9 ''her 
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f^ her own hand indeed \ and did offer to swear 

" and TAKE THEIR OATHS THEREUPON." But, 

with what d^jTign did they affirm, and offer to 
fwear to the genuinenefs of the letters, and other 
writings ? With defign, faid Elizabeth's commif- 
fione^rs, " to condmne the ^eene of ScoUis of the 
^^ faid murder.'' In this mirrour then, we be- 
hold Buchanan, adjng as a fecret agept, for a 
villainous purpofe ; he affirms writings to be ge- 
nuine, which he did not know to be genuine : 
he offers to fwear to the authenticity of the Pai,- 
LADS, which he knew to be forgeries ; and, with 
the fpirit of anaflaffin, he attempts hyfuppofttitiou^ 
evidenfCy to copyicSb his Queen, ,g^d Jb^nefadrefi, 
of murder. Yet, our detraftor charges Ruddi- 
9ian with malicious error, in (peaking of But 
chapan's ingratitydf ! 

But, fays the writer of his Memoirs, Buchanan 
did not forge the letters. For, the fabrication of 
then) was the fole contrivance of Maidand, as 
Mr, Whitaker has fhewn : tje might haye alfo 
added, that Mr. Whitaker has equally proved, by 
ftrong circumftalnces, that Buchanan fo/ged the 
ballads, {a) Now, according to our legal rea- 
foner, Buchanan was not guilty of forgery : for, 
he did not forge the bond : he only fof gcd the 
bank-note. Neyerthelcfs, Ruddiman never faid 
jhus much, nor fpoke thus plainly of Buchanan, 

{a) Vindication, vol. 5. p. 58-60. 

thou^ 
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though he knew, that there exifted fufficient evi- 
dence to confign him to indelible difgrace. 

This evidence, Mr. Whitaker, with an acute- 
nefs, which is peculiar to himfelf, hath at length 
found, and with a clearnefs, that fcldom illumi- 
nates the world, has plainly produced. He has 
evinced, beyond the power of contradiction, that 
Buchanan publiftied a fabricated^ in place of a 
genuwe, letter of the Earl of Lenox, the father of 
Darnley. By contrafting the real, with the fifti- 
tious, letter, Mr. Whitaker made the fabrication 
apparent to the dimmeft eye : and, in this fatif- 
fectory manner, was the forgery fixed upon Bu- 
chanan, fo as to ftrike the dulleft underftand- 
ing(^). 

But, our Memoir- writer infifts, that Buchanan 
did not rebel againfl: his Queen ; fince the rebels 
were vtSlorious. In his fyftem of ethics, it feems, 
the event difcriminates the offence : the highwayman, 
who efcapes the purfuit, is innocent: the regi- 
cide, who eludes deteftion, is guiltlels. Yet, 
Ruddiman never faid, that Buchanan was a rebel, 
nor that his moral charafber ousrht to de^ 



{}) The genuine letter of the Earl of Lenox may be feen 
in Anderfon's Colledlions, vol. 1 . p. 47 : the forged letter 
of Lenox is in Anderfon, vol. 2. p. in: and, fee the two 
letters contrafted in Mr. Whitaker's Vindication, vol. 3; 
i'- 335-7» -^nd, fee vol. 2. p. 85-86, how Buchanan ma- 
nngcd his falfehoodsjr in his Detedion, and his Hiilory. 

a i-ivc 
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rive its genuine colour from his ultimate fuc- 
cefs:— 



« Carcat facceflibus, opto. 



** Quifquis ab eventu fada notanda putat." 

Our writer of Memoirs is pertinacioUfly de- 
termined to convift Ruddiman of afferting what 
cannot be defended: for, Ruddiman faid, it 
feems, that Buchanan had been appointed by 
James V, the preceptor of his baftard fon, James, 
the Prior of St. Andrews, inftead of James, the 
Abbot of Kelfo. The detraftor thus detefts, in 
179a, a petty error, which had been firft difclofed 
to the world, by Mr. John Love, in 1 749. (r) And 
which, Ruddiman confeffed, (^ in i754> that 
he had committed, with Le Clerc, Sibbald, and 
the other biographers, who preceded him. But, 
in our detradtor's creed, repentance does not in- 
fure mercy. 

The faft is, that the Life which has been pub-* 
lifhed, as if it had been written by Buchanan 
himfelf, though it was written by Peter Young, 
has egregibufly mifled all the fubfequent biogra-^ 
phers. This life, notwithftanding the commen- 
tary of Sibbald, and the annnotations of Ruddi- 
man, is ftill fo obfcure as to be often unintelligi- 
ble; it is fo vague, as to be fometimes contra- 
diftory; and it is fo general, as to be frequently 

{c) Vindication of Buchanan. 
(«/) Anticrifis, p. 1 50, 

felfe. 
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felfe. Our Memoir-writer has given himfclfnQ 
trouble to illuftrate the dark, to reconcile the 
ppppfite, or tp dej;pft the f^e. lie is cmly ac- 
tive in fixing charges of abfurdity on j;bofe, whq 
wandered about in this maze of error, withQut 
finding the path- way of truth. 

Our detraftor ra^fes the horfe-laugh of folly at 
Ruddiman^ for endeavouring t6 reftify Jthe life, 
which had afferted, that Mary appointed By^ 
chanan the preceptor to her fon, in 1565, at the 
time fhe was only married, but not a mother. 
Yet, there is nothing abfurd in fuppofing, what 
Young ftates, in his Life, and what Buchanan af^ 
fcrts, in his Hiftory, that the granimarjan, whp. 
was writing verfcs to Mary, on her jnarriage, ii) 
1565, may have been foon after dcftined to be 
the inftruftpr of hej- future iffue. 

The zealots who, for two centuries, hayc de- 
fended Buchanan, not only a§ a great fcholar, 
but as a man of perfeft charader^ have ftrenuy 
oufly infifted, that as he had never derived znf 
favour from Mary, Ihe was not entided to any 
gratitude from him. Our Memoir-writer, fol7 
lowing this track of his predeccflbrs, endeavours 
to fhew againft Ruddiman^ what had been al- 
ready fhcwn by his former antagonifts, that Bu- 
chanan was appointed the principal of St. Leo- 
^nard's College, by the Prior, and not by the 
^^cen. This pofition is rather problematical 

5% 
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thdn certain : (e) yet, there can be no doubt, 
but Mary made Buchanan ihe prnfioner of Corf- 
rag'tJOeli. 

It wasi on this Head, juftly obfervcd by Rud- 
dimah, that if all had Seen true of Mary^ which 
ambition had fotgedj and malice hadfpreadi it 
was riot for Bu^harian, who lived on hc« bounty^ 
to expofe hei^ faults. The envy of Elizabeth, 
the policy of Cecily and the rivalry of Murray^ 
might have found other pl^ns to difpcrfc their 
fcandalsv But, if it be true, that time has efta- 
blilhed the innocdnce of Mary j if it be true^ that 
the DeteSlion of Buchanan is founded in forgery 5 
what Ihall we fay of his gratitude, as a penfionerj 
or of his morals, as a man ? ^he peteSionj thus 
falfe, and fcandalous, had ere long funk into 
oblivion, but for the fucceflive ftruggles of truth, 
to gain a decifive afcendency, over the maligni- 
ties of faftion. But, Buchanan, . being without 
gratitude, and without niorals, executed a deeper 
defign, with a more malicious purpofe* If he 

{e) It is certain, as the records prove, that, the dean and 
Chapter of St. Andrew's appointed James Wilkie td be the 
fucceflbr of Buchanan, as principal of St. Leonard's, though 
Patrick Adamfon had been deltined to that office by the 
parliament, on the recommendation 6^ Buchanan, when h6 
jefigned, in March ij69-;^o. Willcie was ^dmittifd, and 
a6led; but Adamfon never vvas admitted, nor afted.^ I am 
obliged to Mr. Profcflbr Barroii for this important faft, 
who featched the univerfity tecotds for mCi 

. ' X deliberately 
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deliberately tranfcribed into his Hiftory, (/) 
which, with his patrons, he hoped would be im- 
mortal, his malevolence, his wifehoods, and his for- 
geries, with the defign of tranfmitdi^ the dilgrace 
of Mary to futurity, the queftion of his ingratitude^ 
as it Minilhes fixmi our fight, in die blaze of his 
knavery, leaves us only to inquire, if Buchanan 
were not one of the moil profligate of men, in a 
moil profligate age. (g) 

The 

(/) The hB, is, that large paflBiges were Gtenlly tnii« 
icribed by Bachanao, from his Dctedion into his Ififtory, 
as Raddiman has remarked. [Ankiuuk on Lowe's Vindka* 
don, p. S7l 

(^) I will give two ftrikipg examples of the grofe profligacy 
of that reforming age. The /rji horn a letter in the Paper- 
Office, dated at Edinbargh^the 12th Odober i565,frQm Ran- 
dolph, Queen Elizabeth's ambaffiidor, in Scotland, to Sir Wil- 

liam Cecil: ^ By cawfe of one thinge your H.[oiioixr] 

^ ihall not dowte, bat knowe for certayne, that fiMDewyfemen 
'* are ennemics to this goremment, as the great and nol>lemeQ 
** the L. [aird] of Liddingeton is as farre in, in this matter as 
** any other. Ofthe fame band and league are the Earl Morton 
** and L.[ord] Ruthec; theie onlye efpye their tymes, and 
** mayke fayer wether nntyll yt come to the (»nche. I here 
^ feme good words fpoken of the L. [ord] Eriken, bnt tmft not 
«■ myche antyll farther triall." — In this letter of Randolph, 
who was in thtjta-et of thofe afFairs, and was the caide of that 
profligacy, wc lee, that Liddingtok, tht Jtcrttmry of fiate, 
and MoRTOK, the ccwscfLcr, did not, niih the bravery of 
MMrra7, run ou: into open rebellion : with a more fell defigi^ 
they remained in the Queen's caHnet, in order to betray 
her. Liddimpu:, not long after, forged the Qaeen*s hamk 
writing, i^ith the purpofe of CQairiSing her of murder. Mtr* 
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The late writer of the Memoirs of Buchanan^ 
cxpeding doubtlefs to cover his difgrace, under 
the artifice of recrimination, aflerts, {h) " that 
** Mr. Ruddiman is fometimes in the fituation of 
*^ attempting to make a reader believe, whaf he 
" does not believe himfelf'' Yet, whatever may- 
be our detraftor's zeal of calumny, he brings no 
proof of his charge. He does not produce a 
lingle paffage, which Ruddiman wrote, and iM 
not believe himjelf. Ruddiman was a man of piety s 
it is, therefore, improbable, that he would write 
what he did not himfelf believe. Ruddiman was a 
man of probity : it is, therefore, not to be credited, 
that he would propagate, wh^t he did not himfelf 

ton ere long affifted Darnley in afTailinating Rizzio« and af- 
terwards helped Bothwell to aflaffinate Darnley. When we 
behold the chancellor, and the fecretmry of ft ate ^ a&ing with 
fuch aggravated profligacy, what ought to be faid of the'm^* 
rah of fuch an age? 

.The y^roffi/ example is contained in a document^ which I 
found in the Paper Office ; and which proves, that ** twa men, 
« the ane namyt Johnne Gibibnne, Scottiihman, preacher, 
*« and theother Johnne Willokisjdefcendit of Scottifh progc- 
" nitors, now [the 2 2d April 1590,] baith lying in prifoan at 
" Leyceiler, were cowvi3ed by a jury of robbery *'-^TYi\$ docu- 
ment is an application by Sir Robert Melville^ and others, to 
Queen Elizabeth for the pardon of the t^wo con*vi£is. And fee 
Keith's Hiflory of the Church and State of Scotland, p. 64- 
88-101-104-128-145-491, for an account of JohA Wil- 
locks, who was the reforming coadjutor of John Knox.— The 
two examples, which I have now fubmitted to the reader, 
will, I flatter myfelf, fuificiently ihow, that the petiod^ 
wherein Buchanan flouriihed, was a moft profligate age 

{hi) Lord Gardenftone's Mifcellanies, p« 257. 

X 2 believe. 
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believe. And, Ruddiman a6ted, throughout a 
long life, upon the virtuous principle that, 

•* PuUbra eft concordia cordis €t oris;** 

and fo, was incapable of performing the profli- 
gate part, which is afligned him, by our drama- 
tical manager of Buchanan's Memoirs. 

When we fee faftioufiiels renew the cenfurcs 
of zeal, which had often brought calumny to her 
aid, it is natural to afk, who was Buchanan, whole 
witchery fo long perfccuted Ruddiman, whofe in- 
fluence now violates decorum, and whofe name 
continually agitates conteft. This queftion, how- 
ever, can only be anfwered, by infpefting, with 
fome minutenefs, (be Life of Buchanan, which has, 
indeed, been written, by various pcrfons, though 
without any activity of diligence, or much atten- 
tion, either to the authenticity of the incidents, 
or to the adjuftment of the chara<3£r. 

Sir Robert Sibbald publilhed, in lyoa, the 
Life, which was certainly compiled by Sir Peter 
Young, and yet is ftill faid to have been written 
by Buchanan himfelf, with a commentary, that 
fupplied fome circumftanccs, without forming 
any juft eflimate of his perfonal worth. (/) Rud- 
diman endeavoured to amerid the old narrative, 

( z ) Cotnmeniarius in Fitam Georgij Buchanani, ab ipfomet 
Scriptam, Edinb. ex Typ. Geo. Mofman. An. 1702 — 12®. 
There i« a print prefixed, by James Clark, which reprefentv 
Buchanan, as very old, and very ugly. 

by 
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by afcertaining dates, and to continue the bio- 
graphical ftory, by adding fubfequent events. 
Yet, he left much to be done by future biogra- 
phers, and fomething to be contefted by fuc- 
ceeding bigots, who have generally been too 
much engaged in controverfy, to find leifure for 
any wide fearch for additional fads ; and too fond 
of admiration, to be able to form an accurate judg- 
ment of his genuine charafter. (k) 

From the foregoing confiderations, it fhould 
feem, that the queftion, who was Buchanan, may 

{k) Early in the prefent century, George Crawfurd, the 
well-known writer of the Officers 0/ State, addrefled, " Pr07 
" pofals to the gentlemen of the fumame of Buchanan, for 
«♦ writing, and publifhing, the life of the learned, and celc- 
** brated, hiftorian Mr. George Buchanan, who ivas direSfor 
" of the chancery y and lord privy ieal of Scotland." He 
wrote the Life, of which I have extrafts; but, he feems not 
to have received any encouragement to puUiih it. There 
were given out at Glafgow, on the 20th of April I7S^» 
printed propofals for printing, by fubfcription, the Life of 
the learned and celebrated hiilorian, and antiquary, George 
Buchanan ; by the late George Crawfurd, efq. hiftoriogra- 
pher ; but, it would feem, with no better fiiccefs. Strange ! 
that Crawfurd, who had made fo much inquiry about ibe 
Officers of State, fhould have been of opinion with the vul- 
gar, that Buchanan had ever been the DireSor of the chancery, 
Crawfurd, however, claims the honour of being the firft, who 
difcovered " Buchanan's parentage, which had never before 
** been difcovered ;" and which, after all his refearches, he 
did not precifely afcertain. Were we to aflc the lateft bid- 
grapher of Buchanan, ivbo his father was reputed to he, he 
could not tell. 

X 3 even 
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wherein he was matriculated, in 1524. (9) 
Here, was his perfon noticed, his genius recog- 
mzed, and his want fup[^ied, by John Major, who 
was then a profeflbr in St. Saviour-s college, and 
aflcflbrto the Dean of Arts. («) In October 
1525, when Buchanan, was not yet twenty 
years of age, he obtamed, in this uniyerfity, the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts. (^) It detra^ 
nothing from the talents of Buchanan, that he 
was educated as a pauper. Major, returning to 
France, during the fununer of 1 5 26, carried Bu- 
chanan with him. He now placed the obje& of 
his kindnefs in what is at prcfcnt called the Scotch 
College of Parisy which, at that time, had to 
boaft of profeflbrs, who were profoundly learned, 
and of ftudents, who fucccfliyely difplaycd un^ 
common erudition. Irvine, who did not very 
diligendy afcertain the amount of the favours, 
which h^d been conferred by Major qn Buchanan, 

( « ) Sibbald's CoAunen^ry, p. 65. 

{0) M'Ketizic's Life oi Major, vol. ?. p. 34?. Irvine'^ 
Nomenclatura : The word Major. 

(/) On the 3d of Oftober 1525, George Buchanan ap- 
pears in the lift of Bachelors of Arts, on the Faculty Re- 
ei'ler, with the letter P. fubjoincd to his name. This enlr^*, 
with the (ignificant letter P. was made by the keeper of the 
Regifter, at the time. The P. denotes that he was a pauper, 
or a burfar. For this entry, and other accurate information, 
I am indebted to the aftive kindnefs of Mr. proleilbr fiarrcMi, 
wlio (earched the Univcrfity Regiftcrs for me. 

has 
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ha§ yet reprobated witl> unquajitipd indignatioii^ 
tjie fngratitu4e of Bijcljanftn, whg, after enjoying 
the pafroijage of E^ajor, wrote contcmptuoufly of 
his talents, by applying, wifh an alluf^on to his 
uame, the wellTknown farcafnj, Splo Cognomine 
Major. (^) Buchanan^ meai) wl^le, entered oq 
hjs fti*dies,jvfith the ardour^ which was natural to 
him. And, on the yoth of Oftober 1527, \^ 
^43 a4n)itted, in this college^ to the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts { as he had alrea4y ol?tained the 
faipe degree, in the univerfity of St. Andrew's, (r) 
Academic honours now fell feft upoo him. Iqi 
March 1528^ whpn he was ^yanced into the 
fwenty-rfecond year of his age, he obtained the 
degree of Mafter of Arts. On the 5 th of May 
1529, he entered into competition with George 
Draipier, a German, de procuratorio munere : ( J ) 
3ut, Buchanan's countrym^j Robert Wauchop^ 
who had fucceffiyely obtained, by his merit, 
jcvery honour, wh|ch the uniyerfity could bc- 
ftP^> ( ^ ) was, on that occafion, clefted nmd vice, 

{a) Nomenclatura : The word Major. 

(r) An. 1527, die lo*. Menfis O^lobris, Georgius Bu- 
phanaQus> Diocefis Glafguenfis^ admina3 fuit ad gradam 
Baccalaureates, qu^m adeptus erat antea in Univerfitate S» 
^ndreae.— —[Rcgifter of the ^cots CpU. of that date.] 

( s ) The fame Regifter of thofe dates. 

( / ) M'Kenzie's Lives, vol. z. the preface p. vii. and the 
Regifter of the 5th of May 1 529. 

foys 
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fays the Regifter. Upon his return to Paris, in 
1526, Buchanan was foon fulpefted of Luthc- 
jranifm. Yet, he gained the objeft of his Wifhes, 
on the third of June 1529, when he was chofcn 
Procurator Nadonis. (u) It was about this time, 
probably, that he began to teach grammar, in the 
college of St. Barbe. , 

Mean time, Buchanan was entertained by Gil- 
bert, Earl of Caffilis, whom, for five years, he 
either pleafed by his wit, or inftrufted by his 
knowledge. It was, during this intercourie of 
pleafure and advantage, that Buchanan tranflated 
Linacrc's grammar from the Englifh into Latin, 
which he printed at Paris, in 1533, and which, 
being the firft of his works, that was lent from 
the prefs into the world, he dedicated to the Earl 
of Caflilis, his pupil, with whom he returned to 
Scotland, in 1534. 

Lord CafTilis, at this rime, carried Buchanan 
with him into the country, where the poet in- 
dulged his own temper, and pleafed his patrons 
by fatirizing the monks. In return, they acculed 
the fatirift of libertinifm. This did not, however, 
prevent James V. who was himfelf a poet, and a 

{u) An. 1529, die 3* Menfis Junij, M. Georgius Bu- 
chananus, Levinianus, Diocefis Glafguenfis, eleftus fuit Pro- 
curator Nationis. [Extr. from the Coll. Reg.] For the 
curious, and fatisfa6lor)% extrads, from the Regifter of the 
. Scotch college, at Paris, I owe a kindnefs, and the public 
ikw obligation, to Mr. Gordon, the principal. 

2 libertine. 
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libertine, from appointing Buchanan, during the ' 
fummer of 1536, the inftruftor of his natural fon, 
James, by Elizabeth Shaw, of the family of Sau- 
chiei, who was afterwards the Abbot of Kelfo, 
and died without i/Rie, in 1548. (x) While 
thus employed, he was commanded by the King, 
it is faid, to write more fcvcre ftriftures on the 
Francifcans, who, having oiFended thcjr fove- 
reign, gave the King an opportunity of gratifying 
his fplcen, at the expence of his policy. The* 
poet, on that occafion, produced, in an evil hour 
for his own quiet, the mifcellany, which was 
afterwards entitled The Francifcan. The whole 
body of the clergy, who faw aftorm approaching,* 
were offended at what they deemed an unpro- 
voked attack. Cardinal Beaton exerted his 
power to avenge their caufe. The poet was im-^ 
prifoned in the caftle of St. Andrew's, from which, 
he was delivered by the interpofition of Bea- 
ton, a nephew of the Archbifhopof Glafgow. (^ ) 
Buchanan, fearing for his life, though the purpoifc 
had probably been, to correft his petulance, more 
than to injure his perfon, made his efcape, in Fe- 
bruary 15.38-9, to England; where he found 
Henry VIII. perfecuting, with peculiar impar- 

(;i:) Crawfurd's Hiftory of the Stuarts, p. 38. It was 
not, then, James Stuart, the regent, whom Buchanan had the 
honour of inilrufting, as Sibbald, Ruddiman^ and the other 
biographers, have niillakingly related. 

(^ ) Jcbb, vol. 2. p. 486. 

tialityy 
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ti^ity, both the Protcftants and Papifts. In this 
extremity, the poet was protedted by Sir John 
Rainsford, who enabled him to make his retreat 
ir)to France, (z) At Paris, he is faid, contra- 
diftorily, by the origina} writer of his life, to have 
mtt his old perfecutor the Cardinal, who hacj. 
gone there as ambaflador from Scotland. And^. 
Buchan^, fearing for his fafety at Paris, wa3 in- 
duced, to accept the invitation of Andrew Govea, 
who made him one of the teachers, in the new 
college at Bourdeaux. Here, was he inftruding 
fcholars, and writing poems, when the Emperor 
Charles V. came, there in November 1539, to 
whom he prefented very elegant flattery^ in ibme 
charming verfes. 

At Bourdeaux, he taught for three years ; and 
in this period, he compofed his four tragedies, 
with the defign, as it is faid, to draw the youth of 
France, from modern allegories to ancient m.Or 
dels. Being frightened from his elegant, and 
ufeful, labours, by the plague, he returned, in 
1544^ to Paris, where he taught, for feveral years, 
the fecond clafs, in the college of Bourbon. It 

(«) Randolph's Letter to Peter Young, 15th March 
1579-80, Epift. Buch. Op. Rud. edit. — That part of the 
Life of Buchanan, from his return to Scotland, with the 
Earl of Caffilis, till his efcape, is fo grofsly mifreprefented, 
that it would require much time, and fpace, to reftify the 
miftatements, and explede the faliities. The only defence, 
which the fair inquirer after truth has againfl falfhood, is not 
to believe improbabilities, without proof. 

was. 
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was, probably, during this period, that Buchanan 

^ aftcd as one of the domeftic tutors of Mon- 
taigne. 

At the age of forty-one, he accepted the invi- 
tation of the King of Portugal, by means of An- 
drew Govea, with whom going to Lifbon, in 1 547, 
he was appointed one of the profeffors, in the 
new college of Coimbra. He loft his friend 
Govea by the ftroke of death, in 1548. The" 
times were turbulent, and our profeflbr was im- 
prudent : he ate, and he talked, in a manner, that 
offended the prejudices of the country. For thcfc 
offences, he was, in 1549, committed to prilbn, 
where he lay a year and a half; and whence he 
was only releafed to be fent to a monaftery, in the 
cells of which, he might learn of the ihonks the 
ufc of obfervances, and the benefits of filence. It 
was in this confinement, that he began to tranf- 
late the Pfalms into fucha verfion as will preferve 
his memory, when his other writings fhall be no 
longer read. 

Being at length difcharged, he was maintained 
awhile by the King's bounty. But, wifhing for 
independence, or defiring change, he failed, iij 
1552, for England, which being then too much 
convulfed, by the ambition of nobles, to afford 
him a livelihood, he went to Paris, foon after the 
raifing of the fiege of Metz, on the 26th of De- 
cember 1552. During an age, when every bat- 
tle 
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de had its poet» this evcdc» he was induced to ce« 
kbrate in a poem, which he wrote unwilhogly^ 
knowing that his friend Sangclafius had already^ 
on the fame topick, exerciied his happ7 muie. 

In July i554j he fent his Jephthcs to the 
pfefs. (tf) This fine tragedy, he dedicated ta 
the Marcfchal de Bri£^, who was, by this atten-- 
don, induced to employ Buchanan^ as the teacher 
€)f his fon, Timokon dc Cofli, who rofe to be an 
accomplilhed gentleman, and a great commander. 
In the fituation of tutor, our poet continued, 
(faring five years, gping with his pupil fbmedmes 
into Italy, and firequently into France. In this 
ftadon it was, that he wrote his learned poem on 
the Sphere. He found leifure, during theie pere* 
grinadons, for ftudying polemics^ which fiimifhed 
topicks of prefent correipondence, and flipplied 
motives of future action. 

He probably fixed his refidence at Paris, in 
1560, but without any certain fubfiftence. In 
this diftrefs, he naturally applied to Queen Mary, 
who, with her ufual munificence, accepted his 
verfcs, and relieved his wants, (i) Being now 
without employment, he, at the end of four-and 

{a) Jephthes five votum Tragocdia, Authore Georgio 
Buchanano, Scoto. Parbijs M.D.LIIIL Apud GuiJt 
Morelium. 

(6) Mem. of Caflelnau, in Jebb, vol. 2. p. 486. 

twenty 
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twenty years, returned to Scotland, fomc time 
in 156 1, at the age of fifty-five, but without hav- 
ing any permanent provifion. (c) 

On his return to Scotland, in 1561, Buchanan 
had the gratification to find, that his old enemy the 
cardinal had been afTafTmated, the Francifcans ex- 
pelled, and that the reformers were triumphant. He 

( r ) At what time Buchanan finally returned to Scot- 
land, has been a fubjedt of difpute. Ruddiman cogently 
reafoned, *' That, as he aflerts himfelf to have been aUent 
"*< fbur-and-twenty years, and departed, in 1539, he niuft 
** have come back in 1563." But, reafonings muft give 
way to fa&s. The fubjoined extraft of an original letter, ia 
the paper-office, from the well-known envoy, Thomas Ran- 
dolph, to Mr. Secretary Cecil, dated at Edinburgh, the 3otli 
January 1561, demonftrates, that Buchanan was certainly at 
the court of Mary, in January 156 1-2, and had been pro- 
bably in Scotland, for fome months before :— »'' Yt is nowe 
,<* thoughte upon agayne whoe is fettefte to be fent from. 
" thys Quene t'attende upon the Quene's Ma*** £6t the 
** better contynuance of intellegcnce w*^ her HyghQes« 
'^ Of anye that I knowe David Forreftc is lykly^e, and 
" mofte defyerethe. He is reftored agayne unto his office. 
« Ther is w*^ the Queue, one called Mr. George Bowhanan, 
^' a Scotiifhe man, verie well lerned, that was (chollemafter 
*' unto Mons*^ de Brifack's fone, very godlye, and hoiiefi^ 
« whome I have allwayes judged fetter than anye other that 
" I know." — Our great poet was then only eae^ Bowhanan, 
who had been a fcholU-mafiery and was 'very 'well learxed^ 
But, Randolph and Buchanan foon became better acquainted. 
I incline to think, .with Mr. John Love, that Buchanan re- 
turned to Scotland, in May 1561, with the Lord James, the 
prior of St. Andrew's, who ere long became the Earl of Mur- 
ray, and the patron of BuchanaiU {Vindication^ p. 61 .] 

only 



J20 THE LIFE bF [S. tif^, 

bnly followed his inclination, when lie joititd ttic 
popular throng, and avowed his unqualified ptb- 
teftantifm. Yet, he attended the court of Mafy, 
who had alfo returned to her native kingdom, in 
Auguft 1 561; and, was by Mary, chofen foon 
after to be the fuperintendant of her ftudies. {d) 
He was naturally noticed by parliament, when he 
was thus diftinguiftied by the Queen, The par- 
liament, which affembled at Edinburgh, in June 
1563, appointed Buchanan, among other perfons, 
who Were either high in office, 01^ noted for know- 
ledge, " to infpeft the revenues of the univerfi- 
** ties, and to report a model of inftruftion." He 
was by the afTembly of the kirk, named, on the 
agth of December 1563, among chofe, who were 
mod confiderable for rank, or eminent for litera- 
ture, ** to revife the Book of Difcipline." {e) 
And, in June 1564, he dedicated his Francifca- 
nus ad Fratres to the Earl of Murray, whofe 
power he knew, and whofe patronage he courted. 
The foregomg events did not check the benc- 

{d) This anecdote is contained in the following cxtraA 
of a fetter from Randolph to Cecil, dated at St. Andrew's, 
the 7th of April 1562, in the Paper Office:— « The Queen 
" readeth daily, after her dinner, inftrufted by a learned 
^ man Mr. George Bowhannan, fomewhat of Lyvie." — 
This tranfaflion did honour to both parties : to Mary, in 
thus employing her leifure : to Buchanan, in having fuch 
a fcholar to inftru^, in the beauties of Livy. 

i^e) Keith, 529. 

ficcncc 
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licence of Mary, which was only bounded by heV 
fortune. On the 19th of Oftober 1564, tte? 
Queen gave the poet a penfion of five hundred 
pounds Scots, during his life. In faft, flic con- 
ferred, on the objed of her bounty, the whole 
temporalities of the abbey of Corfragwell,(/) after 
the abbot, Quintin Kennedy, who was the bro- 
ther of his old fcholar, the Earl of daflilis/ had 
been driven away, in 1563, by perfecutiori; 
From tlie epoch of that munificent grant, Bu- 
chanan called himfel^ in his official documents, 
tbepenjioner of CorjragwelL {g) Crawfurd comforts 
himfelf, by refleftingj that other great men, who . 
had obtained grants of ecclefiafecal revenuesi 
were alfo called penfioners. If we recoUeft, that 
the higheft ftipend of the Proteftant miniftcrs 
was then only three hilndred marks, this muft 
be allowed to have been a handfome provifion 
for a needy poet, {b) When he was about td 
publifh his Pfalms, in 1565, having the Quecn^s 
bounty frelh in his recoUedlion, he dedicated that 

(/) Keithy p. 259.-^Ruddiihan, as we have feen, publifh- 
ed thi Utter ef Privj SioJ^ contaiining the penfion. [Animad; 
toft^uch. Vindic. Apx. N6. I.] 

(f ) Sibblld*! Conimeiitaryj p. id* 

{h) The Scots money was, at that tiniej as fix to oh^ tit 
ike Engliih. p^ith's Apx. 1x8.] 

T ikif 
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fine veriiOD to his royal bcnc^drcft, in tliafe 
elegant verfes, b^nniog: 

« Nympha, CakdooiaBqinB nimc fclkiter one 
<" Miik per innaiiieios fccpcn tneris vffnJ* 

Buchanan, who then rcfidcd at St^ Andrew's^ 
was in future to exhilaiate the gaieties, or to par- 
ticipate in the diiafiers, of his country. He 
preicnted vcrfes to the Queen on her marriage, 
the ajdi of July 1565. (i) He ofoed hb 
Straia to Damky, at die commencement q( the 
year 1566. (i) And, iirfien Murray, his patron, 
having aded n^bellioufly, was denounced a 
rebel; when the adherents of that ambitious 
bafiard were threatened with punifhment, 
if diey Ihould difturb the country; Buchanan 
probably though it prudent, at the ▼cigc 

(i) In Keith, 540, there is 2 record, which proves, that 
Buchanan then fived at Sc. Andrew's. He «-as at E^barglt 
00 the x^ of Jg!/ 1566, when he wrote to Peter Danid^ 
amsdtbi 9e cxq ia ti c mi of tbt ccmrt^ ami ilt uuor'ctmtMU •ffidt^ 
Mgfii complaining of the typogr2^>hic2Ll enors of his P(alxQS ; 
and iendii^ him copies of his poems. 

(i) It was acxtelj reznarked by Rnddimas, that h I9 
evident finom the Sirema^ Bachasan was in Scetlaod, on the 
ift of January 1565-6. [Ar.isid^j.] Byxonfidering this, 
and the £ift nicntioned in tiic piecedicg note, I have con- 
vinced royfclf, that Buchanan never recu>ved to France, af- 
ter the year 1 561 ; though I osce thought, thai he had re- 
turned 13 Paris, when Murray was ejtpelkd fiooL Scotfand^ 
in September 1565. 

of 
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t)f .fixty, to court the lultng powers. Murray 
md hk other friends were, however, reftoredi 
011 the 19th of April i566y after being driven 
j&om Scotland, by the difingenuity of Elizabethi 
Md the difapptobation of their cotmtrymen; Bii- 
<:hanan was, about that timcj appointed the prin-^ 
jcipal of St. Leonardos College at St; Andrew's^ 
which had been founded by James Hepburn^ 
the prior, in Auguft 1512; In that univerfity 
he was fucceflively chofen one pf the four elec- 
tors of the reftor, during the years 1566, 1567^ 
and 15683 and was even appointed rice-reftoi' 
by the objeft of rfieir choice* (/). 

Mean time the murder of Rizzioi on the 29th 
bf March 1565-6^ the affaffination of Darnley^ 
on the loth of February 1 5 66-67^ and the marriage 
of Mary with Bothwell^ on the i6th of May 
1567, were fad events, which fucceflively in- 
fluenced Buchanan^s future fortunes; The gene^ 
iral aflembly of the kirk was convened at Edin- 
burgh^on the 25th of June 15673 jiift ten days 
ifter the (Jjjeen's imprifonmcnt. At the a^e of 
fixty-one, Buchanan was unanirnocfly choierf 
the moderator^ who accepted the charge pro bdc 

(/) Buchanan was chofen^ on the 3d of November i$Sj^ 
bne of the affeflbrs of the Dean of Faculty of Arts; who wai 
to afTiil himi in taking trials for. degrees. And he was chofen 
aj^eflbr fbr the laft tiine> on the 2d of November 1569; Z9 
appears by the Univerfity Regiflers. [Sibbadd's Commen- 
tary^ 65.] fiut> it does not appear, that Buchanstn, doling 
that period* taught a dafs. 

T 2 HHeei 



S«6 THE LIFE OF [B. 1674, 

the period between the 1 8th of September^ and 
the 20th of O&ober 1568, that Buchaiwi drew 
up the firft flcetch of his DettStion^ by order of 
the Scottifli cotnmiffioners ; {p) for the purpofc 
of loading his fovcreign with guilt. In the De^ 
ie&wn it was, that he piMfhed the ^brieatsed^ 
iov the genuine, letter of Lennox, (y) The ia^ 
£unous fcene of thofe mif^ trania&ions was at 
kngth (hifted from York to Hampton Court. 

Buchanan went, in O&ober 1568, to Weft- 
minder, where hi$ talent for intrigue, and hi9 
readineis of accommodation, wcr^ ftiU more ne« 
ccflary. Here, were the conferences agiiQ re* 
Hewed by Elizabeth, with her wonted artifice, 
and carried on by Murray, with yet greater baic^ 
nefs. It was on the loth of December 1568^ 
that Murray and his colleagues formally dedared^i 
.'* on their honours and confcieftces, that the 
" miflive writings, fonnets, and contrafts, were 
*' Mary's proper hand-write j" though they 
knew the letters and fonnets to be forgeries, (r). 
It was, during the fubfequcnt conferences at Weft- 
minftcr, that Murray and his colleagues exhibited 
Buchanan's BeteSiottj in the firft draft, as 
matter, which they offered to juftify before Eliza^ 

(/) Anderfon's Colleftions, vol. 2, p. 262-3. 
{q) Mr. Whitaker'i Vindication, vol.3, p. 235-7- 
(r) See their affidavit in Anderfon's Colledions, vol. 2^ 
259— and in Goodal's Apx. No. 24. vol. 2. p. 92. 

I beth 
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beth and her minifters. {s) Buchanan^ in this 
manner, became the willing inftnunent of £li-> 
i:abrth's deceit, and Murray's villanies; in order 
to difgrace his bencfeftrcfc. On the nth of 
January 1568-9, Buchanan appeared at Hamp-- 
ton Court, with Murray and his colleagues, hc% 
to face with the Biikop of Rols and Mary's other 
commiifioners, who acculed Murray and his aflo* 
ciates of being the murderers of Damky; and 
who offered to fupport their accu&tion by proo6* 
In this tranfaftion, which has ftained Scotland 
with lafting reproach, Buchanan afted his part 
and fhared in the difgrace. (/) On the next 
day, Murray, notwithfbuiding thisaccuiation, was 
by the cunning of Elizabeth fent away to Scot^ 
land, and, by the hatred of Elizabedi, was Mary 
detained in priTon ! 

In the midft of thofe iniquitous proceedings, 
Buchanan beftowed his blandifhments on the 
court of London. He offered, on the i ft ol 
January 1568-9, a New Tear*s Odi to Elizabeth, 
in which, with poedc licence, he ga^e her the 
mind of Minerva, and the form <^ Venus. He 
flattered the wife, and daughter, of Cecil, wid\ 
llbveral copies of appropriate verfcs* He pre- 
fented an encomiaftic fonnet to Anthony Coke 
ahd his learned dau^tcrs. {u) Whether Bu- 

(/) Anderfon's Collcfticms, vol. a. 263. 

( / ) See the record in Goodars Apx. Np. itz. vol. %. 307. 

<») Rad. BocIl VqL t. 95-6. 

Y 4 chanan 
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chanan were difmiflcd with a folid penfion for 
his empty praife, I think uncertain, notwithftandT- 
ing the affertions of biographers, (x) who too 
often believe, without caufe, and aflEert, witbouc 
proofs^ 

Buchanan returned to St. Andrew's, in April 
1569; (j^) and now performed the more quiet 
fiinftions of St. Leonard's College. On the ad 
of November 1569, he was appointed, for the 
}aft time, aflcflbr to the Dean of the Faculty of 
Arts. And, in March 1569-70, he refigned the 
office of principal to Patrick Adamfon, who ap- 
pears, from the rccordsj, to have never aded, 
though he had been recommended by Buchanan, 
and was approved by the parliament. It was at 
the convention of eftatcs, which aflembled at 
Edinburgh, in March 1569-70, ^' for taking order 
" in the affairs of this common wealth," that 
Buchanan was permitted to refign his charge in 
the univerfity, with the defign of dedicating his 
whole attention to King James, who had entered 
the fifth year of his age. The nomination of 
Buchanan to this great truft was not by the 
ftates, fis biographers have fi^ppofed ; (2) for, 

{x) Mackenzie's Life of Juchanan, which quotes the 
.Cotton MSS. in the Britiih Mufeum. Notes to Scot's Stag^ 
jeering State of Scotch ytaiefmeny p. iio.-»->Mackenzie is no^ 
jufliiied by the Cotton Manufcripts; yet, he may have re- 
ceived prefents for his poetry, like Erafmus, and the ot^f r 
poets of that profligate period. 

(y) Sibbald's Commentary, 66. 

{j£) See the record in Ruddiman's Notes on Buchanan's 
Life, 9. 

he 
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)ie had been sdready nominated preceptor^ in 
1565, if we may believe his own affertion. (tf) 
And thus, does Buchanan himfelf afcertain the 
dilputed feft, that he was certainly nominated 
preceptor by the Queen herfelf, at fome period 
prior to the fad epoch of her extorted abdica-* 
tionj(^) thpugh the cx^ft date cannot at pre-^ 
fent be clearly afcertained, 

Buchanan was meantime deprived of his pa-» 
tron, the earl of Murray, by a ftroke of revenge 
from the hand of Hamilton, by which he fell, 
on the 8th of January 1569-70. Buchanan wrote 
his epitaph and panegyrick ivith a grateful pen. 
And, ow poet and politician gave vent to unquali- 
fied indigfiation, by writing ^^JneAdmopition Direif 
^* fo the tr^ L9r4ih'* if) This is ^ party ^.pam- 
phlet, 

{a) Buchanan fays exprefsly in his hiflory> [Rud. Buch. 
vol. I. 386.] " Ut ex ijs, qxxoz mater, antequam fe regno ab- 
*f dicarat. Alio tatores, nominaverat.'' 

{h) In the conimiflion> which appointed Thomas Bucha- 
nan the keeper of the privy feal, when George Buchanan his 
uncle reilgned in his favour, there is the following recital:—- 
f' That o' So«rane Lord underftanding ye trew and thank- 
^' ful fervice done to his maj^5« be his wcill belovit clerk 
** Mr. George Buchquhannan> penfionar of CorfragwcU, con* 
** tinuallie fen his hienes coronatioun alfweiU in intruding 
*' of his majeftie in virtue and letteres as uyerwyifs upon 
f« his perfon," [Record Privy Seal, 30 April 1578. B k. 45. 
fo. 57.] 

(r) It was firll printed by Robert Leckprevick, in lamo. 
at Stirling, 1571 : it was printcdi^ at London, by John Day, 

in 
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I^hkc, compiled in party languagt , and fat partf 
purpofcs. He thereby endeavoured to tarn d^ 
reientment of man, and die wiadi of God, vipoi^ 
the idiole race of Hamilton. Of coorfe, hift 
tract, which was printed in i57i> was written in 
the accuftomed fpirit of recrimination, widioitt 
candour, or nuxkration, or truth. 

The death of Murray, which was regre t ted by 
Elizabeth with indecent forrow, was the caufe of 
interefting events, which gave emfdoyment to the 
talents, and diverfity to the life, of Buchanan. The 
Earl of Lennox was, after fbme delay, dic^n re- 
gent, in the room <^*Murray, by Queen Elizabedi^s 
influence. In his turn, Lennox was ere lei^ kill- 
ed, during the aflault of Stirling. The Earl of 
Mar was ibon eleded to that dangerous ftation,* 
in the place of Lennox. Buchanan, we are told by 
Crawfiird, was as great a favourite of Mar, as he 
had been of Murray. When Mar died, in O&a- 
bcr 1572, the Earl of Morton was eleded his 
fucceflbr, who was the fourth r^nt, that in die 
Ihort period of five years had now held that pre- 
carious office. A civil war raged, for many 
months, with the peculiar iuncour of die 
Scottifh feuds. Men's minds had been already 
corrupted by the violences of the Reformation. 



in 1571 ; and^ again, at St. Andrew's, 101572, lamo: whence 
wc may infer, that it was propagated with great diligence* 
by.thofe, who hoped to profit from its influence. 



And^ 
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And, confpicudtu characters, who had &crifice4 
their morals on the altar of innovation, had an 
cafy ftep from Marjr to her fon, from regent to 
regent, from the confiftency of principle to the 
tergiverlations of vice. 

In the foremoft rank of devious ftatefinen, muft 
be placed, with unrivalled pre-eminence, Mait- 
}and of Lethington. It was this extraordinai^ 
genius, who, having been fecretary of date to the 
unhappy Queen, continually betrayed her to Eiiza- 
iKth', who fecretly promoted the rebellion againft 
his fovefcign, in 1565 ; and who proceeded to the 
fummit of wickedneis, in forging his miftrels's 
hand-writing, for the odious purpofe of convidin^ 
her of the crime of aggravated murder. It was 
he, who.adled as an underhand agent with Bu^ 
chanan, for impofing on the E^glifh commiflloh- 
fcrs, at York. It was he, who offered himfelf, at 
that difgraceful moment, to fwear with Buchanan 
to the genuineneis of his own &bricadons. But, 
after the deceafe of Murray, he attempted to 
bind up the bleeding wounds of his country. The 
moment, however, that he began to aft honeftly, 
Buchanan fell upon him. The fatirift expofcd 
the fliifts of the ftatefman in The Cbam^lm,which 
he wrote, durmg the fummer of 1570, and foon 
fent to Cecil, among whofe papers, it was after- 
wards found. This fadre, though compofed in 
orofe, is written with all the ingenuity of poetry; 

yet 
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yet is it embittered by its inve£tive> and d^cadecl 
by its coarfenefe. ( </ ) 

An attempt was mean time made, during dio 
nutumn of 1570, to flop the efililion of kindred 
bloody by a treaty, which Elizabeth was to ma^ 
l»gc, for her own intereft, with her accyilomed 
artifice. She fummoncd all parties to appear be- 
fore her at London. Morton, Dunrferroling^ 
and Macgill, came to the court at Greenwich, 
on the 9th of February 1570-71, on behalf of 
the infant King. They gave in a paper, fiiy^ 
Cecil, to prove the lawfulnds of dethronmg Queen 
Mary (e) The a£t of dethronement gratif^d 
Elizabeth ; but the jullification of it difpleafed her. 
In the moment of difcontent, fhc might have told 
them, in her own imperious tone : ** It is true, 
gendemen, that every nation, when afting by 
its conftitutional authorities, ;nay exert a valid 
power over all perfons, and all thmgs, within 
its jurifdidion. But, it is not every leader of 
a mob J it b not every body of diflidents, what- 
ever their pretences may be; it is not every 
h&ion of nobles, whatever may be their mo- 
tives, who can rightfully overturn the confti- 
tution, or over-awe the magiftrate.** The treaty 
ended in difappointment ; becaufe it had been 

{ii) It fccms not to have been printed in that age. 

(e) Cccirs Diary, which is annexed to Murden's 

papers. 

begun 
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begun without finccrity, and was conduftcd with^ 
out feirncis, to any national purpofe. 

The flame of civil war broke out anewi 
when frefh fiiel was thrown on it, by difappointed 
hopes^ by fadtious refentments, and by feditious* 
writings. Dunbarton Caille, which had hitherto 
continued in the charge of Mary's governor, wad 
fiirprizcd by the dexterity of Captain Crawford, 
in March I57i* In it, was taken, among other 
perfons of great confideration, Hamilton, the 
Archbifhop of St. Andrew's^ who had fought 
flielter in this infulated fortrcfs, foon after the 
batde of Langfide. He was immediately carried 
to Stirling; where he was tried for imputed 
crimes, which could not be proved, and con- 
demned under an aft of attainder, that had been 
pafled at one of the irregular conventions, 
during thofe tumultuous days. On the firft of 
April 1 57 1, he was hanged as a common male- 
faftor; (/) to gratify at once the perfonal ha- 
tred of the regent Lennox, and the religious 
prejudices of a bigottcd populace. 

Buchanan indulged the dark pafTions of his 
foul, by writing the Archbifliop's e][)itaph. (g) 
" The poet begins, by informing us," fays the 
late writer of his Memoirs, (^) *^ that our pa- 

(/) Spotfwood, p. 252. 

(g) Rud. Bttch. vol. 2. p. 86. 

{if) Lord Gardenftone's Miftellanies, p. a^/. 

" rent 
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•* re«t Earth now breathes lighter fincc defivered 
" from the burden of fuch an abominable mon** 
" ftcr J that att Ae angels of darkncfe have beeri 
** &ttgued in preparing for his reception; and 
^ that every other department of perdition noW 
** ftands ftillj the whole tortures rf Tartarus br-- 
*• ing devoted to a fingle viftim. After paufingf 
*f with complacency on diis charitable prolpcd,' 
** he concludes^ by profefling his regret, diat thii 
** Primate^s carcafe had not been caft to the 
" dogs."— Such was Buchanan's faragencfs; and 
fuch is our paraphfaft^s malignity ! ( / ) 

Were profe entitled to the peribnifications or 
poetry, we might, with a profaic pencil^ aMb at- 
tempt an hiftorical pidhirc* — Thus, we behold 
the poet, and his paraphraft, colledtmg the dog$ 
from the fliambles of Stirling : they hound them 
upon the Archbilhop's corpfe* The Hmbs of ac. 
perfon of the higheft rank, who had been mur- 
dered binder the form of law, are torn in pieces.- 
Xhe dogs gorge themfclves with the blood of the 
Primate, who had fallen a facrifice to religious 
bigotry. The poet and his paraphraft enjoy die 
%ht : they partake of the prey. With the bru- 
tal ferocity of French Democrats^ they fix thcif 

( / ) The late Lord Hailes remarks, in his Catalogue of 
the Lords of Seifion, notes, p. 4. '* The tragical fate of 
" Archbifliop Hamilton, in 1 571, is well-known. Buchanan, 
" in fevcral fatirical epigrams, fpeaks of the manner of hiff 
** de^tb with ihe mefl illiberal, and favage, exultation/^ 

fangs 
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fings in the Archbiihop's heart : thcf tear om the 
Primate's bowels : and> fimned ^th gorcy and 
gaiping with fiuy, they run through the ftreets o£ 
^Stirling; inciting the populace^ with frantic cries> 
to make new iacrifices, and to praife God for 
the paft! 

But, neither the inveteracy of the regent, nor 
the brutality of the poet, put an end to civil dif- 
cord, though the infult .offered to the Primate 
may have gratified both. The parliament, which 
Lennox aflembled, during May 1571, in the 
Cannongate of Edinburgh, fat only four daysi 
becaufc the cannon of the caftk played upon the 
convention. In this fhort period, however, this 
meeting of partizans paflcd various afts of at- 
tainder, (k) which only embittered perfonal 
animofity. Among other perfons of inferior con- 
fequence, Maitland of Lethington, and his brother 
John, the prior of Coldingham, who wag the 
keeper of the privy-fcal, were attainted. This 
office had been long enjoyed by thataccomplifhed 
j&mily* Sir Richard Maidand, the £ither of 
Lethington, who is now better known as a poet^ 
and a coUeftor of poetry, had been appointed for 
life, on the 20th of December 1562. This aged 
ftatefman refigned the privy-feal to his fon John, 
who was alfo appointed the keeper for life, on 
the 26th of Auguft 1567. The attainder of die 

(i) Spotfwood, p. 253. 

prior 
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prior of Coklingham, and the fiivouf of the rc- 
gpnt, transferred the privy-feal to the cuftody of 
Buchanan* in May 157 1, (/) who W4S at lengtb 
rewarded for his fteady attacfamerit to partjr^ and 
for his recent feniices to Lennox; 

When Buchanan was thus appointed the 
keeper of the privy-feal, which gave him a par- 
ticipation in the government, and an addition to 
his income, he had palled his grand climafteric^ 
and was advancing fad to fixty-fix. Yet, he 
continued his correfponderice with the fcholars of 
the age ; with Rogerfon and Daniel, with Bezi 
and Tycho Brahe. And, he partook of Ac 
Ihocks, both perfonai and political, which the 
quick fucccffion of regents gave to his diilrafted 
country; by the death of Lennox, in 1571, and 
the appointment of Mar, his fucceflbr j by the 
death of Man and the elevation of Morton to the 
regency, in November 1572. But the leifurei 
which his various avocations allowed^ and the 
rcpofe, that the gout permitted, was employed 
on The Hiftory of Scotland, which, having beeit 
long expeftcd^ was wifli fully looked for by thofe^ 

( /) CrawfiiM's Officers of State, p. 142. I, however, have 
i MS. note of George Crawfurd, which fays,' thkt Bochanaiif 
was appointed to the office of keeper of the privy-feal; oH 
the 19th of Odober 1570. The jnoft diligent fearcbf 
could not find the appointment of Buchanan to that high of- 
ncc among the records. He may have poflibly been ap- 
pointed, during thofe irregular times, even before the at- 
tainder of Maitlandi; 
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Who, having urged the undertaking, expefted 
renown from his performance* 
. He was employed, at the fame time, in other 
labours. The aflcmbly, which met, in Auguft 
1574, " willed their loved bretbrefiy George Bu-» 
*^ chanan, Peter Young, Andrew Melvin, and 
" James Lawfon, to perufe the Hijiory ef Job^ 
** which had been compiled in Latin verfe by 
" Patrick Adamfon ; and to authorize it by 
** their fignatures, if they fhould find it agreeable 
" to the truth of fcripture*" The filence of the 
Typographical Annalsy on this, fubjeft, would' fecm 
to evince, that Buchanan and his loved brethren 
did not authorize Adamjon's Poetical Hijiory of 
Job. {m) 

Mean time, the malverfations of Morton's go- 
vernment roufed the public indignation. Whether 
his rapacity^ or his mifrule, offended Buchanan, ' 
cannot now be known, though thefe queftions 
have been much debated by thofe, who wiflied 
rather to confound, than inform. It is certain, 
that the influence of Buchanan contributed to the 
regent's fall, and to the King's elevation, while 
he was yet an infant, on the I2ch of March 

{ m ) The whole works of Adamfon were printed at Lon- 
don, by John Bill, 1619, 4to.*-Lauder publiflied, in 1739, 
among the Poetarum Scotorum Mufa^ Sacr^t, vol. a. p» 209* 
Forafhtafis J obi Poetica: Audore Patricio Adamfono, 
Sandi Andrcic, in Scotia, Archicpifcopo. Editio altera. 

2 . J 577- 
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1577-78, ( » ) Buchanan haftcnfed to derive ait 
lulvantagc from this revolution, in the caftfe of 
Stirling, and from that influence of his ftatioiu 
On the 30th of April 1578, (^ ) he refigned th^ 
privy-fcal to his nephew Thomas Buchanan, the 
eldeft fon of Alexander Buchanto of Ibbert, wha 
was appointed for life, inhisunde's room, during: 
that moment of perturbation, and anarchy. Yet, 
Was GcDFgc Buchanan vulgarly confidered, as the 
keeper of the privy-fcal, during fcveral months,- 
after it had thus been transferred to Tliomas 
Buchanan, the objeift of his^ choice, who died ia 
Novcmbcir 158a. (^ ) 

Morton^, 

(nf Crawfur^s Mem: p. jjfo ; Moyre*s Memi^^p. K. 

(^0) Privy Seal Records of that date. 

(/ ) The Scotch Difpatches, in the Paper Office, ofbv 
lhenti©n hrm as keeper of the P^ivy-Seal^ during the fummer 
of 1578. I was induced by thofe papers to doubt the trutb 
of the date of Bochanan'^s refignation, till I was aflbred by 
th« accurate Mr. W. Robertfon of the Regkler Hoafe, that 
the lall day of April 1578 was ccrtamly the true date. I 
afterwards faw in the Cotton Library, Caiig^ c. 3. fbl. 539^ 
A Confirmatioit of the Infellment to Robert Earl of Lenox. 
dated «he 17th of June 1578, which was figned, among 
others, by Alexander Hay, the Dtredor of the Chancery, and 
by Thomds Buchanan, the keeper of the privy-feal.— TTus 
I'bcord proves, that €ft»^^ Bachanan was neither the keeper 
of the privy-feal, nor th* Dir$a<yr of the Ckancery,on the x'jxJt^ 
of Jtwie J578. I have convinced myfelf, notwithi^anding^ 
what is faid by Scot in The ft agger ing State ofScoif ^mtefinat 
p, \zo^\(>Oi and repeated b/thcbiogr^hcrs,. Thttt Bucbanam 

ngivar 
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Morton, however, regained, by his artifice, 
poiieflion of the cafUe o£ Stirling, and with it the 
control of the King^s perfbn, on the 24th of May 
1578 : and, he was loon after reinilated in the go« 
vemment by Queen Elizabeth's influence. So 
odious was he, that he carried the vote of parlia- 
ment, in July 1578, fFbaber be JhouU be of the 
King's council^ by a very fmall nugority. Here is 
tfee (late of the votes, which is very curious ; 





For him. 
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a9ver ttias the Direffor of the Chancery: for it ^pfakn frooi^ 
the record?, that Alexander Liviagfton of Dunipace was ap- 
pointed the Diredlor of the Chancery y%r /^, on Ae a6th 
of January 1548-9; and that there was no other appoint- 
ment till the 15th of September 1567 ; when that office was 
granted to Alexander tUy ; who refigncdit to Robert Sci% 

Z :« foae 
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. Mr. Gobrge Buchanan, who was ftill &id' ta 
be the Privy Seal, though he had certainly re- 
figiied the ofEcc, voted for the fending of the 
Abbot of Dumfermling as ambafl&dor to Queen 
Elizabeth^ in June 1578. He was, in the fuh^ 
fequent month, enunterated as one of the King's 
ordinary council, being Privy Seal. Bjuchanan 
was, at the 6n\c time, conlidcred, as one olthoft 
Scottifh coDtUellors, who were well affeiled to 
"England. There were tranfmittcd from Scot- 
, land, to Burleigh, in July 1578, two lifo, one of 
the BiencouttnUy at this prefent; and one of the 
MalcontenUi and among the Malconftnis^ was 
^ Mr. George Buchanan, in reJpeSle of the Erie 
<' MortorCs cominge ugaine into the King*s favour.** 
Being no longer the keeper of the privy leaTy and 
being thus a Malcontent, Buchanan ceafed ti» 
have a vote in the government of his country, 
towards the end of 1 57 8>though he ftill continued 

£>fi^ time between the ipth^of J^one 157S, and March fol- 
lowing, whOf Scot appears to have Wen clerk yegider* And 
vKobert Scot refigned the office to his ion Robert, on the ^th 
. i>f March 1 586-7. Buchanan returned to Scotland, in 1 56t. 
Jfe was made penlioner of Corfragwell, in i^()J^ He was; 
appointed to be the principal of Sc Leonard's College ia 
.1566. And, he had the privy-feal delivered to him iti.^^yo, 
or 1571. From the foregoing evidence it plainly appear^ 
that he never could have been the Dindor oftht Chmtrcery^ for 
wjilch there b na authority but the loofe aiTertiQa^ Scot* a 
very loofe writeir 

to 
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to aA as tutor to the King, and «s m reformer of 
^e ftatc. (f ) 

The parliament of July J57&, with a, view to 
fcoth thofe chara6tcrs, appointed Buchanan, with 
Other meji of learning :and fank, to reform the fc- 
*ninary, from which he had derived the firft of 
his literary honoiurs. This parlianjent, with no 
deep infight into the nature, or the qnd of cduca- 
tioun, pafled an aft (r) " Anent the yifitation of 
•^ univerfitiesi" which, &id our reforming Icgifla- 
tiors, were theu — ^ Sa fcr alter it from the firft infti- 
'^ tution, the maift pairt of the yerie foundatiouns 
" ia fer difagrceing with the trew religidun and 
** fa fer different from that pcrfeftioun of teaching 
*•' which this learnit age crayis," During the 
heat of innovation, reformers fcldpn) refjedt, that 
their inconfiderate attempts gf^i^r^Uy infringe 
original trults. 

Yet, un^er that authority, the FarJ of JLeonox, 
Robert the CommcndatorofDumfermling, Xj^^r^^ 
Buchanan, James Haliburtori, and Peter Youiig, 
met at Edinburgh, in November 1579, and re-t^ 
formed the Univerfity of St. Andrew's ; fo as " to 
" be mair proflittable in tyme coming to die glory 
^' of God^ honour of his majeftie, profit of this 

( f ) I found the Qurious particulars, which ace mention^ 
in this paragraph* among the Scotch difpatchcs in the p :pcy- 

office. 

( r ) Parliament 1 J/S^ No. 4* pf tlie unppnte'd ads. 

Z 3 " common 
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« common weaWi, and guid upbringing of die 
** youthe in fciences ncidful for continewijng of 
" the trew rcligioun to all pofteritic/' The afl: 
of this reform, which was plainly the work of 
Buchanan, will convince the reader, that his mind 
was chiefly occupied about what he deemed Abr 
trew religiouni that he thought litde about law, 
which fecures rights \ and lefs about fcience, that 
enlightens mankind. More fober legiflators, by 
repealing, in 1621, this hafty aft of innovation, 
rc-eftabli(hed the univcrfity of St. Andrew's, on 
the high ground of its original foundation, (i) 

The influence of Queen Elizabeth, and Mor-* 
ton, appeared to be fo inefficient, in the parlia- 
ment, 1578, that (he feems to have refolved ta 
facrifice her love of money to her love of powen 
And, (he finally determined to buy all, who, in 
Scotland, were deemed worthy of a bribe. In 
March 1579, Burleigh obtained, with this de- 
fign, accurate lifts of tlie propcreft objefts. He 
had an account "Ofperfons, who were commend-** 
«* ed by the Earl of Morton, when he was re-# 
*' gent, as^ mo(t meet to be entertained}" and— 
** Of p^rfons, who were alfo fit to have cntcr- 
" tainmcnt, though they were not recommended 
'' by the regent." In a third lift^" Of per- 
^\ fons, who were not commended by the regent, 
*^ yet, by others thought meet to be entertain- 

(j) Seethe Appendix, No. i. 
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cd,**— -were Mr, George BtuhamUy iiie King's 
Jtutor, a^ngular mata and Titer Tmng^ " another 
"^^ tutor to the King, ^cially well afieded> an4 
*' ready to pcrfuadc the King to be in favor of 
1*: her majeftye.'* After minute inveftigation, 
was at length fetded ;si lift of penfioners, who were 
to influence the youthfiU King, and to rule a de- 
voted country, as Elizabeth ihould direft. In 
liiis lift, Buchanan had a conipicuoiis place, an^^^ 
a large allowance. (/) 

Buchanan 

(f) Forall^hofe particulars, fee die Cotton Library^ Calig. 
c. 5. fol. 109 — 1 J, which contains a4fo,— <' The names of 
^' fuchf as are to be entertained, in Scotland^ by peafions« 
^ out of England :"—r 

The Regent, E. Morto* - - jf . 500 

The E. of Angus - - - ioo 

The E. of Athol - - - apo 

The E. of Argyle - - - 200" 

The E. of Montrofe - - - 100 

The E. of Rothes .. - ^ \q^ 

The E. of Gkncairn - - - 100 

The Countefs of Marrc - - - 200 

The Mailer of Erfkinc ^ - - 150 , 

The E. of Glamis ^ - - loo 

The Lord Ruthin • *- • ^100 

The L. Lindfay - ^ - loo 

The L. Boyd ^ ^ • iqo 

The L. Herrics - - *• - joa 

The L. Maxwell • - - 100 

The Laird of Lochleven - - 50 

The L. Bolderkel - • -50 

The L. of Drumwhifel - ^ - 100 

The L. of Ormiilon - . > 50 

Z 4 Jamea 
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Buchanan was at length to a£t under the three- 
fold charadcr of malcontent ^ reform^^ and fem^ 
foner. While thus ading under the influence of 
the ardent pafllons, which each of thole charac- 
ters powerftiUy infpire, Buchanan publUhcd, in 
January 1579-80, his wcU-known tTTADeJure 
Regni apud Scotos, which had been matured pro-^ 
babljr by the confideration of many years, (ir) 

James MacgiU - - - - loo- 

Bachanan ^ * - 100 

Nic. Elviuon - - - - 50 

Peter Yoange, fcholemafter - . 36* 

Alex* Hay - - - - 40 ^ 

(«) It was originally printed, at Edicburgh, by JcAn Rofs, 
for Henry Charteris. There was a fecond edition of it, in 
15809 and a third, in 1581. [Herb. Printers, vol. 3. i$oo.] 
On the 15th of March 1579-80, Randolph wrote from Lon- 
don to Buchanan, who then refided at Stirling^—'' that he 
f had received his De Jure, which had lately come into the 
f worid ;" bot, he at the fame time, regretted the delay of his 
fitflory, [Sec the epidle in Rud. Buchanan.] — ^* Calderwood 
•5 fays, that Buchanan had nx-ritten it jrft after the Earl ef 
?' Murray* sfrfi parliament , in 1 J67, though he did DOt pub- 
'« lilh it till the year 1579." [Crawfurd's MS. Note.] 
Ruddiman has been ofien infulted for fpeaking a fimil^ 
language. Yet, frpm a copfideration of all circumftances, 
and the authorities, I thjnk it mod probable, that Bachanaa 
wrote tlie De Jure, at the time, i^ hicii is mentioned by Cal- 
den\'ocd, in order to jullify thp dethronement of Queen 
Mar)', though, owing to caufes that cannot now be known, 
he retained it in his hands, till the moment of his difcontent. 
In 1579- Crawfurd was fo abfurd as to fay, that Buchrt- 
nan laid it as afcUmc rf pditia ief^re his royal pupil f [MS. 
Extrafts.] 
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It was foon anfwered by Blackwood, and 
Barclay, and by others, who fecm to have as little 
confidered the nature of fociety, as Buchanan 
Appears to have ftudied the laws of his country, 
which he profeffed to illuftrate. The De Jure^ 
however, has often been reprinted, during con- 
tentious times, by thofe, who, cxpeding to gain 
fome advantage from the conflifions of tumult, 
naturally hoped, that the Kcentioufnefe of its 
theory would promote the purpofes of their in-^ 
tereft. In this manner, the fucceflive prafticc 
of ages feems to evince, that the Be Jure oi Bu- 
chanan ha5, in every period, been deemed father 
favourable to faftion, than conducive to liberty:^ 
Like other treatifes, which have been fincc writ- 
ten on its model, the De Jure fuppofes, that the 
laws of Scotland did not exift, though it pretends 
€o teach the maxims of the Scottifh government: 
Buchanan defignedly overlooked all thefe; be- 
caufe his extenfive erudition had enabled him to 
contemplate the Grecian republics, which, ap- 
pearing to a prejudiced mind, as modek of 
perfedlion, he naturally inferred, that every mu- 
nicipal fyftem aftuaily was, what his predilcdion 
wiflied to be the conftitution of his country. Bu- 
chanan has thus drawn upon himfflf the prilifcs 
and reproaches of two very different claffes ot 
^en. He has been celebrated TiS'the herald of 
whiggery by thofe, in whom defire feoonded pre- 
pofleflion : he ha? been condemned as the hrald 
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%f unarchy^ by others, whofc apprchcnfions law 
the fundamentals of ibcietjr undermined^ by the 
fedmoufnefs of his principles. 

It mud be, hoip^'c\*er, allowed, that Buchanan 
contrived his work, with great addrels, for the 
ftate of Scotland, and the pradices of the fiic- 
dons, among which he li\xd From the epoch 
of the Reformation, to the acraof the accefiion of 
James VL to the throne of England, Scotland 
exhibited the diftorted pifture of a King, with- 
out influence, of an ariftocracy, without reftraint, 
of a people, without protedion, and of a clergy, 
trithout that juft fubordination to the higher pow^ 
£rsj which the great Founder of their &ith had 
taught, by the perfuafive example of his ine« 
ritorious adions. It was in this period of anar- 
chy, that Buchanan publifhed his De JurCy what- 
ever were his purpofe, of doing good to his 
country, or mifchief to the world. 

Of that anarchy, Buchanan lived to fee the 
confequtnces. Almoft all thofc, with whom he 
had acted for twenty years, he faw perifh by 
violence. He beheld Morton, the object of his 
hatred, lofe his head on the fcafFold, for his 
crimes. While he was in the ad of dedicating 
his hiftory to his pupil, in Auguft 1582, he 
heard, that the hand of treafon had been raifcd 
agaiiift the King, by Gowrie, and other conlpira- 
tors, at the raid of Ruthven. 

We may eafily fuppofe, that the anxiety, which 
5 Randolph 
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Randolph cxprcficd for the publication of ih 
Hijioryy haftened Buchanan's tardy fteps, amidft 
the tumults of anarchy, and the prefliires of age. 
On this long-expeftcd work, he doubdefs laboured 
diligently, during the years 1580, and 158 1, an 
order to repair the lofe of time, and the lofe of 
bis cofy. Though he had probably contributed 
by his lucubrations to the violence of the ruling 
powers; yet the vioknce of the ruling power* 
certainly did not diflxirb his lucubrations. Ycty 
Crawfurd is fo abfurd as to aflcrt, in the face of 
impoflibility, " That Buchanan was not permitted 
'* to enjoy the quiet he had promifed to him- 
^^ felf, in the decline of his age; but, wasjum-^ 
'^ moned before the privy council, wbik be was en 
" bis death hedy' {x) to anlwer ioi—thejliftory^ 
which was ftill in the prefs. Poor Crawfurd did 
not perceive, with his feeble eyes, that he aflcrted 
what an alibi difproved: for, there was not a 
privy council at Edinburgh, where Buchanan 
then refided, during many months, before Bu- 
chanan's deccafe. ( j) 

The Hiftory of Buchanan, which had been 
anxioiifly looked for, was, after various dcbj'^ 
from fevcral caufes, delivered from the prefe of 
Arbuthnot to the karned world, in September 

{x) MS. Extrads, 

( )•) See Moy fe*s Mem. 61-6.— Dr. VV. Robertrpn's Hif- 
ipry, vol. z. p. ^^. 

1582. 
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1582^ Much was doubdefs expeded from ic by 
contemporaries, whatevermay be thought of it by 
pofterity, Burleigh and Randolph, Murray and 
Macgill, and the other wife men of the times^ 
were fo filly as to hope, that fucccffivc genera-^ 
cions would regard its fophifms, z$ maxims, and 
its a0crtions, as fads. Little did they forcfec, 
that a race of men would arife, who would dif- 
tinguifh between Buchanan's ailumptions and 
his proofs ; who would detcd the faUehood of 
the writer, and would even expofe the artifice of 
his patrons. 

The eftate$ of Scotland afted with as little 
fbrefight, when, in May 1584, they condemned 
(2) Buchanan's " Buikes of the Chronicle, and 
*' the Dejtire Regni apud ScotoSy as not meet to 
'* remain for records of truth to pofterity." Neir 
ther the ftatefmen who applauded, nor the legif- 
htors, who condemned, the works of Buchanan, 
refle6led, that verity alone can ftand the de^ 
teftion of time. 

Buchanan did not live long enough to heaf 
the verdift of the wodd, which he early forefaw 
would be unfavourable ; '^ that his hiftory would 
" content few, and difpleafe many." («) He 

(2) Glendook's Ads, 8 parliament, James VI. No. 134. 
— '* Gecr^ius Buch^inanuj, Scot us," appeals too, in the Index 
Librorum Prohibitdrum^ [p* 73] which was printed, at Ve* 
nice, in 1596. 

(a) Buchanan's Letter to Randolph, in 1577, Rud. prcr 
face CO Buch. A¥orks, p. xix. 

diccj 



D. I757-] THOMAS RU0DIMAJJ. }4f 

died at Edinburgh, on Saturday, the 28th of 
September 1582, in the feventy-fixth year of his 
age, without any difturbance from the govern- 
ment, without any difavowal of his writings, with- 
out any converfation with King James. He was 
buried in the cemetery of the Grey-friars, in diat 
City. But, his grave, fays the late writer of his 
Memoirs, has never been difiinguifhed by a tomb^ 
ftone. {b) 

Yet, is this pofitivc aflertion, of confident igno- 
rance, contradifted by the following record : (<:)— 
" At Edinburgh, the 3d day of December 1701 ; 
•* the fame day the council being informc^d, 
" that the through ftone [tomb-ftone] of the 
•* deceaft Geo/ge Buchanan lyes funk under the 
*' ground of the Grey-friars : therefore, they 
" appoint the chamberlain to raife the fame, and 
" cley the infcription thereupon; fo as the lame 
** may be legible." The infcription, which, was 
thus reftfifred to the eye of the paffenger, by the 
piety of Edinburgji, was written by John Adam- 
ibne. {d) From thofe fadts, we may learn, what 
an c^fy talk it is to write memoirs, without re- 

(i) Lord Gardenftone's Mifcellanies, p. 252. 

(c) The^ity of Edinburgh's CounciJl Book> 3d Decefi- 
ber, 1701. 

{d) It may be ftcn In Sibibald's Commentary, which w» 
pabliihed, in 1702, p. 61, and in James Man's edition oi 
Sachanan's HUlory, 1761. 

fcarch;, 
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fearch; to praiic, without knowledge; and to 
Cenfure, without proof. 

Several editions of Buchanan's ISfiaj wcre^ 
printed abroad, without any republication at 
home, during the effluxion of many years. While 
it was deemed unfafe to publifli the original, in 
Britain, a tranflarion of it would hardly be print- 
ed, in this ifland. It was trandated, during his 
own age, into tbe ^cottijh tongucy by John Ready 
EfquyoTy who feems to have been Buchanan's 
JervHwr and v>riter. Yet, this tranflation remains 
ftill unpubliflied. {e) And, it was amidft jjie con- 
fliiions, which fucceedcd the death of Cromwell, 
that fuch a hiftory was thought fuitable to the 
fafhion of the times, in an Englifli drefs. On 
the loth of March 1658-9, there was entered, 
on the regifter of the ftationers company, Tbi 
Hijtcry of Sfcilandy iranjlmted from the Latin of 
Bucbcnatty a Scott. This tranflation had not, 
however, been piiblifhed, at the epoch of the Re- 
ftoration. It was ftill in the prefs, during June 
1660. And, die government, being alarmed at 
the found, eflTcftually fuppreflfed the publica-^ 
tion (/) of what was then deemed pernicious to 

monarchy^ 

{e) In the library of the college of Glafgow ; and fee ' 
Nicolfon's Hift. Lib. edit. 1776. p. 34: — and Mr.Whita* 
Jter's Vindication, vol. 2. p. 353. 

(/) The fdllbwing tranfcript from the books of privy 
council will probably be deemed curious, by fome, and ridi- 
culous, by others.—'* His majefty, having received infor- 
mation 
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monarchyj but has fince dropt into oblivion^ as 
unworthy of notice. Whether the copy was dc* 
ftroycd, or prefcrved, cannot now be known. 
But, certain it is, that a fimilar writing was pub- 
lifhed, in 1690, at a^ more propitious sera. (i») 
And, of this tranflatioa, a fecond edidon, ia a 

more 

mation this day in council, [7th June 1660} that, Mr. Kirk- 
ton> dwelling at the fign of his majeily's arms, a bookfeller, 
is now printing, in the Englilh tounge, George Buchannan's 
Hiflory of Scotland and De Jure Regni apud Scotos^ whic|)i 
are very pernicious to monarchy, and injurious to his msh- 
jefly*s blefled progenitors : his majeHy hath thereupon ordered 
by the advice of the council, and doth hereby require^ that 
the warden, or mafter, of the company of ftationers do forth- 
with make diligent fearch for and (eize upon both the origi- 
nal and all the impreilions made thereof^ and deliver them 
to one of his majefly's principal fecretaries offtate. And it 
h further ordered by his majefly, that the faid warden, or 
mafter, and the faid Kirkton, do make their perfonal appear- 
ance, at this board, on Wednefday next the 1 ^tk inftant, to 
receive his majefty's further pleafure, and thereof not to fayle: 
at their perils." 

{h) The adverfaries of Ruddiman reproached him with 
having nicked the time, in publifhing his edition of Buchanans 
Wcrks, in 17 15. The time was very well nicked by publifh* 
ing the tranjlation oi his Hiftory^ in 1690 : and, the time wa» 
ftill better nicked^ by publifbing, in 1689, Buchana^i's Deteai$n 
of the Anions of Mary ^(en of Scots. To this linlUtinud edi- 
tion of the DeteSlion, there is a preface, which is ridiculoufly 
ignorant. The prefacer fays. That James 5th, the father of 
Mary, was flain at Floddenfield, [the 9th September 1513 ;} 
that Mary was then a child only four days old ; tliat at five 
years of age fee was fent to France ; that being left a widow, 
ihc returned to Scotland, where fhe found her mother weher^^ 
ing in her cruelties. In this ftrain he runs on to the end, like 

greater 
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more commodious fize, was given to the En^ 
JiQi people, by William Bond> in 1722, which 
was faid to be correftcdj and of which, Ruddi-» 
man remarks, " that he has not made the leaft 
^^ alteration, [from the folio of 1690] though it 
** abounds with many errors/' (/) 

Such were the life and labours of Badiaiian, 
iRdiich occupied fo much of the life and labours of 
Ruddiman! The elaborate Vindication of Bucha- 
nan, by Ruddiman, has precluded the necefiity of 
certiJicaUs from tlie learned, in fevour of Bucha-^ 
nan's genius, erudition, and poetry. What is 
acknowledged by an enemy requires no pfoof 
from a friend. And, when Ruddiman publUhed 
the whole works of Buclianan, he placed his ge- 
nius, his erudition, and his poetry, in thcL moft 
advantageous light, though the injudicioufnels of 
his admirers has thrown obfcurity on the name, 
which they wifhed to illumme, by their celebra- 
tions. 

It was, at the fame time, tlie opinion of Rud- 
diman, that the pofTefiion of talents ought n^vtt 

greater writers of later times ; reproaching Mary, and in* 
joring himfelf :— 

■ the word of charce 

f s, to crave grace for hecdldfs ignorance. 

(/) Anfwer to Logan, p. 315. The firft tranflation was 
in folio; the feconvi in 8vo. and both were puhliihedin Lon-^ 
• dofi. An edition h- s been fince printed, at Edinburgh, in 
run hers, curing the year 1751 ; and, in the fame period was 
publiilied the D^ yi//f, at Glufgow. [Scots Mag. 1751, p. 
964^312 — 600. J 
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to be admitted as an apology foir the want 6f 
morals. The glitter of Buchanan*s literary ac- 
complifhments did not prevent Riiddiman fix>m 
feeing, that his moral charafter was deBafed By 
many faults. The moderation of Riiddlman in- 
duced him, when he edited his works, to confider 
Buchanan as a perfon, who, in fome of his prin- 
ciples, and many bf his praftices. Was rtiore erro- 
neous than malignant. It was the ftr9ng motive 
of felf-defence, which, after the peifecution of 
thirty years, induced Ruddiman to exhibit the 
perfonal condu6t of Buchanan, as ftained with 
die fouJ reproach of ingratitude. It was the re- 
cent attack on the good name of Ruddiman, by 
the writer of the Memoirs of Buchanan, which 
demanded the foregoing narrative of his life, in 
order to fhow, that in Buchanan's portrait, Ruddi- 
man had neither been miftaken in the drawing, 
nor malicious in the cotewring. 

If we were to inftitute a comparifon between 
Buchanan and Ruddiman, as to their moral cha- 
rafters, an accurate eftimate would produce a 
remarkable diverlity. Enough has been already 
ftated to prove, that the reputation of Buchanan 
has equally to apprehend the tatde of an injudi- 
cious friend, as the refearches of an unpropitiout 
adverfary. Like other virtuous men, Ruddiman 
may be injured in his name by the follies of a 
friend, but, fuch wa$ his life ! that his worth has 

A a nothing 
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nothing to fear from the fcrutmies of an enemy. 
It is the peculiar privilege of truth, and the com- 
fortable refledtion of innocence, that they need 
dread, neither the inquiries of the prefcnt, nor the 
detedlions of the future.— 

Truth laughs at death. 
And terrifies the killer more than kilPd. 
Integrity f thus armlefs, feeks his foes. 
And never needs a target, or a fword, 
Bow> or envenom'd fhafts. 



T H.B 
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The appendix. No. i. 

Ratificatioun of the Reformatioun of the 
Univerfitie of St. Androis. \^From th^ 
Records of the Parliament of Scotland^ the 
nth of November 1579. See before, p^ 
8, and 352,] 

FORSAMEKLE as oure Soucranc lard and 
his thrie Eftatis in jiis lafl: parliament (^) 
Confidering that the Univerfities of this realme 
appointit for Ed'ucatioun of the Zowth q^". fould 
be the feid ahd uph^d of the common welth and 
Kirk of God being weil foundat alfwelll in rentis 
as provifioun of maiftaris teachearis and Burfaris 
wer notw' {landing mifufed be particUler perfonis 
to yair awin advantage w'hout relpeft to the di- 
ligent upbringing of the Zowth in vertew and 
guide Lers litill regarding the common welth of 
this realme and poftetfitie to cum And that the 
forme of teaching wes for the maift pairt unprof^ 
fcable q'by the Zowth tynt yair Vfmt and pa? 

{a) ?s July J57S. 

4 ^ ? renuj 
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f entis fruftrat of thair cxpeftatioun Thairfok his 
Hcnes with advife of his laidis eftaitis gaif grantit 
and commitit fiiU power and commiflioun to cer- 
taine noble reucrend woiihipfiiU and difcrctc 
perfonis exprefit in the aft of parliament (iy 
maid thairanent To vifite and confider the foun- 
datiouns and ereftiouns of the Univerfities and 
coUegis w'in this realme To rcfbrme fie thingis 
as foundit to fuperftitioun ydolatrie and paptfhie 
To dilplace imqualified and onmeit perfonis to 
difcharge yair offices in the feidis Univerfities Ta 
plant fie qualifyt and worthie perfonis thairintill 
as they fuld fynd'gyde and fufficient for educa- 
tion of the Zouth^— Quhilkis perfonis fae ap- 
pointit failing to convene at the firft diett nathing 
wes performit till of kit That the mater being 
rememberit be direftioun from the generale aflem- 
blJe of the miniflrie fpeciallie thinking the Uni- 
veriity of Sanft Androis meit to be reformit 
His Henes w' avife of the Lordis of his fecrete 
Counfall Ordanit and commandit the maifleris. 
of the faid Univerfitie to be at Edinbursrh at ane 
certane day w' the foundatiouns of their collegia. 
to be fein and confident be ony fix five or foure 
of fie noble reverend and circumfpeft perfonis as 
his Majeflie w' avife of his faid Counfale had 
chofinc committing to them full power to vifite 
and confider the faidis foundatiouns to re--. 

{i) No. 4, unprinted. 

move 
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move all fuperftitiouns and papiftrie To dilplace 
unqualified perfonis and plant worthie and qua- 
lified in thair roumes To redres the forme of 
ftudyts and teaching be ma or fewar profeffouris 
To joyne or divide the faculteis To annex every 
facultie to fie College as fal be found maift pro* 
per And gcnerallie to eftablifli fie order in that 
Univerfitie as fal maift tend to the glory of God 
profeit of the common welth and guide upbring- 
ing of the zowith in fciences neidfiiU for conte- 
newing of the trew religeoun to all pofterities 
Likeas the aft of fecrete Counfalle thairupoun at 
mair lenth proportis— And they convening at 
Edinburgh and haveing fenc and confident the 
foundatioun and ere(9iouns of the faid Univerfitie 
of San6t Androis hes found the prefent eftate in 
all the Colleges thairof fa fer alterit from the firft 
enftitutioun The maift pairt of the verie founda- 
tiouns fa fer difaggreing w* the trew religioun 
And fa fer different from that perfeftioun of 
teaching q^*" this learnit age cravis And they 
neidfuU direfHouns q**"' the auld foiindatiouns ap- 
pointis being in mony thingis omittit and neg- 
ledit Hes thairfoir with common confent divifit 
and drawin ane mair proffitable and perfite or- 
der to be obfervit in the faid Univerfitie in tyme 
coming As the fame fubfcryvit w* the handis of 
the faidis Commiflioneris at mair lenth beires 
Quhik his Hienes w^ avife of his three cftaitis 
ordainis to be heir infert And of the fame the 
Aa 3 tennourc 
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tennoure followis— To the richt exceUerit 
richt heich and rnichty Prince James 
the fext be the grace of God King of 

ScottiSj our foueraine Lord zoure Majcfties 
daylie orato" and maift humble fubjeftis zo' 
Hienes Commiflioneris for rcformatioun of the 
Univerfitie of Sanft-Androis under fubfcryvand 
ipeciallie conftitut Having at command and 
direftioun of zo' Majeftie fene and confident 
the foundatiouns and erediouns of the faid Uni- 
verfitie and bene crediblie informit of the prefent 
conditiouri thairof w* the ordo' of exercifc ob- 
fervit thairin thir fundrie zeirs bigane And 
findand the eftate of all the colleges at this 
prefent tyme fa fer alterit from the firft inftitu- 
tioun the maift pairt of the verie foundations fa 
fer difaggreing w' the trew religioun and fa fer 
different from that perfedlioun of teaching q'k 
this learnit age cravis And they neidful direc- 
tiouns q'k the auld foundatiouns appointis being 
in mony things omitted and negleftit We have 
thairfoir w* common confent divifit and drawin 
the forme and order following As mair profHta- 
ble to ht obfervit in the faid Univerfitie in 
tyme coming to the glory of God honno^ of 
zo' majeflie profit of this common welth and 
guid upbringing of the zowth in feiences neidfiiU 
for continewing of the trew religioun to all pof- 
ttritie— Firil WcOrdane the New College for 
the ftudie .of Theologie allenarlie In the q*k 
five maifteris daylie teachin fal in fo' yeris com- 
9 pleic 



No. I.] THOMAS RUDDIMAN. 35^ 

pleit the haill courfe of the New and Auld Tefta- 
mcnt and the common places in this ordo' viz' 
'f he firfl: lefto' in the firft fex moneths fal teiche 
the preceptis of the Ebrew grammer and praftize 
yairof in Davidis Salamon Job In the uther fe^c 
moneths the preceptis of Caldaicque Syraicque 
and ufe of the famin in Daniell Efdra the para- 
phrafis and Syraicque New Teftament The fecond 
3^ leftoure in the fecund yeirand ane half fall inter- 
pret out of the Ebrew and fenfiblie oppin up the' 
law of Mofes and the hiftorie of the Auld Tefta- 
ment conferring w' the pharaphrafis Sepfuaginti? 
and uther learnit verfionis q' neid bei^ The third 
Icfto" in the laft zeir and ane half fall w* the like 
diligence expone the prophettis greit and fmall 
The fourt lefto' fall teiche the New Teftament out 
of the Greek toung during the haill cours confer- 
ring w^ the Syriaque The fyft lefto' fallreid the 
common places durmg the haill cours fwa that 
the ftudentis of Theologie heiring daylie thrie 
LefTonis the fpace of four zeirs fal w' meane di- 
ligence becume perfite theologians. To this end 
ther fal be daylie repetitiouns anys in the oulk 
publift difputatiouns everie moneth Declama- 
tiouns thrie folcmne eKaminatiouns in the cour^ 
The firft in the end of the firft zeir in the tongis 
And fa far as they have heard of the common 
places and New Teftament The fecund examinar 
tioun eftcr the fecund zeir and ane halfe in tjie law 
Mftorie ^nd fameye as fal be red of the cpmmon- 
A a 4 placed 
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places and New Teftament and the therd examiiUr 
tioun in the end of the cours ia all the touog^ 
the haiil Bible and common places Thir thrift 
folemne examinatiouns fal begyi)e the tent day <^ 
September q'in everie learnt man lal be fric to. 
difpute And becaus thair is greit varietie at. this, 
prefcntofmen learnit in the knawlcdge of the 
tongues and uther thingis neidfuU for fie pro- 
fcflbr* we have thairfoir eleftit certane of die 
maift qualyfit perfonis knawin to us as the faidis 
five maiftaris for teaching of the cours of dieolo- 
gie in the order before writtin in the faid New 
College Tq begyne howfoune poffiblie they may 
be tranfportit yairto Of the q'^ thrie to enter 
this pnt zeir And ordains the perfouns now oc- 
cupeing the place of maiftaris in the faid college 
to remove yairfra w'hout delay Item quhen it 
fal happene ony of the fyve maifteris or profcf- 
fouris to inlaik or that the nowmer fal not be full 
diat the eleftioun of qualifyt perfonis thairfoir 
fal from this forth pertenc to the Bifchop of Sanft 
Andr the conferuator of the priyelcges of the 
faid Univerfitie the refto' Deanis of fiicultie 
and remanent maifteris of theologie or the maifb 
pairt of thame that fal be prefent in Sandt And? 
the day appointit for the eleftioun fibr quhilk 
purpois the redko' or incafe of his abfence or 
negligence the Deane of fkcultie w^hin fex dayis 
cfter the vacanfs of the rowme be difcels or 
utherwife fall affix ane edidt upoun ane moneths 
X warning: 
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warning Tkat all learhit men may conyene liivdap 
of all pairtifi of the realme of qufeom the wor- 
dricft efter dew examinatioun to bepreferrit AflcS 
to the fame pcrfonis eledors fall belang the charge: 
of depofitioun and deprivatioun of fie as fall be. 
riiocht unworthie aither in dodrine or lyflPor noc 
doing thair dewtie faythfullie and diiigentlic in- 
thatprofeflioun q'unto they happyne to be eledtit: 
Item We ordane aucht Burlaris in theologic, 
jto be rcceavit tcachir and have thair buirdis 
tipoun the rentis of the faid New College the 
ftipendis and buirdis of the maifteris heir- 
efterfpeciallie declarit being firft allowit Itenx 
becaus it is cleirlie undeirftand that yair hes bencn 
and is greit corruptioun and abufe in reflavingof 
the Burfaris in everie facultie rather iqjoim 
favo^ and folliftatioun then for vertew or in fiipport 
of povertie Thairfoir that in reflaving of burlaris 
in tymc combg either in theologie or ony uther ' 
facultie there be a/i publift edift affixt be the firft 
M' of the college or in cafe of his abfenee or 
negligence be the nixt M' upoun twentie dayis 
warning of befoir the firft day of Oftober zeirlie." 
And be diligent examination of the Redo' Dcanis 
of facultie and the M'* of the college q' the burfs 
happynis to vaik the puireft to be preferit ceteris 
paribus gif he fall be found alfwell learnit and 
qualifyt w^hout prejudice always of the lawit 
patronis quha notw^ftanding fal be halden to pre- 
fent (jualifyt perfonis And that nane fall bruik 

ane 
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any biirfs in ony facultie but for the ipace of 
four zciris and that evcrie Burfer in thcologic 
foundit or to be foundit in qTomever college in 
die laid Univerfitie of Sanft-Andr fall be bundin 
to refort to the lefTonis and exercife of the laid * 
New College now appointit for theologie and com- 
pleit yar cours as faid is Item that learning may 
fiirther incres and qualifyt perfonis only be pro- 
vydit to ecclefiaftical offices and chaiges w*thin 
this realme We ordine that efter the ipace of 
foure zeirs immediately following die dait heirof 
nane fall be admittit to the miniltrie of the word 
of God and Sacramentis or ony benefice havand 
cure of fawHs except fie as hes completit yair 
cours in theologie or be rigorous examinarioun 
be the facultie fal be found worthie and qualifyt 
to reflave all thair degreis in the faid fecultic 
Item that the zowth may atteane unto perfitc 
knawlege of humanitie and trew phylofophie Wc 
ordane that in aither of the uther twa Colleges 
viz' Sand Leonardis and Sanft Salvatouris thair 
fall be befyds the principal foure ordiner profef- 
fouris or regentis cverie ane contenewing in his 
awin profeflioun The firft Regent in the firft zeir 
of the cours fall teache the preceptis of the Greek 
toung and ufe thairof in the bell and maift ealic 
autho'* w* exercifes in compofitioun the firft fex 
moncths in Latine the reft in Greek The fecond 
Regent fal teiche the preceptis of inventioun dif- 
pofitioun and elocutioun The fecund zeir Ihorteft 

ealieft 
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eafieft and maift accurat w* pradife yairof in the 
beft authors of bay' the toungis The third Re- 
gent fall teich the maift profRtable and neid- 
fiiU pairtis of the logickis of Ariftode w' the 
ethikis and politikis all in Greek and the Offices * 
of Cicero in Latine The fourt Regent fall teichc 
in Greek famekle of the phifikis as is neidfiiU 
V the fpheir Item that the buikis maift neid-* 
full and proffitable fall be appoinrit for everic 
clafs be the Reftor Deanis of facultie and yair 
afleffo" Item that everie author be red in that 
toung q'k they write into Item that the twa 
claffes of humanitie fall fpend at the leaft an ho' 
daylie in compofitioun Item that in the laft 
fix moneths of the fecund zeir they fal bcgyne to 
declame aynis in the moneth in Greek and iLatyne 
alternatim befyds thair daily compofitiouns q'k 
declamatiouns fall conteniw the twa laft years 
Item that emulatioun may be fterit up amongis 
the faidis fcollaris that they be devidit in Ik- 
curijs and he prcferrit to greiteft honno' quhabeft 
declamis or compofis his the meayns in die moneth 
to be gevin for that end Item that in everie . 
ane of the faidis foure clafs's thair fall be everic 
Sonday ane leflbne in Greek The firft in theEvan- 
gell of Sant Luke^ The fecund in the Aftis of the 
Appoftiis The third in the Epiftlis to the Romanis 
The fourt in the Epiftle to the Ebrews Item. 
bccaus the zouthtynis meikle tyme zeirlie be lang 
vaccance We ordane that the vaccance fell induir 

the 
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die onlic moncth of September andbefoirdiefirif 
day of Oftobfer everie anc fall rctumc At the q*lk 
day the examinatioun of the fchollaris of humanitic 
and phylofophie fall bcgync amongis quhomc the 
worthie to be prbmotit and die ne^igcntto be 
. haldin bak Item that about the tweritie day of 
Auguft they that have endit yair cours cftcr ri- 
gomos e5MHliinatioun being found qualifyt fal bd 
maid nlaifteri§ And quhen it fall happine the 
principal of ony of the fburc ordiner profeflbrs and 
Regfentis in aither of the faids twa collegis ap- 
pfiointed for humanitie and phylofophie to inkik 
oi' that the noWmber appoinrit fall not be foil 
Tht eleftioun of qualifyt perfonis thairlihto fall 
pietteine to the faidis Bifchop Conferuato' Reftor 
Dean" of faculties and remanent maifteris of all 
the three colleges or the maift pairt of thamc 
that' fall be pnt at the day appointit for the elec- 
tioun fFor q'k purpois edifts fall be fett up in 
maner and within the like fpace as is prefcriuit in 
the eleleftioun of the maifters in the college 
of theologie And the Burfaris in Art to be ref- 
favit and admittit be rigor of examinatioun 
zelrlie in tyme coming efter this prefent at the 
iirft day of Odober That the principal of Sanft 
Salvators college fall be profeflbr in medicine 
And the principal of Sand Leonardis in the phi- 
lofophy of Plato q'ks fall reid ordinarlie foure 
tymes in the oulk Monunday Tuefday Wednef- 
day and Friday at the hor' to be appointit be 

the 
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the eledors and M'Vof the Univerfitie Tliatthe 
lawer and mathematiciane of befoir in the N^w 
C<^lcge fall now bein Sanflt Salvators college ami 
have their ftipendis and buirdis upoun the fruiti^ 
y'of and be elcdtit and admidt as the maifteris 
of the colleges That the kwcr now appointid to 
remane and be in Sant Salvators college fall reid 
within the feme foure lefibnis of the law ouklie 
viz* on Monunday Tuelday Wednefday and Fri- 
day to q^k leflbnis in the law fall be ordiner 
auditors all the Advocattis and Scribis in the cen- 
frflorie & fic utheris as ar defirous to proceid iiil 
the facidtie of the law and that nane be adrnktit be- 
foir the Lordis or uther juges to ordiner procura^ 
tioun except they lal gif firft fpecimen doftrine 
in the Univerfitie of Sant And? and report a 
teftimoniall of the faid Univerfitie witnefling thair 
qualificatioun and how far they have procedit ia 
the ftudie of the law And y'w'all affirming that 
they diligendie kepitthe leflbnis fa lang as they 
remainit in the Univerfitie That die mathematU 
ciane now in Sant Salvators College fell reidc 
w^hin the fame foure lefifcnis ouklie in the mathe- 
matick fciences in fic dayis and hor' as fell be* 
appointit to the faidis lawer and mathematiciane 
be the reftor and maiflreris of the Univerfitie qHc 
alfua fall appoint the ordiner auditoris for %c 
mathematiciane That tlie eleftprs and maifteris. 
of all the Collegis in the Univerfity the Proveft: 
of the Citie w^ fic twa of the Bailies yairof as 

xhty 
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they fal think meit to tak w^ yame or fa mony of 
this nowmer as ar prefent in the cietie for the 
tyme fall convene w^ the principallis of the thric 
coUegis everie zeir upon the firft day of Oftobcr 
And be common confent and agreement conde*^ 
fcend and prefcrive the prices of buirdis and ma- 
ner and nowmer of courfes of fic as levis CoDe- 
gialiter for the zeir then to cum that the price? 
and orde' may be uniform in all the thrie CoUegis 
q'throw the differences of prices or diverfitie of 
cheir prejudge nane of thame That the wonted 
obedience reverence and authoritic that in an-» 
cient tyme wes given to the Chancellair Re£h>9 
Deanis of faculteis and Confervators and of kit 
zeirs hes fumquhat decay it be reftorit and that 
everie ane of the chief officiaris quhether it be in 
jugement geving upoun thame yat ar under yair 
jurildiftioun or in vifiting the collegis be man- 
tenit And nawifs ftoppit be ony allegit privilege 
in the contrarie And that in place of the pane of 
curfing ufit of befojr upoun ofFendors and in- 
obedientis they be now decernit be decreit of 
the reftor and cheif memberis of the Univerfitie 
efter the cognitioun of the caus to be debarrit 
fecludic and removit out of the Univerfitie and 
to tyoe and forfault the priyilegis and bene- 
fittijs.y'of To the executioun of q^k decreit 
the provoft and baillies of the citie of Sant An- 
drois fall concurr and afiift gif the neceflitie 
fua requir Atid that they be yairuntb be the 
yniverfitiej-equirit or .upherwifs thair fall ficlike 

Jere? 
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kres pafs be deliverance of the Lordis of Coun- 
fall andSeffioun upon the faid decreit and dif- 
obedience yairof as had wont to be gevin of be- 
foir upoun curfit perfonis w^hin the faid Uni- 
yerfitie upoun the requifitioun of the fame That 
the pointis properlie belanging to the ofRce of the 
Chancellair Reftor Deanis of faculties and Con- 
feruator of the Univerfitie be focht out of the 
ancient ftatutis foundatiounis and privilegis be 
the perfonis prefentUe occupying the fame offices 
And that everie ane pnt his awin to zo' Majeftie 
betwixt and the firft day of Marehe nixt to cum 
To the effed that the famin being found guide 
and allowable may alfua be regiftrat and remane 
w^ thir prefent ftatutis That the foundat perfo- 
nis in everie college alfwell teacheris as ftudentis 
be firft well qualifyt according to the order now 
appointit and .nixt that they be diligent in dif- 
charging of thair offices to the intent that nouther 
ignorance nor ydilnes in place of fcience and vir- 
tuis lauboring be mantenit or permittit bot that 
everie ane according to the order prefentlie ap- 
pointit be ^xercifit That the wiffis bairnis & 
fervandis of the principalis and utheris mafteris 
in the Univerfitie be put apairt in the citie out of 
the coUegis fwa that wemcn to a evill and flan- 
derous example have not refidence amang the 
zoung men ftudentis nor zit that the iame wo- 
men have ony adminiftratioun and handilling of 
the common guidis of the college to the greit 

. prejudice 
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prejudice thairof & of fie as (nelie wald gif 
tli^ne fclffis to the ftudic of krcs Be it alwayis 
hcirby undcrftand that the baimis and fervandis 
of the iaidis prindpallis and maifteris dutt (all be 
aduall ftudentis lauchfullie & orderiie enterit 
in the College ar not heirby feckidit^-That 
eyerie college be vifit thiyis in the zdr be Ac 
Ke&or Deanis of facultis w^ yair afleflbrs con** 
Ibrme to the ftatutis of the Unrrcilide and 
for keiping of guide order and untfonnitjr — That 
everie manis plaint be hard and die de&olt 
quhatfumever correfted And q' outher the Rec<- 
tor or Dean of facultie is principal! or M' in onjr 
College in that caife the remanent ekftors and 
vifitors to vifite that College That die princi-* 
pallis of the Collegis betwixt and die firft day of 
May nixt to cum certifie 20' Ma^" qidiat per- 
Ibnis ar enterit to yame of new be pnta« 
tion of zo' Hienes or uther patronis as bur- 
laris to ony prebendreis or ficklike rdntis and 
quhcn everie ane enterit And that they alfua 
gif warning to 20' Hienes or utheris patrounis 
quhen the roumcs vaikis outher be deceafi de- 
privatioun or ending of the courfe and dew tymc 
and thair entres in relpedt of the termes of pa- 
ment to be reknit outher at Martymes or Wit- 
fonday That quhen the burfare pntit fall not be 
found qualifyt the principall or M' iaU be his 
awin lettre direft w^ ane uther nor the partie rc- 
pulfit certifie 20' Majeftic or uther patroun of 
the qauft of non admiflioun or deprivatioun To 

the 
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wdie efFed that anc uther fufficientlie qualified 
.may. be pntit to the roume qf new the like certi- 
-ficatioun to be at the zeirlie examinatioun of the 
•Burfai is in caife they be not found worthie to pro- 
xcid furthward in thair degreis That in all ad- 
iniflioun and promotioun the examinators and 
' aflelTors be fworne That they fall admit nor pro- 
moue nane bot fie as fall be be the rigor of ex- 
aminatioun and fulfieient literature found wor- 
,thie to be promoted That all publid leftors have 
a regifter of all the ordinar auditors cummand 
to the leffone alfwell of thair awin College as 
w^hout And that the faidis auditors fubfcrive the 
.difcipline and be fubjeftto the exercife and dif- 
putatioun And the day of thair entrie to be re- 
giftrat And feing the perfonis prefentlie to be 
difplacit (befide the Proveft of the New College 
quaha hes alredie the charge of the miniftrie of 
the cietie [and parochyne of Sant And? q^^ is g. 
burding griet anouch for ony ane man to dif- 
charge) ar outher Regentis, or Burfaris in philo- 
fophie Thairfoir tliat the Regentis dilplacit be 
preferrit to the places of Burfaris in theologie in 
the faid New College gif they will accept the 
fame and the Burfaris of philofophie thairin q'kis 
hes beene lawchfuUie reflTavit to be ftili nowrifhit 
and interteinyt q'^ the end of thair cours upoun 
the ftipendis of twa of the maifteris of the faid 
New College q''' fall not entir q" the reotis of th(^ 
lani^ College convenientlie may fuftene yamc 

B b And 
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And the faids Burfaris to refort to thair leflbnis 
in ony of the uthcr tua Colleges q' they think 
tncitaft q" the end of yair courfs to be contcncwit 
in fie forme as they begonth The pnncipall 
maiftcris of the Colleges faU have na intromiffiourt 
w* the common guidis and rcntis yairof bot anc 
yconomus chofyne and havand commiffioun of 
the haill maiftcris of everie College Of q'*" yco-^ 
nomus they fall reflkf c daylie compt And that 
yair be in everie College ane common kift: w^ a 
findrie lok and key for everie M' yairof for pre- 
fervatioun of the rentis of the College q" the f^niii 
be richdie diftributit w' common confent And 
tueching the rentis and diftributioun yairof Wc 
brdane the rentis of the kirkis annext of auM td 
die fcis of feveral maifteris in Sant Salvators Col- 
lege to remane and be comptit in tyme cuming 
amang the ordiner rentis of the fame College 
And that aither of the tua principall maiftcrs 
profeflbrs of theologie in the faid New College 
fall have for yair fie and yair awin and yair fcr- 
vandis buird an hundreth pundis money and thric 
chalderis vi6hiall viz' Tuclf bollis quheit ane 
thalder beir and ane chalder foure bollis aittis & 
everie ane of the uther thrie maifteris and pro^ 
fcflbris of theologie in the fame College anc 
hundreth pundis and ane chalder vidhiall viz' 
foure bollis quheit fcx bollis beir and fex 
bollis aitris everie anc of the aucht Burfaris 
of theologie w*hia the fame New Colkge 
9 faU 
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fall have for his buird tuentie tua pundb fex 
Schillings aucht pennies money tua hollis quheit 
five bollis bcir tua bollis aittis And the 
reft of the rentis to be beftowit for the fcis 
of the common feryandis reparatioun of the 
place and refervit fcM- publiA ufis upoun compt-^-* 
In the Collegis of humanitie and philofophie the 
principall M' and the lawcr and the mathemati- 
ciaiie everie ane for his awin fie and his awin 
and his fervandis buird ane hundredi pundis mo-* 
ney and ane chalder aittis everie ane of the uther 
foure ordiner profcffors or regcntis before writtin 
for his fie and his buird ane hundreth merkis and 
for the buird of everie burfare in plulofophie fiftie 
merkis rcfervand the reft of the rentis for the feis 
of the common fervandis reparatioun of the place 
and utheris publift ufis upoun compt Providing 
that all pcrfonis thus ordanit to leif on the Col- 
lege rends and that his ordiner charges w'hin 
the Collegis apply that q*''*' appointit for yair 
buird and eat togither w^hb the College in fie 
fort as they can beft aggrie amangis thame- 
felffis. That it be nawayis lauchfuU to the maif- 
teris of ony of the faidis Collegis to fett the kirks 
landis fruitis and rentis annexit yairto in few or 
takkis to the diminutioun of the rentall or be the 
changing of viftuall in prices of filver under the 
pane of deprivatioun from yair places And in 
caife ony fall happine malicioufly to do uther- 
^vays that it be worthie caus of deprivatioun to 
Bb 1 the 
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the fettarc And that the fett feu or difpofitiouA 
quhatfumevcr fall be na langer valiablc to th<5 
purchaflers yrof nor the fetters bruikis yair places 
imd roumes in the College And for executiourt 
of this prefent Rcformatioun we humblie and 
earneftlie require 20' Majeftie to grant dommif- 
fioun to fie honourable worthie & zealous pcrfonis 
as zo' Hienes and zo' eftaittis fal think expedient 
that will and may attend yairto %eciallie to coni-' 
mand thanie to call befoir thame all fic as hesf 
had the charge of the faidcs Collegis and intro- 
niettit w^ the. rentis thairof in tyme bigane — And 
to heir & fee thair compts fubfciyvit difchargis 
t6 yariife reflave yair rehtallis librarys inficht 
plcnefTingis upoun perfitc inventair and deliver 
the fame upon the like inventair to the maifteris^ 
now to be placit according to this reformatioun 
in the faidis Collegis with formal & guide ren- 
tallis to be maid of the rentis of eVerie anc ofthe 
faidis Collegis for the better colle6Koun and 
compt yairof in tyme cuming Inhibiting the 
perfonis now difplacit of all further melling and 
intromiflioun with the faidis rentis And all fewari^ 
fernioraris tennentis takfmen parochynaris and 
utheris qhatfumever of all anfuering obeying and 
payment making of the fame to the faidis dilplacit 
perfonis of the terme of Martymes nixt to cum Of 
the croptofthis inftantyeirof Godjmvc & Ixxix 
ycirs [1579] certifying thame that dois in the 
feontrair they fall be compellit to pay the fame 

0yet 
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Jdver agane And that it may pleis zo' Majeftic 
to caufc vifite and confider the faid Univctfitie; 
of new at the end of foure zeiris following' the 
firft day of Oaobcr laft bypaft that it itiay be 
knawin quhat fruid and tfftd: foUpwis be this 
rcformadoun And always . fra tbync furthat the 
end of evcrie foure zeirs And that it may pleis 
zq' Hienes according to zo' godUe zcall altvays 
to the avancement of poddis glorie and guide 
l^res to grant unto the faid Univcrfitie and to* 
the M" and membcris a6haaUic refident yairin 
and to the yconomus and procurator of everie 
College, the \ike privilege for calling andexpe- 
ditioun of yair ^ftionis and cauffs's befoir the 
Lords of Counfall and Seflioun as is grantit tc^ 
the prelatis and members of the .College of Juf- 
ticc And fa to provide for fliftentatioun of the 
niiniftrie at the kirkis annext to the faidis CoJ^ 
Jegis be the fuperplus of the thriddis and -uthcris 
ecclefiafticall rends As neidier the joentas of the 
CoUegis be dimiaiftut nor the foundat perfohis 
w'drawin from thair ordine;r ftudyis and tdch^ 
^ng to fervp as minifteris at particular kirkis 
In witnefs .q'of *e have fubfcrivit thir pfiti» 
w' o' handis at Ed' the wcht day of November 
iht zclr of God Jajv'' thricfcoire nynetcne zeirg 
Jfic Xubfcribitur Lcvinax R. Dumfermjiing G. Bu- 
channane James K^liburtoun P. Young iThMifoir 
our faid Soverape iLord w' avife of his thrie^ 
jf ftaids ratifies apprgvis a,nd confir^iis the faid 

Bb3 f^^iP^r 
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refbrmatioun of theTaid Univerfitic of Sand An- 
dr maid at his Hienes command as faid is And 
for putting of the fame in full exccutioun his 
Majeftie w' avifc of his faidis eftaitis gcvis and 
grantis full power commiflion and authoritie to 
his deareft and onlie gr? it uncle Robert Eric of 
Levinax Lord Dernlie Commcndatair of the 
Priorie of Sant Androis Andro Eric of Rothes 
Lord Leflie Sheriff of FyfF Patrick Archbifhop 
of Sanft Androis Patrick Lord Lyndfay of the 
Byris Robert Commendatair of Dumfermling 
his Hienes Secretair and Archedeane of SanA 
Androis John Erfkyne of Dwn M' Johne Wjmr- 
hame. prio' of Portmook M' James Halybur- 
toun Provofl of Dundee or ony thrie of thame 
conjunftlic Commanding all the pnt minifteris 
and memberis of die faid Univerfitic to anfuer 
and obey the faidis commiflioneris in exccutioun 
of the iaid reformatioim according to the cficd; 
and meaning yrof And gif neid be to mak op»- 
pm durris and lokkis for the q^*" the doaris &11 
incurr na danger in yair perfonis landis or guidis 
nor fall not be callit nor accufit for the famin 
criminallie nor cwillie be ony maner of way in 
tyme coming The auld foundatiouns and ercc-^ 
tiouns of the faidis CoUegis and haill Univerfitic 
or ony thing contenit yrin notw*ftanding q'ancnt 
his Majeftie w* avife of his faidis eftaitis difpenfs'$ 
And that the Lordis of CounfeU wd Seflioun 

4ireft 
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iJircft bres to the efFeft refpedive abovewrittiij 
^n forme as efFeirs. 

Carefully collated with the Recor4. 

W.[illiam] R.[obertfon.] 

. The foregoipg aft, for the Reformatioun of the 
JJniverfttie of St. Jndroisy did not, however, con- 
jtinue long in force. It was repealed by a lefs inr 
fiovating parliament, in 1621. [Glendook's Adls, 
p. 48 a, the unfrinted hiV9Sy No. 71.] By this.un- 
publifhed aft, the uniyerfity of St. Andrew's was 
again placed on the refpeiiaile footing of its frjl 
foundation. And, in order to gratify the reader'* 
curiofity, I have fubjoined the J£i of Ratification 
ifn favour pf the UfUverJity of St, Andrew's of their, 
firft foundations : 

In the Parliament halden at Edin' y* 4*^ day 
pf Auguft 1 62 1 years Our Sovereign L** & 
icllates of Parliament, underftanding the altera- 
^on and change which has been made on the 
JRrft foimdations of the Coll.eges within the Uni- 
yerfity of St. Andrews to have bred fuch uncer- 
tainty in p;-ofefl]ions of fciences & obfervarion of 
orders appointed by the firft foundations of the 
s** Colleges, that the greater part of the profef- 
fours are ne^gent makiijg no profefTion at all of 
peaching, as not knowing whereto they fhall bc- 
pk.t themfelyes; neither can their vifitations 
which are made for reformation of diforders take 
any profitable effeft in refped of the alterations 
befo|-e mentioned i fip that ii feemcth moft equit- 
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able that the wills of the firft foundators fhould 
take efFeft, except where the famen is repugnant 
to the true religion prefently profeffed within this 
kingdom : Therefor our Sov" L*^ & eftates fore- 
faids ratifies and approves the forefaids firft foun- 
dations of the faids Colleges in all the heads ar- 
ticles and claufes of the famen in fwa far as the 
famen may ftand with the eftate of the tnie reli- 
gion ; and ordains the M" and profeflburs within 
the famen Colleges hereafter to obferve the pro- 
feffions appointed by the firft foundators to them, 
and to conforme themfelves to the orders con- 
tained and fet down in their firft foundations, 
(they only excepted that the M" of the New 
College keep ftill the profeffion of divinity with- 
in their fchools as prefently is and has been- 
iifed and exerced thefe years bygone, and that in 
all other things the M" of the s^ N. C. obferve 
the laws of the firft foundation) according to the 
which all vifitations and trials hereafter fhal be 
made, and no otherways, difcharging all afts and 
ftatutes made in prejudice of th^ir firft founda- 
tions. 
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Parr of Scotland holden at Edinb' iitH 
Auguft 1607. 

Commiffoun anent grammer & teacheris thairof. 
{See before, p.' 23.] 

^^ AX URE Souerane Lord and eftaittis of this 
*' V-/ prefent Parliament Vndirftanding the 
*' Latine towng to be greadie diminifchit within 
*^ this realme to the heavie preiudice of the com- 
*' mounweill of the famyn And the Ipeciall caufe 
** thairof to be ye want of the vniforme teacheing 
^ of all the pairtis of grammer eftabliflilt be gne 
^^ law in all the pairtis of this realme, Where- 
^ throw be the ctiriofitie of diyerfs maifteris of 
^' fcholis b^ith to burgh and to fend (a) taking 
^ vpouri them efter thair fantefie to teache fuche 
" grammer as pleafis them The zouth quha be 
^ occafioun of the peft and vtherwayes being 

(a) That is, both in town aud country, 
> ^^ oft 
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^' oft and diuerfs tymes changit to diuerls fchoIi$ 
^^ and maiftcris be alteratioun of the forme of 
^^ teachcing ar haillely prejudgeit — ffor remedc 
^^ q'of it is thocht expedient be o' Souerane 
^^ Lord and eft^ittis of this preftnt Parliament 
" That thair Ihall be ane fatlit forme of the beft 
^ and maift commoun and approvin gramiiier and 
^^ all pairtis thereof coUefliit eftahlifchit and 
** prentit to be vniuerfallie teachit in aU the 
^^ pairtis of this fealme hi^ the ]iaill maifterisancl 
^^ teacheares of grammer in all tymc cpmming 
'^* Th^irfoir oure faid Souerane Lord and cftaitti* 
^' of Parliament prefentlie conyenit hes geviij 
*^ and grantjt and be thir prefentis geyes and 
" grantis ful| power & coipmiffioi]n to Alexander 
" Erie of Dunfermeling chancellar of diis realme 
^^ James Lord of Balmirrenoch fecretar to his 
f ^ Maieftie S' Thomas Hammyltoun of Bynnie 
" kny' his hjenes aduocat Mr. Johne Preftouij 
*^ of Penycuik colle6tor generall S' Johne Skene 
^^ of Gurryhil), kny^ clerk of regeftir Mf. Thomas 
'■^ Craig and M' Williame OJiphant adubcatti^ 
f' M' William Scott of Elie M^ Patrick Sande$ 
^^ & ]^' John Roy fcholemaifter (i) of Edin- 
^' bur' or ony fyye of thame coniuncUie to tryc 
^^ cognofce conclude and fett doun fic forme 
f ^ and ordo' as they fall think maift meitt and 
f^ expedient to be obfcruet he'ireftir be ajl maif- 

(/') Prcjjably Ihould be, " fchdemsiifters." 

5^ teri$ 
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<^ tcris of gKammer within this realme And o^ 
«^ faid Souerane Lord and eftaitris foirfaid de- 
^* Claris that the proceedings of the faid commif* 
*' fiounaris in the faid mater fhall be als efFeC'- 
" tuall as gif thefamyti wer fpecialie f^tt doun 
*^ be aft of this prefent Parliament And that 
^^ publicatioun be maid, thairof at all pUce$ 
" ncidfuU with command thairin to all maifteri$ 
** offcbolis to obey the famyn vnder the pane 
^ of deprivatioun of thame firome teacheing and 
" payment of tuentie pundis to the purp of tht 
^* parochin quhair they duell.'* 

Edinb' General Regifter-Houfe, Tuefday, 
15th March 1791— faithfiilly collated with 
the Record, 

WMf RopjRTSON, 

Mem. — In Glendook's Afts, p. 364, there is 
mention of an unprinted aft, 1597, 15 Ja. VL 
For am jammer to he univerfalle teachd. — In an-r 
fwer to my requeft for a copy of this ufifrivted 
aft; Mr, Robertfon wrote me, on the a5th of 
February 179 1 : — " You will be no left furprifed 
^* to be informed than I was to difcover, that no 
" fuch aft is to be found in our records of par-r- 
^* liament. Of this Angular circumftanee, how^ 
" ever incredible, I can pofitiyely aflure you, ox\ 
" the authority of a moft attentive feareh and re^ 
^' icafph J not only of the retjofd of ?he parliament^ 
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*^ 1597, but likcwife of thofe of the immev 
^* diatcly preceding, and the immediately fubfe-* 
i^ quent parliaments."— On the 15th of Marcb 
1791, however, Mr. Robertfon wrote me, as? 
follows :-7-" Accident, I think, has envied me 
^^ to gratify your curiofity about the Univerial 
** ftatutory Scots Grammar. I inclofe an exaft 
f ^ copy of an a6t of parliament, which occurred 
*' to me this forenoon, in the profecution of art 
f' inveftigation, relating to a very different mat- 
f' ten It appears to be the aft fet down by 
*' Skene and his copier Glendook erroneoufly,' 
*^ among the unprinted acts of parliament 1597/^ 
The fa£ts hcfoiie ftated are alone fufiicient tQ 
evince the necefiity of printing the rolls and a£t$ 
of the Scots parliament, after a careful fearch 
md from accuratie copies. The afts of Skeiiij 
.;iind Glendook are not to be trufted, 
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Grammaticse Larinae a Scotis Scriptafe> 
Secundum temporis quoquifque fcrip- 
ferit ordinem difpofitse. — [From the 
Bibliothcca Ruddimanniana. Sec before, 

i. T T AU S (Jo. ) Primus literarum humanio- 
V rum in Academia Regali Aberdonenfi 
profeflbr. . In primam'doftrinalis Alexaa*^ 
drini partem, ab Jod. Bad* Afcenfio re- 
cognitam, Commchtarij j ab eodem Af- 
cenfio itidem recogniti atque imprefli, 
Parif. ab eund. 1522, 4to* '^ 

2. Buchanahus (Geon) Dc Profodia Libellus, 

EdiH. ap. Walde-grave, lamo. 
Exft. Cum Boethio dc Confol. Phijofoph. ap^ 

Plantinuiti, 1590, i2mo. 
Et inter ejus Opera editionis Ruddimannianas 

et Burmannianas. 

3. Simfonus (Andr.) five Simonides, Ludima- 

gifter Dunbarenfis> et poftea ejus ccclefiaB 
Paftor. Rudimenta Grammaticcs in gra- 
tiamjuventutis Scoticas Confcripta. Prima 
ejus cditio exiit Edin. 1587, Svo* 

4. Car*- 
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4. Carmichacl (Jac.) Grammaticse Latins de 

Etymologise liber Secundus^ Cantab* 
1587, 4tOi 

5. Duncanus (Andr.) Grammatics Ladna^ 

Edm. 1597, 8vo. 

6. Humius (Alex.) Grammatica Nova in Ufum 

Juventuds Scoticac^ et Audoritate Sc- 
natus' omnibus regni Scholis imperacai 
Edin. 161 2, 8vOi 
i ■ Virtutes Grammatical a Grammatlcis 
haftenus vel incognitae vel negleftae ab 
Alexandro Humio, ex antiqua gente Hu- 
miorum in Scotia, in fua Grammatica re« 
velatae, MS. 8vo. 

7. Leochaeus (Jo.) [i. e. Leech] Rudimenta 

Grammatical Latinas, in gratiam Jacobi 
Moraviae, domini Anandias, cui Leochasis 
erat Praeceptor. Lond. 1624, i2mo. 

8. Wedderburn (David) Short Iotrodu£tion to 

Grammar. Aberdeen, 1632^ 8vo. 
■ Inftitutiones Grammatical Abcrd* 

1634. 8vo. 

y ocabuk cum aliis Latina: Linguae 



Subfidiis. Hasc Vocabula Omnibus fere 
Simfoni Rudimentis fubjun6ta imprimc- 
bantur. 
Williamfonus (R.) Ludimagifter Cuprenfis. 
Grammatica Latina ex Defpauterio et Li- 
nacro praecipuc Concinnata. Edin. 1632^ 
8vo. 

—— — Elements 
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•"-•-•• •• > Elementa Linguae Latinae e gram- 
maticorum, imprimis, Donati, Defpauteriji 
Erafmi, Lilij, Linacri, et NebriflerilTsi cor- 
nucopia grammaticali cxcerptai Edin* 
1625, i2mo. 
Exft. cum SimfonisRiidiihentis ap. Moncur* 
1709, i2mo. 
id. Lightbodius (Geo.) Queftiones gram- 

matlcae. Edin. 1660, 8v0i 
li; Kirkwodus (Jac.) Ludimagifter Primum 
Limnuchenfis, deihde Kelfocnfis. Gram- 
matica facilis, feu nova ct artificiofa me- 
thodus docendi linguam Latinam : Cui 
praefiguntur animadverfiones in rudi- 
menta noftra vulgaria et grammaticam 
Defpauteriariaiti. Ghig. 1674, 8vo^ 

ii-; Prima pah> Grammaticsc in Mc- 

trumredafta. Edin. 1675, 8 vo. 
■ Grammatica delienata fecuhdum 



fententiam plurium. Lond. 1677, 8vo^ 
Grammatica Delpauteriana, cum 



iiova novi generis gloffa. Editio tertia. 
Edin. 17 1 1, 8vo. 

Eadem. Edit; quana* Edin; 



I720> 8vo. 

12. Dykes (Patr.) Scholarcha Dunenfis, Gram- 

matica Latina, Edin. 1679, 8^^* 
^^ — Ejufdem. Edit. 2% multo auftior^ 
Edin. 1685, 8v6. 

13. Monro (Jo.) Philofophias in Academia An- 

dreapolitana profeffor. Nova ct arti* 

ficiofa 
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dam notSB perpetuse, &c. pan prbiKs 
qux eft de Etymok^ta. Edin. 17259 8vo« 
Earundum cum notis) pars 2\ quae eft de 
SymaxL Edin. 1731, Svo. 

14. Trottenis (Rob.) Ludknagifter Dumfri- 

fienlis. Grammatics Ladnie Compen^ 

dium. Edin. 1732, 8 vo. 
Eadem. Edin. 1733, 8vo. 
Haec fidfo fc Editionem fecundara pcrhibety 

mendturque impreflam. Edin. 1733, 

8vo. 

15. Love (John) Scboohnafter firft of Dunbar* 

ton^ and afterwards of Dalkeith. Ani- 
madverfions on Mr, Robert Trotter's. 
Latin Grammar. Edin. 1733, ^^^» 

i6. Ruddiman (Tho.) A Differtation upon the 
Way of teaching the Latin Tongue; 
wherein the Obje6tk)ns raifed againft his 
Grammar are anfwercdand confuted} and 
the vulgar PraeHcc, of teaching Latin by a 
Grammar writ in the fame language^ is 
juftified: With fome Critical Remarks on 
Mr. Jo. Glark of Hull, his new Latin 
Grammar, &c. Edin. 1733, 8v6. 

ay. Purdie (Ja.) Schoolmafter of Glalgow. 
Index to the Etymology of Mr. Ruddi« 
man's Grammar. Glafg. 1733, 8vo. 

aSi Stirling (Jo.) Introdu6tion to the fom- ;^arts. 

of Latin Grammar, &c. This,' after a 

X £ngular« 
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fingular, and (I may lay) a very idle 
manner, Mr. Stirling hath fubjoined to 
moft of the authors publiffied by him ; 
fuch as Cordcriusy Eutfopius, &c. 8vo. 
119. Mair (John) Schoolmafter of Air, Intro-*- 
duftion to Latin Syntax; or an Exem- 
plification of thei Rules of Conflruftion, 
as deHvered in* Mr. Riiddimah^s Rudi* 
jhcnty, fedin. 1755> ?vo» 
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Tm ATPENOIX, Ho.;. 

Various Proceedings, with regard to the Ufe 
of Ruddiman's Rudiments and Gram- 
mar in the fEgb School of Edinburgh. 
[See before, p. 96.] 

[ No, I. ] 

Edin% 2 Feb'^ 1785. 

THE Lord Provoft reprefcnted [to the 
Town-Council] that the prcfent method of 
teaching two grammars in the High School is 
much complained of^ and that it would be proper 
at this time to make regulations ; that peace and 
^ood order might be kept up in the faid fchool. 

His lordfhip therefore propofed that the Coim- 
cil remit to the Principal of the college, profeflfors 
Dalzel, and Hill, to take thefe matters under 
their confideration. — That copies of all ads of 
Council, containing regulations for the High 
School, be put into their hands, with a recommen- 
dation to them, to report their opinion what 
grammar fhould be taught, and what regulations 
the Council Ihould make, for promoting peace 
and good order in (aid fchooL 

[Na 
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[ No. 2. ] 

Heport on the foregoing Remit. 

The Principal of the Univerjitjr of Edin% 
with the profcffors of Greek, and Huma*^ 
nity, having been defired by their ho- 
nourable patrons, to report their opinion^ 
concerning the grammar, which ought to 
be taught in the High School of this city, 
and alfo concerning fuch regulations as 
ifnzy be proper tor promoting peace and 
good order in that fchool ; and having 
been at the fame time fumifhed with 
copies of the Afts of Council relative to 
thofe fubjefts on former occafions 5 Do, 
after mature deliberation, humbly offer 
the following opinion to their honourable 
patrons. 

WITH rolpeft to the proper grammar 
to be taught in the High School.—- As the 
late Mr. Ruddiman's Rudiments and Grammar, 
being the works of a very learned, judicious, and 
experienced mafler in the Latin tongue, have 
been for many years, and now are, taught, almoft 
univerfally in the fchools of this kingdom, and 
are at prefcnt the grammatical books ufed by the 

C c 3 four 
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four ordinary mafters of the High School, thq 
faid principal, and profeilbrs think, that the ufc of 
thefe books ought to be continued in the^ faid 
fchool : But, in order that the feveral claiTes, that 
are brought forward to the rcftor in fuccefiion 
by the faid mafters, may be taught grammar ia 
<an unifbrm manner, the principal, and profeflbrs 
are of opinion, that the four m^ers fhould be ap- 
pointed to meet together, and after the moft ma- 
jtupe conftiltation to feleft and maik out fuch 
rules or parts of rules in }luddiman's Grammar, a$ 
they think neceflary to be taught, and tiniformly 
to teach and ^ply thofe rules to their feveral 
chScsi and that then it fhould be recommended 
%o the reftor to continue the ufe of fajd rulc$ 
with the fcholars that attend his clafs. At fam^ 
time, if he finds it neceflary to add any other rulesj 
or any other grammatical obfervations, which he 
may deem ufcfiil, particularly in conneding the 
Englifh with the Latin grammar, that he may do 
this from the grammar publifhed by liimfelfi and 
they have no doubt that his own difcretion and 
follicitude for the improvement of his fcholars 
will lead him to avoid loading their memories 
with the repetition of new rules, of the fame 
import with thofe, which they have already 
learned. 

2. As to the difcipline of the fchool, the fkid 
principal, and profcffors think, that it would be of 
great benefit to the fcholars, if die public hall 

were 
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w^tc commodioufly fitted up, fo as » giv^ all the 
clafies, with their maflers, an opportunity to af- 
icmblc every morning for prayers, as jfontierly 
was the prafticc, previous to the building of the 
new fchool houfc, and alfo in the forenoon of 
every Saturday for public examinations, and pub- 
Kc repetition of feled paflages from the poets, 
hiftorians, and orators ; and for fuch parts of dif* 
ciplme as the reftor and mailers may find it 
proper to exercifc there, for the general, good or-*, 
dcr of the fchool. And laftly, for information 
reipefting the relative duties of the re6bor, and 
maftefs, the faid principal, and profefibrs beg 
kave to refer dieir honourable patrons to what is 
contained in thofe parricul^ points in the Adt of 
Council, dated 8 Feb^ 1710, which the faid priii- 
cipal, and profefibrs find to exprefs fuch injune- 
tions as intirely corrcfpond with their own fen«- 
timents on thofe fubjedts. Given undef OW hands, 
and dated 15 Odto' '1785, 

A Copy from the Aft of Council, 8 Feb^ 
17 10, fo far as relates to the difcipline 
of the School, referred to in the fore- 
going Report of the Principal and Pro* 
feflbrs. 

CONCERNING the difcipline of the fchool, 
it will be convenient that the difcipline of each 
dafs be excf cifcd as it was fome years ago by 

C c 4 i;^ 
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its proper matters m all ordinary cafes j but m 
great faults or diforders the boys that are guilty 
arc to be chaftifed by the reftor himfclf, that 
they may be afhamed, and others frighted from 
the like faults, — That as all the matters have the 
inunediate charge of teaching and difcipline in 
their refpedtive clafles, fo the rcftor fliall hzvt 
the fame charge not only in his own clafs, but 
take care alfo that all the matters wait punftually 
on the fchool at the ordinary dyet, be diligent and 
faithful in their bufinefs j and if any of them 
fhould either neglcft his duty, or perform it fu- 
perficially, or Ihould not obfcrve a prudent con- 
ftant courfe of difcipline, and good order> the 
reftor is then to admonifh him privately for the 
firtt time j for the fecond before all his colleagues^ 
and if he regard not that, the reftor is without 
delay to reprefent the matter to the Magiftratc$ 
;ind Town Council. 



[ No. 3. ] 



Unto the Right Honourable the Lord Pro-r 
voft and Magiftratcs, &c. of Edinburgh j 
the Reprefcntation of the Matters of the 



High School of Edinburgh. 



THE matters having met, at the defire of the 
honourable the Magittrates and Town Council, to 
confidcr a report tranfmittcd to them, from a 

very 
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very refpeftable committee of the Univerfity> 
relative to the Latin Grammar moft ufefiill for 
inflruding their pupils in the principles of that 
language, unanimoufly refolved to reprefent, and 
hereby do humbly reprefent, to their honourable 
patrons, i" That the Rudiments of the Latin 
tongue, publifhed by the learned and judicious 
Thomas Ruddiman, is the beft book, they have 
yet feen, for teaching children the firft principles 
of Latin. 2""^ That the Latin Grammar, publifh* 
.cd by the fame author, is in their opinion the beft 
fyftem of Latin Grammar, that has hitherto been 
taught in Scotland, f^ That many fenfiblc 
men have doubted, whether the rudiments or 
firift principles of Latin, ought to be taught in 
Latin, or in the mother tongue, or in both ; birt: 
that to boys who have learned the firft principles, 
the other grammatical rules and obfervations 
ought to be communicated in Latin, is a point 
About which hardly any doubt has been enter- 
tained. 4^** That although the language of gram- 
mar mult differ from the language of the hifto-. 
rian, the poet, and the orator, yet it is ftill the Latin 
language; and boys, while they learn Latin gram- 
mar, learn the Latin language at the fame time. 
5**" That a perfon who has acquired the firft prin- 
ciples of French or Italian will learn either of 
thefe languages much fooner if he lives in France 
or Italy, than if he continues in his native country j 
and the fe\ycr of his own countrymen he converfes( 
widi, he will learn thcfe or any foreign language the 

fooner. 
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foontr. 6** That when cncc a boy has kamcd 
the firft principles of Latin, the grammar in La- 
dn ought CD be put into his hands, the Latin 
rules ought to be conmiitted to memory, and the 
lUuftiatioos of theie rules, by queftions, anfwers, 
tod examples, ought to be as much as poifiUe in 
J^dn ', for this in fome fort refembles an exnigra- 
Cioa to ancient Rome, where bufinels of every 
Jcind is tranfadled in the (Ladn) language of that 
country. 7'^ That it is impofEble for them to 
mark out the niks of Mr. Ruddiman's Grammar, 
'which they will certainly and imiforndy teach 
during the courfe of four years in their relpcftivc 
clafl^s, for that mufl depend in a great meafiire 
bn the age and capacity- of their pupils: but dicy 
confider the whole fyftem as neccflary to be read 
and underftood> and the more of the rules diat 
can be committed to memory, and retained by 
frequent repetition, the better. 8'^ That if the 
reftor of the fchool take up the fame grammar, 
where they leave it, and continue the boys in the 
fame tram of repetitions, and feithful application of 
rules ; and if the Profeffor of Humanity, in the 
Univerfity, fucceed the reftor of the fchool in the 
fame exercifes, this unity of plan and of cxcution, 
in their opinion, mufl: promote the knowledge of 
the Latin language more than any other me- 
thod known to them. 9*^ That they would look 
upon it as a great advantage if only one Latin 
grammar was taught through the whole king^ 
dom ; and that the granmiar ou^ to be the 

book 
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book recpmmended by the experience of the 
greateft number of the moft judicious teachers, • 
, jfof this would tend to unite fchools and coUeges^ 
t:o direft the views of matters and fcholars tp ofl« 
pbjcft, .and conned them more clofely with the 
K^ublfc of Letters in Europe. lo'^ That th(t 
great fchools in England, which have inaintaiaecl 
their, charadlers for ages, and educated many 
fcholars of the firft eminence, h^ve for centu^ie^ 
perfifted, and ftill do perfift, in teaching Latia 
grammar in the J-.atin language, and in verfe 
rules, for the fake of memory. 1 1^^ That Mr,. 
.p.uddiman's grammatical works introduced them-r 
felves into all the moft confiderabk fchools of this 
country by their intrinfic merit alone, by which 
|Jiey ftill maintain their ground, and probably 
will do fo for ages to come j and many teachcr§ 
gnd fcholars of charafter, who have already 
learned fome other fyftem of grammar, convinced 
of the fuperior excellence of this, applied them- 
felves to tlje ftudy of the Latin language with 
much fatisfadion and improvement. X2'** That 
if two Latin grammars in one country feem hurt- 
ful, two in one feminary nriuft fcem much more 
hurtflil, and naturally tend to produce difcon- 
tents and animofities between teachers j confii- 
lion, perplexity, and ignorance among fcholars j 
^nd among boys of lefs difcernment they may 
produce a difguft at manly hardinefs and ufefuj 
labour, and perhaps at laft a fettled contempt of 
all grammatical and literary refearches. 13'** Tha^ 
they are perfuaded their fuccels in teaching de- 
pends 
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pends on their faithful and diligent profccution 
of the plan above recommended, and are fiiUy con- 
vinced their honourable patrons will never require 
them to give their countenance to mutilating 
abridging, altering, or corrupting, Mr. Ruddiman's 
Grammar in any way whatever. 14^* That they 
have carefully avoided all critical ftriftures upon 
the comparative merit of authors, nor would diey 
be thought to depreciate the well-meant induftry 
of any man ; they only beg leave to hint, that fo 
long as their labours are fo acceptable to the pub- 
Kc, and their claflcs fo well attended, the redtor 
never can fufFer by following the fame plan of 
teaching with them. 15'* That the plan of fchool 
difciplinc, fo judicioufly marked out by the A<9: of 
Council 17 10, they heartily approve, provide;d 
they could fee the leaft probability of its being 
carried into execution with temper, prudence, and 
cordiality.— The mailers of the High School 
cannot conclude this reprefentation without re- 
turning their warmeft and moft fmcere thanks to 
their honourable patrons, by whofe fpiritcd and ge- 
nerous aid, at the head of an approving and liberal 
community, they are provided with the beft teach- 
ing apartments in Britain; and bywrhofe unre- 
mitted exertions this city is beautified, extended, 
and improved in every quarter, and ftrangers arc 
encouraged to fettle here for the education of 
their children.-At the fanr:e time they are happy 
m afliiring the Magiftrates and Council that Aey 
will continue to employ their beft endeavour^ 

in 
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in promoting the improvement of the youtli 
committed to their care, which they confider as 
t^e tf\(A fuitable return they can make to their ho- 
nourable patrons and benefadors. 7 Nov' 1785. 
Signed by the four matters, Ja* French, Luke 
Frafcr, W" Cruicklhank, and W- NicoU, 
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The Rcmonftrance and Petition of the 
four Matters of the High School, hum- 
bly Ihewcth, 

THAT, whereas a Committee of Univerfity 
appointed by the Magittrates in confequencc of the 
complaints againtt the teaching of two grammars, 
to determine which of the two ought to have the 
preference, have given in a report ftiU fuftaining and 
authorifmg the teaching of both. 

1. The faid matters have had 13. years expe- 

rience of the efFefts of teaching two gram- 
mars on the education of the youth under 
their care. 

2. That they have found their pupils, inftead of 

being improved at the end of the fifth or fixth 
year under the reftor in grammatical know- 
ledge, from an almott total difijfe of the 
fules they had formerly been taught, mifled 
in that eflential particular, and much more 
ignorant of grammar than they were at the 

«nd of the fourth year. 

J. T\\ai 
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Tktz br t^ iac2iis mar fabaers» :Bd daf 
ptiijzrra -jf tie T«ra ia sBBreSccarf bnadi 
of cdscarioG, bav>c been g^adr ofaArufinC^ 
czr iimcr oKaDr bharr d. 
That rac prrfed dtaim cf 63c 
rixvini^anfing the rtfe j c u cc to 
the Nliginratics cxpreJklr weic that thcjr 
i!K>uk: dttero^nc, trliich of dk two gn^^ 
ought to hare the prrfirrence, docs in no 
dtgreet end to obviate, but to peipetusuc the 
eril, braudiorifingtheablunliKytioirof fliD 
continuing both* 
. That altho the redor fhodd, coiitniry to lu 
pradice hitherto, teach and apply fuch ndcs 
of Ruddiman's Grammar as his pupils luive 
been ufed to previous to dieir entering his 
clals, yet as he is left at liberty as above 
mentioned to carry them on in the more 
advanced parts of grammar on whatcvci* 
plan he pleafcs, however vague and however 
inadequate, inftead of purluing the well- 
known folid fyftem long ago adopted by 
every judicious teacher in this kingdom, it 
is too obvious the labour of the mafters 
and the progrefs of their pupils ^^i*^ inTditf 
end be in a great meafure fruftat^d, arid the 
• confequence be, that a finiftied Latin fcholar 
will never, in fpitc of the moft cohfcieritious 
and painful induftry, be produced in the 
fchool— an obfcrvation that ha$ l*cn already 

made 
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tMdt by fome pcribns with too* ihuch 

tmth* 
$;. That your petitioners are unanimonlly and 

decidedly of opinion that two grammars in 
' one fchool are incompatible with the good of 

tliat fchooL 

7. That they are unanimoufly and clcarty of opi- 

nion that' Ruddiman^s G^^mmar is beyond^ 
comparifoa the moflr coiftpleat and coxw 
Bcdt fyftem of Latin grwnmar that ever waa* 
pubKlhed'; . and tha« they ctonbt in chapaffcef ^ 
or confcicnce forbcati with however great? 
ndudance, remonftrating againft the teach-- 
ing of any other graitiittar whatever, as by- lb-' 
doing they would' expofe diemfdves tx)the» 
cenfure of the world, and incur the guilt of 
betraying the beft intereft of claffical edu- 
cation in this metropolis, and of difFufing 
the example through the kingdom. 

8. That your petitioners with gratitude acknow-. 

ledge that they owe a confiderable portion of 
wiiat claffical knowledge theypoflfefs to that 
karned and judiciousi work; and. fome of 
diem^ afc^r finifhing their ftudies at the Uni^ 
verfity, upionenteringieriotifly into the prac* 
tice of thc^profeflion, did lay afidc the granr- 
Hiai": they had;b€en taught iatJchoot as:er<-* 
roneousi and defe^ive^ and were at paih^^f^ 
ter they: wwcr gisown upto bcjuctt, to com*- 
xbU to^ momory a^ muoL asi they' could re*.* 

tain 
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tain of Ruddiman's Grammar, as a compkte 
and infallible diredory in teaching, prompt- 
ed folely by a ftrong convi&ion of its fupc- 
rior merit and utility. 
Your petitioners therefore, confiding intirely 
in the wifdom and patronage of their honourable 
patrons, who have ever conjunftly and mdividuaHy, 
in a public and private capacity, ihewn themfelvcs 
deeply attentive to the interefts of this feminary, 
hope they will maturely re-confidcr the matter, 
and fee caufe to refcind fuch part of faid report, 
as ordains the teaching of two grammars, and 
reftore the youth of this place, and the gramma- 
tical labours of the learned Mr. Ruddiman, to their 
juft rights. And your petitioners fhall ever pray ! 



[No. 5.] 

At Edinb", the 23 of Auguft 1786 Years* 
WHICH day the right honourable the Lord 
Provoft, the Magiftrates, and Council of the city of 
Edinburgh, being affembled — The Council having 
again taken into confideration the fituation of the 
High School, and the different grammars made 
ufc of by the mailers, they appointed the redtor 
and other matters to teach and inftruft their fcho- 
Urs by Ruddiman's Rudiments and Grammar, and 
X prohibited 
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prohibited and difcharged any other grammar to 
be ufed in the High School, and appointed ex- 
trafts of this aft to be tranfmitted to th^ reftor 
and other matters. 



[ No. 6. ] 

At Edinb^ the 29thof NoVeni' ijiS. 
WHICH day the right honourable the Lord 
Provoft, the Magiftrates, and Council, of the city 
of Edinburgh, being aflembled — Read letter from 
Dr. Adam, rcftor of the High School, relative to 
his teaching hisfcholars by Ruddiman*s Rudiments 
and Grammar; which being confidered, the Coun- 
cil, as patrons of the High School, ordered and 
direfted the reftor, and other matters, of the 
High School, to teach and inttruft their fcholars by 
Ruddiman*s Rudiments and Grammar, and pro- 
hibited, and difcharged any other rudiments, or 
grammar, to be taught or made ufe of by the 
re£tor, or other matters, in any of the claffes 
of the faid School^ with certification to thofe, 
who ftiall difobey or counteradt this injunftion, 
that they will do fo at. their peril, and incur the 
difpleafiirc of their patrons. — Ordered extracts 
to be fent to the reftor and each of the other 
matters, without abiding a reading in Council. 

Extrafted from the Records, 
by Jof. Williamfon. 

D d Thi 
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Thk appendix. No. 6. 

A Chronological List of News Pa- 
PBRs, from the Epoch of the Civil 
Wars. [See before, p. 114.] 

THE Diurnal Occurrences, or Daily Pro- 
ceedings of Both Houfes, in this great and 
happy Parliament, from the 3d of Novem- 
ber, 1640, to the 3d of November, 1641. — 
London : printed for William Cooke, and 
are to be fold at his Shop at Furnifall's-Inne 
Gate, in Holbourne, 1641. 

1 640 Nov. 3 to June 1 64 1 . — The fpeeches in 
parliament were publifhed, in 2 vols, pp. 
534, 1 641, for Wm. Cooke. 

1641-2 March 7. — Diurnal Occurrences of Par- 
liament. — No. 9. 

1641 Nov. 22 to 29. — Diurnal Occurrences; or 
The Heads of the feveral Proceedings, in 
the prefent Parliament. London: priated 
for John Thomas, 164T. 

1641-2 Jan. 10 to 17. — The Diurnal, &c. Loi\- 
don: for F.Coules and T- Banks. (Averred 
byJ.B.)— No.i. 
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i6^!-2jan. II to Feb. 3^ — Ireknd's True Diur- 
nal ; fent from an Alderman in Dublin to 
his Son in London. London : printed for 
Wm, Bladen. 

1641. — Warranted Tidings from Ireland. Lon- 
don: printed for Butter, 4to. pp. 5. — There 
were many occafional papers of news from 
Ireland, during the Irifli wars* 

4642. — A Speedy Poft, witK more News from 
HuU. 

1642 May 23 to 30. — The Heads of all the Pro- 
ceedings of both Houfes of Parliament. 
London : printed for J. Smith and A. Coe, 
1642. 

1642 May 24 to 2d June. — Some fpecial paffages 
from London, Weftminfter, York, Ireland, 
and other parts, coUefted for the fatisfaftion 
of thofe that defire true information. Printed 
for Tho. Baker. 

1642 June 13 to 20. — A perfect Diurnal of the 
Paflages in Parliament. No. i. — It contains 
the news communicated to parliament. 

1642 July 16 to 26. — A Diurnal apd Particulars 
of the laft Week's Daily Occurrences from 
,his Majefty in fevcral Places. Printed by 
T. F. for D. C. 

1 642 Auguft. — Special Paffages from feveral 
Places. 

1642 D^c. 20 to 27. — The Kingdom's Week- 
ly Intelligencer.— No. 1. 

Dd 2 1 642- J 
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1642-3 Jan« I. — Mercurius Aulicus, a Diurnal, 
communicating the Intelligence and Affairs 
of the Court to the reft of the Kingdom. 
Oxford: printed by H. HaU, for W. Webb, 
bookfeller, near to Queen's College. — The 
author was the well-known Sir John Bir- 
kenhead. 

1641-3 Jan. 9 to 16. — Certain Informations from 
fcveral Parts of the Kingdom.— No. i. 

1642-3 Jan. 23 to 30. — The Daily Intelligencer 
of Court, City, and Country, relating the 
moft remarkable PafTagcs in either, which 
may fave much Labour in writing Letters. 
London: printed for John Thompfon. — 
No. I. 

1643 ^^y 18 to ^5. — Mercurius Civicus : 
London's Intelligencer. — No. 3. — It is or- 
namented with a great variety of wooden 
cuts; and this number, containing a vote 
of parliament with regard to the Queen, i% 
ornamented with her majefty's portraiture. 

1643 June 9 to 16. — The Parliament's Scout's 
Difcovery.— No. i. 

1643 July 19.— Wednefday's Mercury; or Spe- 
cial Paflages : coUefted for thofc, who wifli 
to be informed. — No. i. 

1643 Aug. 16 to 22. — Mercurius Britannicus.— 
No. I. — The author was the able and 
changeful Marchmont Nedham. 

.^1643 
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1643 Sept. 23 to^o* — The True Informer.— 

No. I. 
1643 Aug. 30 to Sept. 7. — The Weekly Ac- 
count, &c. — No. I. 
1643 0<^- 13 t^. ^7- — The Scotch Intelligencer: 

or The Weekly News from Scotland and 

the Court. — No. i. 
1643 Oa. 27 to Nov. 3. — Informator Rufticus: 

or the Country Intelligencer.— No. i. 
1643 Oa. 21 to 28.— The Welch Mercury; 

communicating remarkable intelligences and 

and true News to the whole Kingdom. — 

No. I. 
1643 Sept. 30 to Oa. 6.—^h0 Scotch Dovcy fent 

out and returning, &c. London, 4to. — 

No. I. It has a wooden cut, reprefenting the 

dove with her fprig. 
1643 Nov. 2 to 9. — The Kingdom's Weekly 

Poft, with his Packet of Letters.— No. i. 

— It has a wooden cut, reprefenting The 

Poft on horfe-back. 
1643 06t. 23 to 30. — Mercurius Cambro Britan- 

nicus. The Britifli Mercury i or the Welch 

Diurnal.— No. i. 
1643-4 Jan. 23. — Mercurius Viridicu:^. 
1643-4 Jan.. 23 to 30. — The Spie; communi- 
cating Intelligence from Oxford. — No. i. 

— [Written by Durant Hothan, Sir John's 

fon.] 

D d 3 1643-4 



^o« THE^ LIFE OF [Appekdix, 

J 643-4 Feb. 6 to 13.— Mercurius Anglicus: or 

a Pofl: from the North, &c. — No. i. 
1643-4 Feb, i9toa6. — The Military Scribe? 

publifhing the true warlike Relations to the 

People, — No. i. 
1 643-4 March 1 2 to 1 9.— Britain's Remembran^ 

cer J of the moft remarkable Paflage in both 

Kingdoms. — No. i. 
1644 March 18 to May 13, — Intelligence fix>m 

tlie South Borders of Scotland: written from 

Edinburgh. — No. 8. 
1644 May 8 to 1 5. — Chief Heads of each Day's 

Proceedings in Pariiament. 
1644 June 7. — Mercurius Fumigofusj or the 

Smoaking Nofturnal. — No. i. 
1644 June 22 to July 2. — The Court Mereurie; 

containing the moft remarkable Paffages of 

the King's Army. Printed by Tho. Forget, 

No. I. 
J 644 July ic. — Le Mercure Jnglois. This 

French paper ha4 been formerly publifh- 

ed for two or three weeks, but difcon- 

tinued: from this time it was publifhed 

at London, weekly, on Thurfday mornin« 

at 9 o'clock. 
X644 July 30 to Aug. 6,— The London Poft, — 

No. I. 
}644 Sept. 13 to Sept. 20,— The Country Mef- 

fcnger J or the Faithful Foot Poft; contain- 
- jng his Weekly Intelligence^ &c, 

?^44, 
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1644.— Mcrcurius Hibernicus. Printed at 
Briftol. 

1645 March 27 to 3 April.— The Moderate In- 
telligencer. 

1645 -A^pril 12 to 19.— Mercurius Viridicus, &c. 
—No. I. 

1645 May 6 to 13.— The Parliament's Poft.— 
No. I. 

1645 July 24 to Aug. 28 — Heads of fome Notes 
out of the City; or The Scout. — No. 5. 

1645 July 22 to Oft. 14.— The City Scout.— 
No. 12. 

16450a:. 15.— The Kingdom's Weekly Poft. 
(according to order.) 

1 645 Nov. 25 to Dec. 2. — The Kingdom's Scout. 
No. I. 

1645-6 Jan. I to Feb. 16. — An exa6t and true 
CoUeftion of Weekly Paffagcs, to fhew the 
error of the Weekly Pamphlets; by authority: 
to be communicated from month to month. 

1645-6 Feb. 2. — Mcrcurius Academicus. 

1645-6 Feb. 16 to Mar. 2.— An exa<St and true 
Collection of the moft remarkable Proceed- 
ings of Parliament, and Armies. 

1645-6 March 7. — ^The Weftem Informer.— 
No. I. 

1645. — A Diary, or an cxa6k Journal of the moft 
remarkable Proceedings of both Ho. of Par- 
liament. 

D d 4 1^45^ 
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1645.— PrrfeS Pzfli^ts of cadi Dct's Pro- 

ifxf.- ft.-it^zi >xsrrc!ic3 of ?£rfi233K3t, the 
cr-k: Cd.t5f >:3 cf Lcr^rs t*Gcii the Army. 
x6ir. — rrrztzz DrjEraZ. ice. 
l€j,f Ms/ €.— Gtzf-ril Xi^ £cti 221 Psns of 

1C46 ^^f:. I J to -c— Th* Mi:it2-7 Aoions of 
Europe ; as alfi> dir Councils made public 
nlnrins tacrtao ; coucfied wcckhr for tiic 
TueijzT's FofL— Xo. i. 

1646 Nov. 25 to Dec. 2. — Diunnus Britanniciis^ 
Colk^^or of th* Ariirs of Great Britain^ 
zrA NtiitLil Proceedings in Eurc^. — No. 
X.— In No. 3. d:*itd December 8, i6j{6^ 
Tbii uzk was changed to Mercurius Diu- 
xir.us. 

1643-7 Jan. 7 to 14.— Toe LcxdcM Pcji. — No. i* 
1646-7 Jan. zor^ 27. — Mercurius Candidas : 

Wce^-vly Newi.— No. i. 
1646-7 Feb. 16 to 2j. — The Moderate Mef- 

fcnger. — No. 22. 

1647 Mercurius Medicus : or a fovercign Salve 
for thefc fick Tim.s. — No. i.— The year 
1647 was remarkable for the conteft between 
the Parliament and the Army. 

1647 June 17. — Mercurius Britannicus. — No. i. 
1647 July 26.— A Perfe^ Summary of the chief 
Paflages in Parliament, &c. 

1647 
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1647 Sept. 4 to 1 1.— Mercurius MelanchoUcus ; 

or News from Weftminfter and other 

Parts. — No. !• 

. Rex Carole, a te Valeat Ita 
e Vangelivm Scotia, 
per te, Vigeat Hibernia, 
Vt in te, floreat in Anglia, 
Legis, Sc pacis gratia. 

£heu ! quid feci mifero mihi ? , Floribus Auftnun^ 
Perditus, 8c liquidis immiii fontibus Apros. 

Woe i^me, undone, with Walls the flowers doc fadc^ 
The Chryftal fprihgs by Swiii(e, are puddle made. 

Printed in the yeere 1647. J. H. 

1647 Sept. 14 to 21 — Mercurius Pragmaticus: 
Communicating Intelligence from all Parts, 
touching all Affaires, Delignes, Humours, 
and Conditions, throughout the Kingdome, 
cfpecially from Weftminfter and the Head* 
Quarters. — No. !• 

When as we liv'd in Peace (God wot) 

A King would not content us. 
But we (for footh) muil hire the Scot 

To-all-be Parliament us. 

Then down went King and Bifhops too. 

On goes the holy wirke. 
Betwixt them and the Brethren blew, 

T'advance the Crowne and Kirke. 

But when that thefe had reign'd a time, 
Rob'd Kirke and Sold the Crowne, 

A more Religious fort up climbe. 
And crofh the Jockies downe. 

But 
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But DOW we muil have Peace againe. 

Let none witli fearc be vext ; 
For, if without the Kinge thcfe reigntf. 

Then heigh downe they goe next. 

■■■ By Marchmont Needham, fays 
Anthony Wood. 

1647 Sept, 17 to 24. — Mercurius Clericus : or 

News from Syon.— No. i. 
1647 Sept. 23 to 30.— Mercurius Anti-Pragma- 

ticus. — No. I. 
1647 Nov. 4 to 1 1. — Mercurius Populus ; or 

News declaring plain Truth to the People, 

No. !• 
1 6/irj Nov. 1 2. — Mercurius Rufticus; News from 

the feveral Counties. 

1647 Nov. 13 to 20- — Mercurius Bellicus: or 
an Alarm to all Rebels* — No. i. 

1648 Jan. 3 1 to Feb. 7.— Mercurius Elincti- 
cus : Communicating the unparalleird Pro- 
ceedings at Weftminfter, the Head-Quar- 
ters, and other Places, difcovering their De- 
fignes, reproving their Crimes, andadvifing 
the Kingdome.—No. i. 

— — •— Ridentem dicere verum. 
Quid vetat ? 

To kill the King eight yeares agon 

Was counted Higheft Treafon ; 
But now 'tis deemed Judy and done 

Ad confonant to Reafon. 

Thf 
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The Temple wa^ efteemed th^n 

Sacred and Venerable : • 
Adorn'd with grave arid godly Men, 

But now 'tis made a Stable* 

^Twas Crimmall to violate 
The wholefome Lawes o* th' Nadon j 

But (now we have a lawleiTs State,) 
'Tis done by ProclamatioB. 

Both Prince and People liv'd in Peace | 
The Land with Wealth abounded : 

But now thofe Bleffings fade and i:eafe» 
Thanke;s to the curfed Round-head* 

1648 May I a to 19, — Mercurius Honeftus; of 

News from Weftminfter. — No. i. 
11548 May 25 to June i. — ^Mercurius Cenfbrius; 

News from the Ifle of Wight. — No. i, 
1648 May 1 2 to June 16. — ^The Parliament Kite: 

or The Tell-tale Bird. lx)ndon, 4t0| pp, 8. 

No. 5. 
J 648 June 15 to 22, — TJie Parliament Vulture; 

News from all Parts of the Kingdom, 

London, 4to. pp. 8, — No. i. 
J 648 June 23 to 30. — The Parliament*3 Screech 

Owle; or Intelligence froni feveral Parts,— 

No. I, 
J648 July II to 1 8. — The Moderate: Impar- 
tially communicating Martial Afiuirs| to diQ 

Kingdohi,— No. i. 
J 648 July II. — Packets of Letters,— No. 17, 
J 648 July 25 to 31, — The Royal Piumal,— • 

No. I, 
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1648. — The Colchcftcr Spic— No. i. 

1648 Aug. 17 to 24-— •'Mercurius Fidelicus, — 
No. I. 

1648 Aug. 21 to 28. — The Parliament Porter : 
or the Door-Keeper of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. — ^No. I. 

1648 Sept. 28 to Oft. 5. — Mercurio Volponc : 
or the Fox. For the better Information of 
His Majefly's loyal Subjefts, prying into 
every Junto ; proclaiming their Defigns j 
and reforming all Intelligence. — No. i. 

1648 Oft. 10 to 17. — Mercurius Militaris : or 
the Armies Scout, &c. — ^No. i. 

1648 Oft. 7 to Nov. 8.— The True Informer : 
or Monthly Mercury; being the certain In- 
telligence of Mercurius Militaris. To be 
continued Monthly. — No. i. 

1648 Dec. 7. — The Moderate Intelligencer. — 
No. I. 

1648 Dec 4 to II. — A Trance : or News from 
Hell, brought frefli to Town, by Mercurius 
Acheronticus. — No. i. 

1648-9 Feb. 2 to 9. — The Kingdom's faithful 
and impartial Scout. — No. i. 

1648-9 March i to 7.— The Impartial Intelli- 
gencer. — No. I. 

1649 April 7. — A modeft Narrative of Intelli- 
gence, fitted for the Republic of England 
and Ireland. — No. i. 

1649 ^P^^ ^3 ^^ 3^- — England's Moderate Mcf^ 
fenger. — No. i. 

1649 
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1649 May i to 9. — The Perfedt^ Weekly Ac- 
count, &c. &c. 
1649 ^^y ^4 ^^ ^^* — Mercurius Philo-Mo- 

narchicus.— No. !• 
1649 May 22 to 29. — Mercurius Republicus.— 

No. I. 
1649 April 10 to 17.— The M^n in the Moon, 

difcovering a World of Knavery under the 

Sunne. — No. i. 
1649 J^^^ H^o 21- — The Moderate Mercury* 

No. I. 
1649 July 16 to 23.— A Tuefdaies Journal of 

perfe6t Paffages in Parliament, &c. &c.— - 

No. I. — This is ornamented with the Arms 

of tKe Republic. 
1649 Aug. 9 to 16. — Great Britain's Paine -full 

Meflcnger. — ^No. i. 
1649 Aug. 30 to Sept. 6.— Mercurius Hiberni- 

cus. — No. I. 
1649 Sept. 24toOa. I. —The Weekly Intelli- - 

gencer. — No. i. 
1649 Sept. 24 to Oft. I. — A Brief Relation of 

fome Affairs Civil and Military. — No. i. 
1649-50 Dec. 20 to 27.— A perfcft Diurnal of 

fome Paflages of the Armies in England and 

Ireland. Licenfed by the Secretary of the 

Army. — No. i. 
1649-50 Jan. 30 to Feb. 6. — The Irifli Monthly 

Mercury. — No. i. 
' 1650 June 6 to 13.— Mercurius Pouticus : 

1 com- 
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cofflpfifing the Simim of aU IntcDigence, 
with the Affairs and Defigns now on Foot, in 
the direc Nations of Eng^d, Ireland^ and 
Scotland: In Defence of the Common- 
Wealth, and for Information of die Peo- 
ple. — No. I. 

■ l isL vcrtcrc Seria Lndo. 

Her. de Ar. P^ef. 

1650 Sept. 24 to Oft. I. — Mercurius Anglicus, 
&c. London, 4to. — No. i. 

1650- 1 Dec. 27 to Jan. 3. — The Faidifal Scout, 
&c. — No. I. 

1651 July 28 to Aug. 4. — Mercurius ' Scoticus. 
— No. I. 

1651 Sept. 22 to 29. — The Diary (a Weekly 
paper). — No. j. 

1651 Nov.^Sto 25. — The P'rench Intelligencer, 
fairfifulljr communicating the chief Proceed- 
ings of the King of Scots, the King of 
France, and the Prince of Conde, &c. 
London, printed by Ro. Wood. — No. i. 

1651-2 Jan. 28 to Feb. 4. — Mercurius Bellonius* 
— No. I. 

1651-2 March 17 to 25. — The Dutch Spy, 
faithfully communicating the moft choice 
Intelligence from the States General, with 
their Defigns now on foot, &c. London, 410. 
No. I. 

1652 April I to 7, — Mercurius Democritus : 
or a Nolturnalj communicating wonderfiil 

a News 
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Ncwsfrom the World in the Moon. — No. 1. 

1652 April 22.— Mercurius Phrcneticus. A 
Weekly Paper. 

1652 April 22. — Mercurius ZeMicus. Hebdo-^ 
meda prima. 

1652 April 22. — ^The Theme, Scoto-Prcfbyter. 

1652 May 10 to 17* — The French Occurrences, 
— No. I, 

1652 May 10 to 17.^-Intelligence of the Civil 
War in France. — No. i. 

1652 June 21 to 28. — Mercurius Heraclitus : or 
the Weeping Philofopher (a Weekly Paper) 
— No. I. 

1652 July 19 to 26. — Mercurius Britannicus. 
— No. I. 

1652 Aug. 20 to 27. — Mercurius Maftix, faith- 
fully lafliing all Scouts, Mercuries, Pofts, 
Spyes, and others.— No. 1. 

1652 Aug. 25 to Sept. 8. — The Laughing Mer- 
cury: or true and perfeft News from the 
Antipodes. — No. 22. 

1652 Sept. 2 to 8. — The Dutch Intelligencer, 
— No. I. 

1652 Oa. 26 to Nov. I. — Mercurius Britanni- 
cus: for Ja. Cottrel. — No. 15. 

1 65 2. — Mercurius - Cambro - Britannicus : or 
News from Wales. 

1652-3 Dec. 20 to 27.— A true . and perfeft 
Dutch Diurnal (a Weekly Paper). — No. i. 

1652-3 Jan. 23 to 30, —The Loyal Intelli- 
gencer.'— No. 73- 

1652.^ 
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1652-3 Feb. 20 to 27. — Mcrcurius Pectus, com- 

prifing the Sum of all Intelligence, Foreign 

and Domeftic, — No. i. 

1652-3 March 13 to 20. — Mcrcurius Aulicus. 

— No. I. 

1653 Feb. 4 to 1 1.— The Faithful I^olt : for G. 
Horton.— No. i. 

1653 April 8 to 15. — The Moderate Publisher 
of every Day's Intelligence. —No. 93. 

1653 June I to 8. — Mcrcurius Pragmaticus. — 
No. I. 

1653 June 17. — The Daily Proceedings of the 
Arnlics by Sea and L^nd, under the Com- 
mand of his Excellency the Lord General 
Cromwell. By Authority. 

1653 June CO to 27. —Mcrcurius Radamanthus: 
The chief Judge of Hell, his Circuit thro' 
all the Courts of Law in England. — Ncf i. 

1653 July 4. — Several Proceedings of Parliament. 
— No. I. — [This was Cromwell'sParliament, 
-which fat from 4th July to 26th, 1653.] 

1653 Aug. — Mcrcurius Clafficus : communi- 
cating fome choice Intelligence, Domellic 
and Foreign.— No. i. 

1653 Sept. 14. — A further Continuance of the 
Grand Political Informer, &c. 

1653 Nov. 2. — Great Britain's Poft. — No. 136. 

1653 Nov. 2. — Mcrcurius Democrituss a truc^ 
and perfea No5lurnaL — No. 80. 

1653. — 'The Armies Scout. 

1653.4 
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1653-4 Dec. 30th to Jan. 6. — The True In- 
former, for T. Lock. 

1653-4 Jan. 4 to II. -—The Politique Poft, 
No* 12. — 

1653-4 Jan. 17. — ^The Grand Politique Poft, 
&c. — No. 1127. 

1654.— The Blood^s Almanack, or Monthly Ob- 
fcrvations and Predi6tions. 

1654 May I to 8.— The Weekly Poft, Hortpn. 
—No. 177. 

5^654 June 7. — Mercurius Fumigofus; or The 
Smoaking No6hirnal.-^No. !• 

1654 July 14 to 21. — Mercurius' Jocofuss or 
The Merry Mercury. 

1655 Oa. I to 8.~The Public Intelligencer, 
for Henry Hills. — ^No. i. 

1656.— There feem to have been in this year few 
or no additional news-papers fct up. The 
PublicJntelligencer, and Mercurius Politi- 
cus,were thetwo chief papers in 1655, 56, 
57, 58, 59, and were both publiflicd by order 
of Parliament. — In the year 1657 the col- 
leftor of the King's trafts ceafed (as he fays 
himfelf ) from his great pains and labour; as 
the publications became lefs numerous and 
interefting, 

1657 May 19 to 26. — The Public Advertifer. 

This is a weekly news-paper, which was 

printed for Newcomb in Thames-Street, 

gpd (^Qnfiih almofl: wholly of advcrtiiements, 

Ec? with 
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with the arrival, and departure, of ihippingy 
and with books to be printed*— No. i. 

1658 July ly. — Mercurius Meretrix; or th<^ 
Venereal Spy. Entered at Stationers Hall 
of this date. 

1659 May 3 to 10. — The Weekly Poft. — ^No. i. 
Upon the meedng of the Parliament reftored 
to freedom, after the death of Cromwell. 

1.659 May 5 to 12.— The Moderate Informer. 
—No. I. — ^All Occurrences^ at home and 
abroad. 

1659 April 16 to 23,— The Faithful Scout.— 
No. I. 

1659 May 25.— The Weekly Account, on the 
eflabliihmentofa jFr^^ ij//^/^.— Na i. 

1 659 June 23 to 30.— A particular Advice from 
the Office of Intelligence, near the Old Ex- 
change, and alfo Weekly Occurrences from 
Foreign Parts. —^ No. i. for J. Macock. 
— It was immediately entitled Occur- 
rences from Foreign Parts, &c. pub- 
lifhcd by Authority, and printed under 
iofh theje Htks. 

1659 July 19 to 26. — The Weekly Intelligencer 
of the Common Wealth.— No. i. 

1659 Sept. 30 to Oa. 6.— The Loyal Scout.^^ 
No. I. 

1659 Dec. 19 to 26. — The Parliamentary In- 
telli^nceri comprehending the Sum of 
Foreign Intelligence, &c. &c^— No. i. 

The 
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166a— Mercurius Publicus was continued 
under the old title; and No. i. was publiflied 
on Thurfday the jd January to the loth of 
January 1 660-1. 

1660. — The Parliamentary Intelligencer 
was alfo continued under the former title 9 and 
No. 14, dated from Monday the 26th of March 
to Monday the 2d of April, was faid to be pub- 
lilh^ l^y Order of the Council of State.-r^Tht 
No. 16 began with the following advertife- 
ment: — *' Whereas Marchmont Nedham, th^ 
author of the weekly news-books, called Mer- 
curiuj Politicus^ and the Publique Intelligencer ^ is 
by order of the council of ftate difcharged 
from writing or publifliing any fublique intel- 
ligence, the reader is dcfired to take notice, 
that by order of the faid council, Giles Dury 

. and Henry Muddiman are authorized hence- 
forth to write and publifh the faid intelligence, 
the one upon the Thurfday, and the other upon 
the Monday, which they do intend to fet out 
under the titles of ^e Parliamentary Intelli- 
gencer y and o( Mercurius Publicus '' -Thefe 

two weekly books ofnews which ini 6 5 6 had been 
entered in the ftationers rcgiftcr, as. the pro- 

' perty of Thomas Newcombc, with the licence of 

Eel Secretary^ 



4ia THELIFEOF [Appehdix. 

Secretary TTifurlow, were, on the 9th of April 
1660, entered as the property of Dury and 
Muddiman, by licence of the council offiate. 

1659-60 Jan. 6 to 13. — An exaft Account of 

. the Daily Proceedings in Parliament, No. 56^ 
which appears to have been revived upon the 
frefh meeting of parliament. 

1659-60' Feb. 21.— A perfeft Diurnal of every 
Day^s Proceedings in Parliament, No. i. — 
This paper contains various accounts of the 
rejoicings all over England, on perceiving the 
dawn of the Reftoration. 

1 66 1 • — In the Parliamentary Intelligencer (by the 
Parliament's diflblution having loft its name) 
this new year [1661] will beget another. 

1 66 1. — The Kingdom's Intelligencer, No. r, 
began on Monday the 31ft of December 1660 
to the 6th of January 1661. Publifhed by au^ 
thority. 

1663. — The Public Intelligencer; and the 
News^ No. I, began to be publilhed by 
L'Eftrange, on the 31ft of Auguft 1663. 

1665, — The Oxford Gazette, No. 1, was printed 
at Oxon, by Leonard Litchfield, and publifhed 
by authority. It was reprinted, in two fmall 
folio pages, at London, by Thomas Newcombe, 
for the ufe of fome merchants, and gentlemen, 
who defire the fame ; and was dated on Mon- 
day the T3th of November 1665. 

1665-6. — The London Gazette, being No. 24. 

©f the Oxford Gjizette, began to be printed 

9 frora 
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from Thurfday, February ift, to Monday Fe- 
bruary 5th, by Thomas Newcombe, over 
againft Baynard's Caftle, in Thames Street.— 
The Oxford and London Gazettes were for 
feveral years entered on the Stationers Regif- 
ter, as the property of Newcombe, who had 
formerly publiflied for Thurlow. 

1666.— The Current Intelligencer, 4th June. 

i666.-^Intelligence; byj. Macock. 

1668. — The Mercury J or Advertifemcnts con- 
cerning Trade. 

1669. — London Mercury, City and Country 
Mercury. 

1669.— The Faithful Mercury, imparting News, 
Foreign and Domeftick, aad July. 

The Englifh InteUigence ; by Thomas 
Burrell. 

1671. — The Proteftant Oxford Intelligence; or 
Occurrences, Foreign and Domeftick ; by T. 
Benfkins. 

1675-6. — Poor Robin's Intelligence, from the 
beginning ofthe World to the Day of the Date 
hereof, in written figures. Printed by A. P. 
and T. H. for the general affembly of Haw- 
kers. 

1677. — Poor Robin's Intelligence revived, 

1677-8. — Poor Robin's public and private Oc- 
currences and Remarks. Printed for T. C. 
near Fleet-Bridge. 

Ecj i677- 
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1 67 7-8. —Public Occurrences, truly flatcd by 

George Larkin. 
1678.— The Weekly Pacquet of Advice from 
Rome; or the Popifh Courant.— This paper 
began on the 3d of December 1678, and con- 
tinued to 13 July 1683. 
1679.— Relationes Extraordinariae. 
1679. — Mercurius Civicus; or An Account of 
Affeirs, Domeftick and Foreign ; by R. Eycr^ 
ingham. 
1 67 9.— The Weekly Intelligence ; or News from 

City and Country; by Samuel Crouch. 
1 67 9. — Friendly Intelligence. 
1679-80-1. — Domeftick Intelligence; or News 
from City and Country: publifhed to prevent 
falfe Reports. London: printed by Nathaniel 
Thompfon, next the Crols Keys, in Fetter 
Lane, for Benjamin Harris, -at the Stationers 
Arms, in the Piazza, under the Royal Ex- 
change, CornhiU. 

The Rotterdam Courant. 
Domeftick Intelligence, publifhed gratis, 
for the promoting of Trade. Printed by N.^ 
Thompfon, for Benjamin Harris. 
1679-80. — True Domeftick Intelligence, News 
both from City and Country; by Nathaniel 
Thompfon. 
1679-80-81. — The Current Intelligence, or an 
impartial Account of TranladUons, both Fa. 

reign 
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teigh ahd Dbtncftick. Printed for John Sniidi, 
bbokfeJJcrm Great Queen Strcct> 14 February. 

1679-86. —Loyal IhtelKgence; or News from 
City and Gountry;-~March; 

1679-80. — Catholic Intelligence J or infallible 
News, both Foreign and Dbmcftick, pubfilhed 
for the edification of Proteftants. Printed for 
J. How, in Si/^tething's Alley, ComhiU.— 
March. 

1679.— The Englilh Intelligence. Printed fof 
Thomas Burrell, kt the Gblden Ball, Fleet 
Street.-— 28 July. 

1679. — ^The Englifli Courant; or Advice, Do- 
meftick and Foreign. Printed for Thomai 
BurreM.-?-^S September. 

1679. — Mercurius Angtictrs; or the Weekly 
Occurrences faithfully tranfmitted. London: 
printed by Robert Harford, at the Angel yi 
Cornhill, 16 November 1^79; and revived in 
Gftober 168 1, by Richard Baldwin, in the 
Old Bailey. 

1679.— Englilh Gazette. Printed for W. E. 
and fold by Thomas Fox, at the Ang^l in Wcft- 
minfter Hall. — December iSyg. 

1680. — ^The Courant Intelligence j or an Impar* 
rial Account of Tranfa6Hons, both Foreign and 
Domeftick. Printed for Allen Banks, book- 
feller, in Fetter Lane. — 13 March. 

i68o.~'Weffminftcr Gazette; by Thomas Fox. 

1680-81-82.— The true Protcftant Mercury; or 

E c 4 Occur- 
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Occurrences^ Foreign and Domeftick; by 
Langky Curtis, beginning the aSth of De- 
cember: from No. 79. it was printed at the 
fign of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, neai* Fleet 
Bridge. 

The Univerfal Intelligence, for Langley 
Curtis. 

The Epitome of the Weekly News, for 
Langley Curtis. 

1680. — Mcrcurius Civicus; or the City Mer-^ 
cury, or a true Account of Afiairs, both Foreign 
and Domeftick. Printed by R. Everinghain, 
in Eve Mary Lane, for the Author.— March* 

1680. — The true Proteftarit Domeftick Intelli- 
gence; or News from City and Country. 

. Printed for the Author. — ^ApriL 

1680.— The Impartial London Intelligencer; or 
Occurrences, Foreign and Domeftick. Printed 
for Thomas Benfkin. 

1680. — Mercurius Publicus; or Domeftick and 
Foreign News. 

1680 to 83.— Loyal Proteftantj and true Domef- 
tick Intelligence ; or News, both from City and 
Country, publiflied to prevent the many falfe, 
fcandalous, and malicious reports. Printed by 
Nathaniel Thompfon. — 9 March 

1680. — Advice from Parnaffus* Printed for H. 
li. — January. 

1680- 1. — Proteftant Intelligence, Domeftick and 
Foreign. Printed for Fra. Smith, at the fign 

of 
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ofthc Elephant and Caftlc, in Cornhill. — No. i: 
February ift, 

168 1 -2-3. — The Obfervatorj by Sir Roger 
L'Eftrange. 

168 1. — The true and impartial Proteftant Mer* 
cury. Printed for R. Janeway, in Queen's 
Head Alley, in Paternofter Row. — No. i. 
27 April. 

1681. — The Weekly Pacquet of Advice from 
Geneva 5 or the Hiftory of the Reformation. 
Printed by N. Thompfon. — 12 May. 

1681-82. — ^Domeftick Intelligences or News, 
both from City and Country, impartially re- 
lated. Printed for T. Benlkin, in St. Bride's 
Church Yard, Fleet Street. — 13 May. 

168 1. — The Haerlem Courant, truly rendered 
into Englifh. Publifhed by Henry Rhodes,, 
next door to the Bear Tavem> in Fleet Street.— 
January. 

1 68 1 . — HeraclitUs Ridens. 

1 6 8 1 .-— Mercurius Bifrons ; or the Englifh Janus>, 
the one fide true and ferious, the other jo- 
cular. Printed for F. B.— February. 

i€8i. — Democritus Ridens; or Comus and 
Momus, a new Jeft and earneft Prading, con- 
cerning the Times. Printed for Francis Smith. 

168 1.— The Weekly Difcoverer ftripped naked, 
or Jeft in Earneft expofed to View in his pro- 
per Colours^. Printed for Benjamin Harris. 

168 1. — The Difcoverer ftripped naked ; or Jeft 
and Earneft expofed, B. Harris. 

i6ii. 
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J 6S I • — ^Vifions of the Pope. — Printed fi>r T. Bcn- 
fkin. 

1681.— The Weekly Vifions of the Popilh Plot. 
Printed for T. Benflcin. 

i68i.*^Veridicus, communicating the beftEn- 
glilh News ; by William Henchman. 

1681.— Weekly Difcovery of the Myftery of 
Iniquity^ in the Rebellion in England» 1641; 
by Benjamin Tooke. 

i68i. — News from the Land of Chivalry^ con- 
taining the pleaiant and deledtabk Hiftory, and 
the wonderful and flrange Adventures, of Don 
Ri^ero de Strangmento, Knight of the Squeak* 
ing Fiddk-ftick, and of feveral odier Pagon 
Knights and Ladies. Printed for J. P. 

168 1. — Dreams. 

t682*<^ London Merany; or News Foreign 
and Domefticki by T. Violet,— 6th ApriL 

1682. — Proteftant Courant; or News Foreign 
and Domeftick : Printed for Richard Baldwin^ 
near the Black Bull, in the Old Bailey. — April. 

168a. — London Mercury; or Moderate Intelli- 
gencer: by G. Croom, in Thames Street, over 
againft Baynard's Caftle.— June. 

1682. — Current Domeftick and Foreign Intel- 
ligencer i by G. Croom. 

1682.— Loyal Impartial Mercury; or News 
Foreign and Domeftick: by E. Brooks. — June. 

168 2. — Moderate Intelligencer. R. Robinfbn. 

1682.— Monthly Recorder of all Occurrences, 

both 
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both Foreign and Domcftick. Publilhed by 
Langley Curtis. 

168a.— New New3 Books; or Occurrences Fo* 
reign arid Domeftick. R. Janeway. 

1682.— -Epitome of Weekly News. Publilhed 
by Langley Curris. 

i682-3.--Conventicle Courantj fetting forth the 
daily Troubles, Dangers, andAbufes, that loyal 
Gentlemen meet with by putting the ]Laws in 
Execution againft unlawful and feditious Meet- 
ings. Printed for the affigns of J. HiltoQ, 
Gentleman. 

1683. — Scotch Memoirs, by way of Dialogue bc-^ 
tween John and Elymas. Printed, the No. i 
and 2 for William Abbington, and the fiibfc- 
quent numbers for Richard Butts, at the B^ar 
and Orange Tree, in Prince's Street. — Feb.. 

1683.^ — Intelligence for promoting Trade. Ben- 
jamin Harris. 

1683. — Jockey's Intelligencer of Horfes and 
Coaches.— J. Smith. 

1687-8. — Public Occurrences, truly ftafcd, with 
Allowance. Printed by George Larkin, at 
the Two Swans, without Bifliops Gate.— 
Feb. 21ft.— No. I. 

1688.— The Weekly Teft Paper. Printed by 
G, C. [George Croom] for the author. 

■iipiifii ■■ 

Tun 
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The REVOLUTION. 

x688. — Orange Intelligence j by G. C. [George 
Croom] 

1688.— London Courant, 

1688-9. — Orange Gazette, with Allowance. For 
Jane Curtis. 

1688-9. — London Intelligencer.— John Wallis. 

1688-9.— Univerfal Intelligencer. — John Wal^ 
lis. 

1688-9. — Englifli Courant. 

1689. — Geographical Intelligence. 

1689*— Haerlem Courant. Printed for John 
Search. 

1689.— The Roman Poft Boy: or Weekly Ac- 
count from Rome. Printed by G. C. [George 
r Croom] for John Mumford. 

1689. — The London Mercury; or Moderate 
Intelligencer. Printed by G. C. [George 
Croom] at the Blue Ball, m Thames Street, 

168 9. — The Univerfal Intelligence. Printed by 
Thomas More, in the White Fryars. 

1689.— A Ramble round the World; by Kaino- 
philus^a Lover of Novelties ; to which is added, 
the Irifh Courant. Printed for R. Janeway, — . 
No. I. — I ft of November. 

1689-90-91-92. — NewObfervators; or Mercu- 

riusL 
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rius Reformatus; by R. Baldwin and Dan. 

Newman. 
1690.— The CofFee-houfc Mercury; containing 

all the remarkable Events that have happened. 

Printed by J. Aftwood. — 4 November. 
1690.— ^Pacquets of Advice from Ireland^ mth 

the Irifli Courant. J. Hunt. 
1690.— Lampoons; or Reflections on Public 

News Letters. R. Taylor. 
1690-1. — Momus Ridens; or Comical Remarkg 

on the Public Reports. Publiflied by R. 

Taylor. 
.1691. — Weekly Remarks on the Tranfaftion*^ 

Abroad. Dan. Newman. 
1691.— Pacquet of Advice from France. R. 

Baldwin. 

City Mercury; or Advertifements con- 
cerning Trade ; by R. Everingham, Benjamin 

Harris, Mercury and Intelligence Offices, E.. 

Hawkins, &c. for divers years. 

Urbanicus and Rufticus; or the City 

and Country Mercury. 

Infernus ; or News from the other World : 

by Tho. Marlow. 

Englilh Intelligencer. Tho, Burhill.v 
Poor Gillan againft Poor Robin's Weekly 

Intelligence. 
X 69 1. —The Athenian Mercury, for John Dun- 
ton. 
16^1.— -The Athenian Gazette was a weekly 

paper. 
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paper, which was publiflied by the ever-to-bc- 
rcmembered John Dunton, at the Raven, in 
> jfewin Street.— By an^dverfifeAient inthe Athe- 
nian Gazette, dited the 8th rf February 1696, 
it appears, that the coffee -houfcs of London 
had then, exclufive of the votes of parlia- 
ment every day, nine news -papers every 
week. There feems not to have been, in 
1696, any daily paper. 



As early as the reign of Queen Anne, London 
enjoyed the luxury of a news-paper, every day. 
Yet, even, in 1709, there was 6f daily papers, 
only publifhed. The Daily Courant. 

On every Monday, Wednefday, and Thurfday, 
The Supplement. —^ The General Remark. — • 
The Female Tatleri — The General Poftfcript ; 

on every Monday, and Friday. The Bridlh 

Apollo. 

On every Tuefday, ThurlHay, and Saturday, 
The London Gazette.— The Poftman.— The 
Boftboy.— The Flying Poftboy. 

On every Tuefday, Thurfday, and Saturday, 
The Review. — . The Tatler. — The Rehearfal 
Revived.— The Evening Poft.— The Whifper- 
cr. — The Poft-boy, Junior. — ^The City Intelli-r 
gencer.-^ — And on every Wednefday and Satur- 
day, The Obfervator: making in all eighteen 
.diftinft news-papers, every week. 



u 
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In 1734,. there were publi/h.ed ui London, of 
DailyPapcrs, Three: viz. 

The Daily Couraijt, Printed by RuckJcy, 
Amen Cpmer. 

The Daily Poft, Meere, Old Bailey. 

The* Daily' Journal^ Appfcbcy, near Fleet 
Ditch. 

Of Weekly Papers, Six : viz. 

Mift's Journal, Great Carfer Lane. 
Ficeholder's Journal, Sharp, Ivy Lane. 
Applebey's Journal, near Fleet Ditch.. 
Read's Journal, White Fryers, in Fleet Street^ 
London Journal, Wilkins, in Little Britain, 
Whitehall Journal, Wilkins, in Little Britain. 

Of Papers publilhed Three Times every W^ek, 
Seven: viz. 

The Poft-Man, Leach, OU Bailey. 

The Poft-boy, James, Litde Britain* 

The Fly Poft,. Jenour, Giitfpur Street. 

The Whitehall Evening Poft, Wilkins, ift 
Little Britain. 

The St. James's Poft, Grantham, in Pater- 
ftofter Row. 

Bcrrington's Evening Poft, Silvcfter ^treet;^ 
Bloomfbury. 

The Englifliman, Wilkins, in litde Britain.. 

M And 
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And of Half-pqnnj Pofts, publifhcd Three 
Times every Week, Three: viz, 

Hcathcot's, Baldwin's Gardens, 

Parker's, Salifbury Coiirt. 

Rcad% White Fryers, Fleet Street. 

And the London Gazette, twice a week. 



Every kind of periodical publication incrcafed 
abxindantly, during the long and adlive reign of 
George 11. The number of News-papers, which 
were fold annually, in England, according to a 
three years average, ending with 

1753, was — — 7,411,757. 

Ditto, 1760, — — 9,464,790. 

With the commencement 

of hoftiliries, the annual 

number rofe, in 1756, to 10,394,146. 

and, in 1757, to 11,300,980. 



Such pubUcations have increafed ftill more- 
during the prefent reign. The following is a Lift 
of £nci«ish Nbws-Papers, in May 1792. 

LONDON 
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LONDON NEWS. PAPERS. 



DAILY PAPERS. 

Morning Chronicle. No. i, Shire-bne, Tcmpk- 

bar. 
The Diary. At the office, Salilbury-fquarc. 
The Herald. At the office. No. 18, C*thc- 

rine-ftreet. 
The World. At the office. No. 335, Stfand^ 
The Oracle. At the office. No. 132, Strand, 
The Times. At the office, Printing-houfe* 

fquare, Blaek-friars. 
The Star. At the office, Tempk-bar. 
The Argus. No. 5, Catherine-ftrect, Strand, 
The^ Gazetteer. No. 10, Ave-J^Iaria-Iane, 
Morning Poft. At the office, Blake-court, 

Catherinc-ftreet, 
Public Ledger. No* i^> Warwick -Iquare, 

Warwick-lane, 
Daily Advertifer. No. 33, Fleet-ftreet. 
Public Advertifer. Corner of Ivy-lane, Pater* 

nofter-row. 



Ff flVlK- 
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EVENING PAPERS, 

PubKfhcd Tuefday, Thurfday, and Saturday, 

General Evening Poft. No. 28, Paternofter- 

row, 
St. James's Chronicle. Corner of Union-ftreet, 

Black-friars. ' " 

London Chronicle. No, 71, St, Paurs-church^ 

yard. 
London Evenmg Poft No. 6, Old Bailey. 
Englifh Chronicle. Blake -court, Catherine r 

ftreet, 
Whitehall Evening Poft. No. 3, Peter^jorough*' 

court, Fleet-ftreet, 

Puhliflied Tuefday, and Saturday. 

London Gazette. Edward Jobnjioncy Warwick-, 
lane. 

" Publiflied Tuefday, and Friday. 

Courier de Londres (in French). No. 8j Coven- 
try-ftreet. Hay-market. 

Publifhed Monday, Wednefday, and Friday, 

Lloyd's Evening Poft. Spiljbury and Sony No. 573^ 

Snow-hill. 
London Packet. No. 12, Warwick-fquare, 
. Warwick-lane, 

4 Evening 
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Evening MaU. At the office, Printing-houfc- 
. fquarc. Black-friars. 

WEEKLY PAPERS, 

The Craftsman, No, 10, Ave-Maria-lane. *l 
Baldwin's London Weekly Journal. Corner of 

Unibh-ftreet, Black-friars. 
Weftniinfter Journal. No. 10, Creed -lane, 
. .Ludgate-ftreet. . 
Old.Britifh Spy. Same place. 
Johnfon's Britifh Gazette and Sunday Monitor, 

No. 4, Ludgate-hill. 
Sunday London Gazette. No. 14, Brydgcs-ftrcet, 

Covent-garden. 
Sunday (^London) Recorder. No. 48, Ludgate- 

hUl. 
Sunday Review. No. id, Orange-ftreet, Lei- 

cefter-fields. 
Sunday (The) Obferver. At the office, facing 

Norfoik-ftrcct, Strand. 



ENGLISH COUNTRY PAPERS: 

Birmingham Gazette, (Am*s) Thomas Pearfon^ 

Monday. 

Birmingham Chronicle, (Swinnefs) Swimey and 

TVdkery Thurfday* 

Briftol Gazette, miliam Pme^ Thurfday. 

Ff a Briftol 
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Briftol Journal, (FeUx Farley's) J. RudbaU, 

Satmrda/, 
Briftol Journal, (S^ab Farley's) Routbznd Peachy 

Saturday. 
Ikiftol Journal, (Bonner's) Samuel Bcrnner, 

Saturday. 
Briftol Mercury, Bulgin and RoJ/er, Monday. 
Badi Chronicle, Ricbard Crutwell^ Thurfday. 
Badi Journal, Hooper and Keene'Sy Monday. 

Bath Herald, fV. Meyler, Saturday. 

Bath Regiftcr, J. Jobrj/on, Saturday, 

Bury and Norwich Poft, (Printed ai Bury) P. 
Gedge^ Wedrxfday. 

Chcfter Chronicle, Jobn FletcbeTy Friday. 

Chcftcr Courant, (Adamses fTeekfy) Edmund Monk^ 

Tucfday. 
Cambridge Chronicle, Francis HodfoHy 

Saturday. 
Chelmsford Chronicle, Chtcbar and Co. Friday. 
County Chronicle (Printed in London) J. TVbehley 

Tuefday. 

Coventry Mercury, Noah Rolla/otiy Monday, 

Cumberland Pacquet, (Printed at Wbitehaven) 

John Warey Tuefday, 

Derby Mercury, (Drewry's) John Drewry^ 

Thurfday. 
Dorchcfter and Sherborne Journal, W. Crutwtlly 

Friday. 
Doncafter (Yorklhire) Journal, E. Sander/on y 

Saturday. 
Exctct 
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Exeter Flying Poft, kobert trewnumy Thurfday. 

Exeter Journal, £. Crigg^ Monday. 

Exeter Gazette, S. fFbolmer, Thurfday. 

Gloucefter Journal, Roherf Ratkes, Monday. 

Gloucefter Gazette, J. Pyth Frid^. 

Hamplhire Chronicle, (Printed at Wincbejier) J. 
JVilkis, Monday. 

Hampfhire Journal, (Printed at Wincbejier) J. 
Rohhins, ' Friday. 

Hull Packet, Lee and Co. Tuefday, 

Hereford Journal (Pugb's) D. Pf^alker, 

Wcdnefday^ 

Ipfwich Journal, Sbave and Jackjbn, Saturday. 

Kentifh Gazette, (Printed at Canterbury ) Simmons^ 
Kirkby, and Jones^ Tuefday and Friday. 

Kentifh Chronicle, (Printed at Canterbury) Wil- 
Ham Brijiowy Tuefday and Friday. 

Leeds Intelligencer, Thomas Wrigbty Monday. 

Leeds Mercury, James Bowlings Saturday. 

Liverpool General Advertifer, Jobn Gore, 

Thurfday. 

Liverpool Adveftifer, Thomas BiUingey Monday. 

Liverpool Weekly Herald, H Hodgson, Saturday. 

Liverpool Phoenix, R. Fergujon, Saturday^ 

Leicefter Journal, John Gregory, Friday* 

Leicefter Herald, R. Phillips, Saturday. 

Leicefter Chronicle, J. Ireland, Friday. 

Lincob and Stamford Mercury, (Printed at Stam- 
ford) Peat and Newcomb, Friday. 

F f 3 Man- 
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Manchefter Mercury, James Harrop^ Tuefday. 
Manchefter Chronicle, 'Charles fFheeTer^ Saturday, 
Manchefter Herald, M. Palkner and Co. 

'- Saturday. 
Maidftone Journal, John Blake ^ ' ' '.Tuefday. 
Newcaflle Courant, Hall arid Elliofl/ 'Saturday. 
Newcaftle Chronide, Solomon Hodgsoriy Saturday. 
Newcaftle Advertifer, M2/:5r(?ze;;/, ■ Saturday. 
Newark Herald, D, Holt^ . Wednefday. 

Northampton Mercury> Dicey and Co. Saturday. 
Norfollc Chronicle, {Primed at Norwich) Crouje 

and Steven/on^ , . . Saturday. 

Norwich Mercury, Tarington and Bacon, 

Saturday. 
Nottingham Journal, George Burgage, Saturday^ 
Oxford Journal, William Jackjon^ Saturday. 

Reading Mercury, Smart apd Cowjladey Monday. 
Suflex Weekly- Advertifer, (Printed at Lewes) 

TV. and A. Lee, Monday. 

Sherborne Mercury, Goadby and Ca Monday. 
Salifbury and N/Vinchefter Journal^ B.C. Collins^ 

, Monday. 
"Sheffield Advertifer, TVilliam Ward, Friday. 

*Sheffield'Regifter, Jojeph Galesy Friday. 

Shrewfbury Chronicle, "Thomas Woody Saturday. 
Worcefter Journal, (Berrow's) John Tymbsy 

Thurfday. 
Wolverhampton Chronicle, J. Smarty 

Wednefday. 
York 
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York Courant, G. Peacocky Tucfday* 

York Chronicle, Wtlliam Bldncbard, Friday. 
York Herald, ff^iifonj Spence^ and Ma^many 

Saturday, 



Kews-P AIDERS puMiflied in ScoTLAt^b> during 
thcYeaf I793* * '- * > 

Edinburgh Evening Coiirant, (Printed at Edii^ 

• ' iurgb) David Ramfi^y Mond^^ TKuriday, and 

-' * Saturday^ 

Edinburgh Gazette>* (Printed at Edinburgh) 

Twice a Wcck« 

Caledonian Mercury, (Printed at Edinburgh) Ro* 

bert Allany Monday, Thurfday and Saturday. 

JEdinburgh Gzxtxx&tXy- (Printed at Edinburgh) 

William Jobnftmy Twice a Week* 

Edinburgh Advertifer> (Printed at Edinburgh) 

James Donaldfony Tuelday and Friday. 

Edinburgh Herald, (Printed at Edinbur^) Stew-^ 

arty Ruthven, and Co. Monday^ Wednelday, aiidl 

Friday, 

• I have juft been opportunely infonned, that there was 
an Edinburgh Gazette, publifhed by Authority-^from Tuef-. 
day the 7th, to Tuefday the 14th of December 1680.— 
Printed by the heir of A, Anderfon, printer to the King's 
inofl facred Majefty. — No. 2. This Edinburgh Gazette ap- 
pears to hive been firft printed on the i ft of December, 
1680 : how long it continued I have not difcovered. 

F f 4 Edinburgh 
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Edinbui^h Caledonian Chronicle, (Printed ai 

Edinburgh) James Robertfon^ Twice: a Week. 

Glafgow Journal, (Printed at Gla/gow) Pet^r- 

• Tait, ' Tuefday. 

Glafgow Mercury, (Printed at Glafgow) Chapman 

and Duncan, Tuefday. 

Glasgow Adverdfcry (Printed at Glafgow J John 

Memtonsy Monday and Friday. 

Glafgow Courier, (Printed at Glafgow) W. Reid 

and Co. Tuefday, Thurfday, and Saturday. 
Britifh Chronicle, or Union Gazette, (Printed at 

Kelfo) James Palmer and Co. Friday. 

Aberdeen Journal, (Printed at Aberdeen) James 

Chalmers and Co. Monday. 

Dumfries Weekly Journal, (Printed at Dumfries) 
- Robert Jackfon, Tuefday. 



The average number of news-papers, whicU 

were printed, in England, at the clofe of the lat^ 

reign, was — — 9,464,790. 

The number printed in 17 90, was i4>o3 53^39. 

In 179T, — I4>794>^53- 

In 1792, — 15,005,760. 



TiMi 
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The appendix, N0.7. 

A Letter from George Nicolfon, Queen 
Elizabeth's Ambaffadpr in Scotland^ to 
Sir Robert Cecily the Secretary of State. 
£Thc Original is in the Paper-Office: 
and fee before, page 235.] 

IT may pleafe your honor. This dayc mom- 
inge at 9 howers at that tyde the K.[ing] 
wrote to the chancellor, fecretary, and others, 
and to fome of the kirk ; and word came hither 
in this m^ner, and the L.[ord] Secretary told . 
mc^ That yefterday th* Erie of Gowry fent the 
M' his brother M' Alex' Riven to the K.[ing3 
hunting in Fawkland Parke, fhewing the K.[ing3 
that where for his adoies he had muche troubles 
to git treafor &c. his brother th' erle had founde 
in an old towre in his houfe at S* Johnfton's 
[Perth] a great treafor to helpe the K.[ing's] 
tume w*^ w^*" he faide his brother wolde faine have 
the K.[ing] to go to fee quietly that day, where- 
on after the K.[ing] had hunted awhile and taken ' 
a drink, he tooke frefhe horfe and difcharged his 
company (to wit) the D^[uke] and Erie of Mart 
then in company w'** him, taking onely a few w*^ 
him J yet the D,[uke] rode and the Erie of Mart 
followed, and the K.[ing] met by the way the 
L.[ord]of InchchafFray who alfo rode w*^ him to 
S' Johnfton's, where the K-[ing] cominge, th' 

erlf 
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eric meting him carj-ed him into his houle, and 
gave him a good dyiincri and after went to d3mnef 
w*** the D.[uke] and his company^ the M' in the 
meane tymc of their dinmg perfwaded the K.[ing]| 
to go w''' him quietly to fee iti as the K.[ing3 
difcharginge his company to follow^ went w*^ the 
M*' from iSaithe to ftaithc and chamber to cham- 
ber locking ftill the doors behinde him until! he 
came to a chamber where a man was, w*^thc 
K.[ing] thought had ben the man had kept th^ 
creafbr. There the M' cleked hold on the 
K.[ing] and drew his dagger, fayeing he had kill-^ 
cd his father, and he wolde kill him; the K.[ing] 
w"** good wor Jes and meanes fought to difwaid him^ 
feyeing he was younge when his fatlier was exe- 
aited and dyvers others honeft men, that he wras 
innocent thereof, had reftorcd his brother, and 
for amends made him greater then he was, that 
if he killed him, he could not efcliape, nor be 
his heir ; That he prefumed M' Alexander had 
learned more divinity than to kill his Prince i 
afluringc him, and tairhfoily promifing him, that 
if he wold leave of his enterprice he v/old forgive 
him, and kepe it fecrett as a matter attempted 
iipon heate and raJhenefs onely^ That to thelfe 
the M' replied, what was he preachinge, that 
ihould not helpe him, he fhculd dye, and that 
therewith he fixoke at the K.[ing] the K.[ing"] 
and he bothe going to the ground, that the M' 
called to the man there prefent to kill the K.[ing3 

That 
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That, the itfan ^nlwered, tie had nether haite nor 
hand, and^yet is a very curragioufe rnan, thax 
the K.[ing]. having no dagger, but in his hunting 
cloths w^^ his home yet defended himfelf from 
the M' and in ftrugling got to the windowe where 
he cryea treafon, w^*^ S'] Tho' Erftih, John 
Ramfay, and Doctor Harris, hearing rah up after 
the K.^ing] blit found, the doors fhutt as they 
could hot pafle, yet^ John 3Ramfay knowing ano- 
ther way got up and ih'to the K.[ing] who cryed 
to JdHh he tvas flaine, whereon John out w'** his 
rapier' and killed the M'; in this tyme that th' 
erle fhould tell the duke, Marr, and the. reft, 
that the K.[ing] was gone away, out at a back 
gate, that they ran out and Gowry w*** him, and 
miffing him that th' erle faide he wold go back and 
fee where the K.[ing] was, that he w^^ 8 w^^ him, 
w*"* a fteele bonnett and two rapiers ran up the 
ftaires, that John Ramfay, meting them w^** drawn 
fwordes, S"^ Tho' Erfkin and Doftor Harris be- 
ing then comed to John, after fondry ftrokes in 
the end killed the erle alfo, S' Thomas being 
hurt and Doftor Harris mutulatc and wanting 
a fingers. That this ftir being, the townes meii 
and Gowrie's frends in evil appearance laid, they 
wold have accompt where th* erle was, or they 
wold pay the grene cotes, to pacific w*'^ the 
D.[uke] and Mar, were fent to the magiftrates 
and fo quieted the matter, as the K.[ing] and 
his company gott away, the K.[ingj thanking 

God 
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God for his dcUverincCi and yefternight knight- 
ed as 1 heare John Ramfay and Doftor Harris, 
but the iccretary told it not me *^* Upon thefe 
Ires corned from the Courte, the whole council 
here convened, and in end at one of the clock 
roi^ and came all to the market Crofle^and there 
by found of trumpett intimated but in href the 
liappie efchape of the K.fing] and their aft that 
they made in council for the people to thank 
God for it, and in joy thereof to ring bells and 
build bon^ fires; M' David Lindfay {landing 
.with the council on the crofTe made a pithy and 
ihort exhortation to the people to prayfe God 
for it, and thefew*^ praied and praifed God foi* 
the fame, the whole council on their knees on 
the crofTe, and whole people in the flretes in like 
forte, the peces of the caftle alfo fliotte in joye, 
the few bells yet ringing, the youthes of the townd 
gone out to fkirmifh for joye and bori^ fires to 
he bildcd at night. And the council to go this 
tyde over to Che K.[ing] for further deliberation 
in this matter. The K.[ing] at his retorne to 
Fawkland prefentlie caufe thrufi out of the houfc 
from the Q^[ueen] Gowrie's two fiflcrs in cheif 
credyt w*^ the Queue, and fwears to roote out 
that whole houfe and name: upon the conveninge 
of the council the pontes of the towne were fliutt 
for apprehendinge Gowrie*s other brethren, and 

• M* James Hamilton is this day gone to England. 

tKc 
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the lands are to be given to thefe new icnights 
and others. This is the informatiort and reporte 
corned yet hither by the K.[ing's] command, 
w^** fome yet doubted to be folly fos what will 
follow I remit to the fequclli being glad the 
K.[ing] is fefe without hurte- Gowrie'3 fccrc- 
tary is taken, and matters hope to be difcovcredi 
by him. Some falfe lyenge villains gave it out 
I fhould have ben this day mome at Leith bv 3 
of the clock, and fhould fay, being aflced by Ont^ 
that I was there attending ftrangc newes from 
beyond the water. I tolde the ftcretar}^ of it, 
that it was falie, as God be thanked it is, and 
that if I were charged by any fuch devilifli dc-^ 
vices, I wold refufc no deboflicd iwinger or 
bloody viUaine that ihoujd b^ fo fuborncd to put 
dpubt toward? m(? -, praying the fecrctarje to re-* 
member it ai)4 fay it for m?, if he hard it. That 
your honor fees how the malicious here ipite me;, 
in what danger I live, and how fubjeft I am to all 
accufation here, and fbme praftifing kn^avc^i 
wold whilper it that this plot fhould be drawne 
an4 diyifcd in other parts, Ingland\ But 
thus much for this tynie in hafle, w*** myne hum-r 
ble duty & fervice. I pray God prcfervc y</ 
hon\ Edenburgh the 6^^ of Auguft i6co, 
yp' honor's &c. &c, 

Geo* NigQi«90K% 
I have no copie of this, 

• Tlu« word is interlined. 

Mem* 
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MEM,~This muft be, allowed to be a very 
fiHerefting ktterf as it exhibits a ftriking pic- 
ture of that fingular tranfaftion, at the moment, 
and of the manners of the times* In it we fee, 
that the King had on a hunting-horn; that the 
King and his attendants wore grene cotes; and 
that the Eari of Cowrie's two fifters^ lived in the 
palace, at th^ moment of the confpiracy, and 
were in ch^W^(fyt with the ^ene. The forego- 
ing ,/iffpatfh of Nicolfon proves very clearly, that 
Queen Elizabeth had no finger in that ^jieyp^vtu 
pilarly when Nicolfoa's declarations arc CQuplcd 
)«rith the fi^bjoined 



i.ETTER from Lord Willoughby, Queen 
Elizabeth's governor of Berwick, to Sir 
Kobert Cecil. [The Original is in the 
Paper-Office,] 

Sir, 
I received your packet to M' Hudfon the 

1 8*^ of diia month, and another to M' Ralph 
Gray this morning both which I have difpatched 
acordingly, but fuch is the negligence of the 
pofts that the packetts are 7 or 8 dayes in com- 
ing. For occurens yt is iincertain, whether the 
ccnvention hold, but the King is refolved to hate 
JDifliopes: The Marquis of Huntley have recon- 

... ciled 



1^0.7.3 THOMAS RUJJDIMAN. 449 

ciled the King and Queen, The Erie of Mar i^ 
retired to Stirling, who hath very diflionorably 
fuggefted [to] the King, that I >y^s privy to the 
praftice of th? Earl of Goury : his reafon to in-r 
iduce hiip to belieye yt was, becaufe I gave the 
faid earle kind entertainment at his being ^t 
London* Othpr ncwes hear is none, but that 
the contry \s in very good quiet, which courfc I 
will endeayour to continue in the town to my 
utmoft. But foch are the contentions of the 
council hecr that unlefs S' YfiH. Bowes had car* 
ried himfelf very difcreetly and I myfelf prefently 
prevented yt, they had quarrelled in my bed 
jchamber, being at council. Thus, not willing tQ 
froble you ^ny furtfier, I reft 

Yo" faithfully affured 
Berwick, this to doe you fervice, 

^i October i^oo, P/ WvLLouGHBy^ 

Mbm. There is bound up with the foregoing 
letters, ^* The true cjifcourfe of the late trea- 
*^ fon attempted againft his Majcfty's royal 
" perfon, by the late Earl of Gowry, an4 
" his brother Mr. Alexander Ruthven, the 
^' 5th Auguft i6qo.^' 
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Tn APPENDIX, Kbb S. 

A List of the Books, which were prioocd 
by Thomas Ruddiman. It is as czccn* 
five a Lift as I could make, widiout the 
infpe&ion of the account>books <^ the 
prindng-ofEce. — See before, p. 272. 
— John Cook was the conedxir of Rud« 
diman's prc6, in 1737; but, when he 
began, or how long he continued, in that 
fervicc, I am unable to telL 

THIS year [17 15] Thomas Ruddiman firft 
began to print. And, in this year, he print- 
ed the one half of the fecond vc^ume of " The 
** Martial Atchievcments of the Scots Nation : 
*' Being a fijl, complete, and genuine Hiftory of 
** Scotland, from the Year of God 13291 to the 
•* Year 1514; with a clear and demonftrative 
" Confutation of the Errors of former Writers, 
**^ whether domeftic or foreign: And a Survey of 
" the Military Tranfadtions, wherein Scotland or 
** Scotfnnen were remarkably concerned, during 
'* that Period of Time. — By Patrick Aber* 
^* cromby, M- D. vol. 2. 

«' Hie manus ob patriam pugnando vulnera pafE i 
^ Quique fui jpaemorcs alio* fccere mcrendo. 

«* Hit 
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" Hie quibus invifi fratres> dum vita manebat, 
*' Pulfatufque parens :— — - 

■ ■ *' Quique Arma fecuti 
** Impia 'y nee veriti dominorum fallcre dextits; 

«* ViRo. -^eid. Lib. 6," 

Edinburgh, printed by Mr. Robert Frccbairni 
printer tathc King's moft excellent Majefty, and 
fold at his fliop in the Parliament-Clofsi MDdcxv. 

PP- 545- 

The Dignity of the Scottifh Peerage vindi-» 
catcd. Edinburgh, printed in the year MDccxiXa 
4to. pamphlet, pp. 32* 

Poems: by Allan Ramfay* 

Let them eehfurci what care 1 1 
The herd of critics I defy. 
No, no, the fair, the gay, the youngs 
Govern the numbers of my fong : 
All that they approve is fweet. 
And all is fenfe that they repete. 

Prior, from Anacreoii^ 

Edinburgh: printed by Mr. Thomas Ruddi- 
man, for the author, MDccxxii 4to. pp. 400. 

Epiftolse Jacobi Quarti, Jacobi Quinti, et 
Mariae, Regum Scotorumj Eorumque Tutonim 
& Regni Gubernatorum ; Ad Imperatores, Reges> 
Pontifices, Principes, Civitates, & alios, ab Anno 
1505, ad Annum 1545. — Interjcftasfunt quaedam 
exterorum Principum ac Virorum illiArium li- 
teral Vol.1. — Edinburgi: In ^dibus Thomae 
Ruddimanni. Proliant venales apud M. Ja~ 
G g cobum 
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cobum M^Eucn, Georgiurh Stewart & Joanne m 
Paton. MDccxxii. 8vo, pp. 360. 

Ovidij Deccrpta ex Metamorphofcon libris> 
Notis Anglicis Gul. Willy motti et ThomseRud- 
dimanni. Edin. mdccxxiii. i2mo. 

The Ever-Green, being a CoUeftion of Scots 
Poems, wrpte by the Ingenious before 1600. 
Vol. i'. publilhed by Allan Ramfay. 

.^^ Scill green with bays each ancient altar ftands, 

^H| Above the reach of facrilegioas hands. 

Secure from flames, from envy's fiercer rage, 
Dellrudive war and all-devouring age. 

Pope. 

Edinburgh : printed by Mr. Thomas Ruddi- 
man, for the publifher, at his fliopnear the Cro£s> 
MDCcxxiv. lamo. pp. 272. 

The Ever-Green, being a CoUedion of Scots 
Poems, wrote by the Ingenious before i6oo* 
Vol. 2. 

Quha dar prefume thir poetis to impurig, 
Quhais fentence fweit throw Albion bin fung. 

Sir D. Lindsay. 

Edinburgh: printed by Mr. Thomas Ruddi- 
man, for Allan Ramfay, mdccxxiv. • i2roo. 
pp. 288. 

Epiftote Jacobi Quarti, Jacobi Quinti, et 

^ Maris, Regum Scotorum, Eorumque Tutonim 

& Regni Gubernatorum ; Ad Imperatores, Re- 

gcs, Pontifices, Principes, Civitates, & alios, al> 

I AnnQ 
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Anno 1505, ab Annum 1545. Intcrjeftse funt 
qusedam exterorum Principum ac Virorum illuf- 
trium literal. Vol. 2. — Huic Volumini ift Cdce 
fubjunfta eft Jppendix quorundam Aftomm pub- 
licorum, Hiftoriam Scoticam, per primum fere 
Mariae Reginae quinquennium, magnopere il- 
luftrans. — Edinburgi : In ^dibus Thomae Rud- 
dimanni. Proftant venales apud Wf. Jacobum 
Mackeuen, Georgium Stewart & Joannem Pa^ 
ton, MDCCxxiv. 8vo. pp. 395. ^^1^ 

HPXIAIANOT ISTOPinN BI3AIA H. Hero- 
d;ani Historiarum, Libri VIIl. Ad optir 
morum codicum fidem fummo ftudio recogniti et 
Emendati. — Pnemifla eft M. Antonini Phi- 
LosoPHi Vita, a Jo. Xiphilino Confcripta.— 
Edinburgi: In iEdibus Thom^e Ruddimanni> 
Sumptibus Jo. Patoni, Bibliopolae in Area jPar- 
liamentaria, mdccxxiv. 8vo. pp. 313. 

GrammaticaeLatinae InftitutioneSj Facili, atquc 
ad Puerorum captum accommodata, Methodo 
perfcriptas. Additas funt, in Proveftiorum gra- 
tiam, Notae perpetuae : Quibus non Solum La- 
tini fermonis Pra^cepta plenius explicantur, fed & 
ea pleraque omnia, quae a fummis Grammaticis 
aliifque ad hanc Artem illuftrandam funt obfer- 
vata, fuccinfte fimul perfpicuequc traduntur.— 
Perfecit, & fuis Animadverfionibus auxit, Thomas 
Ruddimannus, A. M. — Pars Prima.— Qui ante 
Hos ifta moverunt, non domini noftri, fed duces 
G g 2 funt. 
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funt. Patet omnibus Veritas ; nondum eft occu- 
pata : multum ex ilia etiam futuris relidum eft. 

Senec. 

Corrigenda fi qua fane vifa vobis hiac errunt ; 
Non ero llulte repugnans, aut amans prave mea, 
Quim ilatim culpanda delens^ prxbeam re6lis locum. 

Tbr. Maurus. 

Edinburgi: In iSldibus Auftoris, mdccxxv. 
8vo. pp. 329. 

Colleftions relating to the Hiftory of Mary 
Queen of Scotland, vol. 3. Edinburgh: printed by 
Mr. Thomas Ruddiman^MDccxxvii, 4to.pp. 255. 

Cantici Solomonis Paraphrafis Gemina ; Prior 
vario Carminum genere, altera Sapphicis verfi- 
bus perfcripta. — Notis Criticis & Philologicis 
illuftrata* — Auftore Joanne Kerro Dunblanenfi, 
GraecarumLiterarum in CoUegio Regio Univer- 
fitatfs Aberdoncnfis Profeflbre. Edinburgi: 
In iTidibusTho. Ruddimanni, Impenfis Auftoris, 
Mdccxxvii, i2mo, pp. 96. 

Poems : by Allan Ramfay. 

Men ftill are men, and they who boldly dare. 
Shall triumph o'er the Tons of cold defpair.— 
We bring fome new materials ; and what's old. 
New call with care, and in no borrowed mold. 
Late times the verfe may read, if thefe refufe. 
And fiom four criticks vindicate the mufe. 

Dr. Young. 

Vol. 2. -r- Edinburgh: printed by Mr. Tho-. 
mas Ruddiman, for the Author, md.ccxxviii. 
4to, pp. 428. 

The 
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The Trial of James Carnegie of Finhaven, for 
the murder of Charles, Earl of Strathmore. — 
Edin. printed by Mr. Tho. and Walt. Ruddi- 
mans, and fold at their printing-houfe, in the Par- 
liament-Clofe, An. mdccxxix. 4to. pp. 125. 

Grammaticae Latinas Inftltutiones, Facili, at- 
que ad Puerorum captum accommodata, Me- 
thodo perfcriptae. — Additas funt, inProveftiorum 
gratiam, Notae perpetuas: Quibus non folum 
Latini fermonis Praecepta plenius explicantur, fed 
& ea pleraque omnia, quae a fummis Gram- 
maticis aliifque ad hanc Artem illuftrandam funt 
obfervata, fuccinfte fimul perfpicueque traduntur. 
Perfecit, & fuis Animadverfionibus auxit, Tho- 
mas Ruddimannus, A. M. — Pars Secunda.— 
Peflime de pueris merentur praeceptores, qui aut 
regulas nullas tradunt, aut certe ftatlm abjiciunt, 
& magnifice promittunt, fore, ut ufu loquendi 
difcantur Conftruftiones. Nam illi qui non no- 
runt regulam, etiamfi legunt exempla in audori- 
bus linguae, tamen loqui non fatis audent, quia 
non habent certam rationem, ad quam dirigant 
compofitionem verborum. — Quare publice debe- 
bant in tales Praeceptores poen« conftitui, qui 
Prascepta faftidiunt. Omnin6 Vnim danda eft 
opera, ut tamdiu in ipfa arte detineantur adolef- 
centes, donee perfefti Grammatici, donee Archi- 
tefti Sermonis, & abfoluti artifices evaferint. 

Ph. Melanchton, 
Edinburgi : In iEdibus Auftoris, mdccxxxi. 
8vo. pp. j88. 

G g 3 Two 
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Two Grammatical Treatifes : viz. 
I ft. Animadverfions on the Latin Grammar, 
lately publilhed by Mr. Robert Trotter, School- 
mafter at Dumfries. By Mr. John Love, School- 
mafter at Dumbarton. 

2dly. A Diflertation upon the Way of Teach- 
ing the Latin Tongue: wherein the Objedions 
raifed againft Mr. Ruddiman's, and other fuch 
like Grammars, for their being too full and par- 
ticular, arc anfwered and confuted ; and the vul- 
gar Praftice of teaching Latin by a Grammar 
writ in the fame Language, is juftified and de- 
fended. Together with fome Critical Remarks 
on the New Latin Grammar, compofed by Mr. 
John Clarke, Schoolmafter at Hull. And on the 
life he would have to be made of his literal 
Tranflations. By another Hand. 

— ~— - — Brevis efle laboro, 

Obfcurus fio. 

Interdum vulgus redum videt. — 

HORAT. 

Edinburgh: Printed in the year mdccxxxiii. 
8 vo. pp. 1 1 9. 

Kemarks on Mr. Innes's Critical Effay on the 
Ancient Inhabitants of the Northern Parts of 
Britain or Scotland. Edinburgh: Printed by 
Tho. andWal. Ruddimans, mdccxxxiii. 4to. 
PP-32. 

The Hiftory of the Affairs of Church and 
State in Scotland, from the Beginning of the Re- 
formation, 
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formation, in the Reign of King Jwnes V. to the 
Retreat of Queen ^Jary into England, Anno 1568. 
Taken from the public Records, and other au- ' 
thentic Vouchers. — Volume i. — Edinburgh : 
Printed by Thomas and Walter Ruddimans, for 
George Stewart and Alexander Symmer, Under- 
takers, and fold by them and Gavin Hamilton, 
Bookfellers. mdccxxxiv, folio, pp. 858. 

A Treatife concerning the Origin and Progrefs 
of Fees i or. The Conftitution and Tranfmiflion 
of Heritable Rights: being a Supplement to 
Spotifwood*s Introduftion to the Knowledge of 
the Stile of Writs. 



Si quid novifti reftius iftis. 



Candidus imperti : fi non, his ut^re mecuni. 

HOR. ^ 

Edinburgh: printed by T. and W; Ruddi- 
man. Sold by J. Aitken, at his fhop in the Par- 
Jiament-Houfe, and other Bookfellers in Town, 
MDccxxxiv, 8vo. pp. 276. 

Georgij Buchanani, Scoti, Poetarum fui feculi 
facile Principis Paraphrafts Pfalmorum Davidis 
Poetica. — Cum Alexandri Julij, Edinbui-geni, 
Ecphrafi y et Notis integris CI. virorum Thomas 
Ruddimanni, & Petri Burmannij Sele6lifque Na- 
thanis Chytraei Scholijs : quibus fuas quoquc 
Adnotationes adjecerunt Editores, Kdinbiirgi : 
Apud T. and W. Ruddimannos: Venales 
proftant apud Gul. Sands, alicfque bibliopolas, 
MDCcxxxvii. 8vo, pp. 432. 

G g 4 An 
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An Effay on the Antiquities of Great Britaia 
and Ircldnd : wherein they are placed in a clearer, 
light than hitljerto. Defigned as an introduction 
to a larger work, efpecially an attempt to fhew 
an affinity betwixt the larjguages, &c. of the 
ancient Britains and the Americans of the ifth- 
4TJUS of Darien. Jn anfwer to an pbjeftion 
againft revealed religion. 

(Quanta Caledonios attollet gloria campos.. 

Stat. 

I have a great deal more pleafurc in inquiring 
into the antiquities and curiofities of my own 
country than of any other, even thofe of ancient 
Greece and Rome. 

Rep. OF Letters, Feb. 1738. 
Edinburgh: printed by T. and W. Ruddimans ; 
and fold by A. Kincaid, Bookfeller. mdcccxxxviii. 
8vo. 

Linguae Graecas Inftitutiones Grammaticae. In 
Vfum ftudiofae Juventutis. — Editio Tertia.—- 
Edinburgi : apud Tho. & Walt, Ruddimannos : 
& venales proftant apud And. Stalker, Glafguae, 
& And. Millat, Londini, in Vico The Strand die- 
to, exadverlum D. Clementis asdem, Bibliopolas. 
MDccxxxviii. 8vo, pp. 144, 

Articles of Agreement betwixt the Profeflbrs 
and Teachers; or who have been fuch, of the 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, and Branches and 
Parts thereof, within the City of Edinburgh, Li- 
berties, Suburbs, and Dependencies thereof; 
2 February 1737. Edinburgh: printed by Tho- 
mas 
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mas and Walter Ruddimans, mdccxxxix. 8vo, 
pp. 23. 

Poetarum Scotorum Mufae Sacrse: five Qua- 
tuor Sacri Codieis Scriptorum, Davidis & Solo- 
monis, Jobi & Jcremiae, Poctici Libri, per to* 
tidem Scotos, Arft, Jonftonum & Jo. Kerrum, 
P. Adamfonum & G. Hogaeum, Latino carmine 
f edditi : Quibus, ab argument! fimilitudinem, ad- 
neftuntur alia, Scotorum itidem, opufcula facra. 
— Summo quaequc ftudio recognita, & ad fidem 
optimorum cxemplarium expreffa. Edinburgi: 
apud Tho. and Wal, Ruddimanos. mdccxxxix, 
8yo,j)p. 208. 

Poetarum Scotorum Mufas Sacrae: five Patri^* 
cii Adamfoni, Sanfti- Andreas in Scotia Archie- 
pifcopi, Jobi, Threnorumque feu Lamentatio- 
num Jeremiae, ac Decalogi, Paraphrafis poctica. 
Gulielmi Hogaei, Jobi atque Ecclefiaftis Solo- 
monis, & duorum Mofis Canticorum, Paraphrafis 
poetica. Poeticum Duellum : feu G. Eglifem- 
mii cum G. Buchanano pro dignitate paraphra- 
feos Pfalmi civ. certamen. Cui adneftuntur 
ejufdem Pfalmi aliae Paraphrafes poeticae fex, 
Auftoribus totidem Scotis. Pars Altera. Sum- 
mo quaeque ftudio recognita, & ad fidem opti- 
mojrum exemplarium expreflTa. Edinburgi : 
apud Tho. & Wal. Ruddimannos. mdccxxxix. 
8vo, pp.312. 

' Seledua 
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Seleftus Diplomatum & Numifmatum. Scoriae 
Thefaurus, in Duas Partes diftributus : Prior 
Syllogen compleftitur veterum Diplomatum five ~ 
Chartarum Regum & Procerum Scotiae, una 
cum eorum Sigillis, a DuncanoII. ad Jacobuml. 
id eft, ab anno 10^4 ad 141 2. — Adjunfta funt 
reliquorum Scotiae & Magnae Britannise Regum 
Sigilla, a praedido Jacobo I. ad nuperam duo- 
rum regnorum in unum, anno 1707, coalitio- 
nem ; Item Charaderes & Abbreviaturse in an- 
tiquis codicibus MSS. inftrumentifque ufitatze, 
Pofterior continet Numifmata tam aurea quam 
argentea fingulorum Scotiae Regum, ab Alex- 
andro I. ad fupradiftam regnorum coalitioncm 
perpetua ferie dedufta ; fubnexis quae rcperiri 
poterant eorundem Regum Symbolis Heroicis, 
Omnia fummo artificio ad Prototyporum fimili- 
tudinem tabulis aeneis exprefla; adjeftis fingu- 
lorum Diplomatum, recentiore fcripturse forma, 
€eri itidem incifis exemplis. Ex mandato Parlia- 
riienti Scotici coUegit, digeflit & tantum non 
perficienda curavit egregius ac patriarum antiqui- 
tatum callentiflimus Vir Jacobus Anderfonus 
Scriba Regius. Quse operi confummando dee- 
rant fupplevit, & Prsefatione, tabularum explica- 
tione, aliifque Appendicibus, rem Scotia diplo- 
maticam, nummariam & genealogicam haud 
parum illuftrantibus, auxit & locupletavit Tho- 
mas Ruddimannus, A. M. Suppeditante fumptus 

clariflimo 
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clariffimo Viro Thoma Paterfono Armigcro, 
Edinburgi: apud Tho. & Walt. Ruddimanao$, 
Venales autem proftant, I^ndini apud eundcm 
Thp. Paterfonum, in Vico vulgo Conduit Street 
di(3:o, prope Hanover-Squarey & And. Millar, in 
y ICO The Strandy c regionc aedis D. Clcmentis,ad 
jnfigne Capitis Buchananaeij & Edinburgi apycj 
Gavinum Hamilton, Bibliopolanj, mdccxxxi?* 
J^olio. 

A Catalogue of the Library of the Faculty of 
Advocates, Edinburgh. Part the Firft. — Edin- 
burgh : printed by Thomas, Walter, and Thomas 
Ruddimans. mdccxlii. Fplio, 

The Hiftory of the Houfe and Race of Dou- 
glas and Angus. Written by Mr. David Hume 
ofGodfcrofF. Volume i. pp. .388, containmg 
the Hiftory of the Houfe of Douglas. And vo- 
lume 2. containing the Hiftory of the Houfe of 
Angus. Edinburgh: printed by T. W. and T. 
Ruddimans, for L. Hunter j and fold by him, 
and other bookfellers in Town. MDCcxuii. 
8vo, pp. 422. 

A Defcription of the Parifli of Melrofe j in 
Anfwer to Mr. Maitland's Queries, fent to each 
Parilh of the Kingdom. — Edmburgh : printed 
by Thomas, Walter, and Thomas Ruddimans. 
Sold by John Paton, bookfeller, in the Parlia- 
ment Clofe, MDCCXLIir. 8vo. 

AVindi* 
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A Vindication of Mr. George Buchanan's Pa- 
raphrafe of the Book of Pialms, from the Objec- 
tions raifed againft it by William Benfon^ clq. 
Auditor in Exchequer, in the Supplement and 
Conclulion he has annexed to his Prefatory Dif- 
courfe to his new edition of Dr. Arthur John- 
fon^sVerfion of that Sacred Book. In which 
alfo, upon a comparifon of the performances of 
thofe two poets, the fuperiority is demonftrated 
to belong to Buchanan. Wherein likewife feve- 
ral paifages of the original are occafionally ilhif^ 
tratcd: together with fome ufefol ohfervadons 
concerning the Latin poetry, and arts of verfifi- 
cation. In a Letter to that learned gentkman. 
By Thomas Ruddiman, A. M. 

Non qiuTis videt immodulata poemata judex. 

HOR. 

Hacc meminiy tc vi£tain fruftra contendere Thyrfin : 
£x illo Corydon> Corydon cA tempore nobis* 

TllLG. 

Edinburgh: printed by W. and T. Ruddimans. 
MDCcxLv. 8vo. 

An Anfwer to the Reverend Mr. George Lo« 
gan's late Trcarife on Government; In which 
(contrary to the manifeft errors and mifrcprc- 
fentations of that author) the ancient conftitution 
of the crown and kingdom of Scodand, and the 
hereditary fucccffion of its Monarchs, are aflcrted 
and vindicated. The legidmacy of King Ro* 

bcrt 
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bert III. is moft clearly dcmonftrateds and, feve- 
ral confiderable miftakes and falfhoods, in our 
common hiftorians and others are difcovered and 
reftifiedi by Thomas Ruddiman, A.M. 

Quae Casfaris Caefari. 

Luc. xxii. 25. 

Hesiod. 

Edinburgh : printed by W. and T. Ruddimans ; 
and to be fold at their printing-houfe, and by 
the bookfellers in Edinburgh. mdccxlvii. 
8vo. 

A Dijfertation concerning the competition for 
the crown of Scotland, betwixt Lord Robert 
Bruce and Lord John Baliol, in the year 1291. 
Wherein is proved, that by the laws of God and 
Nature, by the civil and feudal laws, and particu- 
larly by the fundamental law and conftitution of 
Scotland, at that time, and ever fince, the right 
of Robert Bruce was preferable to that of John 
Baliol. In anfwer to the author of a late pam- 
phlet, in titled. The Right of the Houfc of Stew- 
art to the Crpwn of Scotland confidered i to the 
Reverend Mr. Logan's two treatifes on govern- 
ment j and to three anonymous papers in the 
Scots and Britifh Magazines. With an Appen* 
dix, demonftrating, that the claim faid to have 
been made to the crown of Scotland, by Wil- 
liam firft Earl of Douglas, anno 1371* 13 

without 
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without foundation. By Thomas Ruddiman^ 
A.M. 

Inventus, Chryfippe, tui finitor acervi. 

PcEsim. 

Edinburgh : printed by T. and W. Ruddimans 5 
and to be fold at their printing-houfe, and by the 
bookfellers in town, mdccxlviii. 8vo. 

Animadverfions on a late pamphlet, intitledj 
A Vindication of Mr. George Buchanan^ &c. where- 
in the arguments brought by its author, for clear- 
ing Buchanan from the two great feults he is 
charged with, are impartially examined and con- 
futed: by Thomas Ruddiman, A.M. 

Intolerabilis fit malitia, cum kudatnr. 

SiVfOKIDES. 

Veritas Occaltari ad tempus poteil, vinci non potefl. 

D. August IX us. 
Qui Bavium non odit, amet tua carmina Masvi. 

ViRG. 

Edinburgh : printed by T. and W. Ruddimans ; 
and to be fold at their printing-houfe, and by 
the bookfellers in town, mdccxlix. 8vo. 

The Rudiments of the Latin Tongue; or a 
plain and eafy Introduftion to Latin Grammar ; 
wherein the Principles of the Language are me- 
thodically digefted, both in Englilh and Latin ; 
with ufcful Notes and Obfervarions, explainino-. 
the Terms of Grammar, and further improvinor 
its Rules. By Thomas Ruddiman, A. M. The 

eleventh 
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eleventh edition correfted. Edinburgh : printed 
and fold by the author, and the bookfellers there. 
MDCcxLix. pp. 136. — The twelfth edition cor^ 
refted. Edinburgh: printed and fold by the 
author, and the bookfellers there, mdcclii. 
pp. 136. 

T. Livius, accuranti Thoma Ruddimanno, 
4 vol. Editio Longe Emendatifnma. Edinb. 
MDCCLI. 8vo. 

An Examination of the Letters, faid to be 
written by Maiy Queen of Scots, to James Earl 
ofBothweil: fhewing, by intrinfick and extrin- 
fick Evidence, that they are Forgeries, Alfo, 
an Inquiry into the Murder of King Henry. By 
Walter Goodall. — Pandere res alta terra et caliginc 
merfas, vol. i. Edinburgh: printed by T. and 
W. Ruddimans. mdccliv. Oftavo. pp. 418.-7* 
Vol. 2. contains ift, The Letters themfelves, in 
Scottifh, Latin, and French. — 2d, The Confer- 
ences at York, and Weftminfter, and other Writ- 
ings relative to the Letters.' By Walter GoodalL 
Edinburgh : printed by T. and W. Ruddimans. 
MDccLiv. Oftavo. pp. 392. 

Anticrifts : or, a Difcuffion of a fcurrilous and 
malicious Libel, publifhed by one Mr. James 
Man of Aberdeen, intitled, A Cenfure and Ex^ 
amination of Mr. Thomas RuddimatCs philologicat 
Notes on the Works of the great Buchanan \ more 

particu- 
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Nor. rr.yil icrrVsr, fid .-ae cuiicm obfjrgx- 
tor ircr^is cf: ii. c--:, cjcc in slrcro Tiduoi rc- 
prthcrjdi% in to ip:* d^prfiiirdinr. C:c. " 

SiIalsLcf.t qii Tzlzt zzizzm, loc ca.; in Izrczlz, 

St£- 
Vii ctLl eij-m, axis rxi: :VL 

Kci. 

Ed:Rburg;h : prinrcd bv Tho. azid WaL Ruddi- 
nuriSi and Cold ar their priiitiiig*Iioiile« in the 
Fariiament Ckxfey aad by die bookfrHcTS in 
to^n. uocchiv. 8vD. 

A Urge New Cacal<^;ue of die Bifhops of the 
ftveral Sees, within die Kbgdom of Scodand, 
down to rhc Year i638. — Inftrucrcd by proper 
and authentic Vouchers : Togcdicr widi Ibme 
other Things ncccflary to the better Knowledge 
of the Ecclefiaftical State of this Kingdom in 
former Times: As alfo, a brief Prcfece concern- 
ing the firft Planting of Chriftianity in Scotland^ 
and the State of that Church in the earlier Ages. 
Edinburgh: printed by Thomas and Walter 
Ruddimansi and fold by the bookfellers in town. 

MDCCLV. 4tO. pp. 2^6. 

Audi Alteram Parfefn; or a further Vindicadon 

of 
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of Mr; Thomas Ruddiman's Edition of the great 
Buchanan's Works. By Thomas kuddiman, 
A. M. Edinburgh : printed by T. and W. Rud- 
dimans; and fold at their printing-houfe, in the 
Parliament Clofe, and by the bookfellers in town. 
Mdcclvi, 8vo, 

THE END. 




Hh 



Juft piihlijhedy hy the Jam^ Author^ for 
J. Stockdale. 

I. An Eftimate of the Comparative Strength of Great 
Britain, during the present and fovr preceding 
RBiGNs; and of the Lofles of her Trade from every War 
iinice the Revolution. A New Edition : To which is now 
prefixed, A Dedication to Dr. James Currie, the reputed Ah-» 

thor of <* Jasper Wilson's Letter." 

■ |-. 

Alfo, 

II. The Life of De Foe, 

JII. The Life of Sir John Davis. 

JV» A Colledfipn of Treaties, 2 vols. 8ivp, 
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